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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 


At a moment when the eyes of all true 
prtriots fT every nation are directed with 
hope, not unmixed with solicitude, to a 
country, where the early dawn of iiidepen-^* 
deuce encourage'^ the fondest presages of 
meridian lustre; whore a Saragossa, ^ 
JBilboa, a Gerona, are emulate .g the an-* 

i 

cienlfame of a Saguntuitfand a Nuinantia 
where the achievements of a 
Gaetanos, and a host of heroes, recal the 
most brilliant eras of the history of Spain ; 
it cannot be deemed unseasonable to pfe- 
sent the public with the translation of|s^ 
work, calculated to aflbrll a correct id^"'OT 
that country and its high spirited inhia.bi’or 
lants, lately our enemies, bul now our cor- 
dial allies. 

# / 

Within the iMt twenty or thirty yearii*. 
>^^^liife®traveUer8 have sfiven .Jo the world^ 
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the result of the\r observations on Spaiti , 
but none of these writers, perhaps, lias cm-; 
braced such a variety of subjects of uni- 
i^rsal interest, especially at tin* present 
crisis, as M. Bourgoing ; and none of tlicii 
'productions bears the stamp of such e\'- 
dent authenticity. 

i M. Bourgoing certainly enjoyed pecu- 
liar advantages and facili. 4 es for obtaining 
iaformaticn relative to the country whicli 
he has henSsjmdertakeu to describe. He 
resided severai^Hirs, and at different pe- 
TiTrlf, in a diplomatic capacity ; 

and in addition to his long intercourse with 
persons of almost every class of the Spa- 
nish nation, he applied with great assi- 
duity to the study of its language and man- 
ners. 

/“I The publication of a fourth edition of 
'his work suffici^tly attests the degree of 
^istiji^tion in which the author’s laboui^ 
held amc^ his own countrypehate. It 
1*001 this ixnprovedaod ^lai^d 
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wlurh exhibits a pic ture (;/!: Spain in 1800, 
andiMiitaius many interesting particulars 
'H lativi t(j some of the puincipal actors in 
the prchcnt glorious revolution, that this 
lianslatioii has been exc^ciited. 

’]M. Bourgoing enters the country by 
way ot Bayonne, and proceeds through 
Biscay and the .two Castiles to Madridil^ 
taking notice in\^his progress of whatever 
app<*ars worthy of ~a Bigressiom Ilaviwg 
reachc-d the mftropolis, he dii;«cts his at-' 
tention to the various bfunches of the ad- 
ministration ; to thechaiacter andjcatiuff’'". 
of I be inhabitants of Spain ; and to every 
fubject (onnected with the state of so- 
cic t \ , the arts, sciences and Titerdiune, the 
agricidture, commerce and manufacture* 
of that kingdom. The»details tiiat relate 
to the naval and military reiidurces of this 
*ancient and extensive inonarchv will not be 

V 

|)eru&ed, at this iuncUire, without lively 
itikiuiii^the capitahM. Bourgohig con- 
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ducts 1 lie reader 1^0 the southern province''' 
of the Peninsula, and back to ^Madrid. He 
then describes several excursions in tlK' en- 
virons of the metropolis, and in parliculai 
a visit which he paid to Arragon, and n - 
turns to France through tlu* kingdom t‘|i' 
Valencia and Catalonia. Thus it a|)p'.irs 
that the various theatres of the arduous 
struggle in which Spain is at tin-, nionu nt 
engageil, ai;e more espccmlly the objects ot 
■the autlior’^notice. 

It is obvious since tlu; recent attempt 
«afviPi>nif|parte to usurp the throne of the 
Spanish monarchs, and the total ch;mu,e ef- 
fected by this atrocious design in the sen- 
timents of that nation, and in its rela- 
tions with France and Britain; many of 
the political views and observations iiitro- 
duced by llie author in the course of t his 
work, are no "longer applicable. This,' 
emmot be deemed any drawbaclk 
frnm i^su'iKty, siiicc it must by evident 
\\c measures# whether of 
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political or of a commercial nature, which 
had r itl.cr ])rovc(l, or were likely to piwe 
In iialii’. , mutually beneficial during its 
former ^oimection with our enemies, may, 
with e(j lai aflvantagi', be 'adapted to the 
ii n sts of j'pain and the Bi it i&h empire, 
in th( pn‘s('nt post.ure of aflains. 

'riicrcarc. m la... few classes of])ersons 
but what m:iv i\‘rivc advantage from the 
mlbrmation conn'Kinirated in. this per- 
formance. i'lic traveller, the mc*:chant, the 
maiiufuel invr, will find na.uberless valuable 
hints dispersed throughout these VjcjlijinV’'-' ‘ 
wdiile tlie statesman, recollecting the pru- 
dent maxim, 

“ Fas est ct ah Foste doccri,” 

may gather from tlu ir pag^ many an im- 
portant lesson in the ait of conciliating the 
’affections of our new allies, and cciiu'iiting 

betw'e^j!]!_^he_^d4riti'.h and "’ Spanish ou- 

* 

tioii^, a friendship, the durability of which 
too ardentlV desired. 
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It only reniai»;s to observe that, in com 
pliance with the Jidvice of characters jiot 
less distinguished for rank than for talent^' 
and sound judgment, the publisher has 
added to the work of M. Bourgoiim a fourth 
volume, comprehending the most Id,. - 
resting portion of M. Peyhon’s Es.sin/s on 
Spain ; and he has no doubt that this ad- 
dition will also receive tlic> sanction of pub- 
Ik approl^ion. 
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CHAP. I. 

inns, and roads. Parftcvlnrs r<?- 
iaiin:^ to the ]^h:iucc of Pisem/ ; its //- 
Ifi'iiics and : patriolisiii of the 

I>i\rai;ans. Biihoa, Saint Sebaslim, Vil- • 
tori a. ^r. 

IN llie moidli of September, 1777, I visited 
Sp.'iiii for ihc lirst time, as Secretary to.Ibc 
embrts'iv, but a few months after a 
ebanice of odininistration had taken place 
at .'vlinlrid, and when it was of importance 
to devclope and ascertain the sentiments of 
the new ministers, on the grand dispute be- 
tween North America and Grpt Britain.* 

* It is nniversally known tluit there are thrcie high roads 
leading from France into Spain,* one froi.i St. Jean de Lus 
to Jruiij another from Sr. Jein Pied-de-Port to Ponce- 
va*lles i the thiid from Boulou t<; Jotiquiere. Bat it is far 
from bei’ Known (and is indeed what I was 
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B 
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Of the thrc^ routes generally pursued^ 
determined to adopt that of St. Jean de Luz, 
Having arrived I at Bayonne, instead of pro- 
ceeding by the post road to Orogna, which i» 
five leagues from that city, and two from the 
frontiers, I exchanged my carriage for a less 
elegant vehicle, called by the Spaniards-. ')c/;e 
de cofiefrts, i.n w'hich the tra\clU'r, befolc-hc 
becomes used to if, proceeds with no lillle in- 
convenience and alarm. It is a clumsy 
\nc.on\emev\l carriage dtpwu \)y six. -audes, 
■w\\'yc\i \va\c no tAiver or rc\n than the 

I a. 

voice of their guides. On seeing them har- 
nessed toggllicr, and to the shafts, merely 
by cords, and (Khserving them . tiasersing as 
it were at random, the winding and sometimes 


myself nnnrquuhUcd with (ill when I was mforn:ed 

by ail ingenious geographer, who had cxniuiiied with mi- 
nuteness, and acliiaJJy delineated the diflereiit pas.ses or 
defiles of tlic Pyrenees), that from the jiass of liagnoLih'-, 
which is iJie nearest to the Mediterranean, to tiie val- 
ley of Aran, near the sourco.s of the Caroline, there 
are no less than seventy-live pas.ses over the Pyrenees, 
twenty-eight of which are {>iacticable for cavalry, and seven* 
for carriages anci^artillery. One of these last, on the ex- 
istence of which it. is impossible to entertain a donKv 
is the Col (km 0//.s,,’n parallel line with that of Perihus,, 
other bide of Bellegtirde, tills route iJic Spa, 

niards, in entered St. .Laurent de 
invaded two of our pvo\ inccs. 
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Unfrequented roads of the Peninsula,* the 
^Vaveller tirst conceives himself as deriving 
•all his dependence for safety frona the care 
iMul k.ndness of Providence; but on theslight- 
‘■i1 a[)j!earaiic<! of danger, a simple and short 
-.cl.unalion froin (he viinforah or chief mu- 
“o i , , lesfraiu. auil dircefs these tractable ani- 
/Hi?.!"'. vVijOii Jlu ir cM:Ttio?;s relax, tlie zagal, 
or i)(*sti}i()iK froju the sjialis, wnerc he 

is J^lalhiucd as so^^uioU t'xcicisos liis w'h‘v\), ot 
VV.mVkV.vl I'uOAVY \\i\\v \v\s \o\pv', YUWS vAottg 
Avilh lliciu Tor a (.Ocisuit r^tble wav, and then 

returns to his tfaliois, till some new crisis 

• • 

calls for a of !r\ efforts. This per- 

pciuai vifj/ilant <: t two irnides at length 

inspires the inuillia with conlideucc, though 
jic huds it iajj.os'SibJe (o rejueys liis astonish- 
inent^ (hat s<) lirv/.ardons a nu)de of jouriiev- 
ing is so rarely attended with serious acci- 
dents, Anotlu r ditlicuily, to vvidcli the tra- 
veller cannot easily accustom himself, arise.s 
from the liuis of Spaiu^ \vj7icl1 are, in ge- 
neral, destitute of every accommodation; 


• ^ This is the name given by the natives tn Spain, 
‘W^iich is well known to be surroviif^l by the sen vu every 
side, but that of^thc Pyrenees. * Ihe term was, uiKjues* 
tionabJy, adojUed originally when PortngJtJ coif-tituted a por- 
tion of tile Pcmiisula, and is inaccuiale since llval i^^^dotrv 
t^cox&ed Its indfc^rvdence* 
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flip apartments, bods, and ittoncl.inoc '!■ 
miserable. In order to o tain the 
homely refreshment, tin tra eller mint pei 
sonally solicit the asse lance >1 the bm lii'r 
baker, and grower. In this r peel, hov.Mcr, 
a very sensible impro'.ement >as l;d‘cn ^'"cr 
vitliiii a few ,\cars. Ileforo 'lie mmi4i\ O' 
’'I. Fie.ida Illiiaca. no sijth c'licle ( ’ii-' d as 
a pnbl'c sj, ';e coadi; tluu amis no road 
\a!i,'< b noiihl admit of poy^tn\cKi';<i', inles* 
on Iiomcbatk, and with the c\«‘cp1ton ». tlie 
loail tliiuii>>,h tialieii iVom Ponte\edra, near 
the es(c(^i^()cc<!i«, to Foroijiia ; of another in 
the noitij of ('a tile, from i.Vynosa to tlie sea’ 
of those of Niuairc and l>isea\, for which the 
inhabr+auts are indebted solely to their oevn ef- 
forts and patiiotisni, there was not a rej^ii- 
larly £;ood road for ten lcac;uos tojrether, ]»ass- 
able at eAcry eason of the year, throup,hout 
the whole kinjrdo'ii of Spain. That mini'iter. 
in consequenee (,f his, almost uiilimiteil aiitho- 
iity , had the ine^ns t/f benctitinii; his eonntrv 
by the most eminent services; but A'bat be 
sometimes pres.ented as decided end matured 
plans, apncaivd, at length, to he only ii.Jf 
measures and tempprary inclinations, 'i he 
tlpuceptioii of his .scLemc.s'wlS'lfKreTH^ hut he 
wanted Readiness and judgment Ute their exe- 
cution ; yet, duiijing the hiteca years of lus 
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(llTtif "j salion, lic at lea^i furuihlieil the out- 
<. .MV, < ;';»( \alu:ible iiop/o veineiits. From 
\hc y r j I'? to I7S9. lie wa.*:? by no means 

lafl!)!': in tin: Freocli i-ihajiro., to which he 

# 

iU'^vcrt clc.ss ])rof(( the sironf.;est attach- 

locjfl His i/j-ifabie ivvnpci iu:d national 
ration v Inid aivcii n* nior'^ than one j‘ust 
' '^/c. I c(Miiidaii5t. Since that j)eriod he has 
been ' :o (h' tin? most dcfennyicd eiseinies of 
oirr o ohuion; and it was not his fault that 
’■ not. stramrled in it.*- iv;fh. AVere he 

ir |)o^\er. i)* W('’:i(l, perhaps, he a deh~ 
'at(‘t:i«k to hca-, hi^- c.iaracfcr and incaMKcs 
o ith justice and impartitiiity ; as In? is in dis- 
r;ra(‘e. it becomes an iinpcrio!»s dujy. 

In the iitst place, (hen, the cstablisluiicnt 
ei* a shigc' coacSi for siy passengers, which sets 
is\ xn a \M:ck fWnii ilajonrc for h^Joalrid^ 
iiiiv* njthi.>si\ da yi» in jsinmm r and eight 

in wiiicjiy is attributable to tins minader. In 
the iiilcrval bet^^e<*n the periodb of its de- 
parture, tile mules belonging to it are einjdoj- 
‘ ' in con vexing' such tra\cl!ers as have car- 
M Lge^ ui‘ their owm, and it was thus that I 
vv., c c veved from Bayonne to Madrid in 
thi ' 'j' s. 792 . This estaobslimenl was at 

1789 , conducted at the expence and 
fn: tlie errujiument of a.prr^ate indiviiiaal, but 
the ensiling year it was taken f^oni liim, and 
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transferred into the hands of gjovernnient. 
During the war it was suspended ; but it is^' 
hoped that it will soon be resumed with full 
and unremitting activity. It supjilies an easy* 
medium of intercourse between (he indivi- 
duals of two nations, who, during (heir long 
and intimate alliance, entertained a 1‘avourabic 
prepossession for each other ; who havefy in- 
creased (his regard even by their mutual gal- 
lantry in the held of bait!;*; and who, haring 
now allayed an animosity, originating in merely 
temporary eircumsfanees, can scarcely fail to 
entertain for each other a durable and hijjh 
esteem. But to return to those useful insti- 
tutions, wht’h M. Florida Blanca had at least 
the merit of suggesting for the cone fit of his 
countrv. 

llis 'principal object was the improvement 
of the nxids. In 1777 there were no good 
roads between Beyonne and Cadiz, v. i(li the 
exception of (luise from Biscay, Nava: re, and 
the roads wliicli lead from tlie issemial a'lid 
Aranjuez to the metropolis. In 179:2 1 found 
one, truly magnifK'ent, which, beginning from 
Irun, eonliiuiod without interruption four 
leagues beyond Bnrgos. and with short inter- _ 
vals only, from tiiat place to IMadrid. But 
for that check which useful undertakings 
'.ncr experience from war, hoover Just or ; 
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surrcs&ful, those iiifervals v oukl luivc been 
?Lsa fini^Iicd: a (liskinco of about twelve 
^airbes only re^naiii be eompleted, to 
make (lie road from (he r»i([a^^oa lo Madrid 
OIK* of (he finest iu Kiirooe. V erv liitie also 
M anting' lo r(»;iiple<e (init from i\fadrid (o 
Ciiiii't Jii 177S (his road was in wilder al- 
impassalile; in it hiyl undergone a 

iv pair, and the pr^cfice of posting in ear- 
riage^ had been j^ntrod need upon it: i( is now 
very inarly finished, and (he eoininunication 
between these two cities, (he inos( iiupoi(ant 
ill (he whole PcninKula/ k at length* become* 
easy and expeditious/* 

respect to inn^’, notwithstanding tlie 
excr(i(His of the .siinu* minister. iLcv are slill far 
iVoni ]>erilc(ion, 'i'Ue improvement of these 
e^^hil-iiMhueidv; v hich h(i projea t<*(! and began, 
i:' an aitempt of givater di!»h;n‘; \ i.i '“[laiu (baa 
i>t where, tibshu les an^ uiei with in local 
cirrMimstances, in (he iiKuuier/ u ; cone duties, 
amJ^ in a certain degric, ri the constitution 


A xcry iMpivI mode in travclJiu'^, however, buf nt the 
^ime time CKlreeiely expensive, ha'^ oxislcd in Spain for a 
considerable time; lias <s done by ordor.nt; relays [)r( • 
viouiiy on the road which the traveller mtend'-^ o j>ass. 
xfiese relays, coiisisuno of six inules, w'jiii h ao l.aaiMVs .ed 
aj^ld fijwcd lo iiiw-cluiia^e in an instant, will d/pau. ii a stage 
of fii^eoi* six leagues in less time than i' u . t be ]>osted in 
2 »y part of Europe. 
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of the country, which sanctions exclusive pri- 
vileges and monopolies, and establishes I hem a.' 
appendages to scl^norial possessions Thifs th( 
right to sell articles of indispensal.do necessity 
is often at'ached to one individual inhabitant, 
with whose prinlcge no other is allowed to in- 
terfere. It was iieecssary to coinpromisc^with 
these obstacles'^ and, as it was inipracticahJc to 
mnove them, to manage /hem with as imich 
delicacy and address as possihU ; and nian v inns, 
at least tolerable, have becn/^ecently estahlisli- 
cd. . On the road travelled by the coach al- 
Veady mentioned several are to bo found, pro- 
vided with^ beds, linen, and even plate, in 
which the landlords have perinissjon to sopph- 
provisions to the passengers. On other roads, 
likewise, some very respectable inns are to be 
met with, and also in all the principal citic.s. 
In those of every other part of the. kingdom, 
how'e\cr, the traveller experiences every in- 
convcidtMiec and privation, and it is scarcely 
possible for him to exaggerate, in liis descrip- 
tion of them, the disgust which he actually 
feels. 

The Spaniards can scarcely flatter them- 
selves tliat a complete amelioration on this sub- 
ject will for a lon^igie take place. Various 
ciremnstanges must concur in forv^atffTng what'n 
ever constitutes the prosperity trf stafe*. , 
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0!il good roads, it is impossible that a country 
^ouid possess good ions, and where both these 
anting, it must he absurd to expect an 
’influx of travellers, which in us turn improves 
both inns and roads. To induce tliese visits 
of foreignei's, certain attractions must also be 
prcs<' .ted to them, cither in the way of plea- 
soi ■ <,r information. They must be encou- 
raged to expect the ,chr:rnjs of innoreat dissi- 
pation, or the re-^'stabli^hment of heallb ; and 
if a country be sit latcd at one of t’le extremi- 
ties of Europe, they n!u;'.t be tempted to visit 
it by its monuments of tho arts, by its’splcndid* 
and ingeiiio# industry, or its exteaisive com- 
merce ; nor .should they look in vain for the 
elegancies of life and the palish of society : at 
all events tliey should enabled to perceive 
and to experience the enjoynieut of civil and 
religious liherty. But few will travel info 
Spain purposely to observe in one part of it 
admirable roads conducting over barren plains, 
as in both the (last lies ; in another the most 
miserable roads through countries abounding 
in cultivation and industry, as along the coasts 
of Valencia and Catalonia; to find cities in 
ruin.s, and nearly de.serted, and a court I’rorn 
^hich pleasure is almost bainslied ; to behold, 
fn short, *a -Country which possc.sses few valu^ 
able resuafns of antiquityy where the arts are iiv 
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their infancy, where the climate scorches, and 
the iaquisition c.\cites universal terror ! 

Spaniards, our estimable allies as v.^11 
neighbours, whd are, on so many accounts,, 
worthy of being intimately known ; go on in 
the improvement of your roads, and increasing 
the accommodation and number of yotu'yiuiis : 
jour country will then be travelled throng:! 
With convcni/ence uiid facility; yet still, to 
induce the traveller to prolojuv his visit with 
perfect .satislaclion, it nlusC^)!)s.s(^'■^s certain rc- 
coannendatioiis, some of which arc nnfortn- 
■iiiatciy denied by naDue, others can OJily result 
from time and perseverance. 

Qnitliiig l>ayonne,thetraAr!ierpa.sses{!]rnugIi 
Si. Je;in (U; Luz, after three long haigiics 
of road rugged and in very had repair. He then 
pas.ses a hi o-.er a arm of the s(';i, 

and imiiiediaiely beyond iiie bridge he per- 
ceivt's fl:e .snIoirbK of ^hbourra. liis next ob- 
j('cl is the e!u!rc !i of (hogria, aisd he is now 
only 01 e long b ay.-ue froin Irun, the first Spa- 
nish viliag'e beyond the ihdassoa. This small 
liver, wiiieh forms a houmlary , became celc- 
in llie reign of IjCWIS the Fourteenth, 

5ii consequence of an island formed by it, ’ 
l^ry near, and it/ the right of, the place; 
where it is cro.sscd. It was kft.3wa by the 
iime of the Jslc'of Pheasants.”* 0^ lie- 
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coming the scene of the interview between 
tSidinal Mazarin and Don Louis de Haro, 
terminated in the signature of the peace 
i)f the Pyrenees, it received thfe appellation of 
tlic Isic of the Conference.” It is small, uu- 
inliabited, and almost barren, find is indebt- 
ed for : s fame , like many persons of moderate 
talen's^ but of great celebrity, merely to a for- 
tunate and casual circunistaijce. * 

Having crossed, Inis river, the traveller en- 
ters tJie province'^ d' Piscay. I'lie country 
presents an aj>pearanc<; but little varied from 
that which he has just quitted, but the differ- 
ence between the last roads of France and the 
first in Spain ^vas, *in 1795^ completely to the 
advantage latter king’dorn. 

The roads oi’ Biscay, at least those by which 
it is iraversiai iVoni north to south, may be 
eiuiincnaled as among; the most execllent in Eu- 
rope. Few' siti'alions presented greater difii- 
enhies to l;e siirmonnled. The province of 
Biscay is (oiitiguous to the Pyrenees (which 
on tills «i(.le arc bv no means so elevated as to- 
wards l!ic center and in the easttrn scries of 


them), and appears an inimeiHC prolongation 
of these mountains, extending even to t!ie b'U - 
dirof Castile. To the cofi.jrlMion of a road 
through suqh .?? country, precipitous descents or 
fpraggy promiaences opposed, in many places. 
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the most formidable obstacles; to surmount 
which, the application of all that skill in p:J 
construction of roads which can be dcriv^.'^ 
from genius and experience was absolufelj re- 
rjuisite. The three provinces of Biscay, Gui- 
puscoa, Vizcaya, and Alava, jointly contri- 
buted their exertions for this object, as they 
do on every subject relating to their conunon 
interest. Indeed this portion of Spain forms a 
. striking' contrast to the rest of the Peninsula, 
and well merits particuia-r Attention. 

Each of the three provinces just tnentionod 
1 possesses its separatee local government. In 
tho.se of Vizcaya and Guipuscoa, tlie orders of 
the king fcan be executed only after receiving 
the sanction of the provincial administration. 
Each, anniiaily, summons its general assembly, 
to whicli t]:e adniijiistration delivers an ac- 
count of its application of the pttLHc nior.cy. 
'I’liis assemi)iy is formed by the deputies from 
ali the coinnuiiies which have a right to send 
any. These de])niations arc clioscn by atjuii- 
iiiit:icnlos, or municipal corporations, the 
members of which are also annually elected 
by the wiude body of qualified citizens. To 
possess this right of election, a certain degree 
of property is ic dispensable. • ‘^V 

These principlesofdcn^ocraticj^land represen- 
tatifc government, though by nq queans 
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Avijat many modern political writers conceive 
sii iihle, ^avc rise to the idea, during the inva- 
i-sion of Biscay by the FrencM armies and the 
consequent iicgociations for peace, that the 
jHovinces in which such principles were cn- 
It^laii'cd and acted upon, were adapted, by 
policy as well as situation, to form a consti- 
tuent part of the French r; public. Tiiis, how- 
ever, was bv no means the case. Jealous as 
*■ * 

the Biscayans are jl'tlicir liberty, they are cor- 
dially attached to the Spanish monarchy, and 
tliough they would resist* tp the last extremity* 
the yoke of a despotic prince, their political 
constitutions do not in the least unlft them for 
the govermiieut of a roval ])rotector. They 
possess, indeed, a pride of nobility, if it may be 
so denominated, which could r.ot easily recon- 
cilc itself to our principles of strict and rigorous 
equality. Partial to that e.vciusive possession 
which tliey now have of certain real or ima- 
ginary advantages, they would but iitt is; value 
a liberty which they must ei^yoy in common 
with twenty-six millions cf fellow-citizens. 
In reference to their financial circunisfances, 
tlfey would have c.xperieiiccd still less induce- 
urcht fo the projected incor pi :Tit ion . Tiic three 
|)royinces ta’" them’solvcs for all the purpOi^ 
df dheir own peculiar cxpcnce and edvantege, 
and pay to no •otljor i a 
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species of doiialivc, which is hut rarely 
manded^ and whicli, if it were rrot niodera'^;- 
would certainly* be Avithhcld. I'lus doiutive 
is levied by the states among the d Ucrcnt 
communes^ conforrrvably to a ratio wliicli fre- 
quently undergoes new inoditk-atiou;-. •' 

The three provinces of Biscay arc not iii' 
debted to nathro for any lavishing {>artialitv^ 
and may attribute to tins (fncuinstanec their 
love of liberty^ atid that" uiiwcaried industry 
which is the cause of tiicir prosperity; for, 

, unless in situations, where the intluonce of a 
genial soil and elimatc is countcracti d by par- 
particular' circumstances the f'lcst countries 
of the globe arc inhabited Iry an iiidoieut, 
efleraiiiate, and slavish popnlaiion. 

The provinces of Vizcaya and (iiiipuscoa 
arc deficient in the growth of grain. Tlic iiro- 
vince of Alava, however, is sullicienlJy fertile 
to supply with this article, not only llreso pro- 
vinces, but a part also of Castile and Navarre. 
In the years 1790 and 1791 its cvp'trtation of 
this commodity to these districts, produced 
a profit of nearly a million and a half of 
French livres. This indeed, it must be admjf- 
ted, is its staple- resource ; and it must also liie 
observed, that Alava, thdugli. the. largest, js 
the least peojj||^of the tliree provinceSj and 
scar^dy than seve^y thdttsand 
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^lalnfiitits. Tiio province of SeHorio (which 
Anne ('f ihe names of Vizcaja or Biscay, 
i !y s(H::i!]e>l) comprizes about a hundred 
and si^^tecn Ihoiisiind iiihabilants, ami that of 
(iiiipuscoa, within the compass of a spot six 
i'c^iies in V idi'i, and seventeen in leiio th, oori- 
taiiiV more than a hamlrcd and i v. eiity Ihoi.- 
sand. The wboic coast of this •] ist prounee 
is iiihabiltui bj’ n-ihorhien and niaiiners, i/s in- 
land territory by'^aeoable and iii'Tistrioiis 
\nlti valors of the sod. 1 sifd the \e;'r S7;d’, 
v.lien transient circ'.mi t:y'!'es ereateii an vn;- , 
iortuiKite airnno.-i^ y, f r'uis Lut! in 

friendly in 

viciiiify. T!i'>v I.K'/'i d, p;i;h('u]:n'ly 

belweon llii* ports of fl:i\--nne anj Nt, Sebas- 
tian, in vari(>us connnerria! * p»'n:I: tion •, y ;l!y 
ii*rrg;uiar aud illicit -• nu(<i vvidi 

mutual advanlapay and wlnoii y/iW l><‘ ea- 
gerly renc>v('(l (>n tlie re»iM*u of fu ace. 

The city of i»T(;atPsl eoiist‘uueji;'e in ui! "sis- 
cay is Bilboa, though its iiihahilants do not 
exceed the number of fou; i -en Ibensa.ud. It 
has, however, iost reuchro' i; .uk'o i.i opulciue 
an^ industry. Its lannciies, toi'merl} so ccic- 
bstke^d, have fallen into deeasy.^.'tiiicc the regu- 
lation of goyernnicii? Anblduing Spanish Ame- 
rican hides .to be huuJed at Biihoa, *and sub- 
jeetiois them to bcaw duties pn thei^coj>\ey- 
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ance to tb.at f)ort fiom any other in the Pe- 
ninsula. Its establishments for grinding c'| )/ , 
•which were likewise a source of great jroii't, 
are now abandoned. The con)incrcc 'it Bil- 
boaj therefore., is at present its sole dependence, 
which, however it must be allov’cd, is i;>:’, 

i 

rnense. Bilboa receives and exports every dc- 
Kcriptioh of t<!erchiii;ii,’2e. The greatest part of 
the wool sent abroad Spain is shipped at 
this port ; as also a coo fy!?rablc quantity of 
iron and chesnuts, the chief produce of tlic 
soil of Biscay Proper, which, with regard to 
other articles, is nearly barren. For Bilboa 
likewise is consigned a’mor.t every commodity 
exported from tijc various eoimfries of Eur(>pc 
for the use of the iiorthcri! I'rovinees of 
Spain. Its principal connecficais are with 
isngland, I'rance, and America. It contains 
about two hundred eommcrciul houses, among 
which are several Irish, some German, and 
seven or eight French.* 


* Within eight or iiiiio years, Bilboa has cxperiencet 
a consiiier.i!)le alteration. Its commerce has not been sf 
much iiijmvcl by tlie war as there was reason to appre 
feend. 'the deinand for Spanish wool has rather incr^set 
than ttirn'mishcid : and that . portion of .capital which cendt 
not be ea.ployed in comniercei has be^n applied to tjie 
ti<j^ and improvement of buildings^ 
ha$,flMv^i)olittk|embdIubffleut. • : 
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Foreigners are not permitted, however, to 
^ houses ill Diiboa. An austere and jealous 
^SrSt'of liberty exercises in this place a species 
ty'"feiioy which greatly impairs the interest 
felt by^'^hc philosopher, on contemplating the 
general principles and institutions of the Bis- 
ca^n govchiment. The province of Sefiorib 
raaiuhuiis its imperfect, and in some instances 
chimerical privileges, against the monarch of 
Spain, with the uicst determined pertinacity, and 
. will not, withont the greatest hesitation, admit 
any persons born beyond its limits to enjoy 
them. It obliges even tfiose w'hom ii-wishes 
to receive into its bosom to submit to the most 
harassing formalities and ceremonies; and the 
French jiarticularly, before the last rupture 
between the two countries. Mere more strictly 
dealt with than other strangers. A foreigner, 
for instance, is not sufl’ered to hire a house at 
Bilboa in his own name, but is obliged to bor- 
row that of one of the inhabitants ; and every 
man is considered by the Biscayans as a fo- 
reigner 'who was not born w iljiin the limits of 
their territory. If any foreigner or stranger, in 
this sense of the term, desires to be naturalized 
iii|ltisi$ay, it is necessary for him, even should 

h^ be a €a8tiligD,.to prove *wf,at is called his 

> • 

filiation; i. <e. to prove that he is the offspring 
of parents who were neither Jews nof heretics, 

c 
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and who were not engaged in base or servile 
oc^UpaiioQs; and, in the opinion of the no71(? 
S^it^jraas, the catalogue of these occupa/4o.|i;^ 
is of Oo trifling length. To accoraplisl/ this 
object, commissioners are sent, at the <*' '.pence 
of the petitioner, to the place of his birth, to 
inspect his papers and examine eviuence, vho 
find it for their interest to prolong an eo’ploy- 
ment so easy and profitable. There are, un- 
questionably, several metbod%of evading, or at 
least of abridging these ceremonials; but should 
envy or malic-e operate against the candidate, 
•they aro-sure to be attended with every possible 
rigour, and expeuce ; and I am acquainted 
with more than one instance, in which a can- 
didate has experienced the utmost severity. 
The right of citizenship, however, is in some 
parts more easily procured. 

Bilboa is situated near th.e sea, on the right 
bank of a river, which, though its course is 
but short, is of sufficient depth for the recep- 
tion of large merchantmen. This port is not 
the only one worjthy of attention on the coast 
of Biscay. Those of Passage and St, Sebas- 
tian deserve likewise to be particularly men- 
tioned. 

From Bayonni^'to Bilboa ‘Nereis no carriage 
road, andjalong the whole extent of this coast 
travellingf by land is far from commodious. 
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^otn Ilernani, however, the first coosiderable 
' wn met with on leaving Irun, an admin^te 
roat'i|is constructed to St. Sebastian, over d se- 
ries o\mountains, from the summit of which 
the traveler has a full view of the latter place 
in his appYoach towards it. This small city 
i.s ‘ •'onnected with the continent by a low 
and narrow neck of land. Its port, if that 
naffte can with pro'priety be applied to an ar- 
tificial shelter aJoVded by a mole for fifteen j 
or twenty merchant vessels, is commanded by 
an eminence, on which is an ancient ctf«tl« 
in ruins. From various points of a sloping and 
spiral w'alk, whit'h conducts to this* castle, the 
smallness of' (he port is particularly striking. 
St. Sebastian is neatly and regularly built, and 
exhibits a scene of extraordinary activity. It 
is (he capital of Guipuscoa, and the place of 
residence of its governor. 

From St. Sebastian to Passage the distance is 
only one short league. To arrive there, the 
traveller must proceed along the shore, at the 
foot o^* mountains, encircling a capacious and 
immense bay, apparently surrounded on every 
by land, and exhibiting, consequently, at 
tue*first view, the aspect c^vast lake, instead 
of a gulf of the oSean. ' This is tl^ lunbour 
of Passage, which must be crosse^in order to 
KSfiif the city which bears ^s nan */ 1 (lit. s 
c 3 
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jnomtfBt of embarkation, it is most interestinSF 
A number of young Biscayans dispi^ 
t^^lsiheir singular language, which th<n^- 
jority of Spaniards themselves do not j|nd^cr- 
stand, who shall obtain the honour of gliding 
at- the helm during this raomentoi|g voyage 
of about half a league only in extent. .Vne 
city is built oi^ a very confined spot between 
the mountains and the bay,* and is commanflbd 
^by a castle, which, from cu»e» side, furnishes 
a view of this immense basin, and on the other 


a p«Qgpect of the open sea. 

This port of Passage, one of the largest, 
and perhapr the most secure in Europe, is of 
infinite importance to the prosperity of Bis 
cay ; and the demolition of it, which, if ru 
moiir may be credited, it was once in contem- 
plation to demand from its inhabitants, would 
have hern far more injurious to Spain than 
beneficial to France; and this observation ap- 
plies equally to the port of St. Sebastian, and 
to that of Fontarabia, another small port at the 
mouth of the Bidatisoa. Indeed I must take this 


opportunity to remark, thattbe ^unbition of con- 
quest very frequently leads to erroneous cV,- 
culations, while enlightened policy ex^endsUi j 
views into futurity ; possessions thus valuable 
to a neighbouring state are often of more 
value ^0 ^lirselve^s, by being suffered in 
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^inaiu in its power, than they would be, were 
ijf^cy to become ours by actual conquest; a 
wls^dc of acquisition of which the inseqttr% 
bec^{ines obvious, from nuifierous and strik- 
ing c.t^nples. If of a neighbouring power we 
arc at a\l (Ii:sirous of creating ^n ally ; by leav- 
i'jg him ik the undisturbed enjoyment of his 
pos esHous, we obtain an additional pledge 
of his fidelity, while our comfliest and appro- 
priation of any •''f them may reasonably be 
expec^d to operate as a bar to cordial al-/ 
liancc and attachment. The cession of Gib- 
raltar to the English at the peace of JLItrCclU, 
is, perhaps, the principal guarantee of the al- 
liance between France and Spain * and if we 
may credit irespcctable authority, M. dc Torcy 
considered the matter precisely in this point of 
view. 

Continue, then, happy Biscayans, peace- 
ably to enjoy those three ports, which arc the 
grand sources of your prosperity, and let us 
unite our hopes that Frenchmen, again con- 
nected with you by the ties of cordial amity, 
will be eni|rloyed only in assisting you to pre- 
i|rveEhem from iiiyasion by a common enemy ! 

Wkile-travellitig through the country which 
liTose Biscayans have fertiiieed, and as it were 
»aimate4 by thellr labburs, even |ritliout the 
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co-operalion of their Sovereign (who, in^ 
confWuiii)' to their views and wishes, dives 
of the title of King, and is cont^ 
liMnwatof iSVigntor), it is impossible nii^to 
feel a sentiment of respect and adm^tion. 
These three provinces are the asylujn of in- 
dustry and freedom, by wliioh ^ery o^' 
ject is influenced and improved througlj<mt 
the whole extent of Biscay; its hills and 
valleys exhibit all the eflectS of unwearied and 
(Successful cultivation. For tffe space oHhirty 
Jeagucs from the Bidassoa to Vittoria, some 
neV^^sillage or hamlet js incessantly present- 
ing itself to the view of the delighted traveller. 
The towns «f Villa-Franca, Villa-Real, and 


pr|Oii(dragon, breathe an air of serenity and 
ibeerfuluess. How different the aspect of 
this country from that immediately adjacent ! 
I have no wish to exhibit in a ludicrous 


point of view the inhabitants of Castile, for 
whose merits I have a high esteem ; but they 
are as silent and dreary as their plains ; their 
dark and austere countenances reflecting only 
the image of poverty and misery. In Kscay 
there is a different complexion, a diflprent 
physiognomy, a different character j fte&l gay, j 
and hospitable, its natives appear conxcioffs 
of their happiness, and desirous that those 
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ire witnesses should also become ' 
of it. 

i(ill notfasily forget an adventure 
'some ^}ears since, occurred to me at Villt- 
Franca On reaching this place early in one 
of the tint evenings of autumn, in company 
with another traveller, we rambled amidst the 
scenery of its environs, admiring their verdant 
luxuriance and varied cultivatfon. Groupes 
of peasants, scatto;ed through the orchards, 
attracted our attention, as we also awakened 
theirs. An impulse of curiosity natural tq^ 
strangers, led us mutually to approacHr^itly. 
friend and myself spoke the Spanish language 
with tolerable fluency, and though we knew 
that there is no affinity between that and the 
language of the Biscayans, we could scarce- 
ly persuade ourselves how it was possible, tiiat 
in a province so long subject to Spain, the 
language of the Sovereign should be totally 
unknown. This, however, being unfortunately 
the case, we were obliged to have recourse to 
the primitive language of lojoks and gestures, 
hy which Wb^n made our new acquaintances 
unjUrsmnd that we had a desire to taste 
tteir nluits, They instantly and eagerly 
broughy us some ; ohr hahd/*were filled, they 
wished/also to fill our pockets; several ran 
tojirojure for us eggs and poulfy;(and it 




modern state 


u 

was not ■without considerable difficulty 
could prevail upon them to admit 

for declining them : wc rea-rpfted 
that our gestures were our only iiJh-prc- 
ters. It was necessary at length to^parate. 
We had rambled at hazard^ and now un- 
able to find our way back to the hotel ; but 
no sooner did the Biscayan peasants perceive 
the cause of our embai;rassiucnt, than they 
stepped forward and offerpd to conduct us. 
Those who did not actually accompany us, fol- 
''Jowed us with their eyes for a considerable 
* time.’*'''In ours they* perceived astonishment 
at their assiduous hospitajitj ; a sentiment 
which they evidently considered as unkind. 
We bestowed on them some tokens of our gra- 
titude, which they received in such a manner 
as shewed that their attentions to us had been 
perfectly disinterested. Wc might, in short, 
have almost persuaded ourselves that wc were 
quitting those islanders whom the interesting 
narratives of Cook and Bougainville have 
taught us so ranch to admire:^ yet we were 
only twenty leagues di8taut.-ftom Bayo|?ine. 

Sodifierent are the BisBiijFaiis from.fthe^’n- 
babitants of Castile, that they appear t^ Uvq u^i- 
der another goveWmept. Iq several respects, in- 
deed, tbekt country is considered as beyond the 
p^tu^^fromiers of Spain. With some t 
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S tious, all foreign produce is introduced into 
. uty free, and is inspected and taxed onlj 
wh Ml it reaches the inland frontier. Biscay 
has, resides, several privileges’, which are de-- 
fcMidcd vv.ith great jealousy, but which have 
laKeilv J.x. (M'ienccd more th^n one attack. 
The prohibition, for instance, of foreign to- 
bacco and muslins has hecMi extended to that 
country ; so precarious indeed* every where 
is the possession < f liberty. In Biscay, how- 
ever, they still preserve many of its forms. 
We have already intimated that their cou^ 
tribution for the servietj of goverumi*«v ■'as-, 
sumes the name and character of a free gift. 
If the King requires a certain number of men 
for his army or navy, this is communicated to 
the administration of Biscay, by whom the 
levies are raised in proportipn to the ability of 
each commune. The royal authority exacts no- 
thing imperiously, and is almost on every 
occasion obliged to componnd with them. 
In more than one instance, Biscay has paid 
no attention to the commandos of the court, nor 
to theiupremedecigipnsof thecouncil ofCastile, 
w^en lliese det^Mtins have been deemed incom- 
^latiblA with its ancient statutes. It possesses 
also peydiar tribunalsof^ flstltJe. In the province 
pf Bis/sifi properly so called, there w aj^]i^|)eal 
^rptn j[he*senteact! of the corregidoJto 
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inte 'with the title of Juez Mayor, who is ^ 
the same time guardian of their privileges. Tw ? 
na^strate^ however, is appointed by the ^ing, 
and his only hope of attaining those superior 
distinctions to which he uniformly aspp-s, rests 
on his socuring.the favour of his Sow^reign. 

The Biscayans maintain wliat^ they call 
their freedom with an energy highly honour- 
able to their character. The policy of the 
court with regard to them appears to result 
y more from esteem and respect than from a fear 
^ ?f popular insurrection.* It must be admitted, 
'howfifWj that, with perhaps more archness and 
intrigue than generally attach to the character 
of freemen, they have now for more than a 
century found means to secure these favours 
of the court from their primiiivc source; 
they also constantly take care that some of 
their fellow-citizens, in consequence of their 
i|[^upying sit nations in the army, navy, public 
laffices, or occasionally in the ministry itself, 
Shall be mediators and advocates for them be- 
fore the throne. They shew themselves, 'how- 

* In 180 -r the establishment of a Oe«r land-tax la irtS^<ajr 
gave rise to disturbances, of a far less serious chaipter thai^ 
waa represented in vairoas publications, and whicU the dburt 
tonninatedby banishing firo&i the ‘province tnauv of the 
landed pnjprli tprs, who were supposed to be pA'ncipaOy 
eoBcaneet in them. 



OF SPAIN. 


27 

I notwithstanding this circumstance^ wor- 
freedom, and for its preser\ ation have 
nude more than one real sacrifice. Their 
.^version to custom-house duties they have 
on variour occasions shewn to be absolutely 
insurmountable. In 17 1& the Minister Pa- 
tinho had nearly caused an insurrection by 
an endeavour to introduce this species of im- 
post. in 1 i7^, when the commcrcd of Spanish 
America was thrown open to many ports of the 
mother country, tho:e of Biscay might have 
been admitted into the number, if the in- 
habitants would have submitted to the payTi..iit' 
of customs ; but collectors of revenue they have 
always considered as the satellites of despotism, 
and the^benefits thus proposed to them by their 
Sovereign they declined, from a noble Jea- 
lousy of their freedom. They cannot, t*re- 
forc, freight vessels for America, unless they 
arc fitted out iu the ports of a different 
province ; and thus that portion of the Span- 
ish people best skilled in navigation, and most 
adapted for colonial commerce^ is content to 
sacrifice cine of its most important advantages, 
for thr. salie of preserving at least a remnant of 
its rreedonlk In the same manner, before the war 
which ternnnated in the indejleoifence of £ng-, 
lisb XmeiipvLf the whole population q&.on^of 
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th/e American states bound themselves by 
totally to abstain from the use of 
ibodj in order to promote that growth of wool 
which would ’supersede any necessity^ for the 
manufactures of the mother country. 

The Biscayans, indeed, since the beginning 
of the present century, have possessed an ad- 
\antage over the rest of Spain with respect to 
American commerce. The Caraccas, or as it is 
sometimes called, the Guipuscoa Compain, 
kept its magazines in tire port of Passage, and 
lliciice fitted out its expeditions; but during 
ihi^ast war with Eingland, it experienced dis- 
asters w’hich determined the government to re- 
lieve it from a burden which it found intoler 
ably heavy, and to discharge the company from 
various expences attending its establisliment, 
W'itftut excluding it from the commerce of the 
Caraccas. 

Biscay', thus distinguished by its roads, its 
cultivation, and its political privileges, is still 
more distinguished by its industry, -which ie 
chiefly exercised on the principal produce ot 
tlie country, iron; To complete the art oj 
raising and working thiC metal, xlcoim^ if 
bad to foreign correspondence, lectures, ^nc 
travels; Af 6erg^a, there is a patriotic school. 

tbe sdebce of metallurgy, is taught 
jthcyno^nble masters, some of whon, ,as ou; 
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('i.'imable fellow-citizen Proust, have been 
iiifi.cd for this purpose from neighbouring 
hii gdoms. Young chemists ha^’e been sent 
to Sweden and Germany, and frorn the irfanu- 
ffictories established in these states, and even 
from the bo\ els of a foreign soil, ‘have drawn 
information which they have applied to the 
advantage of their country ; a woyd which in 
Biscay is something m»re than an empty name. 
Its inhabitants, insn’ated by their situation, 
their language, and their political establish- 
ments, circumscribed within narrow bounds, 
and surrounded by their native mountains, are 
called both by nature and by polic}^ to the 
cultivation of patriotism, and arc faithful to 
the call. It is this sentiment which has 
produced the schools of Bcrgara, where the 
nobility of the country are educated at the 
expence of the state, and also those valuable 
associations which have operated as models 
for the numerous societies of a similar de- 
scription, that during the last thirty years have 
appearell. throughput the wht)le kingdom of 
Spain. I^rom ttie isaoie sentiment, in short, 
has very recently originated a pew opening for 
the applii^ation of * Biscay aj[i Ig^ustry, by the 
construction of the port of hfefwcen ^ 

Sebastiavi and Bilboa. 
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^Having thus sketched the situation of 
in reference to freedom and politicareq^ 
; I shajl proceed to give an account of 
it DD^rel j as traveller. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Continuation of iravels^hrough Biscay. Par- 
tic utars relating to Vittoria, Pancorro, and 
Burgos. The canal of Castile. Vallado- 
lid. The two c'fies of Medind. Excursion 
to the Jdngdom of Leon. Salamanca, Sego- 
via, %c. 

The first town after lea,ving Irun is Ilcr- 
nani, surrounded by mountains, separated 
from each other by narrow, but verdant val- 
leys. It is watered by a small river, the 
course of which, on quitting Hernani, is fol- 
lowed for a considerable time. At Tolosa, (the 
place where the Bayonne stage stops on the 
first night of its journey to Madrid) this river 
is again perceivable, but is then lost sight of till 
"ihe traveller reaches Mondragon. W ithin this 
space passes and repasses 4 over a number 
of stone bridgei^ suNtantially built and ele- 
gantly ornamented j a^'species of luxury which, 
in all works connected with pidilic utility, is 
highl5^ gratifying to the S^diiitfd. ■ 

A few leagues from Tol(»a» the^roidy^w 
throygb the small city of Alegria, ilic wrih-. 
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place of many disdnguislicd Spanian^, 
among' others, of Mcndizabal, so jus<!}-^-ele^ 
brated in the navy. Villa-Franea, where ihc 
mules are changed, is the next town, 1 o n Villa- 
Real, from which there is a long am: steep de- 
scent on the side of a mountain f> .Anznela, 
whence a fresh relay conducts to the little 
city of Mondragon. Two leagues iicfore we 
arrived at this place, the road is divided 
into two branches, one of wliicli leads to 
Madrid, while the other, in a direction to 
^the right, extends to Durango, (whence it • 

• termlTTates ) ou the. road to Bilhoa. Beyond 
Durango,^ the road is impassable for car- 
riages ; and to go from I^ayonnc to Bilboa 
with convenience, the lra\cllcr must jiass 
through Vittoria. But there is a very tole- 
rable road directly from Madrid to Bilboa, 
through Orduna, where there is an establish- 
ment for collecting what may be called the 
inland customs of Biscay. 

From Mondragon there arc five long leagues 
to Vittoria, wbi<;h, however, may be p/ASsed in 
less than four hours, though the steep and 
dangerous ascent of Salinas intervenes, in^ur- 
mountiiig which so many accidentshave at vari- 
tHjs times occurred.* ^ One of these, shine years 
sino^ befel a carriage in which .one of my 
friends wws of the party, which mcrit^ ^par- ^ 
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^cuLipyT count . » ' Y. liich the reader will be- 
iu ej'ii. .. * wall the nianiiers of one 
(Irivv of co!}le lliroughout Spriiii. There arc 
iev,^ inul rarfers., or coacliinen^ who, on 

ineiintin; llie box, or setting off on their jour- 
{iinc (\(\ <0 make ihc sign of the crass, or mut- 

tei soDK Tiiver, and who do not, indoi^d, carry 
<h* some relics or seapularics. By these 
|)reii:nik; ; y <'jaru]:itioiis, and these sacred charm s_, 
lory con ider lliemselves as secured from mis- 
loiluiie. "J'he of ihc carriage in qiics-y 

lain had i>y no ineairs '^een iinaUmrl* v'.‘ to ilicv^ 
adinirabi' precautions, •which, however, v;cm 
found im lTccutuab In climbing up the side of 
idlinas, bis mules deceived Iiis vigilance, and 
drew the c;UTiage ov<u‘ a precipice. The })as- 
sena^ers. fiowcvcr, met with no other jMO’soual 
injury than what arose from a fev^ bi uises, and 
the muleteer himself experience- oniy a little 
tem}K>rary deformity of features. It migld have 
)een supposed that, in th'" slighlriess of this ca- 
lamity; lie might have perceived a signal tiroof 
of iheNjirotectioa of Provideiice, and of the an- 
gels or saints employed as its miinsters; but 
this •was far from being the case W hile the 
passengers were rising and extricating iheiri- 
selvcs from their confinerilcnt!^ collcctjcg tj^AV 
scattered property, and deploring^ the J^s or 
which they had susta ned, tho miAle- 
a most unholy par o^^ysin of i age, snatched . 
D 


VOL. i. 
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his relics and scapularies from the place '.pf the}/; 
deposit, tore them in a thousand pieces, anl- traiiw 
pling them under his feet, thundered out a li^lnyf 
of his own invention, Al deiuones Santa- Barb'^ra; 
a los (iLthlos San-Francisco ; al injicrn hiuestra 
Seiiora dci carman, ^c. ^c. ; and, cursing the 
weakness or treachery of all the saints in suc- 
•cession, whether male or female, whose votary 
he had been, limst energetically announced to 
tltcm, that they had now lost his confidence for 

l 

ever. Nothing less than this was sulTicicnt to 
lastore the coachman to tranquillity, or even to . 
produce his usual gaiety. 

After passing the town of Salinas, we as- 
cended the mountains, and on rc descending, 
on the other side, we observed them gradu- 
ally decreasing in elevation, becoming less 
fiequent and receding from our view. Hav- 
ing at length entirely cleared them, we reached 
the city of Viitoria, the capital of the province 
of Aiava. It is situated in the midst of a well- 
ciilfivatcd plain, abounding in villages. The 
greater part (►f this, city is j|l.boiU nnd i|(l paved, 
but it presents indi^^Oqii^^nl^igreat industry and 
nctivify. Within the iMt' few years, it h^s bad 
Advantage of a felfgc square, each side of 
eye nineteen arcades'; and, 
jtoiw^istnndtBg some defects whit;h might be 
pointea out in this!! yarige of arcbitectqre, it- 
)uld rtoiionoor.io a far more consLderablefciJ/3 



OF SPAIN. 


35 


-<han ‘S^’ittoria. The plan was designed hy M. 
'“Olaynik*:, a native of the place, who, in con- 
s'^t^alicg his talents to the embeliishment of 
tiiCic>>iintiy in which they were produced and 
cLci ishcd, hui exhibited a pleasitg and valuable 
example for imitation. 

V itloria being the last city of Biscay, on the 
Ca tiiian frontier, certain formalities are re- 
quired there, which are often seVere, and always 
disagreeable. Carriages and goods passingthrough 
tiiis place to or from tlie province of Bisca}', ar^ 
here rigorously inspected ; suspected letters are in- 
tercepted; letters in uncommon characters ane 
decyphered; the couriers even of government 
are sometimes arrested, when they abuse their 
passpmt for the purpose of smuggling, especi- 
ally in the exportation of coin, which of all 
crimes that can be committed against the revenue 
in Spain, is the most unpardonable. In 1792, I 
had no opportunity to perceive all these circum- 


stances of rigoUr, thoiigh this was the period in 
which the animosity of Spain against every thing ' 
connecV;d with the French revolution began to 
manifest itself in every^pbssible manner. 1 fortu- 
nately, however, ex ^erienced^the greatest polite- 


ness and "civility in all my oHl^al^ transactions. 
M. d’yUava, who at thaf tiifte atled js govei^r, 
undertook to permit my eutrancie into Owtile, 


, upoH^lie mere exhibition of my passport, though 
formal permission from the court was ^en re- 


D 2 
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quisiie to proceed beyond Viftoria. Aj.rccab?y 
to a recent law, the ob_Ject of wbicb is to ci. 'ou- 
tage the manufaflure of carriages in Spa^i, a 
tenth part of their value, estimated by a p .sou 
skilled in appraising them, is demanded for all 
fpreign carriages that enter the country, and 
this deposit is not returned till the carriage, 
of which a certified description is gi\en to the 
traveller, ropa.sscs the ficntiers. By the in- 
terposition of an agent, to whom I had a let- 
‘ter of address, and w'hosc services I found of 
great value, I was esempted from this trouble- 
some tax. 

These V ere not the whole, nor the most 'en- 
dearing marks of attention I expcr'cnccd from the 
amiable inhabitants of Vittoria. Some months 
afterwards, my family having arrived from the 
north of Germany, took up their residence among 
them, waiting until they made arrangements 
for joining me. One of my eHildlren was attacked 
V ith a V cry severe illness. ' ^They shared our an- 
guish — they lavished’ upon the ehild all the trea- 
sures of the mcdicdl, s'cTdl^i— uj[iou its. mother, 
all the endeafmdn|'3^^^Bc3ation: our gratittlde 
fpr Uieir escheat -^jUdct is indelibly engraven 
upon oiw’^V^|y!f®‘^l:cept of our homage, 
^^iltants - of Alava, Whose atmos- 
phere io'^be sacred to benevolence 1 Ye 
amiable womans mothers of families, ^Ijp, iff 
your kindness heart, so often regretted that 
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vou hsfJ 110 interpreter but a language unknown 
to tWsc whom you sought to restore to hope and 
litu; and you, Don Antonio, a surgeon whose 
ser’{ibility equals your talents, who as it Avere 
adopted that infant with whose loss wc were 
threatened, and for whose preservation wc, arc 
indebted to you— Reader, I beseech you pardon 
this ovcrflo\ving of a paternal heart ! 

A rcsidoiice at Vittoria is* not without its 
charms to those who view as blessing’s the tran- 
quillity of the mind, the enjoyments afforded by 
simple nature, with cheap and abundant means of 
subsistence. The cliinate«is temperate, allhongli 
the vicinityxof the mountains which bound its 
horizon, particularly towards the north, renders 
the winter sei ere. The plain which surrounds it 
produces every necessary of life, and particularly 
fruits and grain of an exrollciit (jnality. The 
dissipation and the frivolities of great cities arc 
.here unknown ; but we may enjoy tho-e inno- 
cent pleasures which are the delight of hearts 
ns yet uninfected with the refinements of civiliza- 
tion ” at stated periods of .the year, they cele- 
brate festivals in which the^oung men, the girls, 
and the married couples outhe place are succes- 
sivel^the prominent characters; cerononies affect- 
ing from tlieir simplicity',* wRTch at once prove 
the purity of their morals and guarantee them 
a^^st contamination ! 

Upon leaving Vittoriu, on the righ’t wo find 
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the river ' of Arriaza, wliich i crossed by a riorie 
bridge. We afterwards pass through the \ilnoes 
of Puella and Arriiiuon; aflor haring doai^! a 
niountain, wc have before ns a leaei’c of 
and good load, construacd like a tuuLvav 
whi<h leads us t6 Miianda. Half way on {ho 
road a marble column appeals the iiocript.oo 
on which points out the limits between thepio- 
Ttnees of Alava and Castile; a moaument pci- 
fiapstoo pompous for the subject. 

Miranda, a small town five leagues from \ it- 
toria, is divided by the Ebro into two iiiitqi'al 
parts. This river, wMch Northerly served us the 
south bouiidqry of the conquests of Chailotuiiguc 
as well as of the French in 1795, is, one of those 
objects vvhidi have been magnified by the magic 
of history, but do not keep pace with their 
reputation. It is true that at Miranda the Ebro 
is still very near its source at the foot of the 
mountains of Asturias; but the Ebro, which 
traverses from the north-west to the south-east 
the gicalest part of northern Spain, has been to 
our days almost evitirey’’ iin'fit for navi^tion. 
We shall see in the vmiH of this work what has 
been umteiteheti’ tbPrendering it useful to\he 
provinces tfaebugit {which it pas^s. 

Atm«iHla>ibn'i>bva is'diiossed by a very fine 
bridge/ 'WeybStfeflla ftont A- small ktotfy 'hill, 
Buriwoun^' byfla'rti^ti'ous casile* whieli doeHbt 
hi all embeUiBhtbjphrklttiriri^ sSootf'anhi'wards 
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\>t perc eive the high rocks of Pancorvo, grouped 
in ;■ (.u turesque manner, and which have already 
exeU ^ed the pencil of more than one traveller. 
Tv/h !oagueb further, at Mayago, is the entrance 
of the narrow and winding valley formed by 
these rocks; and half a lcague*onward, at their 
1» ‘ ands the village which bears their name. 

In a I iiort space we meet with two others, Santa- 
Maiia del Ciibo and el Cubo, where the misery 
and laziness of Castile is shewn in all their defor- 

• 

mity. ^V*e afterwards traverse vast plains tolc* 
rably well cultivated, until we reach Bribiesca, 
a small town surrounded frith walls, having fout 
gates placcd\symmetrically. The road leaves 
this place on t.he left. 

In 1777 and 1785 I found Bribiesca gloomy 
and stripped of its verdure; worthy, in a word, 
of the parched Castile; in 171)2, however, it 
seemed as if it. had acquired some gardens and 
orchards. This w^s nqt the only change for the 
better I remarked ontmy joui;ney. 

The road from, h:un to Bribiesca was always 
good. Almost every where ihwas adorned witli 
trees, which, however, idgqtu^r^tsitcceeded but 
badly, and on the sides wefe#tfue fftWeS OfCcurriog 
by far^ca often. The road ji&olftff .alfctin ,sQinef - 
places tqo narrow. Jn fprqimgii it ithe iWhdW- 
iants have bben too sparing oftbeir g/oUlid; thhy 
have )68 s occasion for this in Sp|dn than in jFrance. 

' From Bribiesca to Burgos is six leagues* and 
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the road lies through the most parched aiii^iaked ' 
distciot iti^«£nrope; it passes through tNv.of 
the most miserablc^villages in Spain^ Monaafwio 
anB Quintana. Near the latter place is a^3*5Q^ 
&ie stone bridge. 

BurgoS;, the capital of Old Castile^ is agreeably 
situated upOti the right bank of the Arlancjou, 
at the foot of an eminence upon which an old cas^ 
tic displays its ruins. Formerly this city \i as rc- 
^markable for its riches, industry, and commerce; 
it now presents the perfect image of poverty, 
idleness, and depopulation. It does not con- 
t&in moi% than lOjOtX) iiiliabitants. Its only branch 
of trade is njaw confined to the car/'age of wool, 
which is sent off for embarkation in the north of 
Spain. Its manufactures, if we except that of 
leather, which is only of twenty years standing, 
scarcely deserve to be mentioned. It proves, as 
do hiany other cities in Spain, that the luxury 
of the church absorbs and keeps in a state of 
Stagnation, riches which vTould be suSicieat to 
ameliorate aa entire' district. The magnipcence 
of tlie cathedral ofdBurgos forms a disgusting con> 
vtaasttritk thacabb^h n^ich surrounds it. This 
andr-we^ prwerved edifice, is a:* r/icf 
' id’Attoae e^gt|nc0 in the Gothic style;- ^One of 
''itsahkf^B^OVtainsa picture hy Micbaej Angelo, 

> m^eaeidiii^the Virgin clothing tlic infant Jesu«, 
efpet apona table. We recognise 
of nobleness and grandeur which this 
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"painlcr Iiuew how to give to his figures, with 
that '.igour and correctness of design , to whichi 

*lic soinetiuicb sacrificed the arraces. 

® • 

''‘be cathedral is almost opposite one of the 
three budges ivhich cross the Arlan^on. On the 
othei .ide this bridge in a subuib, is to be foiind 
a luiiaculous iar'ge, which is better known, and 
aMiacis more curiosity than the picture of 
Michael Angelo. is preserved in an obscure 
chapel, crowded with cr w//s and silver lamps. 
Strangers are introduced with a mysterious pomp, 
which has something imposing in it, even to peo- 
ple not superstitiously ittalined. The veneralde 
crucifix is coKccaled behind three curtains, which 
are drawn aside one after another with an afiected 
slowness and solemniiv, which still adds to the 
religious efl’ect. The Mi’gar believe that the 
beard of the image still gro\i - devotees ascribe 
several miracles to it; but unprejudiced eyes 
see nothing extraordinary about it. 

Burgos is the biftb-pJace of two celebrated cap- 
■taiiif, whose fame is not confined to Spain, Fer- 
dinand Gonzales and the Cid.Campeador. In the 
time of Charles the iiftli, a ^umpba} arch of verj 
good taste was erected in Imemory of the for* 
mer^; jyid latterly JJnrgos has paid the same tri- 
bute to the Cid, by/aising a monument upon the 
spot whefe bis house is supposed ,to have stood. 
The Spaniards deserve admjration for the honor 
they dty^a the memory of their heroes* of whom 
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' tbcj i^ib.tbeMtnc r-everencc that a ruinecf 
nation dcr^tofrifs ancient opulence; perhaps Ave 
may rather say of the Spaniards, that they mep.tioii 
their ancestors with that tone of ardor 
proves, that the sentiment of Avhat is grand and 
beantiful, although it may have disappeared for 
a long interval, is not yet extinguished among 
them, and that they only wait for occasion to 
celebrate its renovation. • 

, The New Square of Burgos, surrounded by 
uniform houses, hat small and paltry in their ap- 
pearance, deserves, to be mentioned, only because 
they have placed a pedestrian statu^ of Charles 
III. in bron:ze in the centre : it, is bsraly designed, 
and worse executed. We should not remark it 
oil this account, were it not almost the only mo- 
nument of the kind in Spain. The Spaniards, 
devoted as they are in genera] to their Sovereigns, 
have been less prodigal hind of homagq 

than most oiher nations. . , 3 - .t,; 

If the interior of. ;Burgos';crcates unpleasant 
ideas in the mind: of the traveller, its envjroira 
at least are embellished and fertilized by the 
Waters qf the, iAirlats«n. This river meanders 
through' luxvtpnt.mlado'ws, and it has to. bdast 
of thr.e%.,yery finie stone bridges withi a.. hal f a 
league .of»eqch other ; i^ w-adjes the walls.of two . 
io'nmarkuble e4ihce% .situated lower (town than 

M ity:, one of thpm is the monastrV o( '’Las 
%as, a convient for'Indies, whose abbess 
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considerable privilcj^ anA a jurisdiction r^'.s■era■i' 
blin^; that of a petty soverei-'^n ; the other is th^ 
'Hospital (Id Rci‘, retnaidcable fot'its neatness and 
the Ir '^aiLhiiiess of its situation! The ^'aniards 
may 5 ;i\c lessons to the most polished nations by 
those monuments of, charity. A criiel prejudice 
has not yet taiiglit them to fear that the' wretched 
will ever look with repugnance at an asj lum open- 
ing its gales to alle- iate their sufferings! 

There is also near Burgos an edifice vvorfliy of' 
the curiosity of the traveller ; it is the Chartreuse 
' dc Mirajlores, where Ifcing John II. and his Queen' 
nave tombs ^jrccted to thenf, magnificent at least 
frflra their iriwerlajs, and where these are some 
pictures remarkable for their gaud}' colouring. 

In the environs of Burgos tJierc arc plenty of 
trees as ornaments for its avenues and prome- 
nades; but there is a great scarcity of fuel in 
thiscounlryj wlv^h is. besides one of the cohle.'t 
in Spain ; a scarcity .severely felt in almost all 
the interior part of the kingdom. li began to 
attract the attention of government in 1 7 5b’. An 
oi'donnance of the Council cTf' Castile* enjoined 
each inhabitant of tlse couhtlfer to plant five trees, 
but file execution of the'-wfleif' intriisted 
to m^ijcwcvithoat intelligence'' JEf' seemed as if 
surrounded ^by penal cnactEnenUi yct tHe obl 
ject 6f the government was not obtaitiC^^ Fn 
some "places thalice, in othcl’s pfcjddUe, par- 
ticularly yinrou^ibut ‘ (Mil 0astilc,“ dictated aiti 
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insinuation that the trees attracted birds and" 
other destroyers of grain ; in many places iiuprd- 
per attempts rendered the measure inefficacious ;*> 
here trees which began to succeed were cut 
by the passengers^ while in other districts they 
weye transplantod from a soil in which then flour- 
ished to another where they perished for w ant ot 
care ; almost every where the ordonnance w as ne- 
glected. At length, towards the latter end of the 
reign of Charles III, recourse was had to the most 
efficacious of measures, that of example • the King 
himself, in the environs of Madrid and at his ■ 
palaces; the Infanta, Don Gab'i id, in his grand 
priory of Malta; many grandees /.»f Spain, ^.nd 
rich individuals, in what they call their estates ; 
some patriotic societies, prelate^, and even Cnri,s ; 
all were animated by that public spirit which 
enjoys by anticipation those benefits of which 
\vc lay the foundation without being able to pro- 
fit by them ourselves; all etclaimed, like the old 
man in La Fontaine ; Owr gnui-nrand-children 
U'ill he indtbud lo hi for this shade." Tb^ pro- 
ceeded to rear plaijtafions upon a better scale, out 
0f»,tbe reach of the devastations of passengers, 
and particularly ol animals ; and alicadjido a 
feVVt^hards and c);umps of trees int errup t the 
uumaloliy^ of theHiorizon, enlivening with a little 
verdure the'parched and naked soil of La Mancha 
aadfthe two Castijps. 

^The Arlan^on is once more metV^ith, after 



OF SPAIN. 


45 

leaving^ Burgos, nor is it tost sight of until we 
• ornc to Villadrigo, a miserable village, al- 
though agreeably situated upqn the tight bank, 
al <hi‘ bottom of a vast plain, upon which some 
wretched viiievards arc scattered. We after- 
ward^ arrii'e at the PisuergA, ahotbet small 
river which floys from north to soath,thcwa- 
t - (tf which were meant to be incorporated with 
the (, Mjal of Castile, projected and commenced 
ntider Ferdinand Vf, and afterwards almost etii 
tirdv abandoned, to the great prejudice of Old 
Castile, to which it was of importance for the 
carriage and increase of Its produce. It was fo 
)«f^e comtn^jccd at Segoyia, coasfjd along the 
Eresma, whifb flows into the Douro, and then 
northwards tow'ards Reynosa, receiving the wa- 
ters of the rivulets upon its route It is only 20 
leagues from Reynosato the poit of^aiiit-Andcro. 
A tine road'WAi dihtlt* here, vvliich would have 
facilitated thO ‘Itt^rOHcWicrits intended for Old 
Castile, but which Will bte in ruins ere the canal 
be finished. In 17U2'’tliB grand road upon vvliich 
I^travelled from I^ith terinhaWd at the village 
Of Estepar; ithas stnec beetitarriOdscvoraiteaguea 
be^tmd Valladolid. 

Ofi tly? banks of the PSftefgJa, dud hfter hav 
' 5ug p!|,sscd two rn'tged mouiutaihi tbO'Itties of 
' ■Whit'h are ^ a'-lred by this riverj wc,fi»d Quintana 
dc la Puernte, near a stone bijidge tv ith I8*Ar(dies; 
afti rwar)?'. Torquemada. one of the dirtiest and 
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most i!iifs<*Talile places in Spain ; at the entrance 
into 'Whicb we' again pass the Pisuerj^a upon an- 
other bridge of 26 archesj, very soliO, an^l recent- 
ly in a' great measure rebu It ; ve lien see 
the village of Magaz, near which the Arlin/a 
joins the Arlati^on; a little fuither on, at he 
approach of the Due5.ts, these two riicrs .ire 
united to the Pisuerga, and then to the ('arrion. 
it is the junction of these lour riveis whif li, un- 
^ der the continued name of I’isuerga, skirts t'al- 
ladolid, before falling into the Douro or Diuao. 
Were it not for (be banks of the Pisueri a. i» Hik- 
ed here and thereby yinmpsof trees, there would 
be few landscapes more dismal or ij^Ore inonoi?^i- 
ous than the route between V illadrigo and Diic- 
r»a«. Before we ascend the eminence u{ on which 
this last town is situated, we remark on the left 


a Jarg-e convent of Benedictines, called San Isi- 
dro, in fioi'f of which is a new road begun in 
liHl In tl-' intendant of Palencia, and one of 
the b( s{ peiliaps in Enropc. 

'I'hi? road, undertaken when tbeprojeef was 
scarcely entered uppn of rendering the grand route 


of France practicable, was constructed at the 
etpOttCe of tlm naghbouring communes, • and 
mkipWrW as m’ Wldel to other countries. It 
proves,'* ’ar 'TVf. Tui^ot bad formerly done in 
Limhtisin, that dti intendant may, in some cir> 


tuiitttancds, be cxjrcmeh useful. I. shall add 



OP SPAllJ. 


47 

fliat it also proves, perhaps, that a atiperin- 
continued for soine time in office, is 
belter able than any temporary administrator, 
lio'.ever well tliosen, to carry into exeout on 
plans of a ceitaiii extent, audtobrin^ into action 
tint activity, and that desire ^f approbation, 
which alone can secuie success, and even to exer- 
cise that economy which will admit of multiplj- 
in^ useful euterprizes, 

Palencia is indebted for other embellibliments, 
and fur other ameliorations, to the cares pf tiu; 
. infendant of the province, aided by the chapter 
of the diocese. Situated ia^the centre of a couu-k 
tjyt/r‘'cnowno4'for its fertility (la Ticrra de Cam- 
pos), like many otfher provinces, it lias greatly 
fallen from its ancient splendor, and is now only 
remarkable by the dirtiness of its streets, the 
magnificence of its cathedral, and its manufactures 
of woollen coverlets, fiannels and serges, w hich 
are in full activity. 

Dueiias, which is only two leagues fiom Paleu- 
cia, although agreeably situated, is neverthelc'-s one 
of the most remarkable places in this route for its 
dirty and gloomy appearanc^. Some years ago 
it coidd boast of an inn wbicfaitravellers delighted 
to cite as an exception froti <the general ru(^: 
that i^hicfi the diligence stojf at is, on the cqp- 
trary, one <lf the most iheoaveuieut ip Spain.* 
Duen4s, however, is not withoin some appearance 
of industry/ Besides other articles, they'manu- 
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iactufe\ere a species ofwinetuns^ which are the 
only used in the country. 

After having, descended the hills ofDucBav 
we traverse the most naked and uninteresting 
country in the world, until we come within sight 
of - Talladolid. ' The stecpl es of this eity arc 
discovered on leaving Cabezon, and its large stone 
bridge. On this side Valladolid appears to ad- 
vantage, having an avenue of approach half 
a league in length, which has cross walks, and 
serves as a promenade. 

In 1777, the first time I saw this citv, I wa*; 
disgusted with the 'filthiness which e^cry wlicrc 
appeared,.hy which all the senScs^^'crc in tur?,'i,;- 
iacked. Eight years aftarwards I was less so, and 
in 1792 I found Valladolid, not only much 
cleaner, but greatly embellished. They have late- 
ly formed some agreeable plantations along the 
Pisuerga, upon the square called the Campo 
Grande, situated at one of the extremities of this 
city, remarkable for its immense size, and the 
thirteen churches which may be reckoned with- 
in its walls. 

Valladolid has /another very regular square, 
with three rowsp «f balconies, where * it is 
assarted that persons may be. seated. 1 

Judged of its capaciousness when, travelling for 
jbe first tifiae in Spain, 1 arrived at Valladolid 
hrecis^dy at the olomentwhcn they were cclebrat- 
Bg a bull fight, an event which ^occurs only 
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Once in Ihrcc years. Ad amateur could not have 
been »nore fortunate. I was struck with the 
j»r'<(]i;xious concourse of the curijpus which this 
/t' Ilf traded from several leagues arouud. The 
celebrated Torreador' Pepchillo, whom I after 
wards met with so often, had been seijt for on 
purpose from Madrid, He did homage to the 
aml>as‘.ador whom 1 accompanied by immolating 
several bulls, a respftt. commonly paid to per- 
sons of quality ; each of these bloody tributes 
was a signal for several pieces of gold being 
/jc.qm the box of the corregidor in which 
we wece sealed upon the ftleatre of PcpehMlo's 
( xTlloits ; he had Certainly no need of this en- 
couragement, for I never saw him more adroit 
or more fortunate.* Every thing iu this scene, 
which lasted nearly three hours, the s^iectacle, 
the kind of reception we experienced, the dres'’, 
the manners, and the language, all was new to 
us. At the end of the fete, the lodge of the 
corregidor was transformed into k hall de refrenco. 
Glasses'of water, chocolate, and sweetmeals of 
all sorts and colours were haaded about,' we 
were at a loss how to avoid th^ obliging- importu- 
nities with which we wcreovcar4'b«>boed;' and gfs-, 
tures ri^tb<.>-,tfaau language expifMbilnucgratitud#.. 

* He perislied, however, in l802,*l)av\g been literally tothia 
p">ces by a bull which was destined to ^ Vic3tittoS& 3elA 
tenty. 

von. I. 
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Tilts exhibition gave us a strong idea of the aflfar 
bility of the Castilians, and of their taste for de- 
licacies. 

Valladolid, among other remarkable churches, 
has that of the Dominicans, and of Saint Benedict, 
which have te boast of the kind of beauty pecu- 
liar to almost all the sacred edifices in Spain ; 
that is to say, they are spacious, and filled with 
altars surcharged with d^isOrations and gilding ; 
they besides contain tombs of white marble, 
sculptured with adttiirable care. The works of 
sculpture, whether in wood ormarbl cj iiLg emips 
or in bas-reli||MM^be referred to the era of the 
restoration olW^rts in Spai*i^ an age Vkiih 
produced Juan deJuni, Berraguptc, Becerro, and 
other artists little known beyond the Peninsula, 
but who would have done honour to more en- 
lightened times. The new cathedral of V alla- 
dolid is dcsciibed by the Abb6 Pons as a splendid 
monument. I saw nothing in it but a mass of 
blown dirty-coloured stones, a dork order of the 
worst kind, which reigns in pilasters around the 
nave, a high wall which forms the back of the 
choir, and conceals from those who enter at the' 
view of the rest o| the church. The goocf Abbe, 
who travelled in tlis character of an an^gj^uy artist, 
frcmueotly lavisbef eulogiym and ^riticism upon 
flblcls ttti^blerv|Dg of both. 

tladolid is o|ie of the most considerable cities 
(1 b Sfain ; it is the residence of a bis'hop, the seat 
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of an university, of A; patriotic society, of one of 
the sevf'n great colleges of the kingdom, and of 
one of the supreme tribunals which are called 
Cancillcria ; and notwithstanding this it does not 
contai n more than 20,000 inhabitants. In the time 
of Charles Lhc Fifth they amounted to 100,000. 
There were to be found in it all the necessaries 
of life, besides an ^tivc industry and commerce ; 
but indolence, and ’the enormous multiplica- 
tion of priests and monks have made all these* 
advantages disappear. The court which was 
soniefhnes fixed there, h3.^'ing been finally est£f 
bli^h^jd at Madrid under t^e reign of Phillip III, 
Carried in its' traH!«.»all' the opulOYit families. 
On every sideNvere to be seen houses Abandoned by 
their inhabitants, and mouldering into ruins: 
nothing now remains of its former opulence but 
a prodigious number, ofisacred edifices. Out of 
the town, in 8piilei,of the fertility of a country 
adapted for every kind of culture, and abound- 
ing in rivers, all is, nakedness and misery: 
within the city, the same baneful want of indus- 
try is observable. The only manufactures which 
have an appearance of success, are those of wool- 
len cloths. The goldsmiths abd jewellers have ac- 
quired .etiown, and they dcs^ri^ it; there are still 
a great number of them in Vie of the tnqst : 
quonted places of the cit vj bu| these are ndtiiS^ 
mediocrity. 

It has been attempted within these few vears 
E 2 
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rouse Valladolid from the state of lethargy into 
hich it has fallen. A school for (hawing, 
id an academy of mathematics wcrecslah]i*.lied ; 
iveral of the streets were improved by the 

i tablishment of a police ; its environs by pro- 
ehades and by plantations of chesnut trees, 
n coming out of Cumpo Grande where new al- 
jsys have been .lately planted, tli^'^e arc two 

f ues of excellent road toward'' Madrid, and 
lit towards Paleneia, through a naked roun- 
; for the scarcity of wood which forced Phi- 
lip III to abandon Valladolid, has cveii 'ilicrcas- 
led since his time. 

The adm'irers of the go a league out 

of this city to the convent of Fifcnsaldagne to 
see three pictures by Rubens, which may be com- 
pared on account of the freshness of their colours 
with any thing he Cvhr produced. Simancas, 
which is still the principal depot of the archives 
of the mouarchy, is only two leagues from Val- 
ladolid. 

Madder is successfully cultivated in a part of 
its environs, as well as in the provinces of Bur- 
gos and of Segovia, in the Asturias, Andalusia, 
Arragon and Catalonia. This plant, which is w ell 
known to be pec'diairly adapted to the tfrmate of 
i^.ain, did not attraii^t tlie attention of 'government 
*Its ci^^turc, in which considerable 
has been already made, produces to Spain 
of ten millions of reals, which %bc for- 
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mcrly paid to the Dutch. The madder of Spaia 
is better and cheaper than that of any other 
country. Foreigners begin to, appreciate its va- 
Inc; and even during the American war the 
English brought it from Medina del Campo, and 
from Ciudad JRodrigo, by the ‘ports of Portu- 
gal. This new branch of industry is so much 
t!»‘ more valuable, as the indigo manufactures 
aie daily incrcasingi. jn several "parts of Spain : 
and in order to encourage the , cultivation of, 
madder in the year 178^, a tax of forty-two 
><.a<s.o.a each quintal of foreign madder was im- 
posed. 

•< 1 hat part oftCastile v^ltith lies on the right in 
going from Burgos to Segovia, is a deserted 
country, and rarely visited by the modern Ira- 
veller; it contains, however, two cities which 
deserve a particular mention, were it only for the 
sake of congesting their present state with their 
past prosperity. 

Medina de Rio Seco, formerly cclcbraled by 
its manufactures, is reduced from a population 
of about thirty thousand soul* to fourteen hun- 
dred houses. Its fairs wer« such a source of 
opuldhce, that the Spaniards sumamed it In- 
dian Chiqi, the Little Indils. Nothing now 

^ y • 

remaiqs but^the ruins of ,itsl castle, which waa 

.strongly, but unsuccessfully, pesiegad by 
de Transtaiparc, in bis war agmnst the kifg, Dvn 
Pedro. 



A.' more poignant' Subject of regret is to ba 
found ib another city of the same name, Medi- 
na del Catnpo. ^Formerly the residence of se- 
veral monarchs, the Ihejtre of great events, and 
of very extensive eommerre, peopled with sixty 
or seventy thousand souls, it cannot now boast 
of above a thousand houses. Its celebrated fairs, 
its commerce in bills of exchange, its great depot 
for the cloths of Segovia, thij beauty"^ its edifices, 

, the neatness of its streets ; all these have ceased 
to exist, except in the annals of history. That 
which the ravages of accumulated ag es, .ioi pedr~ 
♦o the calamities of t]}Trse long and terrible wars 
which overturn wbol^wmires, h^ scarcely pM^ 
duced upon ancient citira'^JfSich have enjoyed 
some renown ; tvro centuries of idleness and of 
bad adminisiiatioq have efifected upon Medina 
del Campo, and some .other cities in Spain. Time 
seems to have flown With tenfold rapidity over 
them ; and fiom the depth of the tomb, in which 
they arc as it were swallowed up, we almost be- 
lieve their splendor to have been contemporary 
with that of PersepoHs and Palmyra. An ex- 
ample, iini(jue perhaps in the history of Eu- 
rope !— a subject worthy the profound cd^ita- 
tions of her philosophers. 

Next to the churches, which the Qpuleh.t and 
d^hful go lar^ly contribute to keep in re- 
^e finest edilce of Medina del Campo is 
ihambles. Philip the Third, whose extrava-. 
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gaiit enferpriscs cont^uted so much to the de» 
generation of Spain, has left this city at least a 
momnnent of his good will. 

The two INlediuas bring us in contact with the 
kingdom of Leon, of which we shall say a few 
wurds before resuming the route to Segovia. 

'.''‘iis country is one of the most parched and de- 
<t.rt belongiiigto Spain. Upon the road from Pa- 
lencia to Leon, its calintal, we meet with the canal 
of Campos, commenced under the administration 
of Ensenada, and destined to reanimate Castile 
and the kingdom of Leon ; as yet there are but 
twelve leagq/es completed, • and that in two &e-’ 
p&rate places si]^ lea<];dhs each in oxtent. It 
was intended to flow into the Douro b^ Palencia 
and Dueoas ; but it was interrupled for a long 
time, resumed by the minister Floiida Blanca, 
and once more abandoned for enterprises of more 
magnitude indeed, but perhaps less useful. It is 
not by such oscillations in national improve- 
meats that the regeneration of an empire is ef- 
fected! 

Leon, a city pleasantly sit&ated, important 
also when the kingdom befiHing its name was 
united to the crown of Cc»tile, has not a popu- 
lation.exc(»eding fifteen hundred. Inhabitants, for 
which 4here Hre thirteen chunshes and nine con- 
vents. Its environs are fertile,|howe’iSer, (Ukdi^i|n 
bellisbed with plantations. It has soma clotfl 
paanufactories, which have not full employment 
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throu^liout the yeatj and even of these a part 
has lately fallen into decay. 

Salamanca^ the, second city in the kingdom of 
Leon, deserves more particularly to be mentioned. 

Attracted by the reputation of this city, so 
famous in romances, and in the history of Spa- 
nish literature, I visited it during my first re- 
sidence id Spain. The court was then at St. Ilde- 
fonso, a distance of twenty*feven leagues from 
> Salamanca. 

Although the Spaniards themselves, and parti- 
cularly the Abbe Pons, complain of the depopula- 
tion of this part of Spain, I did not perceive it in 
my journey. I remarked, ^for iuntance, that !.» 
the environs of Arevalo we could discover twelve 
villages from one point of view. All this dis- 
trict, although naked and poor, is yet fertile, 
and even well cultivated, because the estates and 
f-iims arc not so extensive here as in several other 
provinees of Spain. 

After having passed Segovia, of which we 
shall presently speak, I ai'rived at Santa Maria de 
Nieva, a village of six hundred houses, possess- 
ing the singular privilege of having a bull fight 
every 3'eBr, which attracts all the amateurs 
in its vicinity. | 

From the emin^ce on which it i»’ placed we 
cover a fine coRintr}', if we can say so much 
a vast district which has neither tunning wa- 
j^teftJl^ verdure, nor country houses j and which 
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enly presents the dismally uniform aspect of im- 
mca*'*; fields of wheat. 

Af(er passing a fir wood^ the country again 
becouKs naked and perfeofly uniform. In spite 
of its aridity, it is extremely well cultivated to 
the gates of Arevalo, a town which must have 
been formerly a very considerable city. Its mas- 
sive gate l^ds to a bridge, the ^solidity of 
which may brave" du; ravages of torrents, and 
almost those of time. This double monument 
does not seem undeserving of one of those pom- 
pous inscriptions of which the Spaniards are so 
lavish. It informs the fraveller, that the com- 
‘“inunes for thit*^' league'' "around contributed to- 
wards its ereetJoA. In the interior of Arevalo is 


seen, with a surprise mixed with disgust, remains 
of antique columns, upon which miserable bar- 
racks and half rotten balconies arc supported. 
The clergy alone preserve their riches in the midst 
of the poverty which surrounds them. 

From Arevalo to PeSaranda, the country 
abounds with fertile and well cultivated plains. 
Their inhabitants, however, are not the less free 
from indigence : reduced, JSke the greater part 
of the population in the interior of Spain, to the 


cnjoymeiys of pure necessity, they disdain those 
of canvei^mee. Deprived wf all communica- 


tion with strangers, and of («)jects»of compari- 


son, they seem to have neither the desirq nor the 


knowledge of the comforts of life. It never 
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ecrur^ to them to ornament (heir estates. A gar- 
den of potherbs is to them an object of luxury, 
which their parsimony denies. Indolence sub- 
jects th^m to privations, and habituation to pii- 
vationj)*iBncou rages indolence in its turn; and in 
this sl^ate they nfust remain until roads, bridges, 
canals, and the more easy means of carriage, have 
ihade them acquainted with the adiantages of 
commerce. Travellers, whtJ^judge of the Spa- 
niards from such specimens as these, ought to be 
excused for treating them a litte harshly. 

We are reconciled to this country on entcr- 
fng PeSaranda, a pretty little town, consist- 
ing of aboqt one tbocfes gLd ho usafe. It contains 
also some architectural ruins, wUich prove that i^ 
was fonnei ly more considerable. , 

Its inhabitants have gregt confidence in a mira- 
culous image of the Virgin. Without its assist- 
ance they are convinced they must frequently have 
fallen info serious misfortunes. Happy illusions, 
which modern philosophy has the cruelty to turn 
into ridicule, and which it is, perhaps, necessary 
to keep up for the^coiuotation of the poor, eveti 
where vigilant and dhlightened authority retains 


the means of suppressing the abuses of supersti- 
tioio! These iliusuns are certainly iunoqent; 
iihevareiiVM ValuaUle,. had« they nowthcr effect' 

t lhat vf nourismng in the breast of the unfor- 
e, sentiments of patience or of hope !— the 
inhabitants of PeSaranda, like those of most of the 
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Spaiii-,li provinces, seemed to me to stand in need 
off two resources. They arc loaded with taxes: 
tli(w ^ li - with much toil the litllotlicy possess, and 
tlif ir distress stiflt's their ludiistry. Their land- 
lords, who are .sometimes efcii. ignorant of the 
geographical situation of their estates, by aban- 
doning the management of thorn to stewards, 
tr> asnrers, ajid alcaldes, not nnfrequcutly draw 
upon themselves tlie ’execration of those hein^, 
who perhaps would bless them if they saw their 
real superiors residing among them, 

1 shall not quit Peuaranda without saying that 
its iiiivis perhaps the neatest and the most eom- 
Ti»jdious I havfsscen in ‘='(»ain. ("outt.iry to the 
usage of the cpiSitry I found the landlord com- 
plaisant, and he wa« Willing to furnish me with 
some provisions. 

I afterwards traversed a district where lliev 
assured me there were herds of cows, the male 
calves of which were destitute of horns. The 
fact at that time appeared absurd. I began to Ix*- 
lieve i1, however, when I learnt that in our own 
days Dr. Johnson, in returning frond tlie He- 
brides, found some oxen without boros,, near 
A.uchrnleck in Scotland. I have also learnt 
that there are whole breeds oV them in ?{orway 
betvvecn ClffVtiana and Fre^cdwkshall » that they 
also exist in England ; and I y*"" •..field 

near Aitona,',a bull of one of these breeds, ^which 
assuredly did not seem to have been of a degene- 
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, rated breed, as some travellers suppose, who have 
met with similar animals.* W e may even presume 
that the ancients, TV cre aware of this singularitv, 
since Tacitus says, in speaking of the Germans : 
Ne arincntis quidem swis horns aut gloria 
froviis. 

\Vhatcver may be the truth respecting the ex- 
istence of these animals without horns near 
Pcilaranda, I learned that t&^ iabourers there had 
at least some means of acquiring competence; I 
found that the greatest part of the cows were 
farmed out to them upon the simple condition 
‘of giving the proprietor the fourth or ^there- 
abouts of, the crop,'‘>v4^*’§f the^it'whole expenou 
of cultivation upon thcinseiVes„ It is con- 
solatory to meet with 'this valuable class of men 
iouu'times, profiting by the disinterestedness, 
if not by the carelessness of their landlords; 
but these examples are as rare in Spain as in any 
other countrv . 

From Fcilaranda, after having passed Ventosa, 
a mi'scrable village upon an eminence, I arrived !at 
the town of Huerta, where I observed for the first 
time, a custom whibh is in many respects worthy 
of imitation. I found affixed to the door ‘of the 
inn a placard, in wiiich the Alcalde pr,escribe8 to 

* Itttl«>*prhig of 600, I found near Altona, several dc- 
Ece^ants of thin bull ovided with horns, although their pro- 
ge](|ptt)r ifti\er had any j a phenomonen which* is certainly noi 
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the hostess the manner in which she is to treat 
stiiuivers, with the price she may charge for 
^lu'ir lodging, entertainment of their cattle, &c. 
Tlius far there is nothing unreasonable; but the 
foresight of the placard proceeds to forbid the 
landlady tb " lu'cp pigs or poiiltrfj, to allow any 
forhiddi’ii games to he play id, and to receive arm- 
cd men and wanr^n of a loose description.” From 
such restrictions as thc\x>, which without benefit- 
ing morality destroy every comfort and conve- 
nience, Spain will long have to regret the want 
of good inns; while those of a contrary descrip- 
tion n/hst banish the distfliguished traveller, 
howcNer, in othds^jjfspec^ V fhc country may he 
inviting. 

On leaving Huerta, Ihc towers of Sahimanca 
are distinctly seen. At a certain distance, the 
position of this city upon the baiik^ of the Tor- 
mes, is very picturesque; and if the country vvas 
less naked, it would resemble that around Tours. 
For one half of the road I traversed one of these 
waste p*asturages, known by the name of I'ailios, 
which are but too common in' Spain, but not 
covered with that brilliant verdure which forms 
the finest ornaments of the fields. A large herd 
of bulk, all -horned, were feeding jin this meadow. 
I was then iin one of riic districts which supply 
the aranv of Valladolid and 'Madrid. After 
having frequently witnessed their bloody con- 
flicts, it was not without emotiou I saw myself 
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sniTounded by these courageous animals; bu^- 
they were at liberty ; they were not provoked, and 
they seemed to have laid aside their cruel ferocity. 
Nature has formed but very few of her creatures 
to be wicked. Some become so, when they have 
received her (Commands to feed or to dtfend them- 
selves. Do men always wait for these powerful 
motives, ere they delight in secingjthc agonies^of 
an irritated bull, or the fui^’ of the tiger ? 

On entering Salamanca, dirty, narrow, and 
ill-peopled streets would bespeak it to be one 
of the most gloomy cities of Europe; and it 
will easily be believed that its population, for- 
merly muucrous, is rS&ijced Jp.tiA'O thousand eight 
hundred hoyscs ; but we arl^ greatly surprised 
upon arriving at its square, equally re- 

markable for the neatness and regularity of its 
architecture. It is adorned with three rows of 
balconies, which follow each other without inter- 
ruption. IMinety arcades form its foot pavement. 
In the intervals between the arches are placed 
medallions of the most illustrious persods Spain 
has to boast of. • Oft one side is to be seen all the 
-kings of Castile, i!]|k to the reign of Charles III. ; 
on the other, those of the best known Spanish he* 
jroes, as Bernard del Carpio Gonsalvo Cor- 
dova, and Fernand Cofte*. TM^iches on the 
eastann side areBtill empty. Will these be soon 
.filled^? 

The cathedral of Salamanca, although con- 
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temporary with the aa:e of Leo X., is in had 
taste; the boldness of its nave, however, aad 
the finish of its Golhic ornaqjcnts, tnaJ^e it one 
of the most remarkable edifices in Spain* When 
we know that Salamanca, besides this cathedral, 
has twenty-seven parish churdies, twenty-five 
convents for men, and fourteen for ladies, we 
iieed not be astonished at its poverty or depopu- 
lation. 

Until the reign of Philip the Third the repu- . 
tation of the university attracted students, not 
only from all parts of Spain and Portugal, but 
also fjiom France, Italy, ‘England, and Spanish' 
•America. \hj^clcbrit/iias a little declined, 
although, accQrrkng to the last form which w'as 
given to it by the Council of Castile, the univer- 
sity of Salamanca has still sixty-onc professor- 
sbfps, and a college for the Hebrew, (ireck, and 
Latin languages; and although it has to boast of 
some eminent professors, who are occupied in 
pursuing, into its most mystical labyrinths, the 
preteaded philosophy of Aristotle. 

Another establishment, mor'^ modern than the 
university of Salamanca, and more celebrated in 
our dnys, is that of the Greftt Colleges, or Cok- 
gios Maifovi s. There are in Spain seven bouses 
of educati»sn which hear this name, and Sala- 
manca alone contains four of ijhem. , 

These edifices are at least astouishing from 
their mass. The mojt ancient, that of St. BartlioJo- 
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mew* hw been recently rebuilt ; its facade and 
principvl court deserve the attention of the con- 
noisseuf. 

It coiltains a rich library of manuscripts. Se- 
veral eminent scholars have issued from it ; such 
as.Alphonso Tostado,* whose immense erudition 
and prodigious fertility of genius^ still serve as a 
proverb Among the modern Spaniards. 

In the midst 'of the crojwi*oi sacred edifices 
' which Salamanca contains, I was recommended 
to visit the churcli of the Dominicans, the facade 
of the Augustins, and the church of San Marcos. 
* In the first I retharked a Gothic ^i^adc, 
wrought \vith much a^as^jAavc, and cha- 
pels richly decorated ; but I siMght in vain for 
the beautiful pictures which had b^en so highly 
extolled. The roof of the choir is painted in fresco 
by Palomino, who, in writing the lives of the 
Spanish painters, has given lectures on the fine 
arts. It appears that, at Salamanca at least, 
he has not added example to precept. 

Instead of clief-d’oeuvres in painting, I was 
shewn an immense magazine of relics. They 
pathetically invited 'ine to touch them with niy 
rosary, but I was not provided with this charac- 
teristic of Spanish Catholicism. It wa| necessary 
to ftiake up for vvant <of it, hc^eyer, by at 

When it is intended to gi\e an idea of the fertility of a wri- 

they*hay in Spanish, Ha cscrito mas que el Jostado ; He 
has written more than Tostado.’* 
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least paying tlie tribute of respect, 
example was given me by all present, and which 
it would have been, perhaps, d.wgerous to refu. ei 
I mean bending the knee before these vene- 
rated objects. 

1 shall not enumerate all the* sacred treasures 
which were passed in review before me. I cannot 
omit mentioning, however, the Bible of the famous 
anti-pope Ben'euTtt XIII., who ^as born in Spain, 
and deposed by the Council of Constance. " I be- 
seech you,” said our conductor, "do not confound 
him with a pope of the same name, who belonged 
to thp<drd^r of the Domiaicans, and who wal 
the true pope ” Thus it'is with a^l countries 
and condition? :^nike Moliere, they say ; I'but 
etes Orfevre. M, Jo^e^ 

1 saw nothing remarkable in the gate of Uie 
Augustins, but the ornaments with which it 
is loaded. It faces a castle or palace of the 
Duke of Alva, part of whose estates is situated 
in the neighbourhood of Salamanca. These 
estates and castles seem to feel the continual 
absence of their lords ; a ;*efiection which a 
tour^in Spain will suggest at every step. Vl'hile 
the (J|pulent proprietors do not enliven their do- 
mains, at least by their occasional presence, tha 
patriotic,si. ; ieties, the establkhm'ent of manufac- 
tures, the encouragements to draining, and a 
.thousand ©.ther salutary measures will .only be 
vain palliatives of the evils which have been for 
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two tetiiuries undermining the Spanish monar- 
chy. It is, perhaps, one of the inconveniences . .f 
a monarchic<a1 form nf government, wlien (lie so- 
-vercign has more vain-glory than (rue wisdom. I Ik 
draws around him, by lavi-slirng his favours, all 
those who can add to the splendor of his tlirono, 
or wlio might endanger his seciu ity by the exer- 
cise of their power, or the display of their lu.xnrv, 
at a distance froni the couiiv i tis vanity prompts 
him to wish that they should only shine for him, 
and through him. His jealousy trembles le.st they 
•should exhibit their splendor ont of tihe royal 
^presence. Such was: the system oi’,<iUefjc'iiou. 
Such has been that of the kinp, cd' Spain since 
the days of Charh s the fifth. They have gained 
the stability of their own power at the expence 
of the prosperity of their country. 

The third clinrch, of vhich so much has 
been .said, is the old ctdlcgc of th< Jesuit.'^, now 
given to a fiafcrnity of regular canons, un- 
der the name, of the church of Suk Marcos. If 
has liothiiig remarkable, except a magiiitieent por- 
tico of the Coriiitliian order, 'flio (dd seminary 
of the Jesuits was devoted, in 177rt. to (ho^cdu- 
cation of thirty young ecclesiastics. The 'cere- 
mony of their admission has been reprise nted in 
a fine picture by Hayeux, one of tlm um.st emi- 
nent pupils of Mengs. 

Bcfofe quitting Salamanca, an ancient Roman 
bridge of twenty-seven arches is worthy of iuspcc- 
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tioR. over which, at an outlet of the city, the 
trau'llor !t-. ;'a?s the small river Tonnes. 

Seveu or e. In iciirMoi? to tl»c northwiird of Sa- 
kmaoca, jvid tin- r;?rht bank of the Douro, 
is Znmoitt, \ ‘ ich. jdthoui;h situnled in the old 
kiuph in <;{ has bvea for a long* time the 

scat of the m'litary govcn.siumt of old Ca.dile; 
it hov< :‘'>r the yau>rc opulent on that 

account 

Fifteen or eJehtron l";ica’es to the south-east of 
Salamanc.i^ in! , .1 Lie fom the Douro> is a 
\valied^j|^)\Yh,, uuo.cvi v <►! nu ishing^ situated ii? 
a country Stdii [ited lo cvcf\' Lind of cullnre^ 
but at prescuf dcjt;vp-/jat'Mh and without iu^ 
dustry. Roadfs (ui every sid(\ 

yestigos of ihauy tier.^iosed vil!r.g<‘s, the worst 
inns in Spain^ aic objeels (ie l:;n( 11^‘r must ex-* 
peel on doproncfjiug Ciiuhul-^looiiyTc 

1 pritsum.; i have now >,aid enough u}}ou (he 
ancient kh^gdoui of Lean, to prevent an} person 
fjonn ^unucrtal. LUg a journey to it. Let us re-" 
turn to the voule from ilurgos Ip Segovia, 

Eight leagues of a sandy y\iastc separate Vaiio^ 
dolid from O’. Ledo In this j oute there is no ver- 
dure, except d dismal fwre.-t of pines and some 
brushr oodi lialf way ve pa^s* t])rough Val- 
destillas, a town with two hundred inhabitants. 1 
lodged there, in 17y'iC ''ith a farmer, whose va- 
nity and consequence would have made him an 
excvlient chaiaCter in a comedy. His nobility, be 
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toldnie,wasincontestiblei fife shewed me the proof 
contained in a kind of breyfit, which his grand- 
father, transplanted from Biscay into this place, 
had obtained from the chancery of Valladolid ; 
for these tribunals have, among other functions, 
the right of pronouncing upon the validity of ti- 
tles of nobility, and to expedite in consequence 
a certificate, which is called ^xrvtoria. -Tnere 
. is even in each , of them' a chamber allotted 
solely to this description of business, and which 
for that reason is called sala de Jvjos dalgo (lite- 
^rally, son of something”); an tfxpression 
corrupted into hidkgo, which in ‘Spnish is 
equivalent to noble. My ilL^itrigus host did" 
not omit to tell me that there werc' at Valdestillas, 
twenty inhabitants, hidalgos like himself, but who 
had not their papers so iveU in order. He did not 
scruple, however, to entertain me with an account 
of the revenues of his toaster’s estate, which, like 
many others in the same neigbbourheod produced 
wine in abundance. A nobleman, who owns any 
other master thay the King ! it is so, however, in 
Spain, as well in qther countries ; vanity recon- 
ciles itself extremely well with meanues^. No 
other circumstance than the above could have 
induced me to'^mention the name of Valdestillas, 
Olmedou situated upon an eminence, in the 
midst of a boundless plaiif, except towards the 
north, where some scattered hills appear. This 
place formerly strong, has still a thick wall 
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for about three quarters of a league in ex- 
tent. Its interior announces a ruined city, desti** 
tutc of population and of industry, and exhibit- 
ing symptoms of degradation and misery. Seven 
cliurches and seven convents, some brick-kilns, 
some kifcl en-gai'dens under the shade of the. old 
walls, compose the whole fprtime of the inha- 
bii^nts. 

From Olmcilu 'ihej;e is a road*to Madrid or to 
Segovia, according as we turn to the right or to 
the left. In the former case, after having passed 
through, seven or eight miserable villages, we 
halt at«l%pchidrian, one df Jhe stations of the di-* 
ligences, wSiere, in 1792, I %und a very decent 
inn. The roadiTwhich was always bad until 
we reach Saiicbidrian, is afterwards in excelletit 
order all the Way to Madrid, that is to say, for 
the space of fifteen leagues. But until w'e ar- 
rive at Guadarrama, it runs through one of the 
most savage countries in Europe, being the rocky 
district separating Old and New Castile. In this 
gloomy journey, before clearing the most un- 
couth part of these enormous mountains, we stop 
a short time in a new hotel, (Ailed the Diver sorio 
de ScAi Rafael. A little farther on is the village 
of Villacastin, where the country begins to 
grow more sterile apd rocky.* * Upon attain- 
ing the summit of the hills we discover the vast 
plains of N.ew Castile. Soon afterwards vvc meet 
With an office where travellers pay a toll for keep- 
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ing up the road. We afterwards descend a long 
hill, which conducts to the town ofOujidarrama, 

‘ We are then little more than seven leagues from 
Madrid, and perceive on the right, two leagues 
forward, the celebrated convent of the Escurial. 
The castle of St. Ildefonso is seven le.igucs from 
this. It is situa’^ed at the foot, and on the other 
side of the chain of mountains we have quit^d, 
which are prolenged by 6 iniiJ**rttcs *011 t^^cleft. 
There is nothing else about Guadarrania that an- 
nounces it to be near the capital, and two of the re- 
sidences of the kings of Spain. To sec the distri- 
'•bution and the nakedness of its innSj^pSigjrvould 
say, that Spain is dhly frequented ‘Dy pilgrims 
and muleteers. But before ^J^fering upon this 
city, vve shall resume the route of Segovia, which 
we quilted at Olniedo. 

Eleven leagues separate th.cse two places. This 
district is, perhaps, the poorest and the most de- 
populated of any in Spain. We pass through 
several large towns, however ; such as San Gi- 
vi and Santa Maria de Nieva, which have been 
}'<f '.tioned already. We perceive at a distance 
the towers of the castle of Segovia, and the stee? 
pies of the cathedral (Sec plate J.). Tl>e pa- 
tience of the traveller is nearly e.\hdusted before 
he arrives at thifehpot. How many vv hidings be- 
fore he reaches the square of Segovia !* On ap- 
proaching he sees, 011 the right, an old castle, at 
the summit of a rugged precipice. On the 
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left he plunges into a valley, vluch a rivulet 
<nid clothes with verdure. For the 
of some j'lctiircsque points of view, he forgives 
the p...c' >d and naked country he has traversed, 
and which he meets with again oo leaving 
Segovia. • 

Till city, formerly celebrated by more than 
otXfctilloj *>tin worthy of the traveller’s atten- 
tion, ill sprite ot Us diftine's and tv ant of popula- 
tion. Its principal edifices aie the cathedral 
and the castle, or Alcaiur. 

The *Vatht‘{hal exhibits a mixture of the 
fiothic'Vi’nd Arabic sttlu ; the iulenor is* 
vast, and ot imjcslic rimpiTcity , the^ereit al- 
tar, recently rebuilt, is decoiated w'ith the finest 
Grenada marbles. 

The Alcazar, formerly inliabiteJ b} tlit Go- 
tliic kings, is an edifice in good [ireservation 
Charles Ilf. established a military school here 
for Artillery officers; tlicv receive a very good 
cdireation under the inspection of the director- 
general of the artillery. 

The Alcazar was long med as a prison for 
the Barbary corsairs who ft‘11 into the bauds 
of th3 Spaniards. No person could sec without 
compassion these robust MuSsulmcn condemned 
to a state of idleness, .more painftil to them than 
their captivity ; they were occupied i/i sedentary 
employment^, unworthy of men destined f..r 
other purposes; never, however, vv-ere they treat- 
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cd with rigour. About twenty-five years ago the 
eourt of Spain restored them to their country, 
having concluded an alliance with the Emperor 
of Morocco. 

Segovia contains nothing else worthy of notice 
except its aqueduct. 

This city is built upon two hills, and in the 
valley which separates them, a situation by^jhiCh 
a great part of ‘the inhabitants are deprived of 
water. With this usefularticle they were supplied 
at a very distant period ( said by the learned to have 
been inthereign ofTrajan)byanaquedu^, which 
Ss still one of the tnbst astonislnu&/ind best 
preserved ^Roniaii antiquities (See Plate II.).' 
Upon a level at its origin with tna rivulet which 
it recci\e'!, and supported at first by a single 
fttage of arcades, which are only three feet high, 
it proceeds to the summit of the bill, at the 
other extremity of the city, end 'gradually rises 
in height in proportion as the ground ^‘nks 
over which it runs; in its highest [larts'we 
think we perceive a bridge thrown across an 
abv ss : it has two branches which form an obtuse 
angle relatively to the city. At the commence- 
ment of this angle the aqueduct becomes** truly 
grand; its two rows of arcades rise majestically 
above each other, and the spectator is terrified on 
compairing tjheir diminutive base with their height. 
The solidity of the aqueduct, which h^s braved the 

ects of more than sixteen centuries, seems in-i 
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explicable, when the simplicity of its comtrftcf' 
turn is more closely observed^ it is built of squa^ 
stones resting upon each other,* without exterC^ 
nal appearance of mortar, either from having in 
reality been united without it, and sd^y^hy 
the art with which the, stones dre shaped and 
placed, or from the cement having moulder^ 
aw^hi^t li rough the effects of time. Wc are shocked 
with the appearance* of in iscrab*Ie houses fixed 
against the pillars of the arcades, seeking in' 
these proud mins a support for their own weak- 
ness, anS repaying tlie obligation by degrading 
the modm^ent which suppwts them ; they are 
scarcely raised hovrever to one third of Us height, 
and serve at least to exhibit to still greater ad- 
vantage the grandeur and nobleness of its forms. 
A small convent has bad the jiresumption to ex- 
hibit some pififtil architecture at the angle form- 
ed bv its two branches ; but in what country do 
we /ot meet with similar profanations ? French- 
men, ye who revolt at such scenes, it is not long 
since you were guilty of similar outrages against 
the amphitheatre of Nismes !- 
' The inhabitants near wllose mansions this 
bounteous aqueduct passes, lay it under contri- 
bution on paying a certain tax. It was of 
great benefit to the houses, formerly more nu-» 
pierou^than at present, when it was used for 
washing and dyeing the woollens of Segovia, 
the most valuable in Spain, as will be seen 
from the following chapter. 
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chapter III. 

Wool of Spain. Attempts to naturalize it in 

*Fra¥ce, Details respecting the Mesta. Ex- 
s portatipii of Spanish wool. Manufactories at 

Guadalaxara and Segm'ia. Journiesof the Sheep. 

Sheep-shearing. Washing of the wool. , 

<T 

The best wool iu Spain is that furnished by 
the country round Segovia^ by the district of 
Buytrago, seven or eight leagues to the j .*stward ; 
by Pedraza, to the northward of Seg^viia; and 
by the lands towafus the Douro. The connec- 
tions which 1 formed,* aswell'^itti the people of 

* Among those whose names I ought not to omit is M. Le 
l^ianc, an eminent farmer at MareuiJ-le-Port, near Epeniay, 
lately deceased, to who^c care were entrusted forty-five sheeps 
bciitfrom Spain to Ranibouillet, and who was zealously occupied 
in the breeding t^f animals for the sake of their wool^ Al. de 
C’ramayelj near l.ieursaint, M. Flamen d’AssIgny, of Sury/near 
Krvers^ M. Frenilli^ proprietor of a prosperous liock of 
Spanish sheep atBourneviile, near Fene-Milon 5 and !'CI. Cha- 
bert, who on one of ’ms farms near Charenton keeps a floct of 
Spanish sheep. All theseigeiitlemeu arc gratilleii in being able 
refute evciy objccllttn of scepticism or malevoitnce 5 .incl can 
vouch for the success of the S[jaiilsh breed in France, lb the 
members of tlie commission of agriculture and the arts the 
country is also under great oblig«v 5 ions on this suhjeet ; but a 
particular praise is due to Gilbert, who bad the ni^agement 
of the fiock at Rambouillet, for tlie intelligence, ze*aT, and as* 
6'duity with \\hich he managed the department cominitud to 
hi^ edit. 
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Spain as with my own countrymen, who liavts 
for several years prosecuted the breeding- of Spa- 
nish sheep ill France, ha\c enabled me to collect 
soiiie details on the subject, which the most fri- 
lolous of my readers will consider as at Itj^st 
tcrcstinpj ; those of a dill’crcnt ^urii of m 
W'ill give me thanks for my trouble. 

“■•^t fir-st there was an opinion, and it is still 
rrcditcimTFiough opj^osod bv sei'ieral intelligent 
Spaniards, that the wool of Spain is indebted for 
its fineness and other qualities, not so much to 
the tcmit|rature,. climate, or nature of the pas- 
lure, as the custom they l^ave of making the 
sheep ti avel from place to place*; but what^incontcs- 
tiblv proves that tfie Spanish sheep do not only 
furnish fine wool without the assislancc of pi'rio- 
dical inigratioos, or even oflliesoil orcliuuitc, to 
which their precious fleece has been ascribed, is, 
that the flock which came originally from Spain, 
and vlas kept for upw'ards of thirty years by M 
Dauiientoii, and sent by bis Catholic Majesty ir 
17S3, .through uiy means, to Louis XVII, foj 
his possessions at Rambouillet, .liaVe constantlt 
^rnished wool which the coi'noissems have no 
jbeen able to distinguish lioni real Spanish wool 
taken from sheep which had never left their owt 
country. 

The flock of Rambouillet siitrercd /rom thei 
chanjie of climate and regimen in another wjy : o 
.SCO .sheep sent from S[jain under my care abou 
60 perished on the road, although the S])aiiisl 


r 
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shepherds to whotn I bad entrusted them had 
driven them by very short journics, and aIthou5’;h 
ih^y passed thci winter near Bourdeaux^ in order 
to^ inure them insensibly to the climate of France. 
But t^is great mortality is the common effect 
all the cnaigratians which take place from 
south to norths and mankind are not less exempt 
from it than animals. 

In the firsbycar after ^the flock*^ iiaiTrcached 
Hambouillet forty of them perished ; this was at* 
tributed to the sheep-rot, which appeared soon 
after their arrival. The loss was inc&r.siderable . 
the following years,* if we except qW season, 
in which about a fiveniielh part ofHtie flock pe- 
rished ; but this ouKht to be a?cribed to some par- 
ticular cause, since almost all the nocks in the 
country w'erc that season attacked, a^d fell off iu 
a still greater proportion. 

The flock at Kambouillct, so well preserved, 
experienced no care but that which every intelli- 
gent cultivafor, prompted by self-interest, liable 
to bestow. At first it was attempted to keep them 
constantly, as ip Spain, in the open air ; it was 
then that the influence of the change of climafc^ 
was observable. These animals, brought*from ai 
much wanner country, were sensible of the cold,' 
' the winds, and particularly the rains, with 
which the^r close and greasy wool was in truth 
with difliculty impregnated, but which was also 
long in drying. Without prolonging this ex- 
periment, they hastened to remedy the evil ; the 
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flock was confined in large and well aired sheep* 
cbtsr; and much advantage was derived from the 
change. Some lambs perished with told during the 
rigorous winter of 1793-1794^ even in these cot^. 
This arose from a circumstance in which S^n .1^ 
an advantage over France, and in which the lattZlf 
jcan never participate: in Spain the lambs are born 
in tL? month of October, while in our climate 
they come into the world in the nionth of Janu- 
ary; but we can infer nothing from an excess of 
cold which does not occur perha| s more than four 
tinits in a century. 

The change of food has not deteriorated the flock 
at Rambouillet;or its progen} . The soil on w Inch 
sheep usually feed in Spain, both in Castile and 
Estramadura, is in general dry and stony, and 
the grass is short and fine. It would be difficult 
to find a country the climate and herbage of which 
forms, a more striking contrast with those of Spain 
than ttambouillet : the greatest part of the park 
is coVered with wood ; the soil is almost every 
where* clayey, tough, watery, and cold. The 
fortunate results of this fiist trial ha\e deceived 
tne predictions of all the ciiltivalois of the coun- 
try, and proved that flocks of the Spanish 
breed may succeed any where. Besides, we know 
that in Saxony, WiTtembprg, Denmark, and 
Sweden,* where they have tried to* naturalize 

* Of this I was com. need, boih fiom occular demonstra- 
tion and from authentic icports, duiiijo rwy residence in the two 
latter kingdoms, i saw at Fredericksbuig, a palace ot the king 
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ihetn, tfcey have never degenerated. But M’ith 
respeet to France, it has only been \or3' lately TIul 
these altenij ts^iave been follo^v^'d up, so as to in- 
wire a future national benefit from the breedinsr 
sheep. 

of Denmark, a flock of the Spanish breed, which was tlier^ 
the fomth generation, and bad not degcHcrated. Il.4/lrue 
the onglml flock was chosen in Spain by^a Dane who 
was well versed in agriculture, and in (he nLinageiiit-i.t 
of cattle, jjnd who was as experienced on the ‘«nhject as the 
test Spanish sh^phenl. This was M. iSfiKon, ct«r of the 
king of Denmaik’s stud, and one of his majesty’s most n‘'cful 
5 »nbjects. I was also a-.'>‘jrcd in Sweden that some proprietors 
havehnd, for these several yuirspast, sheep of the Spanish 
race- under their care with ccpul siicce);s. I ought to mention 
in parudilir tlic respectable name of SchulUeiihum, 
whou' flock of pitre Spanish sheep I have seen a few leaguci 
disi.iiu fiotn I 'p'-ub, consequently in the COth (h'gree of north 
btitucic. This gentleman allowed me to take frona one of his 
rams (a descL’ndjnt of Ihobc sent fiom Cadiz in 1795) a 
of wool which does not yield, inpc/int of length, fineness, and 
chisticiiy, to any olhc r taken in Spain itself Iroiii an anl^aal of 
Tjj<* country. 

Tljosc who desire to be better informed as to the** Spanish 
sheep Iran pi lilted ento northern coiiiiiries, are lehned to 
a work pubh lied by M*. Laste)rie in lti02, upon his retufi* , 
from Dcnm uk and S vveden^ it is entitled ILstonede I'rntroduc- 
tion des Moni'^nsalaiiH fine iV Ei^pagne. IMoiv lu ently Messrs. 
Violet and Lull in, of GwMiev.t, have published two books on the 
same subject. These three woib, and that of M. Landrin, 
which jireccd^d them, should be read o) all who wish to be- 
come arquainU'd with the economy the SpanisJi dicep ; 
they will r«mo\e cveiy uncertainly, and set u&iae ad prejudices 
, 0U lh« subject. 
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For some years past success has attended ali 
tlis-jyndertakings of this kind made with rams 
and ewes bought at the sale annuaBy made by go- 
Acrnineut at llambouillct. These animals have ail- 
■vvajs brought a very high price,* as well ti? th^ 
wool ; and this circumstance is sr security 
their preservation. We find proofs of this among 
all' i^)ose intelligent farmers who have attended 
to (his branch of indu'jtry — a pacific conquest, 
much more precious than any acquisition 
which ran result from our military successes 
against Spain ; a conquest also which our 
treaty of peace with this power has cinbraccd, 
by securing to us a new flock of these valuable 
animals, whyih are rigorously prohibited by iln! 
government from being exported to other coun- 

* With the exception of the ]car 170 ^, when a taste li*i 
simplicity, dictated by iho non* .sit} of cconuniy_, and some other 
moreaHl "•ting and tempoi ary causes, lowciod the price of 
sheep, tven that of a\oo 1, the dealers in wjtich offered 
butt\ve#ity sols for the poiTid uiKombed, while in irf(2, it wai 
sold for cig]it ]i\ res tc n ‘oh, a td (.iir common wool sola tur ibli iy 
Sab. Jn 1/0^, the wool i\\.l(Os woahl no more than 
on^Uiundred .^ols for the "Wnhii these c'^ot or tea 

years, reastj^j and c\} eiieuoe 1 \e Inumphed mer prej v'lee and 
jealousy. Thepiice ct ihewoclol these newly introouced Spaindi 
sheep, now called A/crhio^, lia- bectn lix.ed at a medium be 
tu 1 1 n the* t\v o extremes. Dui the } cvtrs 1 bC)v* and 1 bOd, it haa 
consianily kept between fort; -five and fifty sols for this pound 
uncombed, and wool from the Kanibouillet flock t>cn sold for 
filly* four £t>>s. 1 he manuitactui.Ts in Fiance have now' no li^sifa- 
tiou in purchasing Lhe woi»l of the French Merinos wljcn it is 
equally fine with that whica anport from Sp'un- 
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tries. T!ie only measure which could iiltl- 
■ mately secure these advant^es to Frauca.-4'.a-- 
Jjeeu adopted f it has been agreed that tlic Rani- 
l2;:<uillet flock shall be freely sold at high price?. 
^*er,y<other method would have been of no avail: 
French being more the slaves of custom than is 

* Various obstacles have retarded for more than three 
the execution of, the treaty of Basle, by llie King of 

Spain granted the French Government permission to expoi t 
five thousand ewes and five hundred rams. It was not until 
1798 that Gilbert was instructed to proceeti to Spain for the 
purpose of buying and choosing these animals, surceedi'd 
in procuring about twelve* hundred ; but he sunk under the fa- 
tiguesof the journey.* After his death a committee of thirty 
lueroliant^ was charged with the fulfiljmcnt of the work thus be- 
gan. In eai'li of the two subsequent yefirs, they brought fi om 
Spain about a thousand shecp> which they divided among* ihcrn • 
selves, or sold in the various departments. During the year 
following the government took tlie charge of the greatest pait 
of the Merinos imported from Spain, but the above com- 
mittee claimed its privileges, and towards the end^f 1804^^ 
they expeticd to obtain on their own account the thoiu-^and sheep 
Btill renuiining to complete the original number agreAd upon. 
This is the precise slate of the undertaking at the cuonient of 
rny writing this (kb05). Its success, although slow, is of in- 
finite iinpoi lance to Fiance. The number of Merinos thus j^o- 
cured is alieady considerable ; tlie quantity of w* 0 (^l tliey pro* 
duceis, however, far from being sufficient for the consumption 
of our manufacturers. It must be several years before the na- 
turalization of the Merinos will be w^ll established in France : 

. . . * • • 
but as it is^ sufficiently proved that they do not degenerate, 

and have preserved their race pure in more tlian a liundred 
plac^, subsequent importations will perhaps be unnecessary 
to secure to us the possession of this advantage. 
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generally imagined. The country people in par* 
tic'dar are averse from innovations. The rams and 
ewes of Spain distributed gratuftously, as at first 
attempted^ would have infallibly perished for w^nt 
of care, in the hands of ignorant and prJud^'^.d 
persons. These animals have nothing attrac^vyt 
in their first appearance. Their dirty, com* 
puet. and frizzled wool, their small stature and 
uncouth form, presents to the sifhple inhabitants 
of the country nothing which in their ideas is 
the characteristic of beauty. The resolution of 
selling tuese animals at a high price has 'been' 
judged the most certain* of all methods, be- 
cause it places them in the bauds of.true ama- 
teurs, and of connoisseurs, whose interest and 
picture it is to preserve them. With respect to 
interest, the mostaukward or the most obstinate 
cultivator will soon be convinced that his 
advantage will be great from the adoption of 
these Spanish sheep, whether pure or crossed 
in i(be breed. They require no more care than 
Ayiat’is necessary for the sheep of France when 
jp e wish to keep them healthy and clean. They 
accor|niodatc themselves to* the same climate, 
the same soil, the same food, and merely require 
a little more attenliou on account of their fleece 
being thicker kiid m<v« gi’^asy; it however sells 
for double the price, and is at leagt twice the 
weight of common wool. We know that the 
medium weight of our common wool is from 

VOL. I. c 
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Ibree to four pounds for each sheep that of the 
Spanish breed whether pure or crossed is.howejfijv- 
firotn seven to ci^t. Some well attested examples 
|>Mve the extreme ditference between the weight 
tj ^he i ?eeces of the wool of our common sheep 
tipjtf that of the original Spanish sheep. In 
one of his last shearings, M. de Lamerville, 
near Bourges, found one of his fleeces frcia 
It S{>anilh «hecp to weigh eleven poulicis and a 
half, and six jears ago, M. Chabert shewed me 
one which weighed nearly twelve pounds,f and 
eaiBfe not from a sheep of the puref Spanish 
breed, but from one bf a crossed breed of the 


third generation. The proprietor of the same 
flock has even had two rams of, the pure race, 
which for three years successively, yielded him 
from thirteen to fourteen pounds of the finest 
wool, possessing if not the same degree of fine- 
ness, at Icabt all the elasticity and other qualities 
of that of Spain. Here then is a double profit 
secured to those cuUi\ators who renounce their 


* 1 do not speak oi some d.slriets ■fthere sheep of even 
middling fjUality give fiobi ten to twelve pounds of wool. 

f The medium weight of th> fleeces of the Meiinds intro- 
duced into Fiance was from se.en to eight pounds. Such, for 
instance, was the lesnlt ot the shearing at Boumeville, in 1804. 
The wool produced soldtai 47 'ols per poundMn its grease, 
The price of horned lams tiora tiffeon to eighteen months old, 
iras from 350 to 300 Iivus. .«id the ewes averaged 100 
livres. 
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prejudices^ snd it is not easy to reply to such «b 


argument. 


There are in a word, few departments where 
these Spanish breeds have not been ioh'odi;^;d. 
Since they have sold at high prices, they1u^,e, 
succeeded every where, because they bare met 
with that attention which animals imported air- 
ways require at first. That part gf France where 
the climate and pasture seems to agree best 
with the Spanish sheep, Roussillon^ was the 
very province where this happy innovation was 
adopted with most difficulty. They thought thaf 
their wool required no amtdioration ; but ex- 
perience has triumphed over prejudice here as 
well^as in other parts ; and there is now at Per- 
pignan a very fine flock of Merinos, which the 
government has formed out of a part of those 
brought by Gilbert from Spain. 

But it may be asked if these transplanted 
animals, and their progeny produce wool equally 
finjAs^in their native country .J* To answer this 
q/estion with scrupulous fidelity, it must be cou- 
f^ssed that at first, for about fifteen j'cars, when 
the go vernment caused the wool of a small flock 
of Spanish ^heep to be manufactured at Abbe- 
ville by Van. Robais, the cloth wasf then neither 
so fine nor so beautiful as that made from the Spa- 
nish wool; in short, it did not possess that softness 
and pliability which characterises the true Spanish 
kind. This e.xperimeut is perhaps less favourable 
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from having been made on this particular flock. 
However it results from all the other experimeiifs^ 
^hat if the French wool of this pure Spanish 
is not quite so pliable as that of Spain^ it is 
flne ; that it acquires a little more length 
without losing its principal quality, and that 
this additional length renders the wool peculiarly 
fit for the inanyfacturc of cloth. In short, spe- 
cimens which have been' presented every year 
since the arrival of the flock at Rambouillet, will 
prove to the most incredulous, that U has un- 
dergone no alteration. for the last eighteen years. 

It cannot be said^ that the experience of eigh- 
teen yeats is not sufficient foi affirming that the 
wool of the Spanish sheep does" not degenerate 
after a lapse of time. If this degeneration must 
take place, we should have perceived some indica- 
tions of it before now. .Besides, the flock of M. 
Daubentoii removes all doubt, since it has been 
kept up in all its ptuity for thirty years upon a 
most ungrateful soih and this worthy maf^ has 
published certitkates from our chief inanu\ic- 
tnrers, mIio attest, that having indiscriminately 
used wool coming directly from Spain, /‘nd that 
of liis fljck, they found not the sm,illest possible 
difference. M. Le Blanc, of Msrcuil-le-Port, 
assured me, in the lattcb end of 1V96, that for 
ten years past, he had cloth manufactured 
with wool from his own flocks of the pure 
hiced, out of the ilambouillct flock, and the ma- 
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nufacturers employed made '^o disti action 
between this wool and that of Spain, observ* 
ing only that the latter had a little more nerve. 
AVe may here remark, that this slight ilifis- 
riority, as to the pliability of the wool, is tSer* 
haps the only eifcct which results from the changfe 
of climate ; this quality, arising chiefly from the 
great perspiration which the climate of Spain fit-, 
Yours, and hence arises the very\inctuous grease 
with which the wool of the transplanted sheep is 
impregnated. It is also to be observed, that it is 
not the transplanted sheep alone which give these 
results: those which are produced from them b/ 
crossing with French breeds furnish* down to 
the fourth genaration, a wool as beautiful as that 
of the absolutely puiv* breed, provided they re- 
move all the males belonging to the crossings, 
and admit of the mixed females to have inter- 
course with rams of a pure breed only, and well 
chosen; it being ascertained that the rams in- 
flu^)nce more than two thirds of the propagation ; 
provided also that these delicate animals are not 
_,qucczcd into narrow, low, and*suirocating sheep 
cots andHaking care that*thcy are entrusted 
to vigilant and intelligent shepherds, like those 
of M. Clu bert, at Maisons, who^ is a pattern in 
that respsrct. It seems tliat the ewes thus ma- 
naged, produce the same offspring in whatever 
part of France they are. The government has 
for some time kept a flock at Sceaux, expressly 
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for comparative experiinenfT upon ihc crossmjj 
of rams of the true Spanish breeu with ewc^ 
from the vaiioiis provinces. But jiiese trials 
, have not as jet been sufficiently lu iltiplied to 
as a ba^is of positive assertio;:. We can 
x; idn'^ assert that the Spanish race^ ( rossed w ith 
our coarse woolled ewes, vield even f' .rther down 
than the fourth generation, prod net ‘ons equal to 
the pure race; that if we Touple tl; s race with 
ewes of a large make, and Vvll Cv rered w’ith 
wool, we attain much more slov'dv il-e deg'rcc of 
purity desirable, but \ve hat e a bict'd well co- • 
Vered with wool; ^kat it we make fhe crossing 
with fine woollcd cw'cs, like those of 'Rous-sillout 
SoJogne, and Berry; v.c hays* in fa-.t superfine 
ileeces, but much lighter the Spanish wool, 

It seews timefore to bo well ascei iaiued, that 
the so niucJi boasted quality of the Spanish 
Wool, does not exclusivdj depend upon soil 
or climate. It is not less proved, that (he wan- 
dering sheep, called inis humantes, or gui^ida 
merino, are not in the least improved bj (heir^- 
riodical journicl ^ The Spaniards, need nJ^i 
seek m France for a proof of thesrj assrftions/ 
they are well known in their own dviintrv . It 
is incontestiblg ^hat there are perrac'inent flocks 
in Estramadura, the. wool of whicl^ does , not 
scnsiblj differ from the best of these wandering 
sheep.. It is equally certain, that in the environs 
of Segovia there are small flocks which never 
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,e thf spot, the woo! of vkhich is 
, uraily i le, I was assured in that province, 

iiiii'! lilt r twenty thousand ^arrobas of fine 
NVOiJ callt 'ted then;, one third is fmnishedby 
the .-lafiii ary tlucks. Whence arises the1|^;t8> 

toil: ! ore, ro ^ otiblesoine in every respect, 

oi‘ .Ml ' ' ’ v di i\, '’c through all parts of the 

kuv, j !!!! ■»' 't! inihi>ii' of these animals ?* 

It ; 1 aver- tLind’ that causes, 

pru, . 1 ';; . ..!i ii.li.lri; these abuses which 

n;r.' lU',/. ■ ; if -he ruinous privil^gc^ 

. >i S’-t, X' 

" hi ‘ ' !' of large proprie- 

I'i-. of fi ^ks, 'd’ the heads of rich 

inouastent . gsaodees o.^ 'ipai!i, and opulent 

indiridua].), who hnd <h ar advantage in feed- 
ing their fdieep at the pooiic i vpeiice at ail 
seasons the vear, and ^Uio li-ive saneiioned, by 
•short sighted regulations, a practice at first inr 
troduced by necessity. In distant times, the 

4ri U):-‘ ti\tcc:Uh CuTilurv, ih.? rtf w:jn dering sheep 

c'^/poedoii seven Uiiaer I'lulip ilte third, this num- 

ber fell ^ two iiillions an 1 a half Uftariz, who lired at the 
beginning of tl blast cenUiry, < f..r.[?n«ed iJiern at four millions. 
The general ojj nion at present ; li-r.t they do Jioi exceed fire 
millions. If r 3 add to this eight mi)hoijs/)f these animals 
always statioi^ y, vre h^ve an aggregate oi' thirteen mil- 
lions of sheep conspirn.g againsl the prosperit) fff Spain for 
die advantage of a few individuals 3 for the proprietors of the 
stationary flocks have privileges nearly similar to those of the 
members of the Mosta, 
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mountains of "Soria, and of Segovia, condemned 
by their precipices and the nature of their soil, 
10 ‘eternal sterility, were, during the summer, the 
of some of the neighbouring flocks; be- 
l&re the approach of winter, their temperature 
wan no longer supportable bv these delicate ani- 
mals. They went in search of a milder climate 
in the neighbouring plains. Their possessors 
soon converted this con\enh>nce into a right, and 
jbrmed a community, which after some time was 
inmeaSed by all those who, upon acquiring flocks, 
hecadse desirous of enjoying the same preroga- 
tives.' The theatre /^tended as the actors became 
more numerous, and the excursions hf the flocks 
gradually stretched towards the plains of Estra- 
madura, where they Fqund a temperate climate and 
abundant pasture : the abuse at length became in- 
tolerable, but it was too deeply rooted to beeasily 
overthrown, and all that was powerful in ‘the 
kingdom was interested in its continuance. For 
more than a century, a constant struggle Voolc 
place between the associates of the Mesta* on\he 
one hand, and*the E^traneSos, or 'nhabitantsnf 
Estramadura, on the other, the latt,r having on 
their side all those who felt an ic^terest in the 
'public good.» . I 

How indeed could they repress their indigna- 
tion on seeing, in the month of October in each 
millions of sheep descending from the moun- 
uns of Old Castile upon the plains of Estrama- 
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dura and Andalusia^ where they continued un- 

S 

til the following May, feeding both on their 
coming and returning upon the ^elds of the in- 
habitantig; and the ordonnances of the Mesta 
fixing a breadth of forty toises as a road thrOogh 
which they were to pass, while the pasturages kept 
on purpose for ihetn were let at a very low rent, 
which the proprietors sought in vain to increase. 
Thus the unfortunate province df Estramadura, 
which is about fifty leagues iu length by forty 
in breadth, and which could provide sufeSsist- 
cnce for two millions of men, scarcely contains 
an hundred thousand inhabitants. Nor can it be 
doubted tlhit this depopulation must be ascribed 
to the scourge«o? the Mesta, since the provinces 
wbfcli are not visited by these baneful priuleges, 
such as Galicia, the Asliuias, Biscay, and the 
mountainous parts of Burgos, arc very populous. 

This shameful abuse has been attacked by se- 
veral enlightened Spaniards as well in our days 
in the preceding centuries ; by Lcrucla, Us- 
.‘arte, Arrirjuibar, and even by the laughing phi- 
losopher Cervantes, who under the mask of 
amuyemeflt has gi\en such profound lessons to 
his fellowi citizens and to mankind. The subject 
has also licen recently taken uj> |}y Don Antonio 
Ponz, by Count Campomyincs, &c. &c but their 
voices have hitherto been " crying in the desert.’ 
The abuse does not rest solely with Jthose in 
power ; it may be ascribed to idleness, and t« 
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miscalciiiations of interest, in preferring the 
‘ Ibeding of sheep to the encouragement of agri- 
Qulfure. Within these hundred years wool has 
dottl^ted its value, while corn, which is so trou- 
l^ltaome and so precarious, has very little in- 
creased in price. Ten thousand sheep will pro- 
duce in a common year five thousand arrobas, or 
five hundred quintals of wool, at the rate of 
five tivres for each fleece.^ On valuing the ar- 
roba at one hundred reals only, or twenty- five 
Jivres tournois, these 10,000 sheep will be worth 
h0,000 francs, from which must indeed be de- 
ducted their food, the expeace of their journics, 
the hire of pasturage during winter/ the salary 
of the shepherds, and other smalhexpences : this 
leaves a net profit, however, suffici^t to render 
this kind of property vciy desirable. 

fi.s to the practice of inakiug the sheep travel 
|tnm place to place, besides being rendered sa- 
cred by the laws and by long custom, it is ex- - 
cusable from the necessity of existing circupi- 
stanccs. Either they must diminisli the numbtc 
of sheep, or they must travel a little. Those 
which feed in the fine season upon the 'inou-rtains 
pf Soria, Cuenca, Segovia, and Buytrqgo, would 
die with hunger there in winter; aid where 
would they find a better asylum thaif*Estrama- 
® pro^’ince thinly inhabited, poor in other 
{i, its pastures being its only resource ? 
well that this argument may be consi- 
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dered as begging the question^ but governmail 
has aln a3's held it to be conclusij^e. 

There are some among the members of admi* 
Illustration who would excuse the custom, even 
from the long tolerance which has perpetuated 
the practice. Despotic as they are, they fei^ 
some scruples in attacking by violent reforms thu 
property of the breeders of sheep. And how is 
it possible to bring tlmm voluntarily to renounce 
a benefit, the management of which is neither 
very complicated nor very expensive ; and the 
produce of which constantly finds a ready mar- 
ket in the avidity wdth which the wools of Spain 
have been thitherto bought up by manufacturing 
countries. Besides, the royal exchequer itself is 
intef^ted in the support of this branch of in- 
dustry ; for the taxes levied upon the export of 
wool form an important branch of the revenue. 
They have produced within these five years 
from twenty-seven to twenty-eight millions of 
reajs. Such a soprcc could not be checked, 
withtTut having at hand a certain and very speedy 
method of xupphing its place.* 

Th're isla glower but more certain method by 
which Spa“u will succeed, perhaps, in spite of 
herself, in j’^etting rid of this innumerable host of 
animals w'^lich devour, her, ^if we may “O express 
OBrsel\cs when speaking of animals, the name 
of which alone awakens ideas of innoceqcc and 
peace; this method will be the same with what 
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bas begun to be pursued in France, and to 
wbidb Abe success of that nation may succes* 
siyely p^teact olliers, who have hitherto thought 
that wool from Spain was an indispeusible com- 
modity.. ■ Then will the slothful and greedy pro- 
prietiQirS'of these immense flocks be obliged to 
give their industry and their opulence a turn, less 
profltnblft perhaps, for themselves, but more ad- 
Tsmtageeus to their country. Happy Spain, if 
fi^res^eeing .the eflects of such a revolution, she pre- 
pare^ beforehand her territory for a new destina- 
tion, by multiplying and improving the roads, 
canalfi, and other means of amelioration which 
are still >^{anting ! 

In Uie stale in which things are at present, and 
in which they may too long continue, their 
wool is the principal source of riches, apparently 
at least, in Spain. Before the war of 1793, they 
exported annually from Bilboa, from 20 to 
22,000 bales of wool, most of them weighing 
two hundred pounds, and some 250 pounds e^ch ; 
and from St. Andero about one third of this 
quantity was exported. Now thjpse arc the 
two ports from w^iich by far the^mpst cqpsider- 
ahle part of the wool of tire north of^pain is ex- 
ported. If we may judge from th(]j' exports of 
1792, England rocei\ed the greater part of this 
commodity, Holland next, and France the least. 
There wore exported at Bilboa, 16,176 bales for 
England, 6,180 for Holland, 186 for Ropeo, 654 
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for Ostend and 356 for Hamburgh ; and from SI. 
Andero, there were exported for London^ 

for Bristol, 1,909 for Amsterdam, and 
1,200 for Rouen. 

But the year 1792 ought not to be takeil as an 
average. At this period the commerce of fiance 
felt the effects of the revolution, and of the war 
which broke out in May that year. In ordinary 
years France consumes more flian four times 
the quantity of Spanish wool, that is to say, from 
eleven to twelve hundred bales, and consequently 
more than one half of what comes from the 
northern ports. Valuing the bales on an average 
at 1400 r^ls per quintal, (taking into the esti- 
mate the prico of some very fine Iconeses, which 
in l'’?92 were at the price of eighteen or nineteen 
hundred reals, and the price of the common wool 
which was from 1100 to 11.50), and taking the 
weight of each bale as at two quintals, wc shall 
find tint annually, before the revolution, we re- 
ceived fine wool from Spain to the amount of up- 
wards of 32,000,000 of reals.* 

* in oiis calculation every tking is taken in a reducec 
way, aince t?.e superfine leonaes irc those of which tlie greates 
number is exported, and as several of the hales of this descrip- 
tion weigh ^’50 pounds, it w ill not be an exa^ggeration of the valu( 
,to add 8,000,000 to this 32,000,000 of reals. This agrees, witl 
the statement of our balance of tiade furnished by M. Fltjndrin 
from which it appears, that in 1782 wc received wool fron 
Spain to the value of 13,600,000 livres. Sec M.*Flaadrin' 
work Sur I* Education de$ Moutons, p. 213, 
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‘‘ CNri^'fliANffUtories at LoaTiers^ EIl)euf> Reinis^ 

#ed»|i, and that of Decretot in parti- 

not Axist without Spanish wool for 

i ha ir fiiMf dioths ; the wool of Champaign arid of 

Berrys of which they eonfUme a great quantity, 

is only used to rail up for common cloths, and 

never in any great proportron entering into the 

composition df the finer sorts. There arc some 

also, as the oasiAiirs, wbich*do not admit of any 

mixture, and sho.uld he woven with very pure 

superfine Leonesc. iff we succeed, therefore, in 

sufficiently extending the propagation of sheep 

in France, perfected by the crossing’ of the true 

Spanish bseed, we shall free (^rBeiv4$ from an 

annual tribute to Spain of twelve or thirteen 
• . • * * « 
millions of livres. Let us hope, therefore, that 

the return of public spirit into our companies of 
merchants and others, will find in this argument 
a motive for turning the speculations of our cul- 
tivators towards this amelioration : it is • specu- 
lation which indeed requires attention and in- 
dustry, but very little employment of capital. 
But to return to Ihe subject of the wtiol tragic in 
Spain itself. 

It is probable that from 32 to 33,00l) bales are 
exported, weighing from 200 to 210 pounds 
each. This was the amount of the exportation 
792 from Abe oorts of Bilboa and St. Andero, 

' five or six hundred bales of 
for at present almost all the 



OF SPAIN. 


Spanish wool is washed. Before the itiexekll 
the customs upon unwashed vr<^], whieh t< 
place in 1787, almost all the fleeces of flb» £ie> ' 
ones# and Sogo\ ian sheep, and those 6i41|ei Soiiat 
caballa /s, were exported unwashed,* Ibnuiug^ a 
Ulan'S of from 1800 to 2000 bales, of 11' fp It 
an oha*- or from 275 to 800 poui^s we^^b^Ach. 
W itbin these thirty years '&e poverty of theexche^ 
quer, and the persuasion that madufacturing na- 
tions could riot exist without Spuish wool, what- 
ever tiiighi be its price, have jnmeed the Spanish 
■government to increase thSs dulies on exportay 
tion. * 

From 17|6 to 1787 these duties rose, from 42 
reals 12 neailtvadis for each arroba of washed 
wooFlo 60 reals 28 maravedis, and from 21 reals 
six maravedis for wool in the grease to 50 reals 
four mapivedis. 

Notwithstanding these successive augmenta- 
tions, the exportation of wool has rather increas- 
ed than diminished. This operated as one of the 
cause?, although not the principal one, for the 
rise inithe ppcc of cloths. The»rise was chiefly 
owing' to tfie advance of the materials. For 
about thirty years the price of wool in the grease, 
or in suT^i, as it is called, rose from 75 to 80 
reals for the arroba of the^finest of all tha Le~ 

• 

* Washing greatly dimmishoi, the eight of Spanish wool. 
Bvtbe operation it always loseii one half in weight 1* gene- 
ral tlie Joss is licaxly t\Y» thirds* 
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fwm 100 to 120 for \tool of an in- 
iki ^' ^Manufacturing and commercial 
’CO^blifte }itye not however, diminished their 
tm this account; on the coutrarf, at 
’tl^’'i>%lnning of the war which broke out in 
Eon^ ifi 1793, the exportation of wool from 
Spaifi tNNii 'On tite incre^. It is at Madrid, al- 
though far dlMant wool districts, that 

the mott eansidSerable hai^civns are made. There 
are in that eaph'al foto or five houses entirely 
occupied In thej bliidNss ; they buy fur several 
years in advenceHhe*fleece8 of tiroie proprietors 
whpse sheep appeu to them most eligible.* But 
none of tlie Spanish merchants bave^itber funds 
or spirit enough to attempt these 'slpsulations, 
and they leave the profit of them in(a'|(ieat^ea- 
sure to commercial nations. The French, the 
English, and the Dutch« purchase thejlil^Oiuan 
an(t,Leoncse wool at Saint Andero and iiffifiina, 
not allowing even the Spaniards a commission 
Upon the sale. They purebaw the wool from the 
bands of the shepherd, and *ash it on then own 
account ; the Qji^tch iu particulat^take |j. great 
quantity in this way ; not that thej em^doy all 

• The Duke tic I’Infantado, for instance, ijiatle a bargain 
in 1791 , by whuii he alienated for eight years tlic produce of 
his shearings, for the sum'of 100,000 comiwn piasleiij. The 
hnusc of tlie Greinios speculated most largely in this way, 
on Jbe rcuim of pctire, they found giGO bales *^*^^>*‘ 
rhich they disposed of with gjriSat d}fficuJ^^ 
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this quaBtity teif iMRWWto'|P 

chants who haw Mt the .ooaaonii^^^tM^^ 

sure of having their waats wioatfei. Jtod ji Mp ^ 

sides ‘accommodated with king 

wool thus purchased in its eoB^h statN»,tH^Mll|^ 

factors pay ready money ji' it h theft 

their extensive warehotMfe end ipM 

great pro fit to tboseftFlft^ W ^enwwIftw ftdaW||N<>l^, 

ticular sorts. The ef yi »li tll »|g | t 

AiK-la-ChapoHe 

this practiee, ftiidtft 


Spain.^ Tb^cxfMffteiie^ evirylm^^ itiocttlftBftiM 
eneeintheattonpt; thi^weretKftftitisfiedwitbtlift 
wool which sent |hem ; they dispute ahotii 
the price* oihtayauftth OKptNrtteg^ era* 

dit of a^d(iiii^otlM, aftd were «t leogth <d)%ed 
to retw||^||ft» did eiftdom. 

dl 4^t has been said, it is 
dil||l||t to d^mtne* eitactily the quanti^ ftl 
fiaftnll^ish wool which ,ii mmnatty exported* 
nidtidii% ^ sioo^lf th* «oi2d|fi 

mw proTinees fi^^inp^. I iraiueed that Is 
1790 tie ie9^;9^>ipiottiited t|i|p,d00,000 raal|i 
' The tbnowiflg ealmdation wili'^ftve thmt^tbia «i* 
'timftle is beioyr the feal value. 
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6,900,000 lbs. at ten leals per pound, and thii 0 “ 
aa aggregate if 69,000,000 reals. In this cal- 
culation every thing is taken at the lowc-it rate, 
particularly the price of the wool; for m 171)*^ 
the superfine Leouescs were at 1S8G, and the 
COOliDOn wool at 1150 reals per ({unUal ; conse- 
quently more than 18 reals per ib. for the first sort, 
and upwards of 1 1 for the latter. There is no ex- 
aggeration, therefore, iaeptimatingat 80,000,000 
of reals the sunj .Spain gains every year by the sale 
of wool; but a.;^eqi^al peace can alone ensure 
the continuance ox' so extensive a demand. Will 
France continue to be one of the principal mar- 
kets, an4 to consume, as before ^he rupture, 
nioret]ian 10,000 bales per armuW? Yes, un- 
doubtedly ; even when the change to .wtridi we 
look forward is accomplished, when even certain 
interested views will not be opposed to its pro- 
gress, and when the caleufations of avarice, shall 
have given way to those of patriotism: prejudice 
may, however, fora time domineer over reason, 
custom over the real iutcrest of the proprie- 
tors. It may be 'isked, if tliis changij does >t take 
place, will Spain lose what France gaim ? As- 
suredly not. The revolution thus insensibly pro- 
diued ill its political economy, will necessarily 
lead to aipeUorations, and to the adoption of new 
plau>< by tboke proprietors who have been de- 
luded bj th^ too easily acquired opulence. 
Some rich iodividuals would, wi&out. doubt, be 
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injiiiTd, but the mass of the population would be 
great! V benefited. 

Fp'tiuiiid'j, our allie'', do not look with lensa- 
tions of u!;pasino>^s on the fortunate 'isflforts we 
have alread . made to dispense with the use of 
jour Avoe-i ; *ve are siiil far diitant from'ifae at- 
tainuieot of our olyects, which Can only be ac- 
complished by length' of lime. Confide 'in that 
Acrsatility of which tin* revoluti^ has not entire- 
ly cured us ; trust to the • deep~'j()oted prejudices 
of our peasantry ; and cottiide f also that the loss 
witlKW'hich you seem threaterln dors not appear 
formidable to such of your fry<w-cilizen8 as are 
acquainted\with your true interests.’’^. Two of 
the most enlightened ministers you have had dur- 
ing \lic*^rcsent century, Campillo under Philip 
the Fifth, and La Ahhnada under Ferdinand the 
Sixth, ebesidered the immense exportation of your 
wool as one of the greatest obstacles to the pro- 

^ I regret that a Spaniarvl, whose opinion is entitled to much 
respe^., has thought otherwise. I know that a Frenchman, 
wlio had procured a few sheep from tlie Rambouillet flock, 
carri«o|onc of flie jSpanihh shepherds^ who accompanied them 
into France, and presented him to the Spanish ambassador at 
Paris^ who coldly replied to the congratulations of the French 
gentleman inf the following manner You need not thank 
me. Sir, for had I been consulted, a ’single Spanish sheep 
yrould never have left that kingdom.** I do not charge M. 
d* Aranda with making this answer; he was more enlightened 
as to the true interests of his country, and national jalousies 
‘ were aJlo^dier'bedekth him. 

h2 
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gT<*<s of wiif industry ; because, said Ibey, tlie na- 
tions whowerc ^leoriginal purchasers, sent it back 
mannfsiKlured, and resold it to you at anexorbi- 
ikni advntee in price ; and because the wools of 
'ftCoM’ser quality which remained in Spain vs ere 
manufactured there at a great ex pence, your 
weaviTs being desirous to rccompeBse themselves 
for the high price and Uttle<value of that which 
was left tibem. ^In short, the most enlightened 
persons among y^'n sRl^of opinion, that to concur 
in the diminuti^ df.'your immense flocks of 
sheep, would"- be^to acquire a claim upon your 
gratitude rather th,aii to inspire a feeling of re- 
sentment. ■ 

Let if not be itnt^ned, howeVw, 'lhat Spain 
docs not consume a piffi of this wool inlier 6wn 
' manufactories. For a long' period ail the com- 
mon wool has been worked up into cloth -for 
uniforms for the troops and the dress of the lower 
orders of people, and the axpoitation of it is 
prohibited. 

*"*Tlu! greater part of the sheep which proiiuce 
it are black, codsegnciifly the cloth is that 
colour. Hence th<‘ great quantity of brown 
mantles is accounted for, which add so much to 
the dismal and dirty appearance of the inliabitants 
of the country, particularly in the two Castiles. 

is alst> wool of a second quality, like that 
SS^akneia, the exportation of which is not pro- 
hibited; this wool is mnployed id ipaoy mo*- 
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liufdftorics in Languedoc, but is, for the most 
})art. made into cloth iu the 4»’Ovince which 
produces it. As to the finer sorts ot wool, 
Ihcv arc employed in several pMitinces of 
Spain, and particularly in fhe maoijrfactory at 
(ruadalayara. Strange vicibsitude ! this place 
<n\e“ iss e\i tcnce to two strangers, who toade a 
'j'icndid fortune at the expeace of the 
iialnos. 

('iirdinal Alberoni, istlie y J'lr 1718, laid the 
foundatiou of this estahlidhtP mt, and placed it 
undt" , the management of iCippeHa. At first 
cloths of an inferior quality* owiy were manufec- 
lufed,.,alth^ugh ^he finest wool vvas made use of. 
In the time of Charles tlie tilird the raaiiufact«)ry 
of San Fernando was remeyed to Gtiadaiaxara, 
where nothing hut fOjmrfiue cloths bad been made. 
Since ihai period various manufactories of fine 
clo^ ha\c been cntablislied at Guadaiaxara. 

In 1783 this was perhaps the most complete 
establishmentof itskindin Euroj)e: within its walls 
was every retj^CHsite for the manufacture of clottrsr 
whilcithe todls and implcmei^S bsed iu the work 
were all made u pon the spot. There were 24 looms 
for cloths of the first quality, properly called 
San Fernando cloth ; one hundrfd for (he second 
sort, and hOG for sfyges with all these they 
expected in a short time to be ablefto dispense 
with supplies firoin the English, to wlitun, for 
the sole article of woollen clotbi Spain paid an" 
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nually two miMionb of pounds sterling. These 
looms were roljfained in two huiidiiiirs. and 
gave eitf^lo/nioiit to 58‘ir) persons^ ail paid by 
the King/ to these ii,'v beaddid a fir irrcator 
number scattered throujroouf L i lUaneba and tlie 
Castiles, who are occupied in ^piiinii g wool for 
ChiadaJaxara. Willi the exception of a want of 
economy in the administration, a dcfccl wliicli 
has been since rc»ncdicd, no where could a bet- 
ter organised 'esi'bliahmeut be found. Tbe city 
of Guadalaxara '> <b*med a strieking coidiast 
with those aifod it. I did not remark a '■higll 
beggar, nor e\eu*!i.."' "idle person, among the !.'> or 
16,600 iulubitants it contained. Such^arc t be ad- 
vantages resulting flfetti manufactures, but narti- 
cularly those of cldth, wWch have so many mi- 
nute operations connectydflwHh them, capable of 
being executed by old people and children^ Na- 
ture having apparently (ondemued some of her 
creatures to languish as a Imrden upon the arts, 
these establishments raa\ be said to furnish a sort 
uf supplementary labour in favour #f enfeebled or 
suflering humanity. , 

The raanufaclories of Guadalaxara have un- 
dergone various changes since the ;jear un- 
der the auspice* of different managers. Yallejo 
^ccntl> brought ibem to an additional de- 
>f pcribctuMi, au hough at an imm'-nse ex- 
'C. dlis successor, Don Sauiit^o Romero, sa- 
less to fame than to utility : he adopted 
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measures to secure new markets /or the cloths, 
and eansod them to be maiiiifactlred according 
to the taste of the <'onsumers. Already the 
Spaniards tell us that their maniifactori^ atGua- 
dalaxara are on a level with those of AbbeviUc;; 
and in this respect tlioy do not perhaps exag^'- 
rate. But will it be credited, although' they 
have w ool from 25 to J6 per cent, cheaper than 
we have, although *their maAifactories are 
surrounded by a numet«»».^0’ dilation, and by 
plenty of wood and watcivihat lieir cloths were, 
heibrs. tjie war, much dearer thin ;ur.s?* We 
mu.sf indec4 confess, and itis’aiMiiited by unpre- 
judiccrlkSpaAiards.theiaselveSj, that they are still 
behind '.j^s in the* arts of dyi^i^ and fulling their 
cloths; butif we had, like them, the raw materials, 
a few expert workmen aa^sc two branches would 
be adificient to bring ouf manufactures to the ut- : 
modi perfection. The Spanish government is 
not insensible, however, to the means of attain- 
ing this object ; all those arts of seduction which 
rival ^tates generally . contriye to frustrate, 
wliich'they are obliged to p^ss hnnoticed, have 

* Cliarle-s the fourth, who visited lliem in 179h found 30^i 
looms for fine cloth, and 350 for serges •, they employed 
31,000 persons, and manufactured to tCe annual amount of 
13 or 14,000,000 reals. Clotlis of \he most beautiful colour, 
but inferior in point of quality, are sold for 84* reals a yard; 
the finest Sdtif Fernando at §4, that of Brilmega at 74,«nd the, . 
serges at The Spi^wh yard k to the ell as five is to seven* * 
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b^n zesprted'to by the court of Madrid <o decoy 
wodpoen ynd l^rtists from France and England, 
to uD|^yi^^eir national manufactures. About 
,t}l|e a^the vcar 1794 I discovered that a ma- 
nufacturer from oue of our establishments, whom 
<1 shell not name, allowed himself to be seduced 
by tl» Spanish goverpuent upon the offer of 
160,000 piasters^ to e«tabUsh a cloth manufar- 
toryin OldCastOe, and to being a hundred French 
iamilies along vAth biip, The project of c )urse 
did not succeed A or ||ibuDd no trace of it on 
my second jgunfiy. About the same time/'iwo 
of our artists, whom 1 shall name, Qmtremcre 
^Itgonval, of the . j^caderoy of Sciences, and 
Chardron, a ma^^cturer of Seda% received 
proposals of this .but rejected reern'. 1 

know that similar tompi^ions have since been 
held out in England with Wter success. 

The Spaniards, however, have some ep|iert 
workmen at home, capable of bringing their cloth 
manufactories to the utmost degree of perfection ; . 
among these they mention with respect DonVre- 
gorio Garcia, the,jpresent mmuger of the Irorks 
established, by the ‘Minister LerenaatValdemaro, 
the place of his birth, situated between Madrid 
and Aranjuez, and one of bis pupils, Pedra 
Cuesta, of Segovia. 

Guadalaxara is the only place in Spain where 
the fa^ious Y^gonia cloth is rnamifhctiired ; it 
is ipade from p precious wool imported tram the 
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coloiiK of Ruenos Ayreiand P^ru/ttliieH i« no 
where ci-jc ! « be found. 4n attetA];>tRias1}eeQ made 
to wf-ne tli’.s wool in F. .nice, and thdsi# wH#itate 
coinpaiv'd > ir Vigonia cloth with th4l%Me at 
Guad b.u <3; agree that ours more a|^K!cable 
to till c, hut that made in 6paiB‘po««eiiea 
tiuralil n A , either becawse tile SpaniA weaverti ire 
better aci^uainted with'the'wanagenient of it, or 
because they keep the fitifest Vigoni^wool to them- 
selves These cloths are ye'/ in genera! u»e 
among (lie Spaniards, afiw'Vah At consequent- 
!v oe procured, unless ordered ic\'' al nmiiths 
before they jare really wanted , ‘"Some of these 
Vigoniai„are manufactured at the expenee of 

0ir 

the Kin^^ w!lo Sends them is 'presents to fo- 
reign courts. In the yea. 1783 Charles the third 
sent twajty pieces to the Grand Signior, on the 
conclusion of a treat y with the Porte. U pon this 
occattloo it was said, tli.-it the Spaniard* were 
anxioolto inspire the Ti.iks with a taste for their 
cloths, and so previlent was this o\ inion, that 
even {he manufacturing countries were some^ 
what aarmed.^ IIow could tbd Spanish go- 

f roment undertake this trade in competition with 
mis who have acquired a kind of prescriptive 
^ht from long usage, and can alga boast an ad- 
vantage over Spain in rfie aii of manufacturing 
woollen cloths ? Would it not be wisef in Spain 
first to ClotlijO the twenty-two millions ofisub- 
iects who live under her domintoo, from the pro- 
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(hirtioiM ©f\er own manufactures? But the 
Spaniards are* not ^et arrived at this degree of 
prospftritj' ; and it will not be by measures lil.c 
those attempted in r<88 that thev will ever suc- 
ceed in attaining it. At that time the managers of 
the royal manufactories could fiiid no othcrcxpc- 
dientto sell off the stock lying in their ware- 
houses^ to the amount of ^00,000 piasters, than 
obtaining a ^crce to prohibit the exportation 
to Spanish At^rii^ ’Hf all cloth manufactured 
in any foreign This d('crce occasioned 

remonstran&^g from the English and ti’rcjich g''- 
verninents, anct . -'fn from the Spdiiisji merchants, 
who had a couMderable quantify of l^rcigu cloths 
on liand. It Wio*'lccordingly fnodiiioi^Jn some 
rc'-pc. ts; and had not the government consented 
fotlii? measure, ncccssity,gcncr?ny ferlileinfrau- 
diil! (it resources, would have found means wholly 
to elude the prohibition 

4l the rctuiu of pc.''*, the manufactoties of 
fjiuialalaxara,a>Kl(h-’'-(‘ol Brifauega situatedubout 
iwui leagues distant, possessing almui 40() looms 
for tine clotlis, wmo in a nourisbiug condition, 
and sent their goods to markets less fluctuating 
Ilian their neighbours. In the course of the year 
1796 they h.ul .?n cstabliRhiuent at Madrid, from 
hicli were sold fioni nine to ten thousand pieces 
er month. 

ovia, celebrated at all times for the good- 
of its wool, was not less so in former day* 
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Ibr the niaiiber and perfection of yfi m^nufac- 
i(> ic*- I»tit Jiow has it fallen from its ancient 
pleii'K'r ’ 

The patriotic society of Sf'govia has |wblish<' 
ed a stai(>ment, that in the golden age of that city 
if had *..< Ir’Mclred Knnns for fine cloths- la 
lGi>? it contained only two hundred and fifty, but 
diiri ’ *\ first half last century industry 

t > n‘vi\c. In 174S there we^c three hun- 
dicu and si\ty-fivc looms, jirfat^h c. nployed 4300 
p r-.or', and coi'sumed more4ilan A0,(M)0 arrobas 
of Mi\\..-lu‘d wool. Of late the gtt\p»'muent has 
boon pen haps loo strenuously oc' .pied with the 
legenei.'itjpn of the manufactures : in » 1785, 
however, there wAs a plan lard down for their 
orgaiii/atiuu, the result of w'hicb was, that iu 
the fi\e succeeding jtvrs they^ inauiifactured 
more than 4000 pietcs. With but a few excep- 
tions, tbc m inufactureis of l^igoviaarc complete- 
ly wedded to old habits, .ind despise every iin- 
proveinent. One person oniv lias deserved the 
rncourarjement of goveruiiu'iit. Don Laurcan» 
Ortiz eslablishcd, in 1779, a new ,ii?anu factory of 
,>ypcrhoe cloths, wliiib the Ring pationizcd by 
bull .sonic privileges, which were not, 
^wevor, injurious to others. Oitix thus protect- 
’d and encouraged, could not .fail to prosper: in 
:7S() he had seventy looms and emploji’d 2800 
lersons. lie soon accumulated an uunieuse Ibr- 
une for his family, but did uot live long to cn 
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jov H; he in IISS, and his loss Mas scrioii’.lr 
deplored by viis country. His succcssoi inlierih'd 
his Hieal and talents, and iu IVM I Mas assured 
that tShe ttiMiu&etory had not dejifcnerated. The 
manufitetory of Ortiz, and that called San Fer- 
‘aaiido at Gaadalaxara, arc said to be the onlv 
establishments at pret^t in the kingdom for the 
pndudnction of superfine- cloths: this fact will 
appear astonUhing, perbajis, when it is considered 
that Spain aluLnda witli the finest w ool in Eurojic. 

Before S^J^via I am desirous to con- 

clude ray ^jbsdrvalions respecting tlje jhgeiK,of 
Spain. In m?;,,ioountains adjoining this city 
a great part of the wandering flocks pasture 
during the summer season. The^ a^ seen de- 
scending in the course of October, along with the 
flocks from thf^moimtaiHs of the ancient Numan- 
tia (Soria) quitting thoce which separate tbe two 
Castiles, and after p.is>iiig Ihrougli New ^filistite, 
dispersing themselves in the plains of Estrtffltadura 
and Andalusia, 'llio'.e which are nearer tttb 
ufiierra Morena pass (lie winter there. The length 
of their journics is proportioned' to the kind of 
pasture they obtain. They travel in flocks^ 
1000 or 1200, under the gtiidanee of two shep 
herds; the cjiicf shepherd is called the Mayoral,^ 
the other the W-hen arrived at their des- 

tinations ibey are distributed among the various 
pa^prages assigned to them. They proceed on 
again in May, and whether from cu«- 
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fcm, or from instinct, they travel pjXvud to Uie 
fliitiutc best adapted for them at th^ Season; the 
uiicasiacss they seem to feel ia^icat^ijO 
guides any. necessity for a change of situttUon. 

Each flock belongs to one /It^bter spilled a 
Caviirui, and tt'c whole produce from the wopEfi! 
thof Ih'i ks is called CaT?a«a« bear tfcfe 

nani"'- of their propri^i^^v- The most uuinerout 
ar<! tho.-,e of Bejar and ^egretti, * 7 ‘Ch of wlu^ 
consists of 60,0()0 sheep. jjjTliatof 'thc EscuruE 
the. most famous, has a0,0|^i;>p!‘ijudice or cus- 
tom .uakes (he wool of certiiii Cnzatins more 
stmglit after than the others.* /it juadalaxara, 
for instance, they employ no wool but Ijiat of 
^iegretti, thC' Esourial, and thd . ^Chartreuse of 
Paular.* in 17S5 the owes apd rams sent to 
KaiubouiUet were, as mdy be suppo.«ed, picked 
outjffpm th^ most famous Ceriums; among 
iheiQ^jjb'esidoB the ahove, were the Cetvanus of the 
of the Marquis of Perales, of 
\ ^| mel dc .Balbuenf, .and of Count San Rafael, 
9f ail these various: Crpams, those of Paular are^. 
Upposcd*to yield' the lincst wopl.in all Spain; . 
jad the Negrctti* sheep are remarkable for their 
tiugth andtlie quantity of their wool: ten rams' 

rim these flocks were furnished to France. 

• • 

* This is the name of the floefe belonging to the Marquis de 
'orre-SVIaiizahal, w Coual de Catnpa-Alingc, who after having 
.eh several: yesttsiriittiister of war, ' and afterwards amhassador 
Vienna, noiV ffls the saute wtnatioo at tl«j Court of Portugal. 
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They cost Vwni sixty to eighty reals, and the 
ewes frdifi fifty to sixty. 

ll^<(|^the return of the wandering sheep, 
towafifephe month of May^ the slicaring is 
commeftteed; ao' operation of great magnitude in 
Spain, because performed upon a large scale in 
yast buildings called arranged so as to 
ifecieite whole flocks and even (50,000 

Iheep,; TheUiarvest and vintage have nothing so 
•olemn in thel^ eetebglpion. It is a lime of fes- 
tivity for the as well as for the work- 

men; the jattt'f are divided into certain classes, 
and to each W^flfcrcnt branch of the operation' is 
allotted ; 125 persons are found re^nishte to shear 
'1000 sheep, pvery animal yields ”Vool of three* 
kinds, finer of >coarscr, according to'^e part of 
the body from which it is taken. 

\’l'hen the shearing is finished, the prodtice i.9 
collected in hales, and carried either to:^ sea- 
port towns for exportation, without other 
o]H;ration, or to certain' places, denominated 
washing-stations, in the environs of Segovia, 
and througifout the rest of '^Castile.' I mi* 
iHilcly inspecte(^ one of the most co:i5id< rahle 
of these stations, that of Ortijosa, tbr< c leag'los 
from St. lldefonsff; and I am convinced tl.ai tt\is 
operation, however imperfect and imnece^sary it 
ipay at first appear, {because foreign uiapufac- 
turgrs repeat it before using the; wool ) completely 
answers th^ purpose in view, that of preserving 



OF SPAIN, 


VII 

it from being- injured in its qusjfitj, bv too 
long keejiing. In general aboutfteii thousaiul 
quintals of wool are washed in this single station, 
w i)i< h forms a kind of vast basin, the inlier mar- 
gins of which are gently sloping meadqws, ex- 
posed to the sun in every direction. ; . 

The wool is brought mrfe in the state in which 
it is taken from the being in dotted tufts 

or fioeks ; in tins form'lthcy give ^ to the ^ipar- 
tadorcs, who divide it into three iortions of difr 
fereiit qiialities: and so acfCUstoi'ited are they to 
this business, (bat at the first, giit!i*;e they know to 
what part of the animal the tfoeji fk'’ wool belongs 

which first presents itself. The three qiiajltics of 

• • • 

the wool being ihiis separated/dbey are spread 
upon'w'ooden hurdles; they are tlu'u scattered 
about and beaten, in order to clear them from 
the'^diist and f;!fh which adhere to them, and 
are afterwards carried to t! c washing place. 

From tvvolargcsfopcci ‘ s !:;ted into an immense 
cauldron, boiling water into thrct; square 

pits, three or four. feet dc' p, 'i'jireo men are thtip 
employed to tdr the wool in ewry direction ; ■ 

J* I^kinviri:., who was seri io Spain to nctjuire :t 

}^\iov.kd<jy t,!' tjie history oi ihc Spani.ii thcep, cIIfTin-.s a little 
irorii riK‘ with respect to the fperatlun.^ oi- curkig anti wa-liing 
tlie woolr I shaii not attenijA to etintruvert the accuracy of 
this respectable cultivator s inl’oin'iaiion, who Ucr^ed it, like 
myself, from the best authority — according to time and place, 
both may perhaps be right. 
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caf li kind ol^woot is waslied separately, and re- 
tjnires water \aore or less hot according to the 
fisiCQcss of its qiiality. 

W'lten this operation is finished the wool is 
again spread out upon hurdles, for the purpose of 
extracting the filthy parts which the water has 
begun to dissolve. Those wlrch are clotted 
Kvith dirt, and unfit for use, arc detached with 
the hand, laid^ aside, and. the produce converted 
into a fund foi’ithc benefit &f departed souls ; fur 
in Spain reHg,^n is introduced into all the 
minutiae of soefal life The Spaniards endea* 
TOUT, by this u?fo^iation,to give an air of sanctity 
to their occupations, their wealth, ‘and even to 
their pleasures. 

The hurdles are afterwards placed belween the 
wells and a narrow aqueduct tlircug’) winch a 
current of cold water fiows. A iiiac. placed al 
the head of this water-course rcreives the wool 
and throws it in; it is Ihcn taken by five men. 
ranged one by one below him, who succes- 
sively tread upon it, and transmit it from the one 
to the other. Xower down are td.her workmen. . 
who also stop it as it passes, and thro .v r; on a 
stone shelf where they wring it, and below t}i|i 
there is a small drain. A grating is pluc(“d at 
extremity of this dr5^in to prevent any part 
the waol from being carried off by the car- 

W hen the wool is well wrung it is ^read upon 
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the loping meadows 1 have alre^y mentioDed*, 
*nc exposed to the sun for four days in ■ rder H* 
drv ii t'oitjpletidy Wheu well dnecl.. it is i i 
into large sarks mi xvhi-. ,, arc two mark! <v 
.indiculiim- the ou.itif > o,' the wool and the 

ri » *- 

Uk. oiUTif" (if ^ur V‘tiich prodfjcfrt it» In 
tins s?fi,te " V tl>;u we see 

b;'!' :: x)f ’1 p^rr ttl we 

n -k }h‘j,‘ t'- i"v ai:d, thr ni': t froo 

Hitfi'l: 11 \ I <.i;e !it> perbaps not far 

dislaiit ^^hcl: it. tiorj Spain 

b\ (>!,'' s . ' 'Ut hai-baar:*4 will 

, 4 ‘'l p'A.’cioit'- prOx,.uc- 
'.t. a.i'. >*' -r-iiSl i* r,<» occusiau to go 

K pjc'.tn,r(' .v.?i nur own maim- 

i.. 1 iv;i ;.'-nk ujxm our surcess 

' U ,-Uw pv l< I I tr • - bc COlIvSKicr-' 

-0 '•< v*' i’;:’' Ti'. V’ ' Hu‘V ba\c even 

..-"ni'xsixi ih'j -'A.'-':?”. '' puissehMon of this 

:*!»• >.■ ■>. utlxTb reinjun which 

t,'.-- .,irwvni .i -r r The field 

x i so wide, aod its resomces are so 

• 1. . 

sui‘. 'If?. th;il^c\rrv i din) ^.nltnate it w'itli- 

Xit jM/w to ocia'iibt'-t:’"'.* fiir (ieadly feods 
like [vLw^uO'^ i»etwei‘0 iodividuaiiv, 
S'l t i .'>? pre^enUxI Lw o..ikioy’ maokoid acquamled 
V, ub. eac,h other, ci cxplituioii; tlTch true mteresi* 
L i<\\ thii di'?iiJjole c1>;0!§:-‘ lake-' pjace, Spain 
- i)! hi'jihn^bt v oijtie'jc fucApon, as usual, abun- 
dance uf V* ooi,. A I the period when the peace of 
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Basic was c<4clndod, there were in the ports 
of Spain sixtee^ thousand bales of wool, which 
could not be forwarded on account of the war. 

Since the conclusion of that peace, our manu- 
facturers of Sedan, of Louviers, and Elbeuf, and 
even some houses in Paris and Orleans, have com- 
missioned wool from Spain, but certainly in 
smaller quantities than before the war. The 
same g^tlcmeiu as well as fbose of Sedan, Reims, 
and Verviers, siill continue to order this com- 
modity: but Sp|nish wool, the price of which 
has been so miit^ -raised by reiterated augment- 
ztionsof the ckjwrtjiatics within ihese%w years, 
has had to encounter the competition t)f the wool 
of our own Merinos; and if pains ai» 43ken to 
%crcasc the quantity, and to improve the qua- 
lity of the latter, it will, if sold at a moderate 
price, soon furnish a substitute for tlie real Spanish 
wool. 

England still atfords a very extensive market 
for Spanish wool; and has even imported a 
.greater quantity of hue years than formerly In 
1788 it was ealeulated, that in eaej^i of tbj three 
preceding ycat'^, about bales of S|)anisb 

wool were sent to Engla.'sd. In 1800 they' 
reckoned 16,6i)0. It may be conjectured, how- 
ever, that the uaturalization of Alerinos which 

t 

has succeeded in England, as well as in every other 
ountry,win diminish this importation. Siiouid 
he case be otherwise, it must arise from a« 
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increase in the manufactures that country, 
or from the English wool-dealers refusing to 
pay any higher for Merino wool, than for that 
of the sheep of the country ; in which case, the 
farmers will have little encouragement to in- 
crease their stock of Merinos. ' 
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CHAP. IV 

Palace qf Saint Mdefonso. Etiquette, Tiller. 

Dignities. Grandees. Orders of Chivalry. 

We now quit the subjstt 'of Spanish wool, 
with Segoyia anJl its environs, in order to con- 
duct the reader to the palace of St. Ildefonso, 
which is only two leagues distant. We discern 
from a great distance the high mounhJns which ‘ 
rise behind it, anthsharcely has the traveller left 
Segovia, •v^hen the building itself is plainl v^istin- 
guishable ; the approaches to it *do not bespeak 
ihc residence of a powerful court, some miserable 
hamlets being thinly scattered upon the barren 
plains. Nothing better could indeed be expect- 
ed from this part of Old Castile, surrounded as 
it is hy rugged mountains, and destitute of roads, 
canals, or even rivers of any magnitude. But 
what contributed, perhaps, more than, any 
other circumstance-to the devastation of this pro- 
vince, were the numerous herds of deer which 
once overspread it, and whose tranquillity was 
disturbed during only two months in the year, 
by the hunting parties of “the monarch and hit 
iamily. Scarcely had Cliarles the Fourth ascended 
"^e throne, when in spite of his hereditary taste 
for the sports of the field, he hastened to make 
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regulations for effecting the gridual extermina- 
tion of these animals, and insured obedience bjr 
his own example. 

The nearer we approach St. Ildefonso, however, 
the more pleasing the country becomes; rivulets 
arc seen meandering in the midst of delicious her- 
bage, the hills and vallies are covered with herds of 
deer, which, from l^r apparent security, might 
he taken for domesticated animals. Some beau- 
tiful country-seats occasionally attract the eye, 
emerging from clusters of verd'ant oaks. In addi- 
tion to this, the groupe formed by the palace and 
its appendages, overtopped* I'j mountains partly 
nakfjfland partly covered with trees totheir sum- 
mits, presents a scene truly . picturesque. Ar- 
rived at the gate in front of this royal mansion, 
and which is separated from it by a large court 
in form of a glacis, we have an imperfect image 
of Versailles. One would at first suppose that 
Philip V, who built bt. Ildefonso, delighted to 
surround himself w ith objects which might recal 
to his mind the much-loved scenes of infancy.* He 
seems to have bad the same pbjcct in view in the 
arrangement of his bodv guards. Of the ancient 
guard of the kings of Spain a company of hal- 
berdiers only remains, which m»y he compared 
' with the Cent'Siiissfis at Versailles. Philip Y. 
formed three companies of life-guards, each con- 
sisting, of 200 men, modelled, both as to its for- 
mation and dress, after those of France. To 
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ihcsc three complintes the present kin^ hns added 
a fourth by the name of l)ic American Company. 
Two regiments which do duty on the oiifsitie of 
the palace, the Spanish and the Walloon guards, 
are also a perfect copy of the French and Swiss 
guards. Each of them sends a company to fol- 
low the court whenever the place of its residence 
U changed. 

The posts of commanders' of these six inililary 
corps, which form both the external aiul internal 
guards of the sovereign, are given to the most 
distinguished persons in the kingdom. The com- 
mander of the halberdier.s is always a grendea^ of 
Spain. The captain of the Spanish compauv of 
the gardes du corps is chosen from the most illus- 
trious families at court; and a lieutenant-general 
has been placed at the bead of the liew American 
company. The commander of the Italian com- 
pany is generally an Italian nobleman ; and that 
of the Flemish company is a Flemish lord, or at 
least a foreigner of Flelili^!l extraction. It is the 
sara& with the colonel of the Walloon guards. 
As to the Spanish' gpards, their colonel is always 
chosen from among the most illustrious grandees 
in Spain ; the Duke d’Ossuna cominand.s them at 
present.* 

* The Duke^crOssuna spent several nronthsnt Paris iti 1/79 
tvith his whole family j they exhibited a specimen of the pomp 
which sftrrountls the Spanish grandees of the highest rank, 

i aU . same time of the simplicity of their manners, of their 



Piiilip V. had the strongest partiality for the 
rcsidi'iico of St. Ildcfoiuo, and the marks of hia 
regard slill survive him. Hi.s ashes are deposited 
ill a chapel in front of the castle. I visited his 
niuusolcmn more than once ; and it has something 
imposing from its siinplicitj'. The sight of the 
tombs of the great almost always excites profound 
rcru’ctions ; how powerful then must be the effect 
produced In the tomb of a prince v ho.se reign hold.9 
ro remarkable a place in the annals of modern 
iimrs, and forms the era of the greatest disasters^ 
•.uid the !a>t exploits of the reiga of Louis XIV. ; 
of a prince on whose acr»ui\t Euro[)e was con- 
vuLsed^by three w'ars in less than half a,century; 
ofa prince wlurtnthe conquest of the largest mo- 
narchy in the world could not render happyjaud 
whose rooted inelanclioly, embittering the last 
stage of his exi>lencej has left an e.xample to the 
world that the moet spb.osdid achievements of am- 
bition bring nothing in tb -ir train but satiety and 
disgust ! 

.-More pleasing ideas take possession of 4he 
mind on vievriug the residetme vhich Philip V. 
constructed in the bosom of solitary woods, sur- 
rounded by rugged precipices. The palace has 
nothing magnificent, particularlyjn its exterior 

afFabilily, anJ of every tlfaig that tend;, to lieighten the splcn* 
dor derived Iroin tire union of a great fortune witli an illustrious 
name. The revenues of the Duke d’Ossuna 'vere estimated at 
nearly three luilUons of oar francs. 
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(See Plate IlA,) The garden front has a fa^adeof 
the Corinthian order, which is not without dig- 
nity. Indeed this latter quality reigns through- 
out all the king’s apartments ; and there is a hne 
view over a parterre, surrounded with marble 
vases and statues, of a cascade, which, for the 
richness of its decorations, equals any thing of 
the kind ever produced j and. for the liiapidity of 
its waters, is above all comparison. Nature was 
rnuch more favourable in this point to Philip the 
Fifth than to his grandfather. The mountains 
which tower aboj/e his palace send forth in abun- 
dance the water wlych feeds the numerous foun- 
tains, and, invigorates the plants in his superb gar- 
dens: they are a league in circumferende, and the 
inequality of the ground exhibits new scenes at 
every step. The principal alleys answer to the va- 
rious summits of the neighbouring mountains, one 
of which in particular produces a most pleasing 
effect ; it ojiens perpendicularly to one of the 
sides of the principal facade; and from tbi« 
point are seen at once five fountains adoined 
with exquisite grdups of figures, rising into 
an amphitheatre, the crowm of which is form- , 
ed by one of the mountains. The highest of 
these groups i.s that of Andromeda ehami'd to 
a rock. When closely inspected it is perhaps 
defective, the rock appearing insignificant com- 
pared to the monster which menaces Andromeda, 
and Pert^eus who is attacking it ; but upon the 
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wliole it contributes to the beauty of the perspec- 
tive. The most remarkable of these five groups 
’j certainly that of Neptune;, genius' seems to 
have presided over its composition, and tlu 
choice of the situation. The God of Ocean is 
standing, surrounded by his marine court. 
His attitude, his menacing air, and the di- 
lec tion of his trident, shew that he is imposing 
silence on the boisterous waves ; and the calm 
which reigns on the water, the tranquillity which 
is produced in the air by the triple wall of ver- 
dure with, which he is surrounded, announce 
that he has not issued His, mandates in vain, 
flow often have I sat, with V irgil in piy hand, 
on the margin of these tranquil water.s, and un- 
dcr'the shade of their verdant architecture, re- 
peated the famous Quos cf>;o ! 

There are some other fountains which well me- 
rit the attention of the curious: such is the foun- 
tain of Latona, where limpid streams, some 
perpendicular, otliers crossing in every direc- 
iioiT, issue from the hoarse throats of the pea- 
sants of Lycia, half transformed into frogs, 
and are discharged in such abundance that 
the statue of the goddess is concealed from view 
by one va>st mantle of liquid crystal. Of this de- 
scription also is Dijina bathing, surrounded 
by her nymphs: in tlic twinkling of»an eye the 
whole chaste assemblage is concealed beneath Uie 
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water; you ieftagine that you hear the shrieking 
of the aquatic birds, and the roaring of the lions, 
who vomit forth by a hundred channels, this tran- 
sitory deluge. Such is, lastly, the fountain of 
Fame : it is formed of a single ./rf d’eau, which 
rising 132 feet, displays to the distance of several 
leagues, the elForts of art tc subdue nature, and 
falls in gentle dew upon the astonished spec- 
tators. 

In some particular spots of the gardens of St. 
JIdefovso the stranger iiiaj catch a viiMV of a 
great part of these fountains at once.; he stops 
with the most ravishing delight upon a platform 
which is vbovc the principal cascade, and which 
faces the king's apartments. Two salodiis of ver- 
dure have been made here; if you look from 
hence through certain ojieniugs formed in the foli- 
age, you will perceive, when the viaicrs are play- 
ing, twenty crystal c!/liiimis rising as high as the 
trees which surround you. mi.xing their sparkling 
white with the verdure of llie groves, uuiling their 
noise with the rustling of the frees, and cooliiigtlw 
air which you hiTathe; and if you ascend towards 
the great reservoir of these abundant and limpid 
waters, after having traversed a superb paricrro, 
and climbed a pretty steep declivity for*a few ini- 
jutes, you arrive at a long -and broad alley which 
Iccupies w hole of tlie upper part of the gar- 
F'rjpthc midst of this alley, on turning to- 
rtlu^lace, an immense and boundless hori- 
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zoii ('li- <lie eye. The vast gardens which we 
have visited have shrunk into nothing; al- 
leys, parterres, and tountaiiis, have all disap- 
peared. We have m w nothing before us but a 
road which, undCr "ae form of a vessel, in the 
prow oi .vhich wc are placed, has its poop rc- 
j)rcs<‘iHed by the royal palace. From the same 
point, i*’ we look behind, we perceive a small 
lake, the irregular cont(rt.irs of which are not like 
our Fnghsh gardens, confined to an aukward 
iinil.itioii oft lie charming irregularities of nature; 
it is nature herself. The alley froili which w’cen- 
joy tliis spejctaclc joins the iwo cuds of the 
curve cpibraccd by the reservoir.* The»watcrs 
flowing from the sides of the woody mountain in 
front ; these waters, who.se distant murmurings 
alone interrupt the silcacc which reigns around, 
unite in this small lake, and descend from it 
by a thousand invisible pipes into other reservoirs, 
from which they are again fneed oiitin a thou- 
sand different forms to refre.ili the flowery soil, 
waters of the lake, ahv.ay.s limpid, and .sel- 
dom agitated, 'faithfully reflect \hc images of 
the surrounding woods, and of some straggling 
hpiises, built as if by chance under their shade. 
The riv ulots which feed tins principal reservoir 
were once lost in the Tallie.-v without affording 
yrafif or pleasure"; but by the assfstan'ce of 
art they have become both agreeable and luse- 
ful. After having ascended the pyramidal 
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mountain iwlience these waters derive their source, 
we reach the wall inclosing the garden; which 
was before concealed by the thick foliage of 
the trees placed in front. Nothing here im- 
presses the mind with an idea'of exclusive pro- 
perty : the woods, the waters, and the majestic 
solitude of the mountains, are beauties which 
belong to th<' whole comnuniily. 

sThese rivulets departing from the grand reser- 
voir, are cond ucted from one platform of the garden 
to another by channels, some of which are subter- 
raneous and otlicrs above ground. - Here they 
Jiastily water tlni .roots of the trees, which they 
pass in their course ; there they trave^c an alley 
and bathe more slowly the flowety ornaments of a 
parterre. From the basin of Andromeda they flow 
in greater abundance, between two rows of trees, 
in a deep and dismal channel, the too rapid slope 
of which is retarded b} cascades and windings. At 
length, after having tra\erse(l the garden in every 
direction, after ha\ine: sported in the midst of 
gods and nymphs, moisleaed the throats of t»I 
tons, lions, anvl pvans, they hu&bly disappear 
below the ground, but again emerge in order to 
water the adjacent vallics. 

I should n^'yer conclude, were I enumerate 
all the statues and groups, anfl cascades which 
decorate the gardens of St. lldefonso. I sheU 
merely observe that, with a few excep- 
I, 4ft the articles of sculpture are the work 
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of Frciidi artists of the second rank, such as 
Fermin and Thierry, sent by Louis the Four- 
teenth to his grandson, and their pupils, \rho 
>verc even inferior to themselves. They have 
displayed more .^laims to magnificence than 
to taste in the square of Las oclio calks. Eight 
alleys terminate, the one end at this centre, 
and the other at one of the cascades dispers- 
ed throughout the gardens. Clumps of verdure 
occupy the intervals between the alleys, and 
agaiiisl, each interval is placed under an arcade 
of white marble, the altar of a^god or goddess, 
each of whom presides over*a basin. These eight 
altars are decorated with several jfts-dkan, and 
lifliong tlic rest with two which rise perpendicu- 
larly from the two sides of the divinity, and have 
a ridiculous resemblance to the two tapers on a 
Roman Catholic altar. This cold regularity dis- 
pleased Philip the Fifth, who uj)ou visiting bis 
gardens a short time be fore bis death, reproached 
the inventor of the designs in strong language. 
This* prince had not the satisfaction to witrmss 
the completion of his plans. Ih; died in 174(), 
when every thing was hut in a*n imperfect state. 

This palace was the most expensive undertak- 
ing of his reign, The finances of Spain, so much 
dilapidated during the^ Austrian 'dynasty, would 
hajaf'heen sufficient, in consequence qf the wise 
"plans of Orry, to have subsidised France, and 
above all to have assisted the courageous efforts 
of the Castilians ; they would liave been siiffi< ieii 
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for three long and ruinous wars ; for all the ex- 
pences of a monarchy whicfi Philip the Sixth 
had conquered and partly regenerated ; — they 
W'Otild have resisted the attacks of ambition, and 
the machinations of politics : but they were 
doomed to sink under the ill judged efforts of 
magnificence. Sovereigns of other countries, 
learn from this example, that your glory, and even 
your disasters, sometimes cost your subjects much 
less tlian your pleasures ! Will it be believed 
that Philip the Fifth expended forty-five mil- 
lions of piastres in building the castle and laying 
out the gardens 'of St. Ildefonso ; and that this 
was the precise amount of his debts at the period 
of his demise : an enormous sum, ind'^ed; but 
will not appear exaggerated when it is considered, 
that the sppt occupied by the palace was, at the 
beginning of last century, a rugged and broken 
mass of rock ; that it was dug out and levelled 
in several places, and a hundred channels cut 
through it; that earth ca])able of vegetation, 
was brought to ever} part where it was de- 
signed to substitute a luxuriant cultivation for 
tlie natural sterility of the place ; and that 
the rocks were to be blown up to make rooru 
for the roots of the trees every where planted 
in the greatest profusion. So many exertions 
conibii|j^d could not faif of commanding jn a 
Icgrec the desired success ; in the or- 
Litchen gardens, and parterres, there are 
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few flowcis, few espalier$, few plants, but what 
hav 0 prospered ; Ijut llie trees, which from thdr 
nat i!!'e are destiiieti toattaiu great height, and whose 
roots coDsequeut! y strike deep into the ground, al- 
ready attest the iiisutiiciency of art when strug- 
gling against nat Jirc. Tlic slender roots of some 
of these trees being unable to supply tlie neces- 
sary moisture to the trunk, they expose their al- 
most iiidicd braischf's as objects of regret, and 
t;\cry year the assistance of gun-powder is called 
ill P) hollow out new beds for those which are 
iiioiight hitlmr to supply their places : none of 
tliem arc covered with that beautifiil foliage, 
which is to be seen on those od! v for w hich a fac- 
.,titiuus»si>'l has not been created, fn a \vord, in 
the groves of St. lldofonso are to ho found mar- 
ble statues, ciiHades, basins, fountains, limpid 
and abundaii!. waters, picturesijue situations, and 
every thing ihut art ciiu 'opply, but the princi- 
pal charm, especially in a Miliry climate, that of 
umbrageous foliage, i> vi udiug. 

On the death of I'lnlip tlie Fifth, the palace 
of St. •Ildefonso wii:' abandoned by the court of 
Spain, flis second wife, Isabella Jsiriiese, was 
tile only person belonging to the royal family 
who remained there, and during the wiiole of 
the thirteen years which his succv»».or, Ferdinand 
the^eve-nth, occupied the* Spanish throne, lhi.5 
-^il^ular xvoinan led a luosi relircd and quiet jiie 
within the apartments of tin- palace, haiiftgue- 
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Tcr once lel>. them, or at least ha\ing nerer 
been out of the gardens. This fact, strange 
as it may appear, has been attested by several of 
the persons who attended her in this retreat. 
Her day she divided in the ^raost extraordi 
nary manner, sitting up only at night; lost 
as it were to the world and to all its enjoy- 
ments, her- principal care seemed to be the pre- 
servation of her health, and to prepare herself 
for a participation in eternal felicity. Her son 
Charles the Third, then King of Naples, hav ing 
however ascended the throne of Spain in 1 7h9. 
the dormant flame of ambition, which had but 
slumbered in her bosom, rekindled at the news ; 
she quitted her .solitude, rc-appearedkat’ couri, 
and maintained over her son, to llic end of her 
life, an influence as unbounded a.? that she had 
formerly exerci.sed over Philip the Fifth, the 
weakest perhaps of sovereigns or of husbands. 
The newkinginherited thcpartiality of his fathor 
for the residence of St. Ildcfonso, and throughout 
the whole of his reign, the court sought ip the 
enjoyment of it§ refreshing shade, a refuge Ugainsl 
the intense heat oY the dog-days. It generally 
repaired hither towards the end of July, and 
returned to Madrid in the beginning^of October. 
The palace is situated upon the slope oftne moun- 
tains whicji separate' the two Castiles, in fr'vjpt of 
a va||; plain, open at all points to the north w ind%, 
and this circumstance readers it a delightful re- 
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treai durinj^ the hottest months of summer. Here 
the mo. nine: and evening' breezes even of a sultry 
day are cool and refreshing, and the tops of the 
neighbouring mountains are covered with snow 
during the greater part of the jear. Sf. Ilde- 
fonso, however, being upwards of twenty leagues 
d^istant from iHadrid, and one half of the road 
(thru which begins at Guadarama) a tedious and 
w inding course through a thick cluster of rugged 
and barren mountains, can only be considered as 
valuable in the estimation of sportsmen and those 
who delight in solitude. The present queen of 
Spain, while princess of AstiJrias, entertained an 
aversion to this palace, which* she e.\prcsscd, on 
.r'l occisic^s ; andCharlcs the Fourth, fier bus- 
barid- baviiig ascended the throne in 1789^ it 
^vas imagined that St. lldefonso would be en- 
tirely abandoiieii. During the live first years 
of the reign of this prince indeed the court 
mviEX removed thiilior, ilie king contenting him- 
self with a short visit IVoin time to time. This 
rcpnjgrnance, how ever, gradually subsided ; the 
delightful climate of St. lldcfpnso regained 
its reputalioi), and the visits* of the royal fa- 
mily have become as frequent as formerly. 
The court wjas there on iny first introductiou 
to it in, the year . 17.75; and there* I saw it for 
the hA time in 179'i ;* succlieding events hav- 
.;.ig prevenled my again appearing there in ray 
public capacity until the period of my depar- 
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turc, whick was tlie signal for hostilities between 
the two countries*. 

'The most brilliant period in the annals of this 
palace may be said to have been in the year 
1782, when two French princes, the Count 
d’Artois and the Count de Bourbon paid a visit 
to the reigning sovereign Charles the Third, or: 
their way to assist at the siege of Gibraltar. 
Since the house of Bourbon had ascended the 
throne of Spain, this was the first interview 
wtiich had taken place with any of the prince# 
of the blood-royal of France. The old monarch 
who was not a stranger to the feelings of nature, 
displayed in this happy meeting all the benevo- 
lence of Ills disposition, as well as the magni 
ficence of his court. He shewed his relatives 
the most delicate attentions, which seemed so 

h ni:iy npt perhaps bo amiss lo add in this place the short 
poetical dfscriptit)!) ot Si. iivlrlttiiso, drawn by Dolille^ the 
la.st edition ol'his Jai-duis" (canto 1.) when de!»cribing the 
beauties of this delightful resiiU-ncc. 

' Toi, surtour, Ildefan.se, ct tos fraiches deliccs. 

T,a ne sont point ces caux dont les svmrces fact ices, 

r 

Se Icnnant tout a coup, par leur morne repos 
Attristent le bocage et tronipent Ics eclios. 

Sans ce.s.ve rcsoniianl dans ces jardins ^uperbc.s 
D’intaris.' aides eaux, en colonnes, cn 
Selancent, fendent fair de leurs rapides jets, ' 

Etdrs rnonts pateriiels <*galent les sommets : 

Lieu superbe ou Philippe, avee magnihcence. 

Defalt i#on ayeul et reira^aiila France. 
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forcip^n to the simplicit}' of his inanneri^. The 
Count d 'Artois and all his suite. Mere lodged 
in tiie palace, and the Mhole of the king's 
liousehold was at the coinniand of the young 
prince. Care v^as taken to surround his per- 
son w ith such the nobility of Spain, whose 
manners and language might rccal to his mind 
ai least an imperfect image of tlie court he 
had so recently qui(t{‘d. In a wmrd, the atten- 
tions th(*y received were unbounded, yet did 
not impose the smallest restraint upo!i the royal 
guests, who were left at liberty^ to follow (heir 
4Avn inclinations, an indrdgence every way more 
gratifying *than the tain lioiiiage of courtly 
purade CIiarl«#s*the I'hird, accuslonied to lead 
d very regular life, had apportioned to various 
exercises and dulies almost e\cry moment of his 
time. Hunting, fishing, the performance of re- 
ligious duties, and the transaction of business 
with his ministers, M<*re all attended to with that 
scrupulous punctuality which the courtiers had 
long accustomed to observe. The dyke 
de Bourbon who had bi'en introduced under the 
title of Count Danunartiii, was treated with less 
ceremony indeed, but with equal kindness. 
Young and/inexperienced, strangers to the eti- 
quette of the court of Spain, the Iwo princes felt 
the ?rticessity and advantage of some ju^rson who 
was capable of instructing them, and there- 
fore put themselves under the superintendence of 
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the, Cuniit de Mo<itmorin, at that time aniha^isa- 
dor from France. This iiohleiKan had been my 
beoefaclor; hot alas! he perished by the harids 
oftiiose cannibals who disgraced the first stages 
of the Revolution. The spirit o.f party^ ho pri^va- 
lent at that moment^ may have led him info 
errors; duly and inclination however compel m : 
to look only at his mi.sforhincs, and I am im irpa- 
blc of denynyg him that iribule of afledion and 
gratitfide whidi I have more than once ])ai(l him 
during his prosperily. In my mind llu‘ 
tunes of this nobleman have rendered the duly oi 
doing him justic e ouMiiy part doubly sacred, t 
shall lltcrdbrcv, an ithout liesitatioii ‘ assert, that 
during the six N t’,ar?> of his embassy 'in ’ Spam, 
lie proved, Avhat the Spaniards might perhaps 
leave been inclined to doubt, Iftal a Freach- 
niaii also can poss(‘NS gravity pedantry, 

wisdom without an^ltnily, digaily NNittioul pride, 
and prudence witboul limidily. He was treat* 
ed by the king and ro\:tl family with a regard 
which be merited ; be avcH knew bow 
ciliatc the eocfidcnce of the ministers, the con- 
sideralion of the grandees, and the esteem of 
the naliou ; and notwithstanding a certain cold- 
ness of manner, few persons ap]^;;roaclu‘d him 
wlio did not retire from his presence wiMi a fa- 
vourahjiympressioii of his cliaracter. 

TlieM is no court in Europe where the ambfe- 
nialj^«.aiid foreign ministers appear so much in 
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public as in lliat nCSpain. Dining tlie reign of 
C'hiirlrs liic Tliiid, Ibev were even sulijceted to^ 
llu' most allt luiance esjun ially the am- 

bassadors of t he faiiuly ' Ttiey were expected to 
iittcnd the court its jouriues to St. lldefonso, 
l!ie Ivscuriiil aod Araujuez. TIk*\ appciired reg«u- 
III! \ at the tables of the king aieJ r<»yal family, and 
had rvcm daily an audience of his ma jesty before 
dinner, and iimnedlatcW afterwards all the foreijrn 
inimsfers were udmilted for a few minutes into 
hi^(;In^et: at prc.seid they appear at the palace 
o*!i!y twice [u a week. Charles riie Foml!i, more 
S!i)!j)!e in Jus maimers ifniw even his father, 
lias dispensed w ith many of the u^ele^s arfid mine* 
ce.ssarv (’er(‘m.m*i(’.s (d‘ the c(»urf, ahhouirh his life 

« O 

is rbmarkaJde lor the same regnlaritv and the 
same unifonpJi'v . lie a.s pjsvionatelv foml of 
the chase a^ ius pref!er<‘‘-(>r ; but lie has ren- 
dered it in’H h less to the neigliboiir- 

Rood of his rv. sidence ib' lias also other ])redi- 
lections; a taste for the fme arts; a love of 
agiicultnre, which will besliewn in our acemmt 
of Aranjuez: a partiality fof afiiletic exercises, 
for which he i.s peculiarly adapted by liis robust 
conslitution ; and a fondmss for music, with 
x^liieh bptl/the queen and himself indulge them- 

^ Tlic.se were, at that period , the French and Ncapohtaa 
ismbassadors. 
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selves in select parties every evening on return- 
,ing from the chase, and after having transacted 
the business of the day with one of his mini- 
sters. I'be present court of Spain, therefore, as 
may be naturally inferred froirY'tbe disposition 
of the monarch, is but seldom engaged in public 
diversions. 

Let it not however be imagined, that although 
the business of the court is conducted with so 
much regularity, although it even appears soli- 
tary, it is destitute of magnifioence. (?harles the 
third, a widower since the year 17f)l , dined alone, 
but alwa s in public, and surrounded by liis oHi- 
cerr'; the present king dines in corupatry with his 
consort. They are each attended by the grand 
chamberlain of their household, the grand almoner, 
the captain of the guards on duty, and an ex- 
empt of the guards ; their table is served by 
two g;('ntlemen of the chiniiber, who are gran- 
dees of Spain, one of whom has the care of 
the table, wbih? the other, upon one knee, serves 
his Majesty with drink The same l^on^rs 
are paid to the queen by the ladies of tiic pa* 
lace, and (o the infants and infantas by the no- 
bility attached to their establishment. This de* 
<»*»*ading homage may excite the incrig^iation of 
iilosoj^Jiy, but it is not peculiar to the ccurt of 
i: at will be found in V^ienna, where "the 
Ifal'-fatnily arc treated with the same respect; 
id even in Liondou, where the authority of the 
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king is so mucli circumscribed in other respects, 
lu file number of its gala days, the court of 
Spani is prodigal, and on these occasions 
the nobility displaj' the utmost magnificence. 
Tiicre are two sorts, denominated grand and com- 
mon galas. During the reign of Charles the 
Tijird. ten grand gala days were every year held 
at court, in honour of the king’s birth-day and 
coronation, the birth-days of the prince and 
princess of Asturias, and of the king and queen of 
Naples, the one as the son, the other as daughter- 
in-law of the sovereign. At present there are 
only eight; four for the knig and (luccn, and 
four for the prince and princess of ^s^turias. 
rhe common gahas, \^1iich are also called demi- 
p:ala$, are held in luniour of the other princes and 
princesses of the blood-royal, and are at present 
twenty-two in luiinber. These galas require but 
little alteration in the dress of those who attend 
them >but at grand galaj^, e\ er y person, with theex- 
ception of the prince or princess in whose honour 
thcj are given, must display the utmost magyi- 
ficence in his apparel. Everj^ officer belonging 
to the court, from the grand chamberlain to those 
W'ho possess the meanest employment, must on 
these occasions be dressed in the habit apper- 
taining "to their respective ^offices ; hence the 
appellation galas con uuiforme, which has gene- 
rally been bestowed upon theni. In the morjaing 
of these court days, all those who have any 
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comieiMioa-with tjje court, either as attaclied to 
the palace or by their civil or mililary fiinctions, 
officers of every rank, the superior clerg;y, with 
whom cerlain monks arc ahvjyys to be seen, assem- 
ble in the drawing-room, passiti’succcssion before 
the king and the rest of the royal famil}', and 
dropping on one knee kiss their hands. Tliiy 
homage is considered as a renewal of the oath 
of allegiance, and pn other occasions is paid to 
the sovereign to return thanks for a favour con- 
ferred, or at taking leave on being appointed to 
execute any commission. 

Republicans w*bo are not philpsopbers, or 
even philosophers who may not be repnhiicans, 
will smile perhaps at these grave mhnilia’.: yet it 
will not be altogether useless to describe lliem. 
They furnish an additional clue to tlie k?io\vledge 
ofthe human heart, its prideaiul it w eakness. Hu- 
miliations such as tbe.se, which without assuming 
an unnecessary degree of liaugbtincss, may be con- 
sidered as degrading b v those who undergo them, 
wvll not appear to be so revoltiug wbeirtt is 
recollected, tlnit ,our ancient heroes did not dis- 
dain to kneel on receiving the honour of knight- 
hood, and that in our ow'ii days the same cere- 
mony is cvciy, where observed. A ciJstoin still 
more singular prc,vails ‘at the court of^Spain, 
by whic^i the ladies, even of the most* dis- 
tinguished rank, are obliged to kiss not only the 
hand of the sovereign, but that of all his clul- 
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dron, of whatever sox or age; and however ri- 
dicuions the practice nuiy appear, the niosj oio^ 
gant duchrs*-; is sometii.ics seen k» e!ieg heiore an 
infant at the broa^^ picssiiig with lier rnsy lips 
the hand meeh^'ht^liy extended or withdravvii, 
tV'»!' this prematur* Innnage. , 

1 must obsor . f!j l^o^^ever, that the laws of cti- 
viufcitc appear in some measure to have been 
rcl. xcd in favour o'" .the ladies ; and llat if the 
Sentleinen jiesforni the ceremony of kissing hands 
■' .‘iit.iiinaiios) in p(il)lie, the ladies go tljrongh 
It in a y)i.'ivate apaitment ; and none hut those 
who immediately belong* te the jtaiacc are re- 
quired to observe this eustoin with t!:v whole, of 
the royal famity. This compliment is paid only 
to’ the queen and the jjrineess of Asturias, by 
the graiidet who have sio ])lac(! at court, am! iiy 
all females who are styled /i/lcd Iddicfi. H'his 
term must not be taken in the sense formerly 
attaclnal to it in I ranee, and will necessarily 
lead to some obseiwafions on the titles and dig- 
nities of the court of Spain/'' 

* Headers of more tliau ordinary severity may perhaps ron- 
hider tlie details entered into on this suhjeet as at least su- 
pertlnous. ^ can freely permit the philo,sopher to receive them 
with a ‘-Xiile of disdain, but my book 1^ wH addressed alone to 
him., and there is doubtlesta nnnifrous class ofre.iders to wliom 
these observations will not be displeasing.* A publication 
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Till of late the appellation of piinces of the 
l^lood* was wholly unknown in Spain. Next 
to the infants^ infantas, sons, grandsons, or 
nephews of the sovereign, jpinc the grandees 
of Spain ; and the dukes of ^edina Ccli^ the 
immediate and legitimate descendants of the 
infants of La Cciria;, and consequently of royal . 

short indeed, nor could even the most celebrated works un- 
dergo this ordeal. In the work of Piavnal, for instance^ of 
what importance to merchants are the piiilor.ophical declama- 
tions which have immortalized his name ? and what interest 
will the rest of the wrrid take in the calculations with winch 
bis hook is filled ? In the immortal works of Montc.squieu. 
pn)round rcasoners are of opinion that epigrammatic points are 
too prevalent ; while w(;men and frivolous readers woulti wil*. 
iingly dispense with his learned dissertation upon the establish- 
ment of the Franks in Gaul. 

Till very lately, there lias been no exani[>ie (and in- 
deed this is observed in a subsequent passage) of gentiemen of 
Spani.sh origin having borne the title of prince. There are, it 
is true, at this moment sev(‘ral pt isoiis nf (juajity in the service 
of tile king of Spain who arc ca'led princes; such as the 
princes of Cilastelfranco, Masserano, Monforte, &c. but all of 
tliem lire Itaiians, or <jf Italian (.-rigin. The two children maic 
and Icinale of tlie unccpial match contracted by the infant Don 
JLouis, in 17/5, with the approbation of his brother Charles the 
Third, seem to have produced a new question. Legitimate be- 
yond a possibility of doubt, ought they to be considered as ju- 
nior branches of th, ;;( 7 al house? This difficulty -has been 
fortunately removed, 'i’he son has .become an ecclesiastic, and 
has been lur some years archbishop of Toledo and Se- 
ville, and a cardinal. His sUter la married to the Prince of tlie 
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orijrin, are considered merely as wrandees of^ 
Spain. These personages are divided into Ihrce^ 
classesj in whicli there is so slight a shade of dif- 
ference, that it i^-s.carcely worth mentioning. 
All grandees, t<^j wllat class soever they be- 
long, bear the title of Excellence, and have a right 
to appear covered in (i e presence of the king. 
When a grandee passes through the guard-room, 
a stamp with the foot ns a signal to the centincl 
on duty to carry arms. To these marks of re- 
.“pect arc the privileges of the grandees reduced, 
no other honours being paid to tlicir quality. They 
do not forty a distinct body, es did formerly the 
dukes, and peers /)f France. Jt would appear 
that their kings', unable to deprive this order of 
therr hert'ditary dignity, had determined to hold 
its niember-i in complete subjection, and to 
keep them dc'pendent on the royal favour for all 
further honours. 

None of the places at court are exclusively 
filled by graudce.s, e.vccpt perhaps those of 
grand^master, and master of the horse ; tlnit of 
Suniiller de Cors (a place similar’ to that of grand 
chamberlain), and the post of captain of the hal- 
berdiers : and even these places, like most of the 
others, are usually granted at thq kirjg’s pleasure. 
There are but few skuatiryis about the court, 
which as a matter of course entitle the possessor 
to nobility. . 
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. The {gentlemen of the chamber f}rcntiIho?)im.fS 
idcla chanihre (arc exercicej arc for the most part 
jijrandees ; b(it there are also some who are peojile 
of quality alihongh not ^>ble. Indeed none. 
of tlie latter are attached •eitFi.cr to the person of 
the sovereign, or of the heir-apparent ; the 
queen and the princess of Asturias can only ho 
served by grandees of Spain. 

The queen is attended in the interior of tlic pa- 
lace by a number of young ladies of dislingnished 
tho!igh poor families, calbnl Cfim cristas. 

W ith respect te the nol)ility of both sexes, ^^ho 
hold places about the person of tlic kingaiid qmu cf, 
and the prince and princess of Asturias, they are. 
taken indiscriminately from any oTi he three classes. 
Alany of the individuals of the most ancient and 
honourable families, who belong oed v to the third 
class of nobility, are Ile^crtheie^'^ e((uali v respec- 
ted. Philip the Fiftb. who created a great num- 
ber of giaiidees, did not e<»n(‘er a single title of 
the second or third class, i 5e had long struggled 
to obtain a throne, his right to wliicli had been 
disputed not only by foreign po\\ers, but also by 
a great proportion of his future subjects ; and 
when at length be obtained possession of the 
kingdom, and, consequently the power of con- 
ferring honour and dignities, be distributed them 
among his Jidhercuts as rc'vard^ for the signal ser- 
\ic<S»/hev had rendered him whetlier military or 
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poiitica!, and no doubt hetlio jgbt himself boiindf 
to pruportioii his acknowledgments to the iin' 
j'ortaijce of those services ; or perhaps, tlic lofty 
ilignity which he had brought iro)n Versailles to 
Madrid, iiiducud ln\T^4o believe, that it would dc- 
rotate from his greatness, if those who had the 
liononr af being employed in his service should 
not ail at once obtain the most illiislrious rank* 
Whatever were the yiotlves of this prince, he 
was imiiatedby Ferdinand the Sixth: but Charles 
the Third revived an almost imaginarv and nearly 
ob^oitite disliiiction, Ir', ereating in the latter pro- 
motions among Ills nobilrty .several grandees of 
the second class, • 

• Tfie proroga'iivc of caring tbe hat in the pre- 
sence of ihc sovereis;!! is not enjoyed by all the 
noliility imlii after Ihcy liave b(:en j)resentcd at 
court, or !i;i\e attended the king upon some 
public ecreinony : the di linclion indeed does not 
belong to them exelusivelv ; they share it with 
the nuncios of the j>ope, ambassadors of the 
family, and sonic heads of religious orders, who, 
while they retain their dignitix"is, enjoy also the 
title of Excellence, and are, from these two eir- 
eumstanees on a level with the grandees of Spain. 
Tims thcrems not a single inventiop of Immaa va- 
nity tiiat the humility of the clergy has not sanc- 
tioned by appropriating it to tliemscKes. 

There are also titles of nobility which become 
extinct on the death of the possessor : and some 
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persons obtain these dignities for themselves and 
/their descendants. These grants confer upon 
the parties the title of Excellence, but not tli^ 
right to renjain covered in the presence of the 
kine . A still greater distiirction observable in the 
difl'erent classes of nobility, which has its founda- 
tion not in law, but what is sometimes much 
more imperious, custom, is that which is made by 
the grandees of ancient families between themselves 
and those of more modern or less illustrious ex- 
traction. The first use the word thou to each 
other on all occasions, whatever may be the dif- 
ference of their age, or the places which they 
occupy., I have fiequcutly heard certain gran- 
dees belonging to this class, still 'very young, and 
who had not vet risen to the rank of colonels, 
cmplov tbi.s term of apparent familiarity in 
speaking to the war minister, who was then a 
grandee of Spain. I'hey would have respect- 
fully given him the title of Excellence, if hts 
extraction had l)e< n less illustrious. They used 
thc« word thou to him, because, by bis birth, 
he was on a level vvith themselves : another proof 
of this tiiual, though undoubted trutli — that 
extremes mwl. Aii insurmountable aversion 
to every kind, of distinction, and the desire of 
levclliiig all rank'), imniced the French "at the 
commenceiVienl of fiu; revolution to adopt, even 
command the of ?he second person sin- 
ilar : with the graiidces of Spain this mode 
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of expression has become the most subtle distinc^ 
tioii i^hich could have been invented bv Nanit}\ 
and they have placed it at the summit of the py- 
ramid of nobility :^but these privileged orders arc 
olfHhis honourable faniiliarity- 
In their conversa/ipu, and in (heir epistolary cot* 
respoiidence ^vith those whom tliey do not con- 
sider as their equals, they give and exact very 
ceremoniously tlie tille of Excellence. These 
new grandees of Spain study to obtain the ho- 
nour of being thtnid as they would the greatest 
favour, and if they finally succeed, it becomes 
for them a matter of triilmpb. Of this 1 wit- 
nessed a striking example during my^lirst resi- 
dence in Spain.* The old duke de Losada, at that 
time Sumillar (Ic Cars, and wlio was perhaps the 
only true friend Charles the Third could ever 
boast of, had accompanied him in his youth, 
when he left Madrid to take possession of tlie 
duchy of Parrna, and afi<M’\vards of the kingdom 
of Naples. Me was then of the ordinary rank 
of nobility only? but was subsequentl y loaded jvith 
dignifies and made a grandee. •Returning after- 
wards to Madrid with llic same prince, upon his 
accession to the crown of Sjjain, it was with great 
diflicnltv, notwithstandir.g all thc^ favour he en- 
joyed, that he succeed, |,‘d ifi causing luniself to be 
thoud by the grandees of ancient staiwiijjg. The 
monarch himself, in <»rdrr to carry this j)oint, 
wets obliged to interpose, not bis authority, for 


not very prodigal 
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i’ ?i xvould have been uoavailiDg, but the solici- 
iJions of friendsliip.. In other circumstancef, 
ties diAlinction is sometimes spoolaueouslj grant- 
ed Ijv the most distinguished grandees to the 
oiltpi ing of S' me illiistii liout>es, \yho have 
as ) { t received ihe honckir of grandezza, 
iLrv think tliemselvTs entitled to it and 
wlip are (lesiicnated bv the epithet of 
ag ra ziad as, o p pressed f '! in ij / ( .v. 

The ijovereign and his Aimily use the prononu 
thou to all their subjects wlio appruacli their per- 
sons ; it is at tlu^sanic time a token of g*oo<h\vil! 
and of sii[Jcrioriiy.^ Every distinction disap- 
pears in jlunr presence, and Spaniards of every 
denoiuination, of vvliateNcr siatian, age> or sex^ 
pandtes, magistrates, prelates, \»omen, young 
or old, are all flioud by the roya l ikinily ; and 
they would think themselves almo^r disgraced, 
if tlicsc august personag(‘s were to address them 
by those iiouorary titlcn to which their birth or 
their rank give them a elaim. 

Nobility iji Spain is hcicditary in the female^, 
as well as the ncale liiic> provided the letters of 
creation do not foriually express the contrary. 
Several titles may be, united in one person, with- 
out liov/ever adding any thing to his dignity. 
There are families who, by io|ermdrf:ages w ith 
the heiressis of grandees, have accunmlated 
even jen or tw^dve hats, the style in which 
dignity of grandees is designated by the vub 
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irnr ; but the heads of these families do not pos- 
sess theV{>o\ver of distributing these honours 
among their children : the law of primogeni- 
ture imiversallj obtains. There are but very few 
families where the second son enjoys a title. The 
eldest sons of grandoais receive the honorary dis- 
tinction of Excellence, but younger brothers do 
not. and merely bear the family name, preceded by 
tiieir Christian names,* in the same way as in Ehg- 
laud the brother of Lord Chatham was styled 
itliani Pitt, and the brother of Jjord Holland, 
Cluirle.s Fox.. • 

Thi.s obfteryation ought not 'to be lost sight of 
by a stranger who does not wish to be decoivedby 
the' words coiini jfiid marquis, several grandees of 
Spain* bean nj!; m, olber titles. That of duke i<5 
not even iilustiiou.s. The king gives it at plea- 
sure when lie confers the honour of nobility even 
of the second class, of which there are some 
recent examples : the patent is only a little more 
expensive. 

The title of prince until lately was pecuKar 
to the heir apparent. The dujke *de la Alcudia^ 
who, upon the signing of the peace with the 
French republic^ was denominated Prmce de la 

* In this W9y the brother of^count de Fuentes, a grandee «£ 
Spain, who was ambassador in France, was styled«Don Eamon 
• Pignateili j and the brother of the duke de Uceda, simply bears 
.the name of Don Manuel Pacheco, although personally filing 
one of the highest offices at c^urt, 
vox.. I L 
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J^iz, presents the first example cf a Spaniard 
* having reeeivcd this title from thekin". Vit tollu' 
importance, of the service which he reniiered tu 
his couiiiry Inal \\c arn to nsyrihe lliii? (If'parhnx' 
t!:e p’cneral rule ? is llie favourite of a 

^ r 

prince alv.ays sure to attain Il?c summit of be* 
wishes ii] rn ilaiice of !au and custom ? 

In the of titled nof.ilitv there existed for- 
merly a kiiui ofhierarch V * h\ the lower rank wf-re 
placed the /'.?ro/7,v (who are not to be cor.f 
with the ancient ill to ho rnef wilh in 

sonic proYiiK‘es,«arid e.^peciaily in Ai:ra£:;{fU. "flu* 
viscounfs follow, t«ieo the covuts, iinil la*!, of a':' 
tile 7j:au(iuisc\'\ Orii^diiall v it was initirir^’iVnfniC 
that a peiMiu shoii!(f been n \kv(>}r,it be- 

fore he condd aflain the rank o: :< rvoujuis of 
ilk. But all Ihcsc (li>(inction.- ii::', r (li.* '' ;? j^eared, 
and indi\ idiiaJs, e\r:; of coinuo^i'. now 

obtain the rank of couiiisniid ],'!o:nd*{ s with.out. 
liavina; passed (hrouy't U;: ini^crmediale grada- 
tions ; for it nuisf s:o^' r*r ■ .y'jDsrd that aSlthesir 
titled gentlenien arc gTiind‘*cs. There are many 
titles well knoWn in S[:ain hy the opyo Ihiiiou ot 
///zf/e*'-, or (uisillian lkl(\s; but. tJicse t' k- ^ prow: 
only ilie jj:,oc{I-v,iI! of the so^erei^:^^ ’v ho ha,‘. 
thus c[ios(‘n tu reward some im]?e.rtaid .M'lvice 
The person emiobjed lias the option to takn 
bis title titlier from his cstat(% or from his fa 
mil\, namC; and seuietinu-s a designation is add 
cd^o di.sl inenihb the service thus recouuMmsed 
liSwas in ilu-- uianncr .\]]at Philip the PifJ 
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ariL‘d adiiiira] Xavarro, who conuiiauded 
‘ squadron at the haifle of Too 

hii;, who was uaiucd Marques dc la llttoria, 
nnd tiojs tlic person \\!io carried Charles III. 
hi ni)!l fiom Naples to Barcelona, ^vas called 
Jl.' /‘(/Ao s oX Jrar<y) 07 ie. In Ih.is way also^ 
oorirn the j)recching- re«i;ip Galvez, llie minister 
ori;:(! Indies, assumed title oC J/frrqucs dc la 
"5 from the luone of a colon) which he had 

'?n*/cJ, and secured from tlie incursions of the 
and a inaiiiMraie^ named (larnisco, re- 
Jhe iitfc of la C/ero/za, as a rc- 

tanneenc.- ioF services rendered to the crown in 
r(‘ro’. some ! wids wliicli !etd hecn u*njus(ly 
'withheld. Simirar (0 this, also, is the practice of 
som<^ Sp.tnXi e;i;:;,e.ecs,, wh/O add to these titles 
nanu*?' c^ nhi.tn: n.Jive of -erne elorious cv im- 
port ard ac! i. V( nn*nt in whsh h. v had thejninci- 
pal sliare. 'flic unlve d ' lilion, v>ho had taken 
NTahon^ added the nrrjn e! Ihj l.r( ssto his olher 
titles. Ol’ tlii", d(^scriph^ .i e.No is the title of t fie 
Frince of the Peace.; v Im is indebted for this dis- 
tinction; as alrt ady inentioned, IR t!H‘ mo.-t impor- 
tant, and j;ef iiai)s the most fortunal<‘ a<‘t of his ad- 
ii, honorarvdij/^niti^ have snne- 

thir.^ ijoble, or. if I inav be allowe d the exp«e.'^; imi^ 
sometiiing Roman in their object ; aro! if they 
sometitucs flow from tlie cajirices of fnlune, they 
proceed than other rewardi?^ perhaps^, from 
mere favouritism. 
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The titles of Castile confer on those po/scssing 
them, and their wivcs^ the title of ford and 
lady, V'vestra Semria, which by contraction is 
converted into Ussin. They would be shocked 
these appellations to be denied them on oc- 
casions of ceremony; but'llhey have rarely the 
Vanity to exact them, or even to permit them to be 
used by their equals in the ordinary intercourse 
of society. Their inferiors, however, arc pro- 
digal of these titles when addressing them, for it 
cannot be denied that all ranks have their pa- 
rasites; those, however, who are most particu- 
lar in paying them this petty honbur, aVc the 
persons who enjoy the title 'of Excellmljj, and 
who are fond of having their u cars tjckled 
with it in return. 

There is an intermediate title between this last 
and that of Lord, being the appellation of most 
illustrious lordship, //s.sm illntitrif siina ; itis be- 
tsowed onarchbishojts, l)isho})s, and other principal 
members of the council of Castile and of the 
Indies, called Camnristras, and on the p.esidents 
of the two supreme tribunals, called Cunccllarias. 
Not only is there no revenue attached to the dig- 
nity of grandees of Spain, or to the. titles of counts 
and ntarquissh of Castile, bnt|tl»ey are never even 
bestowed, ^atuitously. Those who obtain ,t|iqm 
pay a fine, known by llie name of demi annates, 
unless it is formally dispensed with. The demi 
annates paid by grandees of Spain, amount to about 
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2.), 000 livrcs. This fine is higher or lower ac- , 
t'ordinj’' to the degree of affinity of the person 
succeeding tp the title. There is another tax an- 
nually paid by the grandees of Spain under the 
denomination of lanras. This is a faint vestige 
of <he military service formerly rendered by the 
great vassals ot the ctown, who W'ere required to 
furnish a certain number of lances. Grandees 
V ho are not natives oS Spain are exempt from 
tilts contribution. 

1j V an arrangement agreed upon between tha 
courts of Madrid and Versailles^ since the house 
of Bourbon filled the two •thrones, the grandees 
of Spain were put on a level with the dukes and 
peers of Francaj*but the equalization of these 
dignities was not nccoinplished without strong 
opposilion on (he part of the former. In the 
beginning of (he reign of Philip V, when this 
question was in agitation, the duke of Arcos, in 
the name of the grandees of Spain, declared that 
they considered their dignity as compromised by 
an assimilation with the peers of France. ^At 
their own court, he said, the grandees had be- 
tween them and the throne only the son of their 
sovereign, while the peers of France yielded 
precedency to the princes of the blood, to ille- 
gitimate sons and forejign prince's; nay, even to 
those who, although descendants of sovereigns, 
wei’e in the service of France, such as the dukes 
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I of ljorraiiiej;ij|kaailIon> &c. The grandees^ on Oie 
contrary, the first order in S[)a}n'*iinm('- 

diately a{le 9 '‘tlii& royal family. He quoted ex- 
amples of ki%s<or Spain, 'and, even of emperors, 
who had tveatedi'thetn asf'on au equality witli 
Italian and (jermjUk'printes. ^..He proved, that the 
gnsRdees had always'^heen eonaidefed Uki a ie\el 
withiOi^ pr inces0#i^t(M’eign'h<AMi8aif they were not 
f^^'i^Mlhat^Whtt{t||ie<eouvts of France and Spam 
had^^iitot^ repf>eSiedtatiTeg, and those of France 
wore priiices of^the blood, those of Spain wtTo 
grandees, ahd bjich party treated lhcoth< i upon 
a (Noting of perfect' equality. "JlFlom all tiicse 
prdofs tlje dtikc of Arcos concluded that the (ug- 
niiy bf grandee of Spain equalled that of the 
priuces of the Iflood in Framw', and was sup^ior 
to that of the peers. 

This' cbWdusion was not reli lied bv Pliilag^' 
.who had imbibed a t.i'(c fot despot isan at 
•court of 'hltlj^aiidfather. >V.tl)out giving iiiiy 
replyp he'tstwt word to tb*- ( ukii. of Atdo«#that 
ihe't^ould 'do .well to signalize leeal withtba: 
alWiy duke Uheyed, and upont 

WVeWrn,''Oti']g|d»ingxti|rq^ji Paris, be vm 
•thh^'feat to fBlliiq«tel»'ll5el*«lajm he had set upj 
pijtacesTfli^'titl^loodtfcifi first visit, be-*! 
sthtved'iopdR' iheiAti^'jlit)h<Old!Mg/incts wiibi^f 
^r*lBfeiVi% 4ftdjS^r^t«4W/ gaiJdthe da1eni«;#i|!^ 
hf thing 
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Tiiglier for himself; and thus th« olaims of the 
grandees .^nislied for ever 
The uunibei^ of grandees in increases 

daily, that dimity having been c(^|^tred on se- 
veral foreign noblemen; and ab'.laliaost every 
thing lo3(». its Yalu6.in prnpqrfbipn .as it becotuep 
coninion, the repugnance formerly felt by> tlie 
tirst class of nobility to theirobtiog placed on, ft 
level with dukes and peers haai<Kraduallytpb*l^j 
cd : n)t, however, because the .Spanish 
(Ices, lu> pail trace their dignitjl’ back 'iio tbe 
ji'ian of CliarksjV. . have pei^sicd^to think then*- 
solves sujieriof Jto the rest ;* ai^ in Germany, the 
princos of ancient houses assume a superiority 
uvdr those who lioAebecn created by Ferdinand |I. 
and Itis succ('i>soi.) ; but because this dtiferepcc, 
■which vainly (ht'i idles in silence, has no ex- 
istijncc ill tiio I'uhlic opimini, and- p^rticularlj^ 
in that of l!ie 'ovoreign. 

conclude, lhcs(> ‘>iiuidees, S^hllfgh ppf-. 
Iiap4 a Jitti^ haughty in tlicir preteW<l0S>.<‘arf irr 
federal* atrable .and condcscendipg.'oh’Fhby |r^ 
.^r.fnom possessing that hanitUT asetiheti^to tl^, 
tlifoiigliout Europe ;f;, many at j them,, pq. ,tl^ 
contrary, substituite all Cli« axitf^iprs.of polite* 
ness for that ‘repulsive dignity so oi^O^o assume^, 
‘i^ltlhc great JordaHttmtltprietMiirtHi 'Thlsdotis pci^, 
Iww^^Aiarise frotb the want jaf? Mullah, 
it«aitti(rii(iusd^r* least .e|cusp;ati|i4p^h^, 



MO&imK STATE 


life 


dettMaMrjMli^lMi sHufttions, inusirious rank, or 
Smttiense In this last mpect^ey may 

cfaitt t>ro^4Kiiiito4itaee ov«r the mo«t.epiiknt in any 
Mliel* eotinfl|, and partictilai^y Fiance, even be- 
fore the tevolirfioii. With threxception of the 
lances of the^^blood, tbetei>irere nol'iMi France 
^tey'i^unes to iw/i^Qiiipl^Eed «tti^)tioteof the 
?tCA^.de Me£ntil€eli, the duke < of '> Alba, the 

AUamira, and the duke 
t<l|#t4lBiatitadO‘S iMlt the style in which they ti\e 


*9iM]f»beeps'^e'w^ifo theii* riches. They do 
*y>t ruin thempsiraii by ele^snt bouses, villas. 
'iiMdeirtatiMenis, or *£{^ifo>gnidB^; splendor 
df>t|»'';aiBd’ fomituroi is Almost totally un- 
ohaMunDi ItttOn^ them : their fuKury is more ob- 
ItSI'lUire^r but pmbaps not the less expensinotjon 
fthhl^aeootifit^ );!jliBmerous studs of mules, lach li* 
bdAth-' ate exhibited hut five or six tunes 


(^l/3|)wr,l«ttHaetonishing multitude of dodimlves, 
lll^9ibe^|ii||i^ articles of expence among ^snn, 
of their afi'aks*4s41i|>A|;pen- 
stewards, ik»maiksj4HAt0k^ 

trr<illl^<ii|e)tifob!e of^<|petty > sovem^Qa! 
||t%%^tri«idtaiw«liit cf^ whohdre 

but even 

lAymtias af otlMiii foinrs^ <tand those beloi^* 
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The duke of Arcos» whei4li^«» 1780, maia- 
tained iu this way 3000 p|rsoi|iti iTJiis magoi- 
ficence tfiuSM^ered by the veik<rfl^ charity, has 
more than oi|b ^fifSonvenienefiiA encouri^es 
idleness, aod biiogis along wdth 
ramifications of which ate ^n>ii|ttt«iy»suhdini^ 
as to elude the strit^esPvigifonQe. NotwHIUtfll#* 
ing these caaaeB!>of«'disiO«8«jan lipwevett f/lWSf 
great bouses are irtiined in. tha^ii^j^lljf 

other country. The sunplieitgr of^tbdifillWlhiiip* 
their dislike to habitual osteajt«|tioj9« 
qucncy of sumptuous entertaiimiijle, all cojal^ 
bute to pment a iderangCm^t ol tbeij^ fiUMH 
ces. But wlien they are incKoed to. io^te toe 
great personages* of oilher courts, ^ they 'firllA to 
niuMs in point of ^pleddor: « coqvifii^gifycppf 
of this IS alioided in the inkgTU0tieoee<iVhi*li 
swne of the giandeto have ditji^yedfto 
’I'COtirts when they 'thought the ns^unwl 
retired it. Till our own tiu||||^|yto 

nobtoto endwito^^ 

thenatotes m the 

<<11^ to totut tonhittoA..*',i 
rlMginaing lof last 4S|iiitol^ 
i*?ided betwton thc'tiste iMaQt)ei,irh0 ttoroownpe-j, 
lititors foribbthffone, Mr fmli^ v«itied/toto 
^t^vity>'pr«<toa(toit 4w!i)Nf t*®o« 
^MMto.Dvhich 

crated to that caqse wliich success had fei|to|ed 
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the best, ba|,^tOTed, at least, that flie latter 
reignsofthstjiil^rian dynast) had not c^plcto]) 
paralysed their faculties. A t^^)'r of half 
a century aUcbeeded this fi^cultpry fermenta- 
tion. 

.Under the? re^< of Chatles III. however, 
they awoke from their ftthargy, and endea- 
to prove^that subjeets of the most il- 
rank ate)iK>t always the most uselc<>-> 
nSitnitN^ of the state. They began eageilv to 
4ei8brace the profession of arms, which, till then, 
(jbad but few dhi^Hnas for them; as this sei\icc 
imposes much grea|cr' restraints on ccoirtiia s than 
‘it slid w France. At present, out of one hundred 
ilieutonant'geperals, there' are about twenty gran- 
deeS; and the general, count de la Union, who, 
aft^^several defeats perished gloriously in fhd held ' 
of- bthkour fighting against Fiance, was also Of' 
thii'olass. lo the diplomatic career, during 
feign of II*- they could boast of soihe 

diStvnguid^idsharartera ; among othefe, count 
fess is still deplored; oddiitdp-' 
Fortoan-^HciSez, 'Who died at the inoment wliea 
pmtte wouldhav^JSjgain brougbt'him into France ; 
.the duke de ■ 

‘ fioitte years sl^O'ihe i^ifcetl’OssuAa, was ap-^' 
psi^nfed' ambassador ‘t|ti»tb%Coiti!t of Vienna, audt 
tiw’d^^dhl tothdt? of Petemburgh; 
jthllyH^tiatlon was neft^fdtied'-iato'^flltfct. At 
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this moment onl} three grand^ ofi^pain are em* 
ployed abroad; the count de ((^(ppo-Alange. 
ambassador Lisbon ; the priDQ4< de Castel 
Franco at the Frias at 

London ; the rasst of these was but lately raised 
to tile raok of grandee, and tlwjecond is a 
pohtan lord. 

L'liiil lately, the ambassad<i#;t(t the couidi-.olt 
Fiance has been unifptQily ai^candee 
and generally beep investeil with ti)e ordid >0) 
the Holy Gbpst. The last five atnbawaileiir 
fioiii Spain previous to the storms of the rdr^ 
volution, wore^^m duke ofAjiba, don Jayin^« 
Massoues (ot the bouse of Sotoroayor),^ count 
Tic ‘ Fuentes, count d’ Aranda, and count de 


Fornan-Niin ■/. The latter was obliged 
lefve FratK(‘ before the object .oL faia mission! 
TVf^ auoiiijdi&hcil Since the 'renewal t Of ml > 
gopd undeifrl iiuhiig between the twp | count rtesr 


w^^.have suecessivei> seen the enibas||,^5e^|i Spaio 
lillid by t^e, del Cainpo, v(thil^|^ been, 

weil^u^sador at loaflon, aftci Laving<bt!*0,w^ at 


the ,lieaa of the office for. foreign ^atFaits; the, 
cheyaher Aasara, wholrad beeQ>pr«notAlyLoowii«f 


at Pans as an enlightened and an ic<* | 

eomplished statesman, idPd 'tdho in ISdiHI 
a^pal Gmvion, 'iik><;SjpiUaQi Wopn i sllq$trtouk,.»'( 


by, the ejilg^fiieii idoptine ,^(m4FS*iH 
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io regret of all >\ho knew liini ui 

France; ail^ wbo^ in 1805, \\as .replaced b\ tl>c 
prince de Masserano, a grandee j^Jt^opain of the 
first class, Pttt..of Italian 

Tbegrajmesof Spanish extra«4on arc thcri' foi c. 
in general, ^mt li^e etnplojed out of tin ir o\\ a 
country. It even appeals to have long been otu* 
of ^e secret principles of the court, nc\er <o 
the Spanish gr^-ndees with plaics of 
l^eat. power, and that, except in particulai i an ^ 
^tfais {Principle has been seldom departed iVom 
There is scarcely an example of one of ihc \ a e 
royalties of America, which fpr pomp, iiilli.- 
ence, and authority, arc equivalent to real so- 
irerei^ties, and for the means of cm idling tlu- 
holders, legally or illegal! aie equal to the 
most lucrative offices under anv government; 
it is, I say, almost without example, tliat so im- 
portant a post has been confided to a graiidee 
of Spai^, Woelbcr it be that the throne has al- 
ways d^g^i* this accumulation of Wealth .u’d 
power ; W else> that the soverdgas of Sflidn have 
Men unwilling to send from'hom^c, th‘ose''Uhtf 
iContrihut^ to that snlendor With which the fare 
surrounded. 

There are also" very few* individuals of this 
lesc^ption iu'lbe the dignities of which 

ai!e< sot, u as Is. other eouatrit^ <the 
^atrkiony of great fiunilief. Tfaesniy cicle- 
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oa'Iual (lignilj, at present, held hy a Spanish 
js tl4t of the patriarch o^, the Indies, 

ho j't ‘1 formsylie functions of almoner at 

»hi‘ coiiit of' Madrid. This pla^^ keeps him 
l)\ \shotii it is filled constantly about the person 
of the so\ereign.* No other grandees continue 
I iror the person of tbelring except those in ac- 
t'Kil ( uiployment ; all the xe^t Are stationary 
ut Madrid, which they leAvp but for 
nitfMjls when they go to court. 'A 
iHiiv reside in the capitals of the provinces: ‘I 
ne\er knew ’any who lived constantly on tiieir 

^ .'riit^iank of grandee is not distingufihed by 
an\ ev tenor marie; those grandees who are gen- 
tlemen of the bedchamber carry ja gold key, 
like the lords of the bedchamber o^ other coun- 
tries. Ih sides the order of Malta, there are sue 
orders of Knighthood in Spain, but :^^eto whidh 
the siiaudces ha\e an e\clusi>e right,' 't'hcmost 
d istui^lpl^hed ,ordi^ is that of the Golden Fleece, 
fOuoilefl by Philip the Good, dtike ojF l^urgu*^, 
and which court of Vienifi |tiU. cpnitimies to 
confer ill conjunction with that of IV^adrid, al* 
though it wi^s renounced by the fofmer in tlhe, treaty 

A Tlie of the idmoner th'ihe 

^Aatt^footsemal feari‘^iMt,r lia» bis^’ dOfliiUt £^ttt>aii8f,> a 

de csf 

at tl.e cuurtof LoQis XI'^., When the will of CbarS* ll, 
ar.ut J -i-l wastfia first grawiee created by Philip V. 
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which put a®' cod to the important contest bf 
tween Philip V*. and the ArcliduK’. ^'he num- 
ber ofkiii|;hta<>f the Golden Fleej^s very limit- 
ed in Spaiitjv Into no ortl^'i^Europe was it 
jmore difficuHi’tO obtain admission without the 
Essential requisite *of noble bfood; and* it is but 
lately that this dignity haslteen coniferred on soihc 
udaiiiterfe of state *wlio were not of illustrious birth 
itlll^iides the Gulden Fleece, there arc four 
miUtai'jr orders in Spain, the foundation of which 
be traced to the time of the Crusades; tin 
grand masterships of these orders .were united 
to the crown by Ferdinand the .Catholic. The^ 
are denominated the orders of Santiago , . Cala- 
trava, Monteza, and Alcantara. ' The three first 

C 

are distinguished by a red, and the hist hv a green 
ribbaatd. To each of these orders are attached 
comtAandoriCs, Whicli are confeired h\ tlie khi^^, 
Santiago ha« eight) -seien, the highest of which 
is valued at* -upwards of leals a icar* 

Calatrava has fifty five, one of which produces 
more than 358,000 reals Monteza hka only 
thiWeen ; and Alcamtara thirty-sevfen. 'The ch^- 
mandcrics of the two last orders are much less 
considerable. 

.'For a great Jength'ef time these four order# 
•.igdiscriroinately confrrred upon tJtizeus bf 
*’* provided they cmild- nidducd’the^iU- 
Blits^'yroofh. Charle# I'l. rcsfobcH tijcni it» 
it of tbfeilp’'fpriihitit'b Snstitntion, and 
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limited them to military officers alone. An 
lioiuirary dist^ction was then ’Slanting for tlie 
rest of his siilffscts.^vhich he suppliedun 1771, bv 
Cl eating a ^4i\bl'uer,Vhich beat® hffiname, and 
is dedicated to we Conception ofttbe Virgin. - It 
consists of two classes, that, of grand-crosses, and 
that of simple ktiighls. The grand crcisseii* 
wear as a scarf' a sky-blue oftiidetn with a wbite 
border : on days of cereoionyilihey are 
a long bliMs amitwbite mantle, and overtliisil^ 
wear a collari the ; rings of which are formed * 
of the arms .of Castile and of the king alter- 
nately. 

By Jhe statutes of the order; the number, of 
^and crosses is* limited to, sixty; at present 
there are ninef \-tive, including the royal family 
and some foreign priiiceSi At the cl’eation of the • 
order they were al! taken from among tliegcandces, ■ 
with the exception of two of the gyaflid officers 
of the order. A short time aftei \va*d|> the king 
dispensed with this law in favour of minister 
df»jl^ t^inej'tbe inarquis de Castajop,; and*at 
length this princc-and his fiucce«s«f ejftendml the 
CJ^ceptioD. They have «ot, however, bestowed, 
the grand order of (Jliarles, III. upon any •. 
bi^^ persons of einioeuce/. di^itlgU'j'dmd hy thek 
ser^i^s, yy Directs of, their .^spe(aal favour., . - n 
'*!rije cop^pj:^ hnighits of this ord®'' 0u^htyt 
not Co txceeii the ,nupih®t of ty;o hundred, and s; 
they have cachi,A,peo8i«s^,pI^^i0P reals: c 
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jears after the institution of this oider^ the king 
«f Spain granted the small ‘crost of his order 
to some Frenchmen •who were not included in 
these two hOndred. He cveirfl^Mtted, in their 
behalf, frotn ^ article of the x>tatutes, which 
declares that it cannot be held with any foreign 
inrder. 

' Ainidst the estabUehment of so many orders for 
ini^lbAtlemeo, ^etkir sdx was not forgotten In 
the year 1792, the queen created an order named 
after herself, the order of MafHlci Luisa, w'hich 
'die conferred upon sixty ladies, mostly grandees 
of Spain. Favour alone seeme^^o have decided 
ber in this first choice. There arc now one hun- 

* • y 

dred ladies, including the princesses, who are 
decorated with this order. 

’ Proofs of nobility are requisite for the inferior 
order of ‘Chkrles 111., as well as for t^ie four 
military This may appear doubtful, 

liOWeT^, ^%&in the facility with which they are 
dhtaini^^' It is true that it does not require any 
grfMt of intrigue to elude this law„and 
aides it is not difficult to establish a claim id no- 
bility, in most of the pro’^inces of Spain. It is 
'sufficient if the claimant can prove that he atfd 
"his ancestons.faaW' lived nobly 'Without cxef^ 
eicig^ any of the. very*few * professions 

by the pr^lidiees and the law! of*' life 
mtry to b« ;d|^a^hg.\ He is then reputed 



or SPAIN. 


161 

do not ackaVwledge that nobiUt; can be con- 
ferred. It l^as beer, assi^cted ^,^j|at there are 
whole provinces every iuhabit^l^^of ^hich is 
a gentleman hut in this there jjii^|Uittle exag- 
geration. ' true that PhjJ^ IJ.. ^ennobled 
all the BiscayansV it is al80 ,,trnp that ^ll[ ^ 
A^tuiians are regarded as descendants ot 4i>? 
an< lent Goths^ who took retiji^ in tbe mouQl^ina 
of their province, and never ||r^itted to 
of the Moors, pi^pn account of this praise-worlby 
circumstance are considered as noble: 
would appear very absurd, if two or three hua* 
dred thousand snen, distribitled over a small pro- 
vince, were all n^e in a rigorous acceptation of 
ilife term. If all men were of the same size, the 
relative terms of giants and dwarfs ought to jbe 
^<^ased from our dictionaries : tbe distinction of 
ftoJjilitij implies a cla$s of commonalty much more, 
numerous than the nobles theniselg'|;^, jpot ab- 
surdly cotudpnmed, as in other co^trifs, to a 
kind of perpe,tual degradation, bu^ ^b* 

fpme^mhabi^aotsij Who give ,w,ay;, of 

Wfi^lth or respectability, to tly?^ pumbjer, 

^|b|:niing tl^e ^lass of pol^lcs.^^ Tbps it canqot be 
i^enied that Biscaj^’ and the Aa)|^ria 8 j ^ke the 
l^st of Eurojte, ba\e their ^istipgui^shed families, 
bjr public qafeem^^p,ac^foui)t of.^ejr 
,!W5% or^^frpra ,^avjpg hel^,{p|^?, place of^^ns^- 
.qupirce in ^eir and vr|ia^jfer 

'may be the ppt^opa|pjj^l^amoDg^|l^ 9 ^- , 

YOL. I. M 
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scure iuhabitantSj these distinguished families asf^ 
feet a sup^fprity, which is acknowledged at 
least by certain marks of deference. This ac- 
knowledgraj^t does not prevent the individuals 
who make it ; fropi cherishing of a kind 

of nobility far preferable to the chinaerical no- 
hilily of blood ; s6 that, « if. some fortunate oc- 
.cuH^tice places t^iptn. in' a high ..situation, they 
). think th ^j t lia^ only restored them to 
proper sphCTe. Hence they are in ge- 
fijqral' less insolent and les^ intoxicated with 
^ood fortune than most upstarts in other coun- 
tries. 

I have more than once rcmaifjed this distinctive 
trait among the inhabitants of the Asturias .and 
Biscay, even of the lowest rank : in their beha- 
viour they have something noble, and arc much 
less submissive in the homage they pay, and 
l^e^tb and ^tlcs inspire them with but little awe. 
A person 


pfower iu their cstiniation is merely 
a fdrtucatd%an, who has gained a prize in the 
lottery oiff<Hfe, in w'hicli all have tickets, the., 
drawing of which may raise every man ffoia hh 
present condition in his turn : this .jprejudice* 
ridiculous ^ as it may appear, presetrves Ibctn 
from falling into mean actions and degrading' 
- The* same observation is also mop 
, ajg^icahlp 3tp alf the other pro vinp^^ 
t nume.ous, 

h bif Ihe third estate 


r' 



where*’'^the 
ere the? 


,W, 




ole sMiv. 


ms 


(pccJicros^a.Te not distinguished by any hutlii- 
liafiiig subjection ; so that nobility there ex- 
< ites less envy, and the desire Of overthrowing 
the power -of the nobles is less likdly to become a 
motive of general insurrection, than in any other 
country. 

Although the grai^ations which separate the 
nobility from the commonsilt^ in Spain arealmo^ 
imperceptible, there is nevertheless an ap^lit^llDre 
of se>erity displayed in exacting proofs of noble 
1)11 th under certain circumstances; but even 
here, as well as in other counties, money and in** 
flueiice arp srt„no loss to find compliant genealo- 
gists. In short, e may venture to make an obser- 
’ vation with rbspect to the nobility and titles in 
Spain, which ought to apply to all countries, 
namely, thi' le‘«s a monaichy is limited, the more 
arbitrary are these distinctions, and the more 
fugitnc aic the shades of nobility.) In despotic 
governments, even when not tyf'i^|iica 1 ,..the fa- 
vour of the prince forms the pi^inciiiAl distinc- 
tion among his subjects. ITnliimied nmnar- 
•chies exercise this kind of iiifltibnce in a greater 
or less degree: and there are few countries where 
the authority of the crown is more absolute than 
in Spain. 

The ancient form of government greatly cu*- 
oto^scribed this powtr, ana ^ has li%ea insenil- 
b* f altered without being Oj^ii^iled/ The In- 
termediate ranks M^eely' even in tiaibi. 

h2 ■' ' 
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The supreme councils^ and that of Casfile the chief 
of all; sometimes attempted to presenttremonstran" 
ees when they foresaw that certain measures would 
prove disastroiw, or were contrary teethe laws; 
but all the tnembers are nominatjgd^'and may be 
dismissed by the king : from him alone they ex- 
pect tlveir advancement in /the career of magis- 
and as the eiii6)lment in tbair registers of 

1(^5^ decrees w- a> mereiormality which they 
have no legal mdans of resisting, they have not, 
like the parliaments of France of old, a vis inerlix 
to oppose to the will of the sovereign. 

Very lately, however, the co\int'il of Castile 
-was consulted on a question of ^eat importance: 

> and the members are said to hdvc given their- 
opiniun boklly, and as it appeal-., not without 
success. 
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CHAP. y. 

. Remaim of the Cories. ComcU of State. V 
(V Aranda, M. Rhrida Rlwca, and the 
Ministers. Official denarti^tfa. 

The Cortes would be the only rampnit 
ble of resisting the eruptions of de^otti^. 
It is weH tiiown how tnuoh influence this sort 
of States-gcneralNoncc had over all the great opp- 
Rations of the •government; but for a great length 
of time the Cortes have been assembled merely as 
a matter of form; and the kingt of Spain without 
resorting to violent measures, or even positiv^sly 
rejecting their intervention, hat^ sucteeded in 
eluding it. They however still*i^der them a 
kind of ironical homage, when they promulgate 
from the throne certain ordinance called •Prag 
tnatic, the titles of which iihport " that thep 
shall hme the same force as if fuMUhed in tfte 
assembly of the Cortes.'' They are now ne 
longer as^mbled, except when u onw kiiE^ 
a6cend8>the throne,*in order to take an oath ot 
allegiance to . him in the name oP the nati^Oj; 
add to receive his in retaro. At such thoes l^ 
ters of convocation fre o^t. tp all the grand(^ 
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and to Ihe titulos of Castile, to the pjfelates, and 
to the cities f ciudades) which have af right to a 
seat in the Coftes. Qf these four classes, the 
two first repreijeot the nobility; tlie prelates sit 
on behalf of Ae clergy, and the citiesr, which de- 
^ut^ one of their jowigistrates, represent the com- 
mons. 

Cortes were osKtlihi^ for the last time in 
riil^tid^^thc coronation of the present king. 
They hat nearly Hbree months, and the presi- 
dent was count Campomanes, who received for 
this purpose the title of Governor of the Coun- 
cil of Castile ; tlie functions of which he had 
fulfilled fpr several years, Tlife Cortes at that 
time consisted of about one hundred membeis'. 

« r 

at most; for all the SpauMi provinces d(d 
not send deputies. Galieia has H'paiate Cortes. 
That portion of old Castile known by the name 
of Montanas ^ Sant Andtr, is represented by 
the city of J^tt^os, which disputes prcccdciuy 
at the Cortes with Toledo, Navarre, the lord- 
ship pf Biscay and Guipuseoa have their own 
Cortes, and these seyeral provinces take the oafih 
of fidelity to the new sovereign by deputies sent 
„ to couct for the purpose. 

This national assembly imperfect and incom- 
plete M it is, was once animated withsa senses 
of itu power, and was opoa the point of ma- 
' H. Air^y wese edine- intrepid ou- 
lared i^ievanccs and to 
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complain of '|ome of the most intolerable abuses. 

* This might ptrhaps have been the signal for a re- 
v oliitiou. The court foresaw it, as if from a presen- 
timent of whr>t was about to take plaOe in France : 
the Cortes were politely dismissed, au4 the mem- 
bcMs retired quktly to their respective abodes. , 

. ith the exception, of these convocations/ 
which have only occurred thrice in the last ceii'>> 
tiny, and which are attended only wit|i yaifl* 
fcicmonies, and excite nothing but painful re- 
collections of better times, the Cories of the 
whole monarchy have not been .assembled since 
171.‘i, when fhilip V. coiuol-ed them in order 
to ratify the Pragittatic Sanction, which (dianged 
ti/« .order of succession to the tlirone, 

Tois prince kne\\, that by virtue of a law, the 
origin of which it would be iicrhaps as difficult 
to point out as that of the pictended Salic lavr' 
in France, women suc< ceded to tU^ throne of 
Castile, wlicu called to it by 'proximity 
of blood; and this kind of succession is known 
b} the name of Castilian, or cogmiic in 9 pr 
position to that called agttfUid, and which 
absolutely excludes females from the throne. 
Philip V. being desirous in future to assimi* 
Tate the order of succession in Spayi with that* 
herflditaj^^gbt to the.tbi'one under which be 
was born, though proper, notwithstanding his 
pre'liiection for despotisn^ tosdramon theClofites'l 
io sanction this act 'pf his wilL^^^was in posses* 
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sion of immeose power< be conqueS'pd his kinp^- 
don> after a vrar of twelve yeara; hc'S'iw the n hole 
of Spain unei|u»Uy divided bei(iwie«ttlo}aI subjects 
who could b«vd do 'intention to rcsitt him, and a 
discontented pe«i|>le whom he wished to subdue : 
but be trusted to the bliml servility of the Corti's, 
and be was not dbeeived^ The Cortes recogni/ed 
t;be new order of succr^ion, by which heii!> male 
4'^t||fq,4p inherit the throne to the exclusion of fe- 
males^ whatever might be their d^ee of propin-" 
quity, and which did not admit the rieht of females 
except on the total failure of male issue belonging 
to tbc reigning family. There is something, how - 
ever, stronger even than the authority of absolute 
» snonarebs: public opinion, and tbe indelible 
tion of a people to their ancient laws and customs. 
The attachment to tbe old order of succession still 
lives in the hearts of llie greatesi part of the peo- 
ple of Spai^, and it is probable, that should a 
question at'lmy time arise between this old order 
of succession and the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713, 
tfap decision would not be given in a 'quiet and 
peaceable mabncc- Happily for Spain, however, 
this event is far distant, since out of the six childreq 
of the present king, three are males. During my 
fiiret residence in the country, there vvas a period at 
which ^is delicate que^on began tohe agitatfM). 
The present kjng, them prince e#Asturias^saw al 
mqst al^hisma^cluldcqn periii^'in the cradle, ^nd 
tops tbrcateneiif^ a j^^nSlidy of females. Hai 
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ills fears be{>n realized^ we should have seen flic 
eldest of infanta^ called to the throne by 
the old CastUian order of woeession, while 
the new order of HIS would lutyo aeated upon 
it one of the two brothers of die present king, or 
one of their maledcsc^dants; And Europe would 
have perhaps been deluged with blood in order 
to decide the quarrel. ’ , . 

But let us now return to the Cortes add oh* 
serve how little remains of their ancient authority. 
They are still consulted in some cases when, for 
example, it is proposed to grjint letters of natu- 
ralization^ to a foreigner: but in this case the 
members correspond with each other in writing 
'without any ‘regular assembly. There exists, 
however, a feeble image of them in a body which 
resides constantly at Madrid, by the name of Di- 
putados de los Jietjnos, (deputies of the king- 
dom). When the Cortes separate^ in 1713, it 
was enacted that they should be fe|>re8ented by a 
permanent committee, whose funttions were to 
superintend the administration of that part^f the 
- revenue known by the nacne of miUottes. Tliey 
< had formerly granted their consent to this impost 
under Philip 11. but upon conditions which 
this monarch swore to ob8erve,^and the diputado$ 
'Were urpointed to watch^over their fulfilment. 
Tb«^ deputies were also charged ‘in the name 
of Ihe Cortes, with the application «f ihe 
millones. In cAfdi^’ Alberoni, whose, 
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haughty mind could brook no reUtfaiut, trans^ 
ferred (hose functions of. the depuf.vs iii<o the 
hands of the sovereign. From this period they 
have had no concern with any of the reienucs of 
the state, excepting the small portion set ajjait for 
the, payment of their own salaries. They are ciglil 
in number, tpid are chosen in, the following mannei . 

limust be observed, that the division of Spain 
inioihjli^oms and provinces, as Galicia, the \s- 
turias, tbe kingdom of Leon, the kingdom of 
Valencia, Andalusia, &o. &c. as laid down in 
books of geography, and in maps printed in foreign 
countries, are scarcely known in practice. Modern 
Spain presents a medley, perhaps, more compli- 
cated than France did before the lRv\ ohilion. ♦- < 
The three provinces of Bi^^av, JSdvarrc, un- 
der tbe title of kingdom, and the \stuiias under 
that of principality, foim «eparat(‘ states, which 
have neither cufdom-houses, n tendants, iior sc arce- 
ly any thing ediHtected with the eollectiou of taxes. 
With respect to this brauch of the administration, 
the re^tof the monarchy is divided into twent y - 
two provinces for''the crown of Castile and four 
for the crown of Arragon. These twenty-six 
provinces, which differ greatly from each other in 
point of extent, since the whole of Catalonia, 
forming part of tbe kingdom of Airagonyjs con- 
»ll'jwed only “as a single province, while s.^me 
Pf nfittrittce of tbe ecowu of Castile is pi < • 
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iiaps only ten or twelve leasfues in any of its di- 
taensions ; tl>ise twenty-six provinces, I say. 
have each an intendant, and may be coni'> 
pared with much propriety to our aimient gene- 
ralships. 

'I'he twenty-two" provinces of the crown at, 
Castile, are the kingdom of Galicia, the proviocui 
of Burgos, Leon, Zamora, Salamanca, Slstre*, 
madiira, Palencia, Yalludolid, Si^ovia, Avlb, 
Toro, Toledo, La Mancha, Murcia, Guadalaxara* 
Cuenca, Soria, and Madrid ; lastly, Andalusia, 
comprising four of these provinces still dignified 
with the name of kingdoms, hs in the time of the 
Moor8,^viz. the kingdoms of Seville, Co/dova, 
and Granada. 

Thfe four provinces of the crown of Arragon, 
are the kingdom of Arragon, the kingdom of 
Valencia, tiie principality of Catalonia, and the 
kingdom of Majorca. 

These are uot the only divisions of Spain. 
It is also separated into thirteen military govern- 
ments, twelve of which have chiefs who take tjie 
title of captains-gencral of the, jfrbvince. The 
governor of Navarre, alone, has the title of 
viceroy. Besides all these, Spain is divided into 
dioceses, which have different limi^ fiom the 
provinces.^fld into thb jurisdictions of civil tri- . 
hunais, 4(s will be afterwards explained. • 

The chief of all th^ divisions, however,oltl;^ogl| 
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it docs not taclude the whole of flic monarchy, is 
that which separates Spain into j^viuces of the 
erwW0 of Caslilc> and provinces of the cro\> n 
•of Arragoo; two great portions, difii ring from 
each other with re.^poct to heir interior adminis- 
.iratioD, and the form of levjicg 'lie taxes. This 
distiuction is as ancient as the period when Cas- 
li)e and Arregon were united by the marriage ot 
lo^Ua with ^''erdinaod the ('atholic. It is ac 
cordin'*' to this general 'division that the dipuiarloi 
de los reyn n., the feeble remains of the Cortet 
are chosen. All the provinces of the crown 
Castile collectivaly'noininate six ; Calalouia am 
Majofca one ; and the kingdoms of V aicncia am 
Arra^n name the eighUi. 'fhetleputics sit ft^i> 
years only, when a new nomination takes place 
All that they enjoy of their primitive rights is 
that they are members of the Council of Fi 
nances, through which the sovereign make 
known to the nation the necessity of la} iiig 01 
a new impost; and the consint tliese deputies ar 
iiiipposed to give to the roval resolution, is a sha 
dow of the consent of the Cortes, without whic 
formerly t^e tuxes could not be increased. It i 
obvious how feeble a barrier is opposed to th 
power of tlje crown in this handful of citizen 
Vithout personal dignity or considec^tion, wh 
ore besides in expeptation of odvaocemi^it fror 
jthe ministr} , and after all represent only a sma 
IpNEirtiou of the people. 
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^le provinces of Biscay and Navar re, which 
have pcculiac^tates and privileges, also on some 
occasioiis send dcj! dies to court, but the.v do not 
font; , irt . ’the lof^ Seyms, aud 

their constituenJ-’ i (ix ■ v\v please the term 
iti.'.l '-biect ot h • b Ai v mission. 

.ff ti'! (luf^ appt • • ' ■Jle f;.f ,::;i!iorityoftlie 

i>iu;r nT Sitaiu IS liirhvd. ‘i ite C'.-'.'iii N are Ihc ot- 
tr.ins of his p! ”>0 ..nd (he d( positaries of tbe 
la\v.s eiu.'iiiadng frota iii .i, by llu* a'resi of bis 
ministers; and duriti liu ji're. < t pait of last cen- 
tury these li.\ve been the pfisons whom he 
has deipyoou tt coiisul;. Ii is'ciisloniary for him to 
transact !• ’sincss with each of tln’in individually. 
L'.-'"\irduous ( hebre r ■'ices hr ssembles thetn in 
jiinla, in order io hav; ;!u InneJit of tlieir joint Opi- 
nions. Previous to liJS. (heir innuenee had been 
coiinterbiihiiiccil by !li<! t of State; at this 

period, the ambitions di'A .' >iii thought he could 
lid hiuiselfiif i;,.i :lUan .^ ;b euecic. The Coun- 
cil of State con i u. d to be tlic inostdislinguisljed 
body in the nation, Imf ceased to a.sseiuble. 'l^#of- 
fice of Councillor of Stao from tifat time became 
only an houorarv and i It saiive situation, which 
served as a rcconipcm e for Song or eminent Ser- 
vices, • and ii was comuv nly conlierred, in the 
course o|. -* few years* on those who had filled 
offi ees ih the administration. . 

But in the. mqnth of February, 1793^ aibw 
days after my arrival at Aratyuez, cuual Florida 
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Blanca^ who had long been on bad . terms with the 
queen, and who had been so injfiklicioiis, or so* 
haughty, as to neglect the young duke de la Alcu> 
dia, whose iniluence with the rojal pair was ra- 
pidly increaMt)^; Florida Blanca, who'c thought- 
less audacity precipitated his country into a war 
wititout a motive or even a specious pieleiife, 
havipghecn suddenly disgraced, although in pei- 
(purity the evening before, was replaced by 
'If. d’Aranda, who was most unexpet fedl> ro- 
stoicd to faiour, and appointed prime iimu‘'tcr. 
Although (Iiis nobleman was a most experienced 
minister, he liad» not so much dependence upon 
liis owp energies a-i to sustain alone the whole 
weight of the administration af'uch an evc^ol 
crisis, and he called in the asst.istance of the 
Council of State, of which he was immcdiateljr 
appointed president. Notwithstanding these wise 
precautions, M. trAiaiula was blamed for liaving 
accepted the officcof prune ininioter, and for having 
relied upon the duration of an apparent favour, 
th^ instability of which he might have foreseen, 
had he been aCquiiiittod with what was passing at 
court. His friends thought be would have done 
himself more honour by a noble refusal, than by 
accepting a place, the lustre of whidi could not 
add io liis gfory. His enemies, and bia^ivals, the 
iqiidstmn* of powers ..already secret K ^Ifagued 
OfVast'jFrancc, for which hfewas lupposed to 
Imlortaiu a partl|ld%< pPs^esied his speddy 
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dowiiral. <0 which they d&ubtless contributed* 
Maiiy arc ot’ opinion, and posterity will pet- 
ha pss thiiilv so too. that in ordef to preserve his 
re ntaiion, M. d'4randa,‘''oag^ tO have done 
hiiiisclf justice, and not to hftvefeveated, at the 
ju.e of scvcnl>-tFiree, the secfet of his incapa-' 
cit. to dll Eiuope. For iny part, havihg 
becu 1 ear his person during 'the seven months 
of I',s rauiiatry, I ftd’it incumbent uponti|«to 
observe, that while he preserved a dignity, some-* 
times bordering upon harshness he employ- 
ed both his, time and evertions in removing the 
scourge of y ar from hi.s count^" I cannot there- 
fore concur in opinion with those who think that 
til*!'! last scene oT lii^ political career -has lessened 
his blaims to public esteem. 

Supplanted in the month of October, by the 
dukede la Alcudia,undcr the prcic.xt that his great 
age rendered repose ueccssarv, he supported the 
inortilicalion with the serenity of a philosopher. 
He was suffered to retain the office of president 
of the couticil of state, and he continued to *xer- 
cise its functions, until having declared his opin- 
ion at one of its meetings with regard to tlie war 
against FraUce, with that rigid candour, which 
Vvas peculiar, to his character, and .which his ex- 
perience at* least ought to have excused, be was 
exiled to Jaen, a city of Andalusia, asthe reward 
of his zeal. Ob the restoration of ’pedcoi the 
king banished ’him fOr eveir to the distance pf 
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tbirij teagin^''&diii the coort and capital, and 
thus gave hiai an opportunity of retiring to^his 
ettat^s in where he died in 1803. 

At presehi of State is composed 

of ftlrty-siv«A^*^itelWliisr^ twelve of whom are 
« absent fn^ M^^rSl^r various reasons. Eleven 
other dittt%uished’ 'Individuals, who in general 
^tf^Jifceiiiise absent^' Ifithout forming part of the 
enjoy its hoo^rs,*as they are called ; but 
impale limited to the mere titie oi^ExetUemy. 

The title of ‘Councillor of State, now reduced 
to a mtre lio»oi|iry distinction, even with those 
who ei>j 03 it in thJ» fullest extent, is yhe highest 
favour that ran be granted by a king of Spain. 
Personal merit, long services in life diplomati^r 
other ministerial departments, wore once the oiily 
reCominendations to this diffiutv , hot within these 
few years it has been conferred, as a matter of 
course, 'upon the ministers of state. The Spanish 
ministers ate iix in number : 

1. The )^^ister for Foreign Affairs, was al- 
ways, chnsidered as the Prime Minister j be al- 
ways bfeari the title of First Secretary of State.' " 

‘ % The Jlfttiisfer (It TFnr, possesses 'but a Umitedf' 
ahihor^ i lie presides, indeed, ovel tbh Councitt 
of '^ar/’'tiut if is rather a Court df J^licb thatlF 
a Bdaid'llf AdministfatiOin; and ther*iti^^betoi«' 
fbeMb'Athtn the caVdlfJ*, ftte^Vagood", and 
e provincial miHid^ ievefbUy^ii^tyge the afla‘irs 
the corps entrusted To 'thmtr administration. 



minister of w« ‘naereljf presents theif fi^‘' 
ports to the iing. 

3. The Miftist^hof {he »o coa4ju< 

tors. He appofnts the depart- 

ments of the mariue, tho 

subject to Uie approbate* *3^6 r^U- 

tations for the naval ebpar^tmeut 4*11, 

liiiii have occasion only Ht tiie sanction o|j|hei 
sovcH'ign. 

4. Ihe Minister of ought, 

apeakiog, to be npder the controul of the supendr 
tendant ge^ral of the finaiirps, but the two of- 
fices were some time ago united their separation 
having been found to impede the measures of go- 
ve'nmcnt, without ;‘>‘oducing any 'real advan- 
tage. Cliarles IL. had three ministers of 
finance duiing bis i< ign ; Squilaci, who was dis- 
graced in consequence some popular discon- 
tents, was succeeded by Musquiz, and Lercna, 
both of whom du d in office. It is unnecessary 
to mentiou that the financial department of Spain 
was uniformly wel’ iondnoted under thete three 
iDiniM$''8 ; but 'would they ha^ve derived any ad- 
vantage frofn a superintendant ? board of 
finance appears but a feeble barrier against the 
acts of the minister of this depa^ent. Thd 
place pf president, or,g'ovc5nor,*bas long.b^n 
filled b j this olScer blmeelf^ and is at 

by an uncle to tlwtPripoe.of the I'cac. 
vot. I. jT 
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6. The MMster of the Indies bad fortneily tW 
moii extensive department in the gov>ernineni<4m> 
der bu contrpal ; ^e whole civih military^ eccle- 
nastical and' ll8nlcil^,»eovernn)ent of Spanish 
America was e^iin^f entrusted to him, and 
most assuredly ifii^jlsJnetY was* a minister in the 
political world whose influence was more power- 
i tl>e iraraente |e 55 ions between the gulph of 
X&l^rnia and itje^aka of Magellan acknow- 
M^whis jurisdiction. Formerly the Council of 
ite Indies was the only chee|: upon this minister, 
but within these few years the presidency of the 
council, and the jjaefe of minister of the Indies 
have be^n held by the same pei^n. 

Charles IV. continued the council of the 
indies as it bad existed since the conquest of 
America, but he divided the office of minister of^ 
the Indies among the five other ministers. The 
greatest share in this distribution fell to the lot of 
the MinUier tf Mercy and Justice. 

6. The minis^r last mentioned, hasalwajs con- 
ducted vfbatever relates to the ma|^tracy and the 
ecclesiastical afiairg of Spain, and since the func* 
^ns of the ^inisfer of the ladiee ha;ye^ been 
ihaiis^i^ to several individiial8, tne IMtinister pf 
^erc^ diistiqe has Mperiatendeijf the magist^ 

e iw. ‘ Ihs iqit|torit^ in Europe fs circum- 
^hy tlie gland ^i^hamhWjOf the council of 
le, and the qouncu of 'iie^lndies open^h** 
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\l<?^ a check upon his admiBistration of Span^h 
America, 

In 1706, there were f^t^n^isters. The 
rhllliim^ 'filled bv Don 
^Jiis ci4i^ duke de la AI> 

tes ^ t V 



department 6^ foreign 

Manuel Godov, who ^ _ 

cudia. 111 1792^ and who> awr putting an nf>d.to 
the war, which he had certainly undertalien wilh 
leg.cf. received the appell^oa .of Prince of 
Peace. I have eidoycd ofl 
ing him closely, an'fi undci various critical ci^ 
stances. 1 shall neither undertake to be his censor 
nor his apeiogist, but merely ^jserve, that there 
are few examples in history of. an exaltation so 
rapid, and so pjrodigious. By birth* a plain 
country gentleman of Esiremadura, with a slen- 
der patrimony, he is now one of the most opu- 
lent nobles of Spain, and unites in his own per- 
son, almost every dignity, and a great number of 
honorary distinctions. He is invested with the 
grand order of Charles III., of the Golden Eleece, 
of St. Januarius, of St. Ferdinand, of Christ, and 
of Malta. He is a grandee of Spain of ihef first 
class ; he has the title of Prittce, which i }0 noble- 
ntan of Spanish origin ever enjoyed before hi[m; he 
,18 prfme minister, member of the conncil of sl^te, 
inspector wd commandant of thei^fbur companies 
of bodfj goards, genefalissiqao of the armies by 
land and by sea ; a rank create cxpicbsly for him, 
and which gives h^a^recedeney over all fne'^ajp- 
tsdns general ; ai^ as fhe s^ce of all these fii- 
nS 
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joum IS on terms of the most intimate friend, 
sbip with the king and queen. Finally^ u^dure 


in lavishing ’jpon him 
to conf r happiness, 

r j 11 

and elegant person, 
r, sound judgment, and 
^ which required onl) e\- 
transcendant.^ 

T of the hnanccs, was 
From, l^jiboa, wheie he 


concurring 
whatever sei 
Mi pm 

yH^^o mak(^]|[ 
the 1 

JDto^PiVgo Gardoqui, 
hl|id a commercial establishment, he was sent in 
‘ 1781, as charge ^dcs affaires from Spain to the 
^ilJnited States. i^Ie was afterwards, appointed 
cpnsul'genoral in Ft^gland, and latterly calk'd to 
,^he .bead pf the^^financia! department, upon the 
deft^qf tfer^a. Yp succeed a minister, who 
^,had reqdf^pd himself so odious, that his funeral 
prpees^on was interrupted bv a burst of popular 
indignation,^^ as a fortunate introduction for M. 
,,Qardoquij.|, ,^^tjpquired some address, at least, to 
«.''enahip,| 5 ift,^,fftpin his place amid the embar- 

V. 

. • J'Rii4cIi govciiwntnl ctujcewiag.thattit luJ 

lyasan liifli, eserteil its ^ obtain , 

hts naaov^il^ the office of inimstcr tor f^gn affairs, hut 
saaosss. ’ was unable to'sH^I' hlS cteclit witli 

'liL h^en'Mlg^Mtidysi’to hnn. 

^ ®*®“ iissjteaeii s’^ thafy^iadlirajut %diour 
h* 1? f aJ piyroe minister and 

^^skiMvidtl^tor of all t^e,^l^^ia^’o|a^mistiatiOi). All 
ton him of tateywrs, ero wfenemies, ackiipw- 
Kh^ie has a quic^^icept 
|Wtul turn for business. 


nunou sagaedy, ani 
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rassinents in whicli he round his department, and 
nat a little courage to suttaiit the burden of the 
war ^>^h France. 

After iyiviMg condu^d^l&|£||bar}y six years, 
with more'i,>ood forl|FM/'|lip^^* tha^ ability, 
the vessel o^f '.luance quick- 

sands, he wa? appointed aJ^lbassador to and 
Mas succeeded by M. db Varela, whii was’ fe- 
eently promoted to,£hA^|&hiistry of tfaeAlB^e, 
but shewed himself bettw qualified fo^^tfi^sCO- 
nomical than for the^ military department.' 

Both these ministers being now dead, the finah- 
rial department is at pre^t managed by don 
Miguel Cayetano Soler, who had been for several 
years governor* of the smttU island of Ivi^a, one 
of the Balearos, and which he had enlivened .by 
establishments dictated by "wisdora and spirit. 
Upon his return, he u’as rerommenoed to the 
Prince of the Peace by Valkcnacr, the Dutch 
ambassador, a man of spirit, and capable of ap- 
preciating merit in more departilieii^ tlian one. 
The details he furnished on' thi^ street of his 
pettjegovorament, and the entbosiasm yvitS which 
he desenbed the plans of amClibfA'hlon he bad 
conceived, determined the Prjnce hf ihe'l^eace to 
exhibit his talents upon a 
aindhe Was promote to the head of thd i^nap^^ 
depirtinfeHU know no^, fapWeves^^sh^ieptih^ 
application*^ tjhe Iblldwilig line td^i 
be founded in enty' or justed : 

Tel biille au second rang, qui s’oclipse au pieiuicy* 
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In 17$^ miDiftrj of tbo marine vras in the 
liaQc({i of M. 4e,yalc(e7i who since the death of 
Gast^on^ had cp^jii^^d it with wisdom and jlfde* 
litj. The couri^|p^|be {)0<>n could lia'iT wished 
duriogthe war be bad joined to 

these qua|itiesitba|^||||||^ of acti* ity which cir* 
required.* ]^lK>n the rettiVn of peace^ 
he o^^ed leave to resi^Pf which he bad long so- 
^it^« and was succ^fed h| -P<?h Pedra Varela, 
whoTl^ lacquircd a poosiderahle degree of expe- 
rieiaperin Uie administrative depi^metU of (he 
navy. He had several acts of ncgUgeoce tp repair ; 
and be proceeded ai-his outset with a cifcumspec> 
tion bordering upon tardiness. His promotion 
to the ministry of the marine did not meet the 
approbation of all jiarties, and it soon pro- . 
duced discontents among the most distinguished 
naval oflScers, which were dangerous at the com- 
mencement of a maritime war. In short, it was 
thought that he was better calculated for the de- 
partment of the finances, and that of the navy was 
givcu to aimit^poHJmnde Langara, whp, not- 
witbstdaJing the, hind of disgrace whjch he had . 
incurred ip cooaequebep of the cbeckjj*. received ^ 
by, a Sp^ii|h squadron under biteahnnand in 
1780, had acquired the general esteem of the na- 
tio|i for ,bi8 talents .and loyalty. At that 

* TbU thKkfSZs it Is \y the andiw, with the cbarac- 
(eiktle aaodesqr of bis naikm, WM attend with the capture 
aoi destruction of sivea Spaaisb Hue by the immor- 

tij fiodney. (Translator ) 
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eoiamanded the Cadiz squadron; be did not lonig 
retak^ tbe ministry although caRed to it by tbe 
public. 'He is at present captdibi^eneral of' the 
navy, and ccqasellor of state; at Madrid 
in tranquillity, ^nd respected' ilt^Wdteerves.* 
Upon his ^tiring firom ^ce^, the situation 
was held ad interim by DojI Joseph Antonio 
h illcro ; but at the beginning of 1802, a» a4aai> 
la!, high in the public ^estirhadion, Don liomifigo 
Grandellana, was appointed ‘to the minislfi^'of 
the marine. From hina it was transferred ih 
1805 to Doi^ PranciscQ Git de Lemos, an experi* 
diced general officer of tbe«/^avy, and whose 
name^was celebrated in ^e preceding wurs.f 
The office of minister of war, upon the death 
of Lereita, was entnis-ted to the Count de Campo' 
Alange, who^hcld it until the conclusion of the 
peace with France ; he was then appointed am- 
bassador to Vienna, and some years afterwards 
to Portugal. His immediate successor, as mi- 
nister at war, was Don Miguel Joseph de Asanza, 
a soldier of distinguished merit, who, after hav • 
ing been employed in foreign negotiations, had 
filled the place of intendant of Valencia with 
general approbation. Soon afterwards Ite made 

* Since thff above was v^iitten Langara’s death luu been an* 
nouQced by the public piinta. {Tramkter,) 

t His pr^ces8c»*i M# de (Standeliaqa^ was sent to Fem4 * 
as comptroller of the mff in port. 
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room fur Don 'Joan Manuel Alvares, uncle to 
the Prinee of the Peace, in consequence be- 
ing sent as viceroy to Mexico on r^^ifficult 
emefgenc), btitnotabnoe the reach o/his talents. 
A kind of fatitlity,«lMwever, rapit^ removed him 

from this new destii^on, and now lives at 

** * 

Madrid in retirement, but not in disgrace. He 
has lately been mentioned as likely to be appoint- 
ced.{li^^me importnfrt missions. 

war department did not long continue 
under the controul of DonJuaa Manuel Alvarcs ; 
his successor, ad inlerim, w^as the same Don 
Joseph Antonio Ck'ballero, who already held the 
departments of mercy and justice, and of the 
marine. Thus, for some turn, he had the 
most business to transact oi any minister in Eu- 
rope, and he would have been the ablest also, ^ 
his talents had been equal to this prodigious task. 

The miiiisti’y of mercy and justice, w’hioh in 
179^2 I fouitddii the bands of a priest, Don Pedro 
d'Acuiia, .a friend of the duke de la Alcudia, 
waanftmrwBi'ds transferred to Don' E-ugenio de 
lAaguno, an enlightened and modest man, whom 
Ithadlopgiknowii at the head of the-officelbr 
frgejigilitjnffniitS; and uho was.plaeedsKHit the tier- 
sqq oftN<dnko do la Alcmdia to assist him %ith his 
eiliieriencc, wbea that yoqi^ nobiemaui was ra- 
tihofUipnamaturcly, promoted to the .administration 
O^th^dtapartmeut, not long retain 

[te tl^istrj of mercy aud jtfrtide, which perhaps 
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tequired a more active maq: lie retired asie 
courj^pllor of state to enjoy tke otium cum dignt- 
tatc ana 'died soon afterwards. ^ 

llis immolate succesM^r is IMtei tif the most en- 
lightened Span\aLrd^ I efpr fcdqvr ; tills was Don, 
Cci<ipnr Mck^or de JtFUJlkatos, one of those 
whom I had mciitioued at tbeiconciusion ofri^y 
*!ccoud oditi'’n, as a man of merit who lanj^iiuhed 
in obscuritv. It has boon sa^ that he disapi^iiit-^ 
od the expectation*" formed of him : he hai<fl|l(en 
acf ased of attacking with more boltincs^ thau 
dexterity jccrtain inveterate abuses, and parti* 
cularly those of a descriptibi’fivhich will be long 
formidable 'in Spain. Be this as it- nun , the 
dismissal of M. Sc Jovellanos quickl) followed 
his ‘attempts at iciuruialion ; and his disgrace waa 
as rapid as the justice done him had been slow, 
lie M^as at fust cxilca to lu’s own province 
(the Asturias), where he cultivated literature 
and the useful sciences. New charges pur- 
sued liiiu' to Ins I'ctieat, and lie »Was soon afti-r- 
wards immured in a convent iu tile island of 
Majorca. 

He was sdcfcecded by tbe same Ddtt Joseph 
Antonio Cali|4lero, so often mentioned, and' who 
then filled tliree important situatjons of the ad- 
mi uistrationi that of jirtercy and justice, of war, 
ad interim, and that of the mfetine, tlte futtotions 
of which he diicfaiW^ed until the a{)[)oiutal(;pt of 
admiral Grandell^An. 
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At this nukmeai (ISOj) there are four minici* 
lers in Spaia : Den Pedro CecaUo<!, for ftjweign 
aSkirs ; Don Miguel Cayetano SoUr, jEtir 'the fi- 
nances; Dm ^^onio Caballero, for the 

ilepaiimeot of taixiey mid justice, and for that 
of war ; and Don Pmncieco GU de 'Demos, for the 
piarine. 

The stability of the rainistry was one of the 
most remarkable circumstances of the reign of 
Cfanrles the Third. When this prince once 
granted his confidence, neither incapacity nor 
want of success could induce him io ■vyithdraw it. 
His ministers dlmost certain of dying in 
office, apd this security so valuable in several 
respects, was by no means a stimnlus to their ac- 
tivity. If it allowed them scope to put into ex- 
ecution the plans they concei\ecl, it enabled them 
also to commit peculations with impunity, and 
afforded time for abuses to fake deep roof May 
they not however have fallen into the opposite 
extreme in the present reign ? The office of 
primp minister passed into three different' hands 
in the year 1792 plone ; and it was with three 
successive ministers of different characters and 
opinions thait 1 had to conduct the most intricate 
negotiations. , 

Five years afterwards the rainistry of foreign 
affairs was* given to Don Francisco Saavedra, 
wbOtiwaS called to it -by the voice of the public. 
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and who had my good wifhes alao^ Bad health 
was the real or aflected cause of his speedy re> 
tirement, and he was succeeded by I>on Louit 
Mariano de i'rquyo, a yauDg^lOiD who, after 
having displajed some foreign courts 

in the diplomatir ( areer, was appointed to direct, 
the officefor foreign affairs. He was in great favour * 
at the time of his appoiotment, but lie appears to 
have abused it : his iioprudence-was punished by a 
mortif} ing disgrace. He was at first confined stt 
the castle of Pampeluna, and afterwards obtained \ 
permission tp retire into Biscay; but upon the 
occasion of some disturbances v iuch broke out 
in that province in 1804, be was ordered into 
confineincrit at 

The office he had held was nltimatelyconferrcd 
upon d^OTi Pedro CtiaUo-% descended from an 
ancient family of Old Castile. After having 
prepared himself by study at Valladolid for an 
official department, h<* was sent as secretary of 
legation to Lisbon. Upon his return to Madrid 
he married a relation of the Prince of the Pewe, 
and was afterwads appointed minikti^ plenipo* 
tentiary a|t Naples, but some differences between 
the two courts prevented him frQm proceeding to 

execute bis functions. So far as we have hitlicr- 

• • 

to been enabled to judge of this minister, his 
modesty and prudence seem fo forpi i* strikiu;;) 
contrast w ith the conduct of his prcdc'cessoc^ 
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cannot^ ho|ve;Ver, refrain from observing that in 
le^.tlia^ii four years of the reign of Chq^les the 
JFourth there Jiaye been six ministers for foreign 
aSairs, y5fhi|o,:^l^, faj^er had only three in the 
spa«; , of t^^)f;;«i^c^%ears, two of whom, M. 
.Wall and M. de ^rioiialdi, refifed of their own 
ac|p;f>rfiji and the third survived him. 

; / Under the, present reign, the other departmenis 
tjie administration have undergone less fre- 
s^fint changes. 

The Spanish ministers have more leisure al- 
lowed them for business than those of any other 
court. Nothiiig can exceed the regularity in 
wliich^ fhey pass their lives, riding or walking 
being their only, recreation. « While seated iq 
their cabinetsTheir .views c.\tend to the extre- 
mities of the globe ; when tbey come abroad you 
would suppose that their sphere did not exceed 
half a league in diameter. Their .chief society 
consists p^‘, their clerks, who constantly dine 
at the same, table. This reciprocal constraint 
haa ,Us injDonvenicnccs, but it , produces a closer 
union between the head of thp department and 
jhis ^i^balterns, and more regidarj^ in , the dis= 
patch, of b^ine^. Those, howeyerj ,whp conduct 
o^kl^husiiwaSiUiider .the eye of me minister arc 
, not .mere, clerksf, ^ey piay rath|f. be compar 
fid 'with* the principal 84 ^etari<^ in the officet 
of, pur. government. a person can bi 
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nominated io these places he must lia\c prc- 
viousl) displayed talents in IsPinc other con- 
fidcntual sit nation. In the office folr foreign af 
affaiiii, for iiivaiicc, almost alf ilnTi^itin'cipal se- 
cretaries ha\e I ">} attach«i4*h1j'‘such to some 
diplomatic mission, and froni the ftirpign nfficc 
tbev frequently arc promotOfl to the situations of 
pl.Miipotciitiarics or ambassadors. Therearc atthis 
inoiiK'iit .six of this description, who are the ie*> 
presentatives of the Spanish court with forU^ 
powers, a^rcmarkhhtc circumstance in a despotic 
monarchy, .where it has gener illy been suppos- 
ed that all places are procured bv inlrigiic or 
favoui; and which^iiiay, in this respect, stfse as a 
model to more than one free government. 

I *havc frequently met with 'an appearance 
of dislaiiee and iuel\i!it> in the Spanish Offices, 
but this frequently disguises- the ir.o«t oblig- 
ing dispositions : they are aecessililo at all 
times to equity and Justice, and whatever may 
be said to the contrary, I have rCaSOn to be- 
lieic that iJorrliplion is as rare Kfti them as^dis- 
cretion is common. 

,, I may al^b'tiAd, that there are few countries 

* Where the agents of government, with sooie ex 
ceptions, beitter deserve the confid^nt:^ of tlieir 
superiors, or have » stronger elainr to the 
citoein of tlioke' with whOm they lra\e bmi 
ness to transact. They arc not all equally qfit- 
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descending and easy of access ; their deeisions 
are sddom hastily giren^ but examples are 
scarcely to be found where they have acted from 
malevolence^ or lutve been inaccessible to rea* 
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iJirersm)^ of the Spmiish Court. . Gallery of 
ii.i.tnreii. Looldng-glas^ manufactory. Hunting 
pariirs Content (f Pavlar. 

In the article of diversions,, tljc residences of 
the Spanish court ( Sitios )’ tfTord a very scanty 
supply. There are ho theatrical aniosementF, 
no public game.^, uo grand a.sseinblies, except 
on gala days; th(;y are also peopled only by re- 
tainers of the court, who>e attendance is requir- 
ed by their oflicial situations, except during the 
gay season of the rcM al excursions to Aranjucz. 
The palace of St. lidefonso is almost entirely 
desolate ; and the society of the royal person- 
ages is chiefly confined to the circle of their do- 
mestic officers. During thaj period when the 
queen was princess of Asturias, she passed the 
trhole of her time, with the exception of a few 
hours alloted for excursions abroad, in the in- 
terior of the palace, ^herc she enjoyed no other 
amusement than conversation, which* she knew 
how to enliven ; and music, of which she^w'as 
passionatei} fond. Her con'-ort isever once quit- 
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led her apartment except to accompany liia 
royal fatjjcr to the chace', which frcqu*ntly oc- 
curred twice a day. Since their accession to 
tlie throne, no jatotcrial chancre has taken 
plate in the dull nplarmity of thei r li v es. They 
b^ve only relaxed, in some measure, the severe 
discipline of etiquette. Sometimes they corufe- 
scend to honour the entertainments given b\ tlie 
l^anisb grandees with their presence ; but tiny 
seldom or never repair to any public spectacle, 
not even to the bull tights. During his father’s 
life-time, (he king yvas a patron of the fine arts, 
having made a choice collection of good pictures 
by (litFe.rcnt masters, besides one of the most 
costlv and superb galleries in Europe, which 
was bequeathed to him as a legacy. It is assert- 
ed that this Spanish treasury of the fine arts is 
second to none except those of France and of the 
Elector of Eavaiia. It is eliiefly deposited iutbc 
Escurial aqd and at Madiid. Many pictures 
were formerly to be found in the palace of St. 
Ildcfonso, b\lt recently the palace at Madrid and 
Aranjuez havd been enriched with its spoils. 
I^UOtigh, however, are remaining t(t arrest the 
curiosfty of an amateur for a few hours. 

' the first.antichamber adjoining to the roy al 
Upartiueuts you traverse a sort of historical 
mpaliciy, Whore yo'iJ behold U superb portrait of 
Louis 'XI\ . bv Iligaud, one of Louis XV. in 
bis infancy, arothcr of the regent duke dc Ven- 
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beii^ in^||fiS| 4 |liu 8 ion 8 in mythology ; and aU»» 
of, the ilileit amours of Jupiter, a Ledlii, and 
ft Olyttym ilw^liaMy ^Pg without any mistrust the 
figure the god had assuin-„ 
4 ^. antiquity which more' 

tfspecialiy |mwlira|il>!il^ admiration of a connois-^ 
|epr, are the youi|rfiiun carrying a kid, and the 
of Castdr i^d Pollux# 4wo original master- 
pioiefis, in a stote of pc^tMlkoservation, copies 
of whbh are every where f^wfound by the side of 
'theV^usdel^dicis, and ofiitdlk|p9Uo Belvidere. 
’On^ oC the- apartments of 'thd^imery which we 
traversed Is 'a' spacious hall, iWiere the finest 
marbler of dpain seejn to vie with those produc- 
tions which antiautiy hal transmitted td us ; hut 
notwithstanding i>4lli^r modern splendor, “they 
ohly serve as fo|l to render the superiority of 
the latter still umre manifest. A small corridor 


adjoining to this gallery contains a confused as- 
semblage^ curiosities, which the gallery was 
not capanliM||if enough to contain. Here you be- 
hold statues, ' firagmenfs of columns, 

vaiNoliefs, busts^pand other aoti^h^f mouldaf^ 
dust, 'consigned a prpjr l^’insacfis,'’ 
prlujcd^ia^ the raTages ^ fi&e'. ** 
WrijT^as'df 0$ pah«e of 1S|I; X^efonso, 
ivfty <^'the ii^mh hw lii^‘4ery con- 
sinipe the making itn- 

^^iments.and deco^dl^l^lrbe count de Flo- 
lida Blanca, a man en^e^i for lihi bene^leuce 
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^nd knowledge, was much cidliinied to behhld 
a number of women and wandering" 

about the district of S(. Il<|cf w| i y |ytti^out &ny 
regular occupation, and a aHHHpW society. 
In order to foioish th(|»jfl|^w^j|])ymW» he 
instantly concc \ ed a plan^Jr^TOoltshiog a linen 
manufactory. In the a«fly%art of 1781 no tesi 
tigos of this manufifcctory^'Were visible; hut sate* 
the suiumer of instance of dispatch un- 

heard of in SpaMtl;Jilibfir€wcre upwvds oftwaity 
looms employeli' knd two great toachioes- for 
pressing aiid^l^^^ug the linen. An able manu- 
facturer, whp had the direction' of a'considerable 
establishment at Leon, was invited, to St. Ilde- 
fdbso, since which time the manufactory has ad- 
vanefed ra|iidly towards perfeetbh. , 

Near this rising manufactory, ftw ai tides of ne- 
cessity, there is one of luxury," begun in the 
reign of Philip V. This is a manufactory of 
looking-glasses, the only one of the kuid in Spain. 
It was at first only a common glass Wau factory', 
which |till exists, and produces toljprahly good 
hottlei!, and white glass, wbiab ii there cut cx- 
welt l^biswas merely « preltii^^'# 
Wre spleodid undertaking. Tliie 
of lookingf^g^asses ,at St*. Ild^efouso is «me n'f 
first establishments in its kind. It was begun 
l'ij^28 by a native aud 'warUfMpll 

to higher pcrfectiuUj^a-the reign of Fer®ai>^ 
VI. by Sivart, a Freoi'hmau. For more than 
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thirty years 'past looking-glasses of all ditneO' 
sions haVe feeon run here ; they are perhaps 
inferior, in and poh'-h to those of Ve 

nice and uocouiitiy% till lately^ 

ever produdl$d^^^%%ieh magnilude. In 17 82 
1 saw one cast which was one hundred and thirty 
inches by sixty- five. The enormous plate of brass 
destined for the reception of the liquid matter 
weighs nineteen thousand hundred pounds, 
and the cylindrical roller supersdded to this, to 
dilate and smoothen the sante, weighs twelve 
hundred. In the spacious and elegant building 
appsopriated to this operatibn, of which the 
whole process is worthy of an accurate detail, 
there are two other j^lates of a size somewhat in- 
ferior, and twenty ovens into which the glasses, 
still red-hot, ahs' conveyed, whei-e they remain 
hermetically inclosed for the space of fifteen to 
twenty-five days, until they gr^ually copl. All 
those ihat are, cracked, or have any imperfections, 
arc cut 'for looking-glasses, fof panes of windows 
or glasses for carriages. The maintenance of this 
^tahlishment ;s attended with a very great tXr 
^atce to the king. I have calculated, that* if 
forin a just estimobs of the cost of (be 
^)al|ge passes *which are in a sound and peifcct 
'^jCOndition, making ailowaVos for the general cx- 
i]pences of the establishmmtf, and the average 
es, (lu,e are s< nieirhici would come to «p- 
ds of 160,000 leals 
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In a long gallery adjoining to the manufactory 
they are ground, by a manual operation, Aivhicb 
consists in runbiug them ag a i ojrfjfe h other, put- 
ting between (l.eni water iborc or less 

fine. dcco''(iiiig to the the' operation. 

The upper plate of glass* \yhich is in 'a ‘•fate of 
perpetiiat motion, whilst that uiiderneadi remains 
iiiunoveable, is oiUcb sooner ground, insomuch 
that five of the fonpef ate reduced to a requisite 
thickness before One of the lower glasses. Tlds 
is a tedious niid monotonous process, fur one 
single glass, frequently furnishes one workman 
with employment for the space of two months. 

"VKheo they aje •'ufficicntly ground* on both 
sides, eight or ten days are employed in polishing 
the*gl asses on both sides also, in the following 
manner : when they are of a first rale si/e this 
IS performed by the hand in the same worksliop ; 
Those of a middling size arc couveved to a ma- 
tliine,* in which tl^iirty polishers arc set in motion 
by water ; they are a kin^ of square boxes placed 
perpendicularly over the glass, and coverryl un- 
derneath with a smooth felt, containing internally 
n plate of lead, and impelled in a horizobtaf di- 
rection by a wooden handle which is atiaelipd (0., 
tbera. The glass is first rubbed h>the hand vyiilli** 
emery, which is furaished.by a quarry in t£lb© 
vicinity of 'I'oledo.' Tliis emery is divided intb 
three sorts; tbe>coat8^t is first used, tbers the 
middling sort, and lastly the finest ; after this, 
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the glass is covered with a reddish earth (cdmct- 
gro) aud plao^ under the polishing ni.ichine. 

An evperio6^pjip4^H^s made to iiitroduce mecha- 
nical powers A8^,|l^^|itttitute i<)i manual labour 
in grinding the gla*Bi For this purpose, ina- 
< bines were comejed from Franee to St. Ildc- 
fonso ; but th(“ directors of the establi<-htneiit per- 
ccisingthat ‘hu method, although more expen- 
sive, was not mu' h more i^jEpeditious than the 
old one, abandoned it altogether. 

The glasses being giound and polished by this 
proces.Sj arc finally conveyed to MadfidTo be cut. 
'I’he king keeps the tint f to deeorafe his apart- 
ments ,• of others he makes presents to the dourts 
1 lod oitiiualol v connected with that of Spain. In 
11H2 t'ii.'ulis m, sent to Naples some of them, 
which measured one hu'odred and thirteen inched 
by fifty-i'oui Some time afterwards, he added 
fiftevii of the same dimensions to other presents 
wliuh he sent to the Ottoman Porte. 

The produce of tlie manufactory at St. Ilde- 
fonso' is sold fort he king’s account at Madrid and 
in the provinces. In vain, in order to insure a 
sale for the produce of this manufactory, has he 
prohibited the importation of foreign glasses of 
ev,ery deseriptidh, within the distance of twenty 
leagues. .Rut we Inay easily suppose that the 
profils^hc tlerives from his splendid manufactory 
ire far fi oni being adequate to the cxpences of 
ruch a considerable establishment, which, with 
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tJieexcep<ion of wood,* is so far from Hjc raw 
t materials which it consumes, being in the inte- 
rior of the rountry, in the midst^T»f^ptiutaiiis, at 
a great dbtaiKC fiom canals ati|fe| iffi ||pblc rivers ; 
consequently it be regppHtl'iAS one of those 
ruinou- whims of princes Vhich, while they add 
to the splendor of the sovereign, impoverish the 
'.ubjeef. 

ithin a quarter of a league of this palace 
runs a little river, the Eresma, which afforded 
Charles III. one of his favourite diversions, that 
of fishing. . Having found its banks rugged and 
winding, he caused them to'be levelled and pav- 
ed j ig some places^ where the nature^ of the 
ground appeared to require it, steps of stone 
or tfirf are introduced. This large rivulet 
immured between two ridges of rov Ks. piled 
above each other in the most roman tie manner 
Its limpid waters sometimes dash with Iioaise 
murmurs against the rocks, and sumetimes fall 
ill gentle cascade.*, or form small basins for tiout, 
which are very plentiful here. In some parts, 
little meadows intervene betvceil the river and 
the plantations of hohn-oaks, with which this 


" Th“y are, however, obliged to go every jrear (o a greater 
disUnct. 19 qneit ofwood ; aijd although it is pioctirid in fo- 
rests bel()ngim5 to his majesty, tlie carriage ot carii Cart-load 
costs from loit) -lour to fifty-four reals; andtlu .naiiufactory 
of St. tidelonsu consumes annual!) two hundred thousand £ ars- 
loads. '• 
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district abounds. In others, tufted shrubs are 
seen upon the tops of the rocks, or o\ei hang their < 
sides, 

During of Clinrles III. the court 

"jiyas accusiomelwiPi^year <o aOii^ht the peace- 
ful naiads of the Ereama with the tuuiiilt of a 
general deei-li'inting. The rendezvous was 
about a league from the pala<^. Some (lass pie- 
vious to this dnersion, a nUniber of peasants 
stationed iu the woods and upon the neighbour- 
ing hills, drove before them thegaB»!i with winch 
they abounded. The enclosure ip w^ihicb the deer 
were confined was contracted by d( grccs until the 
time for the diversion atiiicd. It was atr^jf, 
amusing spectacle to behold the deer running 
along in small herds on all sides, thep suddenly 
retjoatmg again, when they beheld thfe danger 
which awaited theip ; then facing about and 
endeaiouinig to bra\c the running fire of inus- 
quetry ; hut being seized with a sudden panic, 
and baflled in all their attempts, at Icuglb rushing 
into J he fatal defile, where the king and the in- 
fants were pladled.iu ambush Their agility then 
^became their only resource. Out of several thou- 
^tjitods wbicb,crowded into this defile, about one 
^^lii^llrcd generally fell victims to tbeif temerity : 

dropped down dead upon the fepot, others 
workhy v'^oupded fled to the thickets to expire 
vn^li then shelter. Their bodies, yet palpitatin'g, 
ll^re brought forward, and laid in rows upon the ' 
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^eWofb.iOlo With a cruel sort of sclf-com- 
» placenc} , w hii li \a ould make a philosopher blush, i 
but is \ci\ excusable in sportso^, they ^v ere 
counted over am! u^er a^am^J|^’w|l|i(^le (ouit 
and fuieis^n amb.i '.idors in'tmS diver- 

sion, c 'iieh repeated towards the eonclusion 
of every >isi{ to the Escurial. In 17b‘ii, the king 
pave one of these ^aces in honour of the c ont 
d Aitois and the duico de llourbon, on their rc- 
fm a ftoiu Gibraltar. Possibly they might base 
fiesiied a less easy victory, being act ustoraed to 
run down tjh^ ^luid animals, hut not to slaiigh- 
let them in cold blood , bui- the forests at Com- 
pie^DQ and FouUiinebloau load never j^lTorded 
them such a magnificent spttli't le of fleet herds, 
filing ofl' by thousands before Iheui 

Under his present maj'^sly the-e tlnrr'ions 
h ive not been periodical as formeih, but .ire be- 
come much more frequent, tlicir proftssed object 
being to dc'-troy those uiimcrons lieuis of deer 
which infest ti’c country adjacent to the loyal 
domains. In tlie very first year of his reign, 
Charles IV, destroyed above twb thousand of 
these animals, by decoying them within the range 
of batteries charged with grape-shot, and I oh- 
served in 1793 and 179.{ that tbis,salutary plan 
had been efFectually executed iu the environs of ' 
his palaces 

There is likewise another district in the vicipify 
of St. lidefoDso, whither the late king of Spam 
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used once a year to carry those alarms \\hi(h ac- 
company the noisy pleasures oi' spoilsmen, I 
mean the cpi^rons of Paular, a nionastcry of 
Carthusians^ at the fool and on the op- 

posite side of tn^^l^p mountdius which o^e^- 
Jook the palace of St. *Ildefonso. Paular, one of 
the most wealthy convents in Spain, famous for 
its fine wool, slands in a 4^ightful vallev, ir 
rigaled by a large rivulet, trhich gently glides 
through groves and vast mes^ows. This stream 
drives a paper-mill, ,the nois^^of which, is the 
only sound that interrupts the sollunn tranquillity 
of the district. A Fienchman superintends this 
niaunfartor}' for the benefit of the Carthpsians, 
and in this remote corner seems to have forgot- 
ten both his country and his native language. 

There is nothing remarkable in the Car(hu'<iatl 
mor.aslei> of Paular, except a large cloister, in 
vvhii h Vine, lit Carducho, a cchbiatcd Spanish 
painter, ins delineated the principal events in 
the lil’e of Ht. llruno 

1 jamiot com hide mv oh'servations on St, Ilde- 
fonso, without Uikiug iiolucef the palace of 
Kiofrio, which is t'hrec leagues distant from it.' 
Charles III. visited this place once a year in older 
to arouse hiingelf with the diversion of hunlmg, 
in his own way, that is, without sfining, the 
r ucer. which peaceably wanclcicd all the' 
(he >ear in the adjacent woods. The 
if ll.ofrio IS situated in a sandy desert, on 
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which account llic strange predilection of Queen 
JhabiHa foi t'u' pUtc appears absolutely incom- 
prclicn^.ible She ft a 
whcrc'S>h(‘ uitendt d t 
da\^ That If might 
palace ul Mddud, m which neither she nor her 
Inishaud had the good fortune to reside esen one 
sinj^le day, she caused it to be built upon the 
s line plan, but on k sttPallcr scale. The acces- 
sion of her son Charles III. caused her to relinquish 
hci scheme of retirement, and before it was 
limshed, the |>akcc of Riofrio was abandoned, 
for e?er 


> the founder palace, 
0 pass th^^iii<{|p|pder of her 
rccal to|flBt1mcmory the new 
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CHAPTER Ml 


Jllotmlcry of the Escurial. Pictures. Pantheun 
J'hu irons of the Escurial. 


Let us now quit St. Ildefonso and proscoulc 
our journey towards the Escurial, About three 
quartet's of a'leaguc'from St. Ilde^so, jou cross 
the Eresma by a Itbne bridge, an4 arrive at Bal- 
sain, pL vUhi^e situated in a hollow, surroitnded 
by tliitk W-bt|ds. The Spanish inonarchs liad for- 
merly a hunting seat here, whicli was visited oc- 
casionally by Philip V., and where he first ctgi- 
ceived the idea, of building the palace of St. Ilde- 
fonso in this wild country, which was congenial 
with his ta'fe for solitude and hunting. The 
French ambassador resided at this old castle be- 
fore the king built a house for his accommodation 
in the villagc'o! St. Ildefonso.V 

On quitting this place, you ascend for two 
leagues the rugged declivity of those lofty moun- 
taios which, sc par ate, the two Castiles, The road 
shjpfded by large pines, whose tops are fre- 
qUi^ly 'lost in the' fogs which rise from the bo- 
som of the deep" valleys. As you approach the 
summit of the mountains, the atmosphere becomes 
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gradual] ' uioi c bl ak, and when you are at lens' lli ' 
arriMcl at t’ e li tif the seven dills (/os side 
pico -< \>!iuh wbuiAiened from Ildefonso, 
have llu appeaiatu-e of an in)iiMPl«i)attIeini'ut, 
anotl.cr splendid ■-( .'iic att'ribls Ito eye of the dc- 
J.^'lika tiavciid. He expatiates over the wide 
pl.iiiis of Nc\v Castilcj and discerns Madrid coq- 
suiciabl} nithin the bounds of llio horizon which 
bi ^vilders h's sight. It is a ditlcrent country, a 
dureicnt soil, anoibet climate. Often leaving 
h< bind him dense dAuds, to which the mountains 
seem <0 serve fS bouiidat'its, he passes all at once 
into a serener, 'traospln-rt He now prosecutes 
his journey alougoa .»„d uhich was formerly iu 
many places an jibiupt dcdivitj, but since 1785 
has bcenmadi more level, and then drops, rather 
than descends, from this magnificent Belvidcre, 
.Tnd having traversed the space of two leagues, 
he arrives at the town of Guadariama, through 
which pussc. the great road from Pans to Ma- 
drid This load he crosses on his way to the 
Escurial, where the court passes the latter Jiart 
of the season. 

This famous nonastcry is situate about mid-' 
w a} of the ascent of the chain of mountains which 
bound Old Castile. ( SoePl. IV. ) Tlj&choice which 
Philip II. made of this sandy and rugged situa- 
tion coincidiv with the savage, morose ’character 
which history ascribes to that prince \Vc must, 
however, pay spine deferti.ee to the memory ol 
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this monarch on our approach loAvards this rojai 
convent, where be is staled onr holy founder/ 
where his repose and his image frequently 
recurs. known that the foundation of 

the Escuriafiilw in cousequeuce of a vow he 
made on the day of the battle of St. Quentin, at 
which, however, he was not present. It is also 
known that he consecrated if to St. Lawrence, 
as it happ'ened to be the d<iy of that saint. In 
Spanish it likewise bears the appellation of Safi 
Lorenzo, and every object in the Escurial re- 
minds you of the instrument of his martyrdom. 
You, not only behdld it on the doors, windows, 
altars, rituals, and sacerdotal ^obes, but the very 
edifice of the Escurial has likewise borrowed its 
figure. It is a quadrangular building, with the 
principal front to the west, behind which is a 
mountain ; the opposite side, which faces Ma- 
drid. forms the shortened handle of a giidiron re- 
versed. and the four feet are represented by the 
spires of four little square tower.s, which rise at 
the four angles. 

I do not pre(o,>id, with thtf Abb4 do'Yayfac 
and Cohuenar, to present an exaggerated esti- 
mate of all the doors, windows, courts, &c. of 
this celebrated convent. Such a. prodigious pile 
has unquestionably a vejy imposing air, but it 
by no nirtins comes up to those ideas which its 
reputation might suggest. The architecture is 
not splendid ; it lias rather the graAC simplicity 
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suital)lf •- V a corvcnt than t?.e magnifiocnce 

of a l uvil niaii^i II. The t edt front is the 
only > wii' !i lias an cl(*gaBiJ||rtic(), con- 
sisting .i It!!' SI columns o?feifii|BKric order, 

1) lif sunk into Iho wall, side is a 

laigc door o;' noble dimensiohs. * Through this 
fn.»'’#co, you pass into a square court, at the bot- 
i :u of which is Ej^hurdi. This principal entry 
IS never thrown ojkvt toAhe Spaaish monarchs or 
the princes of the blood, except on two solemn 
occasions : one of these i§, when they are carried 

to the Escuriai after their birth' ; and the other, 

• • 

when their remains are carribd but to be deposit- 
ed in the vault whicli awaits them; a strikinr 
emblemcof the gS,te.s of life and those of eternity. 
On this side the door of the church is ornamented 
with a fine ^colonriade,^ which is crowned with 
colossal statues of six kiuj^s of Israel, which are 
poised, as it were, upon slight pedestals. These 
six kings all had a share m:the construction or 
renovation of the temple at Jerusalem, as vye 
learn from the inscriptions engraven upon the 
base of their statics. The twq in rtie middle are 
David and ' Solpnjon, to whom the sculptor has 
endeavoured to impart the likeness of.^Jhkrles V, 
and Philip II. his son, so ingenious is flattery;- 
in all ages, in accoramojiating features to its bwii; 
purposes. 

The south front is entirely destitute of or- 
naments. but there afe nearly three hundred 
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windows in the four stories, reckoning ihc sub- 
basement, which the inequaiitj’ of the ground 
rendered njpessarjOQ this side. The two prin- 
cipal dooi|^^|||dy^^ form the common entrance 
arc in the OpP^ite front. TIic whole edifice is 
of hewn stone, being a species of bastard granite, 
embrowned hj time, which gives an air of s^cm- 
nity to this monument of architecture. 

The quarry fiom which it Was extracted is in the 
vicinity of the Escurial, and this circumstance 
is said to have been one oil^ the mofi^es for 
choosing this Situation. It fnraishcjd blocks of 
such dimeftsions, that three stones yvere sufficient 
to form the cases of the largest doors, and every 
step of the principal stairease is composed of no 
more than one of them ' 

"When the coprt does not reside at the Escu- 
rial, it is merely a prodigious convent, inhabited 
bj ncaily two hundred Jeronymites. On the ar- 
ri\al of the couit this convent is metamorphosed 
into a palace. The monks are obhg('d to take up 
their residence in the apartments on the south and 
west side, autT the principal ceUs are reserved for/ 
the use of the loyal family, and their, suite. The 
^onarcb has his aparttnent inth^ eoofieied space 
which form^ jthe handle of the gridiron. 

Philip Uf to have chosou this as a pla e 
of retircAicpt^ flie majesty of the sovereign 
might repose under tiie shade of altars, and be- 
E'ome faniilar with the image of the grave; and 
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successors, iaiifating his humility, are con*-' 
Ifiit v.ith tuis ue-t residence. It conuiuini- 
cato- ]»v a s{,i>u .s/ with thp,.Ch|^^.and sacristy,' 
tvhc" ull f’i.-; ■■'ti n.ive coucla ^p^ ^isplaytlicir 
uiae;*'.' Jicenco. 

'! lie. cliMi eu is in the form of a (Srecian* cross, 
iiumountod with a dome. The whole building 
icsts upon piilirS;, perhaps somewhat too unwieldy, 
ill t he substaned of which altars have been form- 
ed. Its architecture is siinpl;e but. miyestic. On 
the vaulted: ceiling 0 \he. doptc, the magic pen- 
cil of Luca Criordano has painted in fresco se- 
veral siibjacts from holy >vrit, and some sa- 
cred allegories. . The high altar, to w hich you 
asceiW by afliglitor twenty steps, contains three 
different orders of arcliitccture, ranged one above 
anothei’, in the form of, a truncated pyramid ; nO 
e.vpence has been spated, in its decoration. Rich- 
;!iess and clcgauGe are united in the tabernacle. 
Its'colurnns are of fbe most cosily marble ; the 
intermediate .spaces are enriched with paintings 
by Oambiasa and PeUegneo TJibaldi- 

theyilyhole Las somcllilng diminutive in its 
appeapn^,.;!^hic>i formsf a contrast with the 
majcs{;|.pf 'the edifice. On . tim'conirary,'s^e 
two mohuthCnfs erected hfergiiaffis rt’ady'bieadti- 
fUtT; t(iey perfectly ‘cqrreslpoiiid;. with the f first 
order, which edpsi^' of flti&d Ooric columns 
On one side is tMl'of itT^arles'V on ^itlicr 
th«t..e)f Philip II. These tv, 0 monaichf-arc re- 
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presented fn the attitude of kneel i Up; and paving 
their to the King of kings. Tliey 

occupy the foi^art of a sort of c hiim])cr, which 
openk towardsApftiiar, and is lined in the inside 
■with black nuir^. These two monuments com- 
bine at once the properties of magnificence and 
solemirity. On beholding tbeu^j a species of re-' 
ligious awe insensibly steals iiqpfjeR ^ou, suggest- 
ing to you the vanity of \vorkdly greatness, and 

■ the abyss in yrhich it is sooner «r latet over- 

wlichned. These reflections ^atcr 

weight, wheii appHed to two tndli'strchs, who 
durijfig their lifetime harassed the universe with 
projects of ambition, and arc no\v. consigned to 
everlasting repose, by the only law whosAnan- 
dates they could not disobey. 

The two altars.^biuing to the high altar, are 
those of the Anirunciation and St.>Jerome, which 
have beauties of a different kind, which can .be 
relished only by devotees and goldsmiths. ■ Two 

■ large doors, upoh which are twoindiflerent paint- 
ings bj Lucas Cambiaso, expose to ^thie dazzled 

yeye ah ihnuensc quantity of rcltes^l^p^rved in 
,Xhi$0s ,:Of silver and vermUion, audjl^clfed vritb 
jiroci^''4toaes.,, ;Yp«:arc likewise'i^l^'h:i large 
^'i^wrcncc efa; solid ‘silver, oii bosom of 
whicli arc s^^jof. thc spml^ of that martyr, 
which his dMcipfe&tdoabtl^a Oftvcd from the 
flames.^ 

'church likewise contains some good 
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pa-iitini^'s l)v arlis<s of the second oider; hut in 
ihc t\u) ''acii-tu'.. <!)c chef d'xuvres of painting 
aie ci. V .!.'d {uci'dier iu such jpjRifusion as to 
I’llii’ u' (lie li'.'.'-iiu’c; »'}cs of Kj^sofeseilr? ' In 
tilt (iistj Mtiidi ib not well lighted there are 
ihitt by Pa ui Veronese, one b}* Titian, two- by 
I'lntoict one |)y fiubens, and one by Spagno- 
letlo. Theptiiacipal sacristy eontains a much 
irieater number, and would „a!one sutGce to give 
the Escu rial the reputation which it eiijo^^s, 1 
bhall onlytttention such paintiugs as attract the 
aftention*of*sp^talois less ac^UFtonitil to judge 
of the prodactioHs of lut. The most bliiking of 
all is* the paintjng of t lie altar by Claude Coello, 
a Portuguese; it leprescntb a scene w hich look 
place iu this sanies icn',!). Chailes JI., accom- 
panied by the nobles of his court, is represented 
kneeling before the Holy (Sacrament which is 
held by the prior of the ltaonaster> ; he comes to 
make rejiaration for the profanation of a host, 
mangled by impious hands, and avenged by a 
miracle. Unquestionably there me bct(cr.painf- 
iitgs ta the EscUrial, but there is not ofte which 
makes ^’deeper impression on vulgar miqds. 
True coatiojffleurs, and those who have a|Mredi^ 
lection fW great names will a preference <0 
a line Virgin by Guido, to two '-ni^es hy Van- 
dyke, one the "Woman taken ia - Adultery, the 
other St. Jerome nsAed to the middle,, and fvril • 
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ing as , fjrom tbe diftation of an Ang('], whose 
freshness of complexion produce the nios^t ai^ree- 
able cooifast Jrith the sallow hue of the aged 
.sainf ; ' ; 

There isra-^ery large painting hj Tintofet, in 
which the artist has given full scope to the cc- 
ccntj^icity of his imagination, in representing 
the Lord’s Supper., 'rhere are likeinnie an Assump- 
tion by Anuibal Caracci'; several paintings by 
Titian, araoftg wbicji two are conspicuous, one 
representing , "St. Sebastian as largo V life; tbe 
other, Jesus €lirist interrogated by* a ‘doctor of 
the law; three hy. Raphael, ;pii« called the 
PearZ, oil account of its superior e?cellen(!te, re- 
presents a Holy Family, in which , there is a 
grace, A justness of expression, and a correctness 
of design . peculiar to this great master; and a 
Visitation, in which the modesty of the Virgin, 
and hpr eihbarrassinent on appearing before Eli- 
zabeth, with the unexpected aiid evident symp- 
toms of her prcgnaiicys are most admirably de- 
picted. 

. Artists of inferior note have likewise furnished 
contributions towards the decoration «f this sa- 
cristyi,; ■ We-sliali only mention tw;o : thc Cheva- 


lierltl aximci^,^itomanelli. The first has ex- 
hibit^ the of GuidbVfocnts in a painting, 

wht^. Jesds jO]|iri^;^ a disputation with the 
PjliPSi ; and another by Itomanclli, representing 
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A ira:iii in a sitting attitudi’, caressed bj tlie 
iifar.f Jesus arid John the Baptist, possesses all 
t!ic aiu' ejace of Albano’s pencil. 

S' ir.ay be i!..agi!iedj wh bout Jfeiflg cxprcs'slv 
ci J, iliiit this .sacristy; in huge 
ui.iv'eis, the most costly sacerdotiil omanieiits, 

‘ hniideiiersj sacred vessels, &e. which evince the 
i:i !giiilicencc,^ther than the piety of the Spa- 
nish nioitarehSiF'*"' 

The same may be said conceriiing (he Pan- 
theon, tl'ieir sepulchre, to which you desteud hy 
a door, iicf* the passage conducthig from ' the 
church fo the sacristy. .The staircase leading 
into the Paitt^ieon is entirely cervered with' mar- 
ble, as is'alsothat htiiidiiig itself. It is divided 
int .0 several cbambci , each of which is .ippro- 
piiiited to sortie parlicular purposei One is 
called PocMderOj or thh pladfe' (tf putrefaction. 
Here "the bodies of kings and their families 
'are consigned to the first ravages of corruption. 
In another are deposited the bodies of all the 
Spanish princes and princesses who have not 
ascended^the throne. In this apgnst andmielan- 
clioly .aissasmblagc; the rcmauis of the Duke de 
Veod^ine alire deposited, as were those 
de Tureruie kt St. Denis.. Thave ascertained'fiiitii^ 
fact by'^d'oihsulting the registkr;|^f1:hc niouas^y, 
which. ment ions the arriYaFof?lt«ii^ corpse ofi the 
9th September, I7l3i, 

' The real 1 autfaedn"‘is excIuMvcly cons^l^lcd as . 
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fbelastasjlunDf forthp kmg‘« and ({uecn* of Sp c.. 
a dim light illumines this dnllng 
The dcticiepcy/)!’ light is supplied 1)^ a siip^ji, 
lustfo iaspended fiutn tlie cupola, w hid' i- <i>i' 
lighted up on ifXtraordinar j occasntns , laj i-i 
ncrallj a torrli assids the inquisilnc travclioi lu 
.exploring this dnnlb and motionless assi’inhlt ct 
sovereigns. its wavering light jou djsi.pi 
opposite .to the principal entry,'** altar and a 
crucifix of black maihlc, on a pediment of poi - 
phyrv. Tlic whole is in a .style of •mournful 
magnificence. The cases Wlu,ch cemtain (he 
corpses of the kings aud (juoens, are arranged on 
each side of the altar in three rov‘’s, one o\er 
another, in diflerent conipartmen.s formed by 
'line fluted pilasters of raaihle These cases ere 
of bronze, of a simple \cl noble figure. Se\eral 
o/lhcm, still empty, arc ready to open and receive 
their deposits. A salutary yet awful lesson 
which kings have not refused to receive from 
the bold designs of an'ablc architect. 

Philip If. ropqscs in the highest tomb of the 
fpst division, ft was this prince who laid the 
fh'undation of the Pantheon, but it wit$ not com- 
Jileiled .Until fho n ign of Philip IV. It has only 
a lecepldclc to three sovereigns of the 
ittt«eeof r*omboii,* the young k-ng Louis I. who 
ideJ tha iliroue th aftd died the same 

; Queen A«n&lili„ consort of'Cliarles III. and 
himself. Philip V. and bis consort 
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an luioiroil af IKlcfonso ; Ferdinand VI and 
(til II iihai 1 al Madrid, in a couient i^liicb 

t' (\.l 

'i . ii.lidvVi >; Mill Known line, caunut be ap- 
jiiicd (') <1 .>) t m, le of death : 

I f(K out I ttlut tvuif ()i of! iwit Its in/iJtN, 

The r.nage« of aided bv ibe danips^ lui^i 
not '^pan d tlic solid marble. This furnishes 
Ub M ith a twofold les lOn on tlio frailty of man, ho^\ 
exalted soever his coiidibon inaj be, and the pe- 
rishable nature of bi^ \Aorks, which, in his prult*, 
he would fain stamp with the image of imaior- 
tdhty. 

Tbe choir if- ihc mouki> of thc'Elc nrial, is 
abpr e the great door oi' Iho < hurch, and opposite 
to the Ilia h altar Fu sco paiiifmgs, the subject 
of which relate to K Lawienee and St. Jeioine, 
decoiate i(s walls. The pulpit, not svillistaiidiiig 
its uiiwield> dimensions, (inns upon a pi\ol 
with suipiising facility. Behind the choir, a 
masterpiece ol' sculpture arrests 3 our attention. 
It IS a Christ in marble, of the natural sice, and 
executed by Benvenuto Cellini, by wlidb the 
constable de Boiiiboii was killed on the wells of, 
Rome. 

On either side of the clioir,*b^ins a gaJInfy 
which runs along the two Iropts nf /lie church, 
and communicates by four doots with the first 
story of the monastery ; it is intersected by tevc- 
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ral spaces betv4ien the pillars Avhirli contain a part 
<jf the congregation during di\iiie service. Here 
I have often, been deeplv jinpiesscd with those 
devout sentiments with \v!}iih minds, tlie least 
tincm^ifeA* \t4mij |m aticism. aie overpower d on 
beholditog a mystic temple. ‘ Thai of the Esen- 
ri4l, above all others, is apt to inspire soleixu me- 
ditations. The solidity of tliii^ em -iiious pile, 
vVhich hOs alreiidj nourished foi^»iPro « t .ituries, 
and will survive its fo uider wim within its 
walls twenty ra< re ; ihe memory of that haughty 
monarch wi^o for a long tpue ha^l^^ived no 
other honi ige than fpn.eual orisons, whose shade 
^appears, to haunt the gloomy moiycment of his 
fear and piety'; the founds of a hundred voices 
which ru.i.e its vaults r •vcilui ate the praiscf of 
the Eternal: ail tin's imhues a solemnity of 
soul and ainelancttdly which far more pleasing 
ihaii the idh dissipations of the woiid. 

Wemust now lake a survey of the other beau- 
ties contained vvithin the monastery of the Escu- 
rial. On quitting the gallery, which runt alon^ 
ftwo sides of the^church, you traverse a long cor- 
|^Or,‘^'call«d the Hall of Batiks, because some 
’‘^'’ old Spanish combats with the Moors are 
ipDtcd ip fresco. Good accus- 

to adi9GlW^|e iiatmal delineoiiioi^ of tlu 

: 

the ,4aA^reat^»^.' thitt laacble'DaTOilttti;. 
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' i<! lltnr pioportions, TLo fiTbOO 

j ()» ) {.t fill I t < ' "1 ha\'' p k’ !) ^ k ( ti 

’ 1 ( <1 ; I >'■ i i j dew riik“ 

Hi ■ ti\i I . iiolvn i) ended to, and 
. * ‘ iiitK > (!, a b{>(‘ctiit«i Miltlte ^isappoiiit- 
• ! 'Ml if \'iu adiniiV heads full 'of i | ression, 
O’ tlioH lir^e Hill vii'oroiib uu ns of llie bchuol 
o. 111)4 fiMjiiMt ihs 

place nion Ih'tWfjjfue, ip tide, i > belivildilio piin- 
tijul traits iq the life ot <. nr Sai'f)'»r deljivated 
lu p^anlic fipfiire b «’'ie^ to 'I' i 

The passacri t'lili'sniiM lie's tin i"’ iiaiiow 
and daik cd' idors u'' i lU' Ufhet 

in the ait 1 it^'yiure i liie IsaiiriKi is tint the 
principal < . ijspKteed, and < ^ti i ibt* do 

jiot.j rod I e a pu , .-1 ' I f 

Thejioifuo a hM! 'i.d '•laucase ..le only, 
.1 it wcie, actide'da!!^ disto' icd Thcie is a 
\on line 'd i.or c<»ui< oiruneund ■with tArt 


laiii’C’’ of ntades, jii a i>lt at oik c simple and 
, 4 iia)o 4 .< 111 llie centre tlitrc is a small tiniple, 

winch IS, perhaps, the most regulai piece of ai- 
thihrtiirc lobe found rh t^je EiM;uiial; 1 l>ut it^ 


app ars to' have been purpose h conceajt^ 
the 0368 of inquisitive .'ran";' is ^ y 

The great cloitfii li ! nv, epmflu 




<bi& chapl^ 1^ uh 

lerpiecfiflof 

Ti(Stn; one 

C^ililien of Jac^^lillnging to him ittmtaiLr 
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9hthe» of IHi^bfo^ber Joseph, a painting full 
ef«««pres$km'. There is also a Blessed Virgin 
St. Jerome b\ Gueroino, three 
^nd three by Spagnolctto ; 
of Guido ciullcnge 

pi^eular admiration. 

betiW also communicate; 
"^Ili^^oWl^rch of the oM|||^|||p. Ilei e ai t 

noieff^'wOt'hm'by Kapiu^l, iliiPlh>itr|mBses ail 
'^he others >vlj||0Qt excc{)ti^ti.’lie fee ^ auty and 

tbeiSoiipfctiliifef thedo 
o%ii, lia oombiuat^^ of ail the esceb 

idocoa oidtioii^ tbe worj^ of tht^ inip 

niHidile arti^ 4 .*if''have seen bubnoissMltrs cod* 
bwplsdmj^tl^^hd masterpiece withra^tnrou! 
enlhusiu^atid tears of delight ; their extacy not 
^th« loas^i|tiurbad by tbe straoi^ehess oi 
4iNr here you behold tbe Blessed Vir- 
gin, ‘^rooinfanb^susi, St. Joeome m the dfess oi 
a eafdinal reading to them, whilst 

a^l Haptmel u«>hmn preseme (Jlhe be 

%K..wi%1ti- - 

»^sV> ofiU thet! 

^n<itance has gireo 

on del JPiz 

ivable boj 
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it& embellisb^nt; its only (Irfcrt coiM i-i I i.,-: 
surcliArgcd with ornament . Pauull!i.^ ocu p) 
tlrt whole sp^ec left ■vacant I y tlie 1; )<>!.' li 
ol’Daipented v\i h atabi ifi*' v 
and *'figtfres^*l®Ptlie inost part ct)lussal. In K 
Tibaldij the preceptor of Michael Angthn La- 
disfdaified the vigour of Itii poitcili which, Lo^. 
overl degencrlit|j^|n||^ptravnpa>u 

AitlftddM rQs^|H|Pmtoitiou». lu 
itgures al'd'^gtttfiic &nd'&lito|^i^Bl^rous. ''I iu 
fchl^lvfcs cotrh^!SEi|^*'ihe bpofetij^^Wtich ate of co-.tU 
itvood beHij|{fhlh)H^Hcd^ apiieac.dinl^uttve un- 
dfef'tlfc ciSfd^al^'^ldblings of^iluldi. Bcseatli 
Ib^ alre'paiipiiiigs lifi fresco by B^'inlontedClar* 
duc^^h wliifeh.alsd*’l6<ie b\ the cnmuist.i^^he sub- 
jects, tRkc'n'’lffQil^ sacred and profane^iistorj'. 


rets^te the science treated of in the woiks 
i^an^ed op’dh the Hielves ^bo\e them '* Thus l!u 
Jfionnpir.of Nice is delincaied above the books 


tfta^Sg' on^ thi^olc^'; the death of Vrrhiiucdts 
at th^sidge*’of ^tlhs|s w represented above thq|| 
relating to mat&eniatici.* ^ ^ 

1l^'i^ddlfe*“o^ fgbe Kbrary is'%l|||^ svith 
||||||n|pd',f)^6bes. Amongst ^ou 


K iestriairslatu^ 
|i^of solid silve 


Ks, yon 
Rp IV., 
ikpeuted 




prcciou^toiM|t^nd j^ur- 
psl^t^^^pee^ooe d? 

the aheltla>3 
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f >11 remark the poitraits of Charles V., aad of 
Ihv <hue Philip Ins buccessors 00 the SpanUU 
tl” 0, e Let I1 1 pause for a mornw gaijlf ¥ 0 U please, 
\siMi 1 we contemplated^ portnR, of Philip II, 
o< lii'e. ed With u^iah precision hy Ppnteja de la 
Cnu, let us notice bia mclani^l^ pfujl a^tere 
rountenaocej, %c historjr of bU Ufc ip ^ 

pitted. Wi^m^ltpwmr, 'be careful not to 
coHimuoicat^jpl^^ult of our lo th® 

monks who accpu^panj ns ; b® a 

bad recorapeoce for the cmh|% wp.ifOOfitvie at 
their hands.* If any tiavell»|,'^»t hiwwght alopg 
with him prejiidices against ^the Spaniards ip gene- 
ral, hr ag,am‘’^tlV monks in partkufa^ Itlie Jcra- 


nymitclTOf this mon liter v wll r®oo remove all 
his uiifaiourable nnj rcssions. He will presently 
be coiivuieed, that even under the monas^tic habit, 
the Spaniard frequently cpntcals true po|itepe6^ 
and genuitu eordialitjr.' Por tb® ttu|HjOjf ttis 
jASbCition. 1 < ail appeal te'j^p-.Banisib literati, 
Mo «ll^ted the Esenthd' ib 1^3, id order to 
inakei^iegj^^!. there, W 
eutertal^^J.thc'monki, notwithfeta' 
dtircrenipW^Vir manners, the^u' 1 
above all^lben religion.* 

professor at llie 



olden||i\6i 

^yat^ 


enycbei 


r^liquirhCH 
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the coiiTeiit, and all the ir w ants 
wor^ sopplied ss ith the most liberal hospi<ali<>. 
AU #fe lieMim of the libran were thrown 
opett^'to iheiO^iMl spent tv^o^ niontlis in 
examining and making exta£|f ftoin all the ina- 

tbdr 'Curiosity The 
rhiHItlllti thril^if^rii n<jiiffi |p|||j^;,p ce>sion were 
MOiie itanuscripts 

the pukk^^^ibin some 


extiweis % -tlassir)^ in two 

far fi4ili iUmnpletiBg 

... 4 ..j' i k*. ^ ^ ^ 




Qo© monks of J^c Gtcnriil *8 

ea^jilgedliifMsi^aW liis w ^, • 

are no^ dcpo&iflpw the 
gteal''^lk|lpii^ wl)^ il open every tmatning anfi 
eveaing^knr^ the voudence of %<eiurt at the'* 
in a hali, always kept 

A^|l*^‘si*da*|rab»^etW'fi^ to which all 
■ *.wiserlli^4f beamish orthodoxy 
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ban i !>heil. This ball is buag nMUid with the 
traits of Spaniards who have d)8liftg:ui8hed.theia- 
selvcs in science -and 
more numerous thaa 
suppose. 

On yoi]Tmtraiiciii^4te4k>mi^^ 

the wrong win||Hp^eir;Aitli^^ 
edge of.'i^ 

inquiitd'lni* 4^ <si^h 

appears - aoMewfaai aipg^ir. 

.Arias Moilitaojis> a.d^arnfed/3j^i!i||j|HPd'|^^^^ 
tehiith century, -^^hose .Idsras^ £hstc^ 

4a^on*t<^iM. oK^ Estmr^^ ||[^.ariW9ged^> 
insmheipB fais books after 
ppobably a^eared io hifn%i 0 W^ OoWnfMliinis 
'^sition; ttet.Jiie bad fiu]ii)N}uenUy;i^rtmdu^^ 
his own laelhod at t^ £iM}^ial:, .wi^l^j^ 

llllpr books. This eiNplaaid^i^i^ 

tlNj|himsicalrhKiiadair‘aitl»individoal^s^ 


even wi 




,j[B m^ii}g:.to/'tbe 

cloistof^^j^^^? ag^a|jlitl.y ' sur^r. 

hiM A i^^‘vw>svaBi 


• M 

\::-hW 

, VjiwJ-.''--.. ; :' .■■•■■^*;-''' ; , <■' 
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;*.35^|Uc' Glry of .Titian', either on account of 
because it represents Charles V. 
Wn r). tiliiilT' * participation of cc- 

lestiaf gtory|pl^h«i/|®M^ of the principal 


. *-i_ inns 




such ;asr a Descent 
^^^MftCi^iiii^^JSnoliitto i/^jarge pa^tipg 

of iTic most stri 


si^eces. 


la- 


another sipXoue 
^;, 4 i>l«icliAgrpupof ^j|ecal martyrs fi 
’2^Iin a si^pi^. attrtSle iround the 

Jr"the1^p^#,^ici‘ contaii^thij 

tiBiS; . i?'Ss;^^«tapartnici^^l 

to ^ 

««t 

:h inary orders of M wi t blit by 
death ';it’n 

attri- 
j^ m l m i^yera* 
jps^ father. 
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\to this tragedy, which brands the memory of ita 
holi) fottmhi v\j(h infamy 

I should iic'rer conclude, were I to enter into 
a nuiiutc deta 1 of all the remarkable paintings 
< out. lined wdhni the Esrurial.' Those who de- 
Mie a more d» tailed catalogue of the curiosities 
of tills monastery, may consult the description 
s-iveii by fatbi^^ymCnes, one of the monks resi- 
dent here, an#tdito the, work of the Abbe Ponz, 
an intelligent amateur, leccntly deceased, who 
has published a tour of Spain, in seventeen 
volumes, *one of .which is wholly occupied with 
a description *oi tlie Escuiurl. What I have al- 
ready ^said nidj'^flice shew my readers that it 
chiefly o^|f8 it^ io))ut<ftiuii to its collection of 
paintings,* that if it were stiipjped of this valu- 
tible poilion of i(s treasi.ies, or that if the court 
did not annually display its magnificence here, 
it would be nothing more than a prodigious con- 
vent, more icinarkdblc for its etioimous bulk and 


sive proportions than the elegance and mag- 
tenc^of its decorations. Two of its sides are 


skirted by a narrow terrace, which commaMt a 
very extensive but monotonous view of th^^co^h* 
try towards' Madrid. The Abbe de V^yradf^i 
Colmen^' trike very particulj^r^dtice W'its inM 
raense pajdi.; fof: ttiy j>art, I 
in the environs# the EsCii^'Wbt thlnlyV^^ ^ 
tered woJAm, full iwKII lioi^secfed With 

meadow% which till/wdly and iNKwIn 


VOL. I 
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iritb deer^ Imt tbere ii no walied enclosure, bq 
park properly so called, and nothing exhibiting 
that character of pomp and grandeur by wbiHi 
you might be ^jri^ed of your approach to a 
royal babitationf 

From the terrace you deseepd by a flight of 
iteps to a garden, wb«dt^ is ^either large, ele- 
gantly laid out, nni: carefH% en^ated. At one 
^ of this terrace is an, oiithd^V adjoining to 
the principal edifice, but of much more elegant 
architecture. Behind it communi$at#r with a 
new building parallel to the principal front of 
the convent, and destined for the’ repeptimsof 
the Infantas. 

This ^ifice, being situated the fitnt olthe 
mountains, and opposite to the defiles thtQUg^ 
which the winds rush with violence, contributelh 
in some measure to assuage their impetuosity, 
but cannot altogether prevent their being sen- 
sibly felt, especially during the season when the 
court resides at the Escurial. They are ^ 
more troublesome as they blow in the die^cl^onnl?' 
IhendHh&ont.'and^^weep the oblong i^aee which 
i^parates this wing from the habitations allotted 
% Ipie minudeis and part of the o%f!i|, ftwl which 
'‘yoU4i|dohligod to Cf oss in going fro'm thoviHage 
If Vre wer| tp C| 0 H|ifce nc- 
||utragef^^iq^^ pot only 
arrest fool stp^r, nay 

ft||^|^wtliemtn^<gQ;||g^|j|yomcti^^ they 
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attack carnages drawn tfft before the palace with 
fcyth violeiice, that they sefBettmes remote theM 
from (licir places, and drive them to a great dis- 
ta>H e 1 hate not witaessedf tfliy of these miracles 
dunog nij d liferent jowmejs to the Escurial. Iti« 
however triie, tlhlt tiwaadoes frequently rage ic 
.a passage called leading from the village to 

the royal etmunttt Iileirder to render it less in- 
convenient f» fodt passengers, a suhterraneou! 
corridos' has been introduced nnderneath, vault- 
ed with hewn stone, which is called la Mena, 
where tr^vellers-going to, or returning from the 
palace, may^id/deflance fo ♦!» fury of the ele- 
ment^, and lav»^ at tK/blast of Boreas^ howling 
over their beads. Tt was first projected by Don 
Jayme Massones, a Hpanisif ^^randee who was 
ambassador in l^’rance, and had been at the con- 
gress of Aix-la-Chapelle , and has acquired him 
a species of cdebiii) at a cheap rate. 

The situation of the Escurial render the cir- 
''Stamjaeent walks v ery ragged ; you may wander 
' hbvrever with pleasure in a valley between tlie 
south front and a moimtaia wKch priyecis its 
steep and woody peak. The unejwff graded 
brings aeW prospects before you 
and aeo^atestbe fell of sev«^^i^iVnIets* 
meandn^ tlic.ffidve^. 

choly stenfe- wfi|[stj^’l&llft^*IW 

distant ^ rustling^ of 

trees, agtlsded and Iqfiig:' 
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of deer, which during their rutting time are rest- 
less, and continually roving about beneath thejit 
shades. This valley is continued by a gradual 
descent from the Cazin of the Infant Don Ga- 
briel, to that whicb the present monarch caused to 
be built V, hen he was prince of Asturias. These 
two little villas have been fitted up internally in 
a stjlc of splendour, which their simple outside 
does not teach us to expect. That called the 
prince’s contains the choicest and most finished 
productions of the art of the statuary, gilder, and 
cabinet-maker. Charles IV. had likewise formed 
there a vast collection t)f painting^i, ^any of which 
both on account of their >i,ubjectA^nd their mag- 
nitude are certainly raispl^c'eir*‘ ^n this pretty re- 
treat. Such, for instance, are the large heads of 
the apostles, the grave ma'-ler-pieccs of Spagno- 
Ictto, whose pencil seems to have been dedicated 
exclusively to penitentiary subjects. This dimi- 
nutive palace would have been moie suitably em- 
bellished had- it retained only some beautiful land- 
scapes, some copies in miniature of the best pic- 
tures at Madrid, apd two sea-piccesby Vernet, of 
which Lewis XV I. made a present to the prince 
of who had expressed a wish to pos- 

S^s^^P^St Oi^of tlic performances of that great 

likevv ise embellislted with 
Ibis {^^ii^^piihpeis of a dbinet, the dimen- 
sions of^ aent hicp t^y'the prince. All 

Sk^al4k|ihl| <bt|U^ive of the un- 
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rivalled talents of this painter, and those who do 
ijot know that they were ordered in 1783 , will 
t/ake (hem for the productions. of his best time. 

The villa of the Infant Don Oabriel, who be- 
fjue.irljed it to his brother, Don Antonio, is 
greatly inferior in' size and decorations to the for- 
-uier. You lil^|wise observe here, what you 
would'admir^'^ore in another place, several clief 
d'xtivresoi the ^ave* Spagnoletto, especially a 
St. Peter, replete with truth and expression ; but 
you are chiefly delighted with two enchanting 
heads, full of gtacc and sweetness, the one by, 
Correggio, ^ie 'other btf Murillo. The Infant 
Don. Gabriel, wio co mbined the knowledge of 
a critic with the zeal of an amateur, who not 
onl^ patronized but also him^lf cultivated the 
,arts, furnished one of the cabinets of his little 
mansion with drawings by the greatest masters. 
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CHAPTEll VIII. 

JPaiacf at Madrid. Bum Betiro. Sketch of the 
three lait Reigns. Walk on the Prado. Bo- 
tmical Garden. Cabimt cf Natural History, 
Academy ^the Fine Arts. Plam Mayor. 

We mu&t now take leave of the moiintainsj the 
rooks, and soleoui beauties of the Etcuiial, iu 
order to prosecute our jijurney tosM^dr id, along 
an excellent read which )sasscs tl^ough the joiost 
sandy region that is to be toutid in Europe. As 
you descend the hill, on which the monaltery is 
situated, you cross a small forest of ash-trees 
(fresnero Jvihich exhibits seieial charming points 
of view. During the reign of Charles III., you 
were gratified with the spectacle of oxen, horses, 
and vast herds of deer grazing together on this 
spot, without being alarmed by the rattling o^ 
earrings. The plan adopted by Charles IV. 
has diminished theii numbeis, and rendered 'them 
]|i)dr<tiihnid. In crossing the forest, you have a 
j^lnnplis'of soine ponds, through the trem^ which 
lulfh Ipl tiibct Farther on- a solitary 

dwteQin^^lrili^lini nsjp^lnin to traveyers who ha\e 
lost theirWay^ifet ll.a fanuj-hpuse, belonging to 
E8cnria|);y|r||pj|e opulence, not- 
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^vithsfdndiii" their politeness, is, methiilks, 
alnost a '•ubjcct of envy. A calculation dra^h 
fioin authentic soutces, estimates their annual 
ren ( uucs at seven hundred thbusmid livres. 

t)n leaving this forest, you sefe no more trees 
till ^ou approach the Man^anares. This smt^ll 
liver runs at some distatiOe under the heights on 
which Madrid ii situated ; it is almost shallow 
enough in all parts ti/ ho forded by carria^s. 
It has, however, two large bridges, one at Se- 
govia, and the other at Toledo. It was jocose- 
ly observed, concerning the first built by Phi- 
lip II., thati<hj)S fine lyiidge wanted nothing 
but a river. Uv'wcve both epigram .and pa- 
negyric are mi‘'place*d here. These dispro- 
poi tinned bridges occui v^fy frequently iu 
Spain, and may be accounted for in a vefy ra- 
tional manner. Spam is intersected ih almost 
every direction by langes of mountains, tiLe 
lUhiniits of which, notwithstabding the heat of the 
dlimate, arc frequently covered with snow. The 
brooks and rivcis running doWn^thCir sidps, are 
gencially vety shdlUiw on accbiiutof tha fittquant 
irought in the provinces through ftcy 

pass, but when swolii by copj^ui taiicf, or 
1 sudden melting of the supwa, iibda STd Wrtt-' 
uderably aolari^^, becauig^^t^’d^ih a 
ind th«y garry ffldng with 

sand. In Ifie* dittiihtiUbs Of ^he 

bridges, the ar4^lbY(»^nBeqamrtIy|||^J^^ 
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for such emergencies^ although tlip} arc not fie* 
quent. Their solid construction is meant /to 
withstand a sudden swell of the ri\er, and thoir 
a| ’S" nth disproportionate length to oli .i.dt (he 
incouvouience which might arise fioiu an inun- 
dation. ought not to tax whole nations 

withfolljj because we cannot, at first •i./lit, dis- 
cover the reasons of certain customs or regu- 
lations. t 

Madrid has a good appearance, when ap- 
proached on the side of the Escuria}. (Scepl.V. ) 
After ha^piig passed the Maii^anares, we prose- 
cute our journey out a fine roan planted with 
trees, which leads to Pi'ltdo, aJlToyal seat within 
two leagues of Madrid, tviToFe the court usually 
resided two or three inomh>< during the reign of 
Charles III. but which i*. now oiils visited by 
his sucocssor at stated times for the convenience 
. df hunting in the woods w liich encoinp.ass tlu\ 
gloomy palace. The road runs for some time 
along the banks of the Man^anarcs, and on.the. 
opposite shore you behold la Casa del Campo, an 
ancient villa of the Spanish monarchs, w hich has 
been rather neglected by the present dynasty. 

• The gate of San Vicente, which forms the en- 
|j;a|icn onihis^ide, is new, and built in a good 
tldvance afterwards by A -steep ascent 
rtlNflMplii: i^ace, which stands detached 

' ppon an'6^iia^iice, without % terrace, a park,, or 
fii, girden, and bears a, greo^jcei^blanoe to a ci- 
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fkdci. iliaii to the habitation of one of the most 
po\Aerriil inonanhs in the Universe. But, on a 
> e.uci ir\c}, >oijr opinion of this palace Mdll be 
gi( .iihangod. It is of a square form ; spacious 
po. 1 . os cuc'ui.pasbtheicner court. Theofficesand 
apartments assigned to the principal persons at- 
iui hed to the court, oceup) the ground floor. 
'V ou ascend by an elegant marble stair-case, the 
balustrade of which is highly ornamented. The 
royal apartments arc of the most magnificent di- 
mensions. The hall in which the throne is 
placed, denominated el sedon ie Ion retjnos, ex- 
tort? admiration 'even frojli those who have seen 
the gallery at A Tsaille t Tiepolo, a X‘'”^tian, 
has depicted the dilfereht costumes of the Spanish 
niorfi»rehy on the ceiling Beautiful va.se.s, little 
statues, and antique busts arc ranged on all the 
tables. Almost all the furniture is of Spanish 
inamifacture ; the mirrors, peihaps the largest in 
Burope, and the glass of the windows came from 
^t. Ildefonso. The tapestry was made in a ma- 
niifactory near the gates of Madrid. The va- 
rious quarries of the pcnuieula furnished the 
marble for the tables and walls. The next apart- 
ment is the dimng hall of his majesty. Mengs 
has transfused all the grace and jegt^rgies of his 
pencil into* the gods and goddesses of Olympdf' 
painted on the cmling. During, the the 

tapestry is reraosed, and these apartments ^re 
hung with large p<»4t1aits of Philip II., of Phi’ 
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lip in. and liis consoft ; of the Count Duke dc 
OHtarez, all five oii hofsebat k, painted by A clas- 
quez, and those of Wiilip V. and Queen Isabelia 
Fafnesc, by ChaiJefc Vanloo. It is not requisite 
to be a connoisseur, ift qtdet to remark the supe- 
riority of the former oVet the latter. The ele- 
gant proportions of the charger of Phili]) the 
fourth, the attitude and the life which seems to 
anima*" his whole body, aie truly adtnirable. 

From this apartment you pass to the audience 
chamber of the monarch. The Apotheosis of 
Hercules, painted onj the ceiling, is One of the 
masterly performances of Mengs. The Annun- 
ciation, 'his last piece, 'ii^‘'ll^vhich bp ’Wats em- 
ployed at Rome, when a premature death de- 
prived the fine arts of this great painter, hashceu 
deposited in this hall. The Virgin has a rcraaik- 
able sweetness and modesty of expression ; but it 
were to be wished, that the physiognomy and at- 
titude of the angel Gabriel wjrc more suitablcrtp 
his mission. There is also a painting in jljjlft. 
ball, ccalled the Homage of the Shepherds, if 
the same .master, which is a very fittisfaed piece, 
tif grace and expressioo. His works formed 
tile tllfifr ornament of the bedchamber of Cbar- 
who took particular delight in the pro- 
duOtli^ this great painter. . There is, in par- 
ticular, i ibst admirable Descemfrom Ote Cross, 
wl^ch coooohNieaGrri consider as his master-piece. 

** contemplating 
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The expressive sorrow of the beloYed disciple^ the 
sublime attitude of the Virgin, whose uplifted 
eves implore bea^eu for some alle?iation of her 
unspeaketbio anguish, and the mildhr but not less 
moving alllidmn of Magdalen, whose beauty 
is not impaired by4be graeral grief which she- 
shares ; and lastly the body of Christ, which the 
Chevalier Azara, an intimate friend of the author, 
and an excellent connoisseur in paintings, could 
never sufficiently admire, on account of the na- 
tural expression, the divine character, and the 
beauty of the fleshy which Mpngs has taken care 
jK)t to exhibit, Lke most other painters, mangled 
and shrtink by long epo^.’nued sufferings. * 

The chdiwbcr adjoining to the hall of the 
throne is full of master-pieces of the Italian 
school. Among more than a dozen capital paint- 
ings by Titian, you distinguish a Venus blind- 
folding Cupid ; and its counterpart, the subject 
ofurldch, a group of two beautiful women, with 
a vi^lltrior standing between them, is also to be 
foimd in the French museum ; a Venus at her 
^ toilet ; a Sysipbus ; a Prometheus ; but above all, 
the picture Of Adam and Eve, which has a 
coonterpart the copy executed by Rabeiis, wbieb, 
however, in the opinion of M«i^*on(y-isryes 
to render the tnimilable e£rcelldtt 0 »filthi!^ 
more coaspisttous. 

In the same apartment you sea likewise gratis 
fied with the sight |^tiWO pamtings by 
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ronese, of several bj Bassano, a Judith by Tin- 
toret, and in a contiguous chamber ^ou behold 
some by Giorda&o, and one by Spagnolctto. 

The next tipartoient is likewise furnished with 
paintings. Wc shall only mention two capital 
performances by Velasquez, one representing 
Vulcan's forge, the other a Spanish general re- 
ceiving the keys of a town. 

In the adjoining chambers, amidst a multitude 
of pictures by the first artists, you remark the 
Homage of the Kings by Rubens, and a Christ 
bearing the Cross bytRapha.'l, two pieces which 
are alone cquivalen»4.to a .valuable collection. 
Into the first, Rubens ha s. {£ }' n -.fused all the magic 
of his pencil, all the riduu ssof his draperies, and , 
all the magnificence of hi> composition. How 
admirably is the majestic air of one of the IbreC 
kings depicted ! Ills carriage, attitude, and re- 
tinue, appear to announce that he is delegated 
by the universe to congratulate its divine authofi 
upon an event of the greatest importance to Jhc 
human spccifs. But how truly affecting Snd 
sidrlimc, is the expression which animates thc^ 
fainting of Raphael ! The Saviour of the world 
jsiRkjng beneath the pressure of his cross, rather 
ihfth fibjtt bfihis grief, preserving in the midsi of 
his ^j^qutqrs Who overwhelm him with abuse 
and der^jl^ tnost admirable composure and 
serenity, which^' pf jtself, iqight suffice to disarm 
Cruelty ; regardless own sufferings, 
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-ftut adiniiustcriiig consolation to his afflicted mo- 
ther, who strives to mollify the rage of his per- 
sccntoi «, attended by a retinue of wpmcn bewail- 
ing his fate. The impression prhducpd by these 
two grand compositions^ diverts our attention 
from several pieces by Titian; Vandyke, nay. 
even from some by Raphael himself, and two mas- 
terly performances by Correggio. 

The apartments formerly occupied by Maria 
Josephina, sister to his present majesty,* contain 
an assemblage of paintings .of a different kind; 
this is the profane'part of tic palace of Madrid. 
In an anterior Iiall," you bclnHd with interest an 
ioMtatign of the manner otTlubens by Giegrdanp, 
j^;who has represented fliat*artist engaged upon the 
portrait of a princess, several voluptuous paint- 
ings by that master of the Flemish school ; a com- 
■ bit of gladiators, in which you recognize the 
energy of Laiifranc's pencil ; but above all, a 
.capital piece by Poussin, the subject of which 
fpima a striking contrast with the devout chef 
;d’»uvres we have just noticed. Tliis is a dance 
^iFprmed by a group of nymphs around the .stafue 
;^bf the god of gardens. The diversity^f ^^iy 
attitudes, eqiially graceful and exp|e|siye,i^^; 
elegance of their shape, and the;,be^y pf their' 
forms, depict .the pleasyres of youth, and lovfe; 

* This infant diad in 1803, uhiveAaliy regretw 
. count of the wipplicity of her manner^; and her amiable dispti^ 
sicion« 
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The pakce of Madrid is entirely new. The 
former palace, occupied by Philip V. having 
been consumed by fire in 1734, that prince was 
desirous to haV>e itf^ebuilt in the same place. A 
Piedmontese architect presented a raagniticcul 
’ plan, the model of which is preserved in a neigh- 
bouring building. Philip V. startled at tlic 
magnificence of. the design, adopted a more 
simple plan, which, however, proved equally 
expensive in the execution, aUd is not yet finish- 
ed. For more than tyvelve years 'past, they have 
been employed in bul'ding twd additional wings 
to the palace, whicl\will give it a less massive 
appearance, but will likewise hide tlm prjncipll 
front. 

On your way to this front, you traverse a 
large irregular place, at the extremity of wbirih, 
is, the armeria, or arsenal, comprizing a collec- 
tion of ancient and foreign arms, disposed in fine 
order, and preserved with great care. ' Tlmifir- 
mdur of the ancient American warriors is dldiie 
worthy of attention than the wrought arn^r 
set .Wiph precious«tones, or the complete suit of 
sdiQe of the kings of Spai% and in par- 
Ferdinand. The persons who ex- 

kopinioD, are 
die luperior 
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. lubil these curiosities never fail to gi^e the tra- 
veller a special detail of them alh a.id if he even 
be a rieiiclunan, they would on no account omit 
slu w ing him the sword wqro FranCiS I at 
the I i*<le of Pavia. ’ 

Tl'c kings of the Austrian dynasty seldom rc- 
•tided ill the palace bordering upon the Man^a- 
nares, and the site of which is occupied by the 
new palace. They spant the greatest part of the 
year at a villa sit uated on an eminence at the 
other end of th^f^own, Vj^hich was denominated 
Buen'i&diro. For tlCig vida Philip V. conceived 
an extraordinary partiality .' .After the destruc- 
tion of the old palace, (he Rciiro was his sole re- 
sidence at Madrid ‘uiiftl the period of his death. 
It was likewise the only palace of Ferdinand VI., 
and Charles III. pa.s>.cd the first years of his feign 
at this place, to the no s nail dissatisfaction of 
his queen, Amelia, a Saxon princess, who was 
constantly contrasting the magnificent landscapes 
i^^aples, which she had left behind her, with 
’^e barren regions. Never had a royal resi- 
dence less the appearance of a palace thiq^ Buen 
Retiro. U is a very irregular buildn||^)’ai4'‘*ttX'’ 
Mbits nothing majestic in any one of 
It comprehends, however, a loifg^|t^‘of 
ments, which at a snudl 1)^ fiade 

commodiofis. The gardo»i^(’yi^i®h*i|p^!OVer- 
look are ill supplied w!i(lt''V|i^i'iA^ ruiamis 
condition, and serfO af pressepf for a public walk 

V/’O’f " 
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In the=p gardens, however, there are some sia- 
fuss deserving (he attention of inqui^ilivc travel - 

lers; for instance, that of Charles V. tKimplin" 

it 

^iipon a moHSt^i supposed to be the 

emblem of heresy) but above all, an equestrian 
statue of Philip IV'’. executed by Peter Tacca, 
an able Florentine statuary'(See Plate VI). The 
palace of Retiro likewise contained a great num- 
ber of valuable paintings, the best part of 
■which have been removed to the new palace. 
The apartment called u'he Caso^t is remarkable 
for the maunificenee olivts decorations, aod^espe- 
cially for its veiling, on which" Luca Giordano 
has giveq an allegoiital representation of the in- 
stitution of the Older of thfc Golden Fleece. 

We shall onl) mention two other paintings in 
this palace: one of them represents Philip Y. 
advanced in 3 ears, seated be>ide his consort, and 
surrounded by his children. The decorations of 
the apartment in this picture by Charles Vanloo, 


are overchaigod. Idie brilliant colouring 
the mi'iiiturc makes the fig’uies appear dull. Wc 
cannotj, however, remain unconcerned spectators 
a$s^hly of princes and princesses, who 
baw^i^d, a conspicuous part on the theatre of 

less remarkable fpr the me- 
rits 6 £ than for the scene it delix- 
' nejites. it.is%^iiW^|l, representation of the last 
solemn „4uto-da-fe.%etd in 1680, iq the Plaza 


^ is 
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’Mav<ir at Madrid, in the presence of the whol. 
CO. Hi orrii.ules II. The balconies aro ceow^lw 
■wiUi s|,cc<ators, attracted by spothes tf piou: 
to. oMh. The fremund6|& tribunal appear 
elevated in the middle of the square. The 
jiitlj^-es there await their victims, who with hag 
gaid and disfigured countenances, being dressed 
out in the emblems of their punishment, epprrtach 
to hear their doom. Some are attended by 
monks, who ad/tri.'?5t<Y their last exhortations ; 
others are seeil^ stas^ei la g and fathting on the 
step^df the tiihVnal!^ /». number of .omv re- 
flections overwhelm the mind of ;l,e spectator. 
Lefus tu.n our p* es fiom this tieii.ehdous pic- 
ttire, and fix them upon more atri ce.ilile objects. 

The tiu'iitre of the Retiro is in a g(>od state of 
repair: the pit is ^mall, but pianeed with much 
taste. The thoatie, whieh is very spacious, 
opens ?il (i.e fuiiher oxtiemii) upon the gardens 
ofthe palate, with which it stands onalcvel. This 
'^equently affinrdcd an opportunity of heighten- 
ing the ethct of theatrical illusion, by extending 
the view to an immense ‘distadee, and peimitting 
the display of troops of cavalry, jfeut all these 
illusions are vanished, the house is Ibrsaken, its 
decorations aie mouldering ip tlfi^dust; 'apdthis 
theatre, which, durfng the* rdgn ot Fj^rdinand 
VI. re-echoed with the mo^ harmonious sounds, 
is now doomefl to moumfjcil blence, whiclf for 
r3 
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‘ tiki space of seven j^ears, lias not been inlerruptcd 
nTore <l’an Ihrirc. 

Such are the revolutions of courts, accoHlinE: 
to the taste and capj^ of their sovereign. I'hat 
of Ferdinand VI., magnificent and fond of dnei- 
sious, had naturalized in Spain the fairy sceiu"> 
of the Italian theatres, under the direction of 
Farinelli the musician, who owed to his talents 
the extraordinary favour wliieh be enjoyed, and 
which excited no murnnirs; IxTausc he ne^er 
abused it. Under Ch^lcs'| III./ Euterpe and 
Terpsichore lost their iu^lu'cncety. This monarch, 
more simple in his manners, more uniform in his 
tagte, indhferent to profane pimisements, baiifsh- 
ed (hem from his abode, and eonfined hispatron- 
age to the dumb arts and .sciences. A stranger 
to lo\e, and equally in'>ensible, during a reign 
of thirty years, to friendship, if we except the 
Marquis Squilaci, who had well nigh cost 
him dear, and Pini, an Italian ^alct dc chara- 
bre, who only acted an obscure and inferior'.*^ 
part, he had „not one professed favourite ; 
and' bei^ fortified *by superstition against the 
•'!««» sense, he jiassed twenty-nine 
^life without cither a wife or a rais- 
tre4^^^*Wampb perhaps without a parallel in 
the bisti^ j^bertfhes were constrained 

to disgmsc thek,is&ti^cnls in order to obtain ac- 
cess^to the tbrcTOj .and never waS a court less 
noted for gallantry tnapthc court of Charles III. 
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Tlial of Charles IV. is of a complexion less 
ajislcrc lhau that of his fatherj and is b} iio4nba^s 
iiiiiitiral to pleasures, but ciijojs them' wirlrdut 
'how ; and if the system of J^vouritism prevails 
h( u , it is however very ven^t,^ i)ecausc it is nia- 
nifeded with dignity, it is exercised with gene- 
.roo’<>, and creates as little discontent as possible. 
Th is court is, in one particular, more popular 

than the three former,, because the royal favour 

‘Uf • 

is chiefly bestowed ypon Spaniards ; and the 
queen, althougVa nativ'.of Italy, has for a long 
time ajJiyJtcd tho^uiiiio^. sentiments; whereas, 
in the three former reignsj courf favour was al- 
nioslj entirely in the hands of foreigners. This 
circumat&ncc alone would sufiice to counteract a 
TevoJutiSifi, which some other nieasilres might 
appear to foment. Lastly, in onler to conclude the 
parallel of the four reigns of the house of Bourbpn, 
in Spain, fur we say nothing of that of Louis I. 
which did not last a year, we may aflirm that 
tjicy present us with a very rare picture of an 
ui^iuterrupted succossiou of four kings jiot en- 
dow'ed with any shining taleijts, Ubt distinguish- 
ed for their probity, their humanity, tthd' sin- 
cere piety; who have perhaps not 
stowed their favours with di'scerhitieiC^tll&yi^' 
at least, never wilfully doue w'rdn|^. 

Withid. the circuit of 'dip'^rdeiif ^Buen 
'Rctirb, is a china manuteJ^itdt^yrtQylliich' every 
person has hitherto been %,Bie(i "‘access, lliis 
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prohibition is doubtless owing to a wish that ihia 
jD^iiii^ac'oryj which has not .yet protluci d any 
fiuiwfwl specimens of art^ may silently make ad- 
vances t()\^ard& pea^tiouj before its pru('.'Kt,< n- 
are exposed to thUview of the ciiruui-. 1 le v 
are only to be seen in the royal palace, and at 
some .Italian courts, to which they have been s-nt 
as presents. Charles III. tacitly acknov^lettged 
the superiority of the FrencliviTOanufaetures of 
this description, by extlnd uig the coiut of Ver- 
sailles from any share in, h's donMious, although 
the latter for a considej-''ol<j ’ time pu»etually 
transmiUed every year some of the finest speci- 
mens of ^he manufactory of Seves to the princess 
of Asturias. Louis XV. had <Vtabli-.hed>this cus- 
tom from a partiality to hi« grand-daughter, and 
bis successor did not think it right to discontinue 
the practice. 

In the same edifice in which this china manu- 
factory is established, people arc employed, w ith 
the most profound secrecy, in preparing cortaKR 
articles of inlaid work, hithcito but little known 
in Europe. <?euciully speaking, the Retiro, its 
api^tfiMNsts, and gardens, are almost entirely for- 
court ; but Charles 111. made great 
iB|i|^l^pnts^t|ikit6 environs. 

ikiai commands a vietv of the 

fashioaah^^Hr||fcipfi4he.Rrado, so longpelebrated 
in die novels compositions of Spain. 

This renown has cheaply bought ; forjthe 
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|>!a<'e was foimcrly in itself of little consegpence, 
but <l(>ri\pd it*' reputation from ha» iiipj/W^n the 
upon mIiicIi several remarkable sc<’nesiiave 
bei'ii exiubi.ed. The proi4pit|r of the i alace, 
the ‘.ha'i^ retreats, nay eve« tbe* inequality of (he 
£;iounds were propitious to intrigues, and also 
to pel lions rencounters. But Charles III. "has 
transformed it into a maguiliccnt walk, which 
may be freqiieolcd with safety and satisfaction at 
all seasons of tfie ye<it partly by levelling the 
ground and plajitiiig i^v ith trees, and partly by 
illarft'\-.ating lbc?\ai'c\»; by «dornmg it with 
fountains and st«,<uct, some of which, for ex- 
am^sle that of Cybele, aic etccutid lu | >cry fine 
style, i-ltt occu,>.islhe sp<Ace of half a league, 
ail'd forms part of th^* interior of the city. Somo 
of the pniieipal slieets terminate here.. That 
Alcala, one of ilic most spacious streets in Bu-- 
rope, crosses it, and then runs along the gardens 
of the Ret 111 ), and finally terminates at a gate of 
^tthe same name, which, although rather heavy, 
is however one of the finest monuments of the 
metropolis. 

From every quarter, the citizens cctlfyd t© the 
Prado, both on foot and in carriages^ 
getber, and, under the shudd 
hale a italbbrioug ai% attcm^iiW^ ' 4^ters 

of the fountams,' and 

exhalations of the assem- 

bled here are sometime(b|ilidtgiou8. 1 havp be- 



248 


MODEKN STATE 


licldji processioa of four or five hundred ca - 
ria^es,’ (Sivai.eing in Ihcgrealest order, and 
I’ounded L> an inmionse inultihide of pedei'ii- 
ans, a ‘'ifi.ht indica^itig at once great wealt!. and 
a numerous popMa|i‘6itj but which would la' still 
more gratifying, if the equipages displayed more 
taste and diversity. In the room of that motley 
variety of apparel and head-dresses, which in 
other public places of Europe, agreeably diver- 
sify the scene, \ou ouh -d^iold on foot at tbe 
' Prado, women drq|5sod iv an '^uniform style, 
muffled up in long rcils.'-'dacli. or whiteyni^hich 
conceal part of their face-. ; men, for the 
most part'’ wrapjHsd up in huge cloaks of a dark 
colour; insomuch that the Prado, 'however 
beautiful it maybe, stems, iu a peculiar seii'p, 
to be the p.iradc of Castilian gravity. 'I’his is 
more especially con^piemuis t very evening; when 
the first solemn sounds of the invade the 

cars of the pedesfriaii'-, they instantly uncover 
their heads, make a sLu.den stop, as if arrested by » 
some invisible hand, abruptly breaking off the 
most tender discoutst-, and the most serious dis- 
cussljonsji ,in onlcr to devote a few nrinutes to 
pl^^r. Woe hetiue the profane individual who 
shdhlii.i^are to'4isiul'h this hallowed interval of 
silcncfe, which''impiety may<j>crhaps dferidc, but 
which never fails tO tnake' an awful impression 
even U’^ oil a'phffoi^liliic observer. The prayers 
of the augclus being the company resume 
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<lieir walk, and ilic conversation is bo^un afresh. 
\ whole pcopl^ha^e just worshipped thei’ 
tor, liiidcr the tauop_y of the hca\cns. y\ what 
< on'((jU(‘ucc j-> it whether th^ 3larv of- 

lu'iatcit as a i.iediatrix on t^.occasion ; their 
homage was certainly not less sincere, nor were 
the dispositions of their minds less pious. 

The botanical garden serves greatly to height- 
en the beauty of the IJrado.^ It w.is formerly 
siiuated on the road leadjng from Madrid to the 
palace of the Prado. Sonl' years before his de- 
mise, fihniics III. i^'d it another site, on 
one side of ihe public walk, and encompassed 
it with an encIo‘ iirew hi<'h is so low, that ii ser\ cs 
as anornajBienttotho gaidcn, without concealing 
it fi(in view. Every day adds something to its 
embellishments. Any one may easily obtain leave 
to spend afcwhouis bore, and even those who 
have no tase for botany, will find it a most de- 
lightful retieat, overshadowed with trees, and 
abounding with plants from all the quarters of 
the globe. The productions of the vegetable 
kingdom are arranged in squai^s, cduformalWy to 
the method of Linna?us. The names of the plants 
are inscribed on tickets, enclosed in little tubes of 
tin, and placed at the foot of each, qf them ; whieh. 
is a contrivance very useful aud.conyemept for - 

* TIk' learned Camilles, who died iU tbQ?# w?s director of 
this garden for a numbei oi years. 
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those who are not adepts in the scicnee. Ii is 
evid^.nt that the Spanish monarch has it in his 
pow^V) fo.min the ve'cetable kingdom, in par- 
ticular, tue most ii^s^luablecolleclieu in the world; 
that monarch vast dominions occasioned 

this beautiful Ubc of Piron : 

Et VEbpagne est partout, ou hut Vastre du jour. 

With such a diversity pf soil and climate, this 
vast monarch} must ne^s produce all the various 
trees, shrubs, and plants which*g;row on the sur- 
face of the earth. TiJ* witbjssr'these tvvfinty-eight 
years, no cIToit has b'ecn made to improve these 
signal advantages. At the commenccmenfe'of his 
administration of the Indies, Galvez earnestly 
recommended to ail officers, civil, military, and 
tecclesiastical, within the whole circuit of the 
Cplonies, to transmit to Spain, whatever appear-, 
ed worthy of notice in the three kingdoms of na- 
ture. His directions have been complied with, 
at least, in respect to the vegetable kingdom. 
Scarcely a year elapses without announcing the 
arrivPal from' the, Spanish Indies of some new 
plaotB, which augment the coliectioo of the me-' 
, or at least the importation of seeds, of 

* ond SiUps, which tbev endeavour to natu- 
fa thpl^aaicai gar,den at Madrid. Young 
botanists;^,’i^|tOii|iilt|||^court maintains in Mexico, 
Peru, ao^ transmit, along with their 

consiguincnts, ii|||||ioription of the plants imme- 
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4ialelv wiil'in Iheir observation, of tbe «oil jnd 
afni'>‘,|)h<He appear most conj^enial ^ith 
till'. II au(i of <Iu‘ culture they require.. Coii- 
fii.piii'iy witii flu'S'' iustmctidiMl the 'professors 
crboiao^, viith Doff Cdsimir 'Ortega at their 
1. rid deposit the germs, transmitted to them in 
ihe e.iith, and attended by their disciples, they 
u atch w ill) the most wistful solicitude their dif- 


i'eieut appearances during their growth, in order 
to compare the properties, of these exotic plants 
nith the description that has been sent to them. 
1 haie moie tiian oiijje lieX' present at their lec- 
tures, which a.e higbiv amusing and iiislructive. 
1 haw seen with what lidelity iiatu^.e ad- 
heres to lier laws, ,\ou .at intervals which asto- 


nish the iuiagii’dtion, and Lave witnessed her be- 
nevolence in couiuuinicating to ail mankind the 
treasure^ which she has scattered over the surface 


of the eailh. At these meetings, questions fre- 
quently occur which arc difficult to be resolved. 
Moie thill one exotic plant makes us sensible of 
the incompetence of the methods invented by our 
European scholars, and somofuiies it is not easy 
lo classify them without an arbit rary procedure. 

The same experiment which has been tried* it}, 
the depaitment of plants with si? sti«<Sp«t}i 

I havemltenheen templfd by a iaia^itw.* 

tion to extehd to all the tbre^v^gdonil of ’na- 
ture, by appropriating the vaeant 

the holanicai garden, alon^^f Prado, to a iro- 
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jec't wliich is doubtless unrivalled in its Liiid 
thro'^^hou< Europe, and which coiilil onh be 
accoinplislicd by the oionarch of Spain.' \\ h'-rc- 
fore, for exampl^;, might he not parcel eiii tins 
tract into as subdivisions as th“ic aie 

nations subjected to his swaj ? Ilcie he night 
domiciliate a Peruvian, a Mexican, a ('luifo!- 
nian fuinilj ; there one from Paraguay, anotluT 
from Ouba, a third tnwu Ihc^Pliillipines. Each 
oftlnni might hcie retain its native style ofdrt -.s 
and of living ; eaih ofj,hciii rtfight construct its 
own hvi]>iiat.on, aftcijthe ipMlcl of those it ba<» 
foisaki'U ; they n)',.,lit cultivate here the ticesaud 
shrubs which ovci^haJowed their primitive 
dwellings, or the plants which administcicd to 
their caily wants; they might fancy tlicuiselves 
with moie tiulh than dc lioiigauniilo » y‘>ung 
Potaveri, still resident in their mother country. 
With what delight would the iiiquis.live ama- 
teurs of Europe flock to see this living cabinet 
of uatuial history, a cabinet unrivalled lu its 

* I understacd thd M. de C/cniKlitw, after having rtad 
the first edition of my Cvoik at London, thought tha wish I ex- 
pressed here might not perliaps appeal aJtogtthei chimeucal to 
itbfl ot Russia, renowned for her pudilection lor ex- 

U5ldeigilj;ing>, and who, amidst the vauety of raan- 
nent (md, climates altounding wilhin the cucuniference of her 
vast einpirp, ti&^t't^atl’liedrly the same resources as the King 
ol Spain, some of her provincial subjects on 

pic banks plan was actiully picsented to 

Catlieuae 11, bat leception it met with. 
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kiivl, in wliich the objects themselves would lie 
the CicD'oiii of a traveller? Without cro^dn^ 
the oeean, he Mould there behold the^I'cxieau 
{>a<!)er''>< • from the lea^et• of hist’^ative nopal, 
l’i(:>-e ^.ihiiibtc insects which doaltbunicatc their 
iit'ii (l\e to our European dresses; he would, 
behold the iuhabitaiit of Gnatimala cultivating 
his indigo, and the ratine of Paraguay, the herb, 
vhich constitutes the principal source of his 
wealth. He would behold* the Peruvian aecom- 
panied'by that faithful aufu’u'il, whieli shares his 
labours, which supplies liii^ v ith food and rai- 
ipent; and the Luconian plying these a arious la- 
bours, In which he was hcjelofoie engagnl in 
his native isle. Thus th6 proud iiunnte of the 
inetropdlis, without once leaving the capital, 
might explore, as it were, on a topographical 
chart, ail the coloiiit-j to which his sovereign 
gives law. The native of the coloiues himself, 
would here become inured to an exile, the hard- 
ships of which every thing w ould conspire to al- 
leviate; and his countrymen, from vv'hom he^ is 
separated by boundless oceans, •being made ac- 
quainted through him, with the munificence and 
grandeur of their common monarch, wouldrcpn-' v 
ceive more exalted notions of his wdtild (V 

feel a pride in being his bul>jects,|i.ij^;||^gradually 
persuaded to consider the Spawatfdf ofllie old 
world as their countrymen, instead ofiitheir od-_ 
pressors; a gradual and 
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sfotiments^ which might serve to obviate, or at 
leaH.to retard the miseries and dangers attenuaut 
on aTf\oi*'' violent political schism. 

Till this pro^tj wliich may, perliaiis^ lie re- 
garded as roinantic, shall be realized, the Spa- 
nish inonarclis have, in the mean time, fou (led s 
cabinet of natural history^ which is alread v one 
of the most complete collections! in Europe in' 
metals, minerals, raarWes, precious stones, corals, 
madrepores, and other marine productions. The 
cJas.scs of fishes, of ojrrds, and chiefly of quadru- 
peds, arc still verj defectit.fe ; hut the measures 
adapted of late years by goVeenraent, are Calcu- 
latedj altliough perhaps by a slow and gradual 
progress, to render this cabinet as copious as 
possible. 

One of the most valuable donations, it has re- 
ceived from Spanish America, was transmitted in 
n 82 , in a great measure, through the laudable 
zeal of a worthy and enlightened Frenchman, 
whose enterprising spirit and adventures are de- 
seivving of potice.* 

M. Dombey,* a young physician, who was on 

; * I was personally acquainted with M. Dombey. He 
jind the conlidaut of his distress, which 1 sought to 
alleviate 3 but narrative inserted here, I have chiefly ex- 
traeted ad-ount of his life and labours ^\xh* 

lished ilir Natural Hiatortf for 

18 (H, by a Deleuze) equally estimable for his 

genius and scieDp®^ aiijtl aiuch more competent than myself to 
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iej'iiis of iniimary with Jcan-Jaqucs Ronssciiu, 
abi tii l!i:i1 poriod, when the latter was amusing 
hinvseir vv.Ui >iie ‘;(udy of boianyj was selected in 
177.) in 31. lur,«'ot and jVi. dfij^^ieu^ to under- 
take a sinsgc to Peru, in ord^ to . make a col- 
lecli;;*! of plants unknown in Europe, He ai-. 
Tvvc'i at M.adrid in November, 1776. Two 
youiig; pupils of Don Cumuir Ortega, professor of 
botany, Messrs. Ruiz and •Pabon, were given Vifii 
as assistants. Mter a pevdous voyage, they ar- 
rived in Peru, in April, 1758. 

In his first excursion to* Quito, Donibey took 
accurate drawings pf three hundred plants, many 
of which were new to the old world. Hisisalarv 
was very moderate ; ucfertlieless, he gave pro- 
fessional advice gratuitously' ; but his good sense, 
and the confidence he acquired amongst the Pe- 
rqvians of both sexes, sup|)lied him with re- 
sources. He was even useful to government by 
his counsel, aad also by pecuniary doqations, 
during the feimidabie rebellion at Tupacainaro 
in 1780. 

The vessel which conveyed the first specimens 
of his iudustrv to Europe, was taken by the Eng- 
lisli, but ransomed at Lisbon by the Spanish 
court, which transmitted to Pa.r|$>:.^ph<^^8 
the dried p la ills and seeds hedl^|S^;jiC0llected, bht 
ivol the vases, the dresses, and cririous a*- 
ticlcs which were irden^sd theo^l^ bt 
France. 
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in 1782, he vycnt to Chili. On his arrival lie 
found that country desolated by an cpiaenne 
distemper. He did not hesitate to endaimci Iih 
personal safety^ proved so fortunate as to sub- 
due tbecontagtQih. He was adoicd ns a tutelai y 
.deity. In the mean time he prosecuted lus la- 
bours with indefatigable assiduity. He tilled 
twenty chests w'ilh plants, minerals, and slte!!- 
fi‘h. At Coqmmbo h« opened afresh a mine 
of quicksilver, which had been abandoned foi 
fifty years : he disto\er,cd a n^w gold mine, and 
performed other services, .in Chili he found a 
valuable tiee, denominated bjt. IM. de la Mwek, 
Dombkya, and by M. derilussieu. Araucaria. 
He fell dangerously ill, whilst he was making his 
last collection, consisting of seventy three chests. 
On his recovery he set sail for Europe in 1784, 
after a residence of six years in South America. 
His passage to Europe was very boisteions ; and 
he was obliged to put into Rio Janeiio, where the 
viceroy presented him with a fine collection of 
stuped birds, of insects and siielU. He employed 
his stay at the Brazils to the best advantage^ and 
collected thcie two hundred new plants. On the 
February, 1785, he arrived at Cadiz, where 
neSr and uflyeipifiied duappointments awaited 
him. the 'two Spanish 

bQtaa^Vf#MNib*lpl left in Per«» had been put 

d’Alcantara, which 
was lost, tog'r'oieir'fflth the whole cargo. The 
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.collection he broug'ht with him in the Peruviano, 
was his own exclusive property. It, Iiowever, 
foil a sacrifice to malicious ignorance, and he 
hiniscif wa.s persecuted by the cfttsl jealousy of 
some subaltern officers^ wbosei conduct was cer- 
tainly not countenanced by superior authority. 
Ilis chests were opened in the most negligent 
manner^ and a large portion of their contents was 
damaged. As a compemsation for this lo.ss, for 
which he could not be responsible^ he was en- 
joined to surrender one half of his collection to 
the Spanish court.. Fortunately, however, he 
superintended thi» division himself, and as the 
commissioners notninated by the Spanishgovern- 
inent were liot as intelligent as himself, the por- 
tion which fell to the share of France, proved to 
be the most valuable. Thus he was detained for 
six months at Cadiz, without money or credit, 
nay even without meeting with that respect which 
he so am])ly deserved in many respects. After 
so many fatigues and disappointments, his me- 
mory was impaired, and his intellects we^je for 
some time disordered. At lebgth he^mbarked 
for Havre with his chests, and arrived at Paris 
greatly disheartened by his misfortunes'^ 'A pro- 
inisc had been previously extofh$#'ftom him hot 
to publish ahy thing Ivefoim ^b|^'i^]hlturn of the 
Spanish botanists to Europc^taiiiiit w&a his de- 
sign to fulfil this engagii^Hi^ mosi 

voi. ' 
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scrupulous fidelity. M, de BufFon advanced him- 
a sum of money sufficient to discharge his debts. 
He coDsigPcd his herbary to M. VHeritier, one 
of our ablest; na^ralists, in order to prepare it 
for the press. 6ut the court of Spain claimed it, 
and M. dc Buffou was commissioned to enforce 
the recovery. J\I. Vllerilicr, luiWever, effected 
his escape, and conveyed Dombey's herbary to 
England. Rut the storms of the revolution over- 
took him in the midst of his labours, and Dom- 
bey died ' without havingenjoyed the satisfaction 
of .seeing the public derive any benefit from his 
hiboura. L'Heritier himself miserably perished^ 
before lie bad brought his uiidertaking to A' con- 
clusion. In the mean time about the year 1788, 
the two Spanish botanists, Don Ilypolilo Huiz, 
and Don Joseph Pabnn returned to Europe. In 
I'/Df, they published a prefatory work, entitle^, 
Fkfi'CB Ptruvicusis ct Chitensis frodromiis, in 
which they give an historical account of Spanish 

' * He died m prison in 1 “g4, in the isl.tnd of Alontscrat, 

ai'ler fiaving bech.takeg by tlie English on his way to North 
America, irr^clled by a restless zeal for tl»e advancement of 
natural history. Amongst other pleasures the amateurs of 
indebted to him for the importation of that elegant . 
EefuyiaM .shrubi^'jvhoSB) handsome blos.soms have such a deli- 
cious fragrance,. tlja^th^iSpaniards, at a loss under what class 
il ought 10*4)0 |^a[:i^d,''^med it Louisidora, in honour of the 
Quden of iJUt 'wltich our naturalists have di.scovereJ 

tsiie avaVie'l^W^the'’fV|l*(t^^>'and have denominated P'enena. 
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botany. Four years after this appeared their 
Sijstema vegeiabilium Florce Peruvianoe et Chi- 
lensis ; and last of all, in 1799, their splendid 
Work in two folio volumes, envied. Flora Pcrn- 
X'iana ct Chilcmis, a most valuable monument 
erected to botany, by a nation wrongfully sup- 
posed to be behind-hand in all the sciences. But 
might not this have been accomplished many years 
before by the excellent and industrious Dorabey ? 
And would it not have been the case, had he not 
been the sport of the most malignant persecu- 
tion ? ‘M. de Humboldt, another scholar, not in- 
ferior in courage,- but superior in fortune and 
erudkiou, during his ever- memorable tijavels in 
South America, has experienced the greatest ci- 
vilities both from the government and natives of 
Old and New Spain. On his arrival at Madrid, 
in 1799, he requested permission to make obser- 
vations in that immense continent, which, in a 
scientific point of view, has hitherto been so 
little known to its conquerors and its inhabitants. 
His request was granted with the politeness which 
characterizes a government zealous for the ad- 
vancement and circulation of knowledge. The 
king condescended to forward his undertaking, 
and his example was followed by '^1 his agents 
in Spam and* America. • M, de HtimboWt expe- 
rienced every where and updni a^l -odOastons, the 
most cordial reception, aid* 
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3)1(1 a benevolent patronage, by which the Spa- 
niards have acquired the highest claims upon 
his gratitude, and also deserve the thanks of all 
enlightened meBy who are about to reap the fruit 
of his labours. 

But how comes it to pass, thaf a short inter- 
val of twenty years should produce such a revo- 
lution in their character? M'hy shottldM. Dom- 
b('y ha^e had to encounter so many thorns, where- 
as M. dc Mnmboldt has gathered nothing but 
roses ? Have twenty years maide such a prodi- 
gious change in the character o<f the Spanish 
natii'u ? No ; during both periods, that nation 
was cqinlly noble, generous and hospitable. A 
few indi\iduals substituted in the room of others, 
will sulHcc to explain this difference. 

But to return to the cahiuct of natural history, 
which has occasioned this digression. The 
edifice comprising this collection, which, toge- 
ther with the custonr-house, was built by 
Charles III constitutes the chief ornament of 
the street of Alcala, and is likewise appropriated 
to the meetings ot* the academy of line arts ; a 
destination which is very happily expressed by 
Ihd-tlbilow ing inscription : Carolus III. naturam 
et^rl^tn sub Mho i&alo in pnhlicam ntilitaUm ron- 
tocia vit rtfuw M* £)C5CL LX XI F. 

Mnlip is the real forntder of this. 

4^adcniy<;^liiiijit EtxdtBBttd Yl. having conceived 



OF SPAIN. 


261 

\ 

. a peculiar affeciion for it, ga\c it, in lioiiour of 
liis patron, the appellation of the accatleraj of 
San Fo’iiaiulo; and Charles 111. destM\ed well 
of it !»> assigninj^ it a more appfopriatc edifice. 
The minister of foreign affairs is the president, 
who, every third *ear, distributes tlie prizes 
among those young pupils, who ha\c produeed 
the best specimens of sculpture, of painting, and 
also the best models of* arehitecttirc. Although 
it contains several members eniincnt in the thioe 
arts, we must confess, however, that it.i master- 
pieces’ are but few in number, and that the piizes 
distributed are. rather encouragements than le- 
wards. But the Court of Spain likew -bo ipain- 
tainsa number of hopeful pupils at Rome ; and 
some* members of this academs arecmplo\od in 
executing engravings of the numerous chef 
d'cpiarcs v^hich adorn its palaces of IVIadrid, 

This academy not only contributes towards 
the improvement of the fine arts in Spam, by the 
formation of pupils; it is also the supreme tri- 
bunal, to whose decision, the plans of all the edi- 
ticcs, both sacred and profane,*constructcd within 
the kingdom are submitted. This institution is 
well calculated, in process of tiujc, to substitute 
good taste in the room of tboae l^rbarous relics 
_ wh ich are cbuspicuous*iu the^aiajdr part of these 
monuments, and which are alsudobseivable in 
^omeof the gates, in tlie . ancient fountains; atul 
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in most of the churches of the capital ; rude es- 
says emanating from the cradle of the arts^ when 
more pains were taken in conjuring up monsters, 
than are now displayed in the production of 
master-pieces. The modern edifices sufficiently 
attest the revolution which architecture has un- 
dergone under the dynasty of the Bourbons^ 
Besides the new palace at Madrid, we might 
adduce in pro^ of this, the gates of Alcala and 
St. Vincent, the custom-house ; and above all, 
a superb edifice bordering the Prado, beyond 
the gardens of the Retiro, which w’as begun ten 
years ago. It is designed for a museum, whither , 
the cabfnct of natural history will be transferred, 
and where the meetings of several academies wil} 
he held. The building has been interrupted by 
the war, but will be resumed on the return of 
peace. This beautiful monument will surp^s§ 
every other in the metropolis, and will add not 
a little to the fame of its architect, Villa- 
nueva. 

Besides these, there are few edifices at Madrid 
which are worth the attention of a traveller. This 
capital is upon the whole well laid out. The streets, 
vyithjputbeingstraight,arewide,andnotverycrook- 
ed ; it is abp)||^{^jq^j||l^gues and a half in circum- 
ference 4 ;i^i)d ^^e'lqu^Hi^rtcrs of a league at mcct- 
in length, crj(hrea,4l]^;:| The infrequency of rain, 
andi the vigiluice pC. the police, render it one of 
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ihe clcaiVs^ cilics in Eilrope; but, except the Prado 
and its avenues, this metropolis cannot boast an}' 
handsome quarters. 'The. Plaza J^Iai’or, ^^hich 
the Spaniards are accustomed to extol, docs no 
M cdit to their .enthusiasm. It is of a quadrangu- 
lar, but irregular form, environed bv bnildings, 
five or sis stories high, of uniform archit'ctute, 
but without any dexorations, and under which 
are long piazzas. It is^iUiuninated on solemn oc- 
casions, and at such times, it exhibits a spectacle 
truly grand. .Formerly, the. aiito-da-fes were 
held in this place, with all thrir tremendous ap- 
paratiw. It h^s long been the theatre of the 
buH-fights, which arc celebrated during the pe- 
riod of those festivilie.s of the court known bv 

» tj 

the .appellation pf Fleslas Pcah.%. Here is a 
tolerably handsome edifice, where the academy 
of history holds its meetings, and containing its 
library, its musc-mn, manuscripts, and medals. 
In this square, provisions and merchandize of 
.all descriptions are exposed for sale. All these cir- 
cumstances combined, have made it the most re- 
markable spot in the capital., aud’have conferred 
on it a reputation which it might herhaps have 
deserved when it was originally built, but which 
must now be annihilated, siqce architecture has 
ar^ed at. such perfection th^lpi^r quarters of 
"Europe, as to have squares more 

^elegant than the 
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brcii g;rea(ly by a fire, whicii, ubouf 

nine }(’iirs aj^o, r('(liice(l one of iis> almost 

enliiclv fo asiics. Ks l)etinfy is iike\vis<' in)|)iiired 
by avast number of booths, by whuli it is in 
some places rendered impassable. It i^ hov.e\er 
the quarter of Madrid wlueh conveys the most 
fiivourable conceptioiis of the population of this 
metropolis, and il «e iiiav judj^e from the con- 
ronrse of people asseiubied at all hours of (be day 
in this senate, and in the adjacent stieets, in- 
cindinjr in our estimate the Pnciia del sol, a 
trausver e s(re>f which is the rendezvous of all 
the loungers and nev.- mongers, we should seaice- 
ly be able to jieisuade ouisehes that Madrid did 
not contain moie tlian !.h.’),h‘72 domiciliated in- 
habitants, aieoiu.ngto the computation of 17H7. 
According- to :: moic recent estimate of the popu- 
lation of Madrid In Don Thomas Lo|)('z, it 
amounts to ]o0,y^() souls, exclusive of the gar- 
rison, the hospitals, and the Ibundlings. Ac- 
cording to the same geogiaplier, Madrid contains 
7100 houses, 77 cliurches, convents of males, 
and 3*1 of lemales. 

The administration published about three 
or four -vi'ais ago, a new estimate of the jiopula- 
lion of Spain, made by order of his majesf} in 
1797, Mhich irdcclaicd in thcofiicial (Ja/xtteto 
be more‘<MJniplete*thftu that of 1787, digested 
by Couift dc jflorida JBlauca. M e shall lay be- 
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,lore Ihc Header llic reisult and most prominent fea- 
tures of this calculation.* 

\ 

* I 2111 as vet »iiinct]iiainted with the cletJlikof the eiiuiiiera- 
tioii of 179;. llie ptipulation of Spain will, however, Ixi 
hereafter as accurately known as that of other hluropean coun- 
tijc-., (lie curnles throughout the w'hole monarchy having been 
•I pjoined ro transniit, regularly every month, to government, 
a iir.t of the births, deaths, and niarriages within tlicir re- 
S|.'ec<jve parishes^ beginning \^nth the first year of the present 
reii tiny. 
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Populntion of Spain. Principal dhurchct at 

Madrid. Painters. Engravers. Priniing- 

Office. Pious foundations. 

In 1768, the Spanish government had caused 
an enumeration to be made, which it had reason 
to suppose defective, as it had. not been executed 
with proper care, and tl'c people, having erro-^ 
neouslj conjectured tliat the object of this regu- 
lation was a fresh taxation upon houses, endca*. 
voured to impose upon the commissiouers b) falic 
reports. The first calculation, therefore, did 
not produce more than 9,159,999 souls, whilst 
thatofl7S7, executed with more accuracy on 
the one hand, and more security on the other, 
gave a product o*' 10,‘i08,150, which makes a 
surplus of 1,108,151. 

The strictness of government produced a still 
greater dispa|ity. 

In 1787, the twdermentioned classes were found 
less by the hun§iiliei^ prefixed to each than in 
1768. 
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1 1,044 religious persons of both sexes. 

17/213 eeelcsiastics, or persons be- 
longing to the clergy. 

ChSiQ persons attached to monastic 
professions, or to the order 
of the Cross. 

24‘2,205 hidalgos, or noblemen. 

total 277,291, all of them persons who, by 
usurping titles, or making false reports were in- 
corporated with the privileged orders, and thus 
obtained an exemption from personal imposts. 

Ip 1768, the estimate of population \tas made 
by bishoprics ; in 1787, by governments, or pro- 
vinces. The follow ing table will serve to illus- 
trate the difference in these two enumerations. 


Besults of the enumeration 
of 


Besfilts of thoi 


Number of 1 


boys, bachelors, and 

widowers • 2,909,0ft) 

girls, unmarried fe- 
males, and widows. 2,91JiS58‘ 
married men and wo- 


439,^3 


3,102,007 
3,2 J 5,482 


I men 


3,- 


3,891,661 
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Hcsults of the enumeralion 

IIckhJIs rf that 

of J768. 

of vfs7.- 


Mii 

citiei/tfhvitK^and vil- 


lages 

]C,42; 

is,/l 6 

parishes 

J 8,100' 

16,,o;2 

church dignitaries. 



vicars, &c. 

51,048 

42,707 

cfmvents for men 

2,004 

2.019 

convents for women 

, 1 , 02(1 

1,048 

monks 

3^00 

57,515 

nuns 


.24,559 

persons «atlached to 



the clergy 

^5,^48 

16,376 

syndics of religious 

i • 


orders 

8,5,52 

' 4,127 

|x?nsioners of the iiiiJi- 


% 

tary tribunal 

8.0 8.08 

77BS4 

pensioners of tlie king 

'■i7A77 

36,4lto 

dependents on the 



order of the Cro^s 

4,218 

1,844 

dependents on the in- 



(jpisition 

2,(>1.5 

2,705 

hidalgos, or nobles 

r-; 8 ,ry 4 

480,580 


From this enumeratitm, we also learn the pra* 
parti(Mis of the difierent orders atid professions. 

There wcr^fj^Jiyd J'f j cities, bearing- the i^p- 
pellation of'G^tii^^^)^;besidcs 4,572 to wns, sfj nply 
denouiiiiaied villages, 907,197 

husbandmefi/ > • d ay- labourers, 27 0,989 
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mcolianic^, ‘28(),0!>2 domcaticsj 50,99 i- students 
39,7Y»0 maiHifadurcrs. 

learn, rnoreover, the relati\e population 
of each \}f the provinces, and discover, what 
would otherwise hircly arnount -to a conjecture, 
that the resources derived from the v icinity of 
the ocean, ])crhaps also the quality of the food 
supplied by that vieiiiity, provided these two ad- 
vantages be associated with a fertile soil, will suf- 
fice to counterbalance the inconveniences of a bad 
administration ; 'because Galicia, half of which 
is mon'opolized by the clergy, being destitute of 
^canals, of navigable rivers, and almost of roads, 
hav iftg no other sources of industry than^thc ma- 
nufacture of linens, navigation, and fishery; Ga-' 
licia, • [ say, which has a soil adapted to every 
cpeeics of culture, being encompassed on two 
sides by the ocean, and exempt from that fatal 
scourge, the mcala, ishejond comparison the most 
populous province of Spain, although it is far 
from being the 11104 extensive. In 1787 its po- 
pulation was computed at 1, 34^.5, 80‘i souls ; where- 
as Catalonia, w ith a territory alhiost twice asexten- 
sive, and where industry is much more flourishing, 
only contains 814,1IS inhabitants ; Arragoti only 
6*^8, 308 : and lastly, histramaflut;*, the surface 
of wlrich ejtceeds that of Ga!libtlil'><hy one*fourth, 
watcely comprivx's 417,000 soiateT'- • ‘ 

’> With re^rd to the populiti^^’of Madrid'.* we 
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must take into the account that this capihil has 
a regular garrison of six to ten thousand jocn, 
that it is moreover the rendezvous of persons who 
have any thing to solicit of the government from 
all parts of Spaioand of the Indies^ besides a 
considerable number of foreigners ; so that it 
will be no exaggerated estimate if we compute its 
standard population at one hundred and eighty 
thousand souls. 

The sacred edifices have nothing remarkable 
in their architecture, although the Abbe Poiiz 
has filled nearly a whole vo^pg with a descrip- 
tion of tiiesc monuments, ^agy of them, how* 
ever, CQiitain valuable collections of paijj^tings, 
which are even calculated to excite admicfttion 
in persons who have seen those of the Escuriol 
* and of the new palace. 

Th6 little church of San Pasqual, on the Prado, 
incloses within its narrow com, ass and smoky walls 
two paintings by Titian, .several by Spagnoletto, 
one of the best pieces of Eassano, two by Guer- 
cino, &c. The cliurch of St. Isabella also con- 
tains some masterpieces of Spagnoletto, more 
especially the Assumption on the high altar, a. 
capital performance, of which there is an en- 
graving. Bujt^no church at Madrid comprizes 
a larger, tmd mewg select gallery than .that of the 
barefooted , Caorielitej^ .in the street of Alcala. 
l^«w often I repaif^ to the spacious sacrislj 
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.oflliese aionk«!, the most Mcalthy of any at Ma« 
Uriw, in older to contemplate with a mixture of 
envy\ and admiration treasures eo egrej^iously 
uiisplar'ed and undervalued. Amongst other 
paintings, there arc many by Spanish artists, 
whose deserts entitle them to a reputation far 
• greater than they enjoy; hy Zurbanrti, /crezo, 
Spagnoktto, Murillo, Giordano ; (^harlos V. 
haranguing his soldieisj by Titian ; a Lord’s Sup- 
per, by Vandyke; sem*al paintings 
and in particulari'-* Tobias, sealed in a pen- 
sive Attitude, beiMie a hearth, the rolloction of 
^ which casts a dim light upon his pcr,'on. 

Iftdcpendently of their pictures, llu'sc three 
churches scarcely deserve attention. An absurd 
laste*prftv<!.i!s in their areliitectnre, as iii almost 
all the religious edifices at Aladrid. The only 
exception is the churth of St. Isidro, formerly 
belonging to the J(<-uits, x\ Inch has a very hand- 
some portico, although it is not altogether free 
from defects. Its interior h not witliout beauty, 
and amongst other paintings of greater or les» 
merit, there is a large piece ‘by Mengs, and an 
Adoration by Titian. 

There is another church of a much more mo- 
dern date, w hich has isonietlnng igtposiiig at first 
sigld'j and which aLokCoutains some fine paint- 
ings. This is the church of tas Siksas* or of the 
Visitatfoni -founded by Ferdinaiid VI. and Bar- 
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bant, his queen. The ashes of this roA.a'l pair .'ire 
deposited in >'.er two superb niaiisoi('uiii«;, which 
arc placed lack to back. That of the kii'g;, in 
particular has an inscription which aepears to 
he a mod ‘1 of ihe lapidarv .style. The Spaniards 
tl'cmschcs have expreiSt d their oAvn opinion con- 
ccriiiiif!; the edifice in these words: Barbara 
lii ip'n, Barbara Gusto, Barbara Ohra ; a play 
iijioii wo- (!s, the sense ofiwhich can only be fnlly 
inter preted in their language, in which the ex- 
pression, Barbara, is equaHy applicable to the 
name of the foundreos, to the enormous expences 
and uii-iird tasio of tlie foundation. Its object, ^ 
hxrwovor; is \ery laudahlc : a certain number of 
younc ladies are educated' licrc at the cxpcnce of 
the king; it is an appendage to the senainary of 
nobles, a species of military school, Avhich has 
been for sonic time niider the diieetion of that 
famous acadcmic'an, Don (tcorgr Jitnii 

In modern times, immense sums liaxe for a 
number of years been t'xpt'nded on the construc- 
tion of a conxent of Fiancijcans, uhichwas ex- 
pressly dcsigiied to 'b-e one of the most masterly 
specimens of architectme in the metropolis. It 
was finished not long age, and after all, it is ait 
erlificc more rn^markablo for its solidity than its 
elegance.^ Tb^ipburch, however, in the foriajif 
a rotunda, Oltilalneflffld xv ith pilasters, is very 
striking at first sigiNt. The best masters of the 



OF SPAIN. 


^3 

'boderii,Spanish school, have lurnUhed the pdint- 
of its chapels. In general they are ■worthy 
pupila of Mengs such as Messrs. Maellsu and 
Ihi^chx, also calh'd el Aragons, •whose colour- 
ing and st} le of design remind iMs uf the manner 
of their master. I'lie other cpuUibutors are 
Antonio Velasquez, Don Andres de la Colleja, 
Don Joseph Castillo, Don Cregorio Ferro, who 
excels in the art of imitating^tlie best pictures of 
the greatest pain^U); , Don Francisco Goya * 
who possesses a petlljiar talent for giving an ac- 
curate reprcsenlUillilft of the manners, the diver- 
sions,, and costdqa^e of his native country. Among 
thcf^deirn painters, we may likewise notice Ca-r- 
nicepo, who, with much discernineni, Copies in 
miniature those chef-d’ceuvres wrtli which tl^„* 
King has thought proper to embellish his smsdlof 
apartments, and also the young Aparicio, whose 
picture of Athalia, remarked at the grand exhi- 
bition of the Louvre in 1804, is a sufficient 
ground for high expectations. 

The modern architecture of Spain caij' boa^f 
of the names of Don Ventilra Roderiguez, of 
Villanueva, of Arnal, of French extraction ; and 

4 > 

'* ©tofa ttkewis6 excels in porbdbJWWdl as AcienS aM 
Esteye. With regard to We may disba- 

guish Don Francisco Ramos, 

Which he raised about twenty .yearly a| 0 paintings h^ 
sent from Rolne to tf e 
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of Don Francisco Sabattini, an Italian, whi6 
died some years ago, after having been ibr 
some time superintendent of the royal buildihgs, 
and chief of the corps of military eiigincoT^. 

In the department of engraving, there were 
several distinguished persons ; at their head, we 
may rank Don Salvador Carmona, mairicd to 
the daughter of Mengs, who has in a great mea- 
sure inherited the gfaceftrl pencil of her father, 
lie is honourably known ilf* France, where ho 
has gained several prizes by our academy 

of painting. W ere v\ c dispoStedHtObe censorious, 
we might say that his talents, either from too 
little or tou late encouragement, have not accom- 
plished the ovpectations they excited in their 
etirlydawn. Several other engravers, as, for ex- 
ample, Messrs Ferro, Muntancr, Fabrcgat, Bal- 
Icster, but more especially M. Selma, have de- 
monstrated, by verv successful specimens, that this 
art continues to make advances towaids perfec- 
tion in Spain. In 1780, a superb edition of Don 
Qoixoti^ appeared in four volumes, quarto, which 
were embellished with engravings. But these 
plates, which do not rise above mediocrity, are 
not nnswerablc to the excellence of the work, 
which is equad^.rellsarkabic for the beauty of 
the paper, the <p|cality^'of the ink, and* the neat^ 
ness of thetyp^;' attd l)l!IE&|f‘he compared with the 
most finished paformanecs of this kind which 
other nations have iifikluced' 
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sulHce <0 immoi tali/e the printing office of 
Iba)'’a. It is a truly national work, by which 
the Sp'aMiaids ha^e undeceived all Europe* which 
iupposod that among them, the arts were in their 
< radio The ink is a composition invented by 
Thai ra himself, from whom our printers have fre- 
quently endeavoured to obtain the secret. The 
characters were cast by a Catalonian. The pa- 
per is likewise of Cat|^onian manufacture. The 
leained preface anda<^ly&i^ of Don Quixote pre- 
liicd 'to the work, are the composition of Don 
Joseph de Guevara, member of the academy of 
language. The binding itself, although some- 
what inferior to the rest, proves that the Spa- 
niards are strangers to nothing which has a rcfcr>- 
ence to the art of typography. 

Don Quixote is not the only specimen of abi- 
lity which they have exhibited in this depart- 
ment. All amateurs arc acquainted with the edi- 
tion of Sallust, translated into Spanish by the In- 
fant Don Gabriel, which ranks higher ‘than any 
thing executed by Barbou or ‘Baskerville, and is 
almost equal to the performances of Didot, to- 
gether with several other typographical works, 
from the painting-office of Ibarra %t^ Madrid, and 
from that of Benedict Moatfli)rt,%t(«yalcncia. 

Among these typograpluffaj.** specimens, are 
Mariana, Solis, Garcilasso, PotSai on Music 
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work of Bayer, preceptor to the Infa^it IM'n' 
Gabriel, which is entitled ; Dc nummis liebnvo- 
samarctanis, 2 vols. folio. 

Of late the Spaidsli engravers have becif busily 
employed upon thie portraits of about twenty il- 
lustrious persons, kings, generals, and celebrated 
waiters ; and many of the Spanish grandees, who 
ha\c galleries of paintings, whence the public de- 
rived no advantage, and which appeared wholly 
useless towards the advanii^ent of art, have 
for some years allowxd a poxtion of them to 
be copied by the best engravers^at Madrid. But 
what is still more praiseworthy than the patron- 
age afforded to the arts, is the number of ^ose 
monuments of beneficence and charity, cot^j^re- 
sllhended in the single city of Madrid, which 
exalt it to a superior rank among the capitals of.;. 
Europe. Here arc charitable foundations which 
deserve to be held out as models of imitation ; 
two fraternities, the. funds of which are dedicated 
to the supcour of the unfortunate.; a Mont de 
Piite, which advances sums of money to paupers, 
and which,, from '1724 until the conclusion of 
1794, has expended more than one' hundred and 
eleven millions of rials, (about 625,000/. sterling); 
moreover a fj^pdl^h^ hospital (induM) which, 
in 1803, t hundred 

imd ei^hteeii|^ii^|?t^il^) and tl^e hospilals, of 
ii^diich the fbl0wiBg,'^ an account for the year 
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I. Tlic nmn'a^ hnpilal for men ; a spacious 
edifi;e, which \uis icbuilt about twenty or 
vcars ago, elosc to, but without the 
gate of \torha, oue of the chief gates of the city, 
at the cntiaiice of the public walk of las Ddicias. 

In ISO,?. k 1801. 

Admitted, - - - 21, tilt.) patients; 11,4!. 5 
Of whom died, - . 2,7 13 
Rcco\ered, - - ~ 18,180 


II. The hospital known b> the name of the 
Passion, for females. 

Admitted in 1803, - 7,400; in IbOl, 5,297 
Died, - - - - 1,144 

Recovered, - - - (>,197 


III. Tlie hospital of San Juan de Dios, for 
\enereal disorders 

Admitted of both sexes, 3,966; in 1801, 3,271 

Died, 73 

Recovered, - - - 3,613 


General statement of the three hospitals^ 

In 1803. In 1801. 

Admitted - - - 32,762 22,822- 

Died, 3,9*) 

Recovered - - • 27,992 ^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Other Academies. Fate of the J^cio Encyclu' 

\ 

pedia in Spain. Justijicalion and literary Ml- 
rits of the Spaniards. 

The Academy of fhe Fine ArtSj is far from being 
the only one which exists ||l^adrid. Wc may 
e^en affirm^ that if a multitude of literary esta- 
blishments would suffice to demonstrate the ad- 
vancement of science and intellectual refinement) 
this capital v^ould be one of the most lcarne||and 
most enlightened cities in thcuuireisc. It^m- 
prizes an academy of medicine, an economical 
society of the friends of the counti}, with which 
is associated a junta of ladies, eager to testify 
their zeal for the public welfare, besides some 
other juntas, the exertions and titles of which 
are less conspicuous, hut which serve at least to, 
demonstrate the c:|fistcnce of a patriotic enthu- 
siasm, that for some time past has been enkindled 
^mong all ranks. There is moreover an aca- 
demy of Spani^ and public law ; another of 
jurisprudenc€^'tii^t|ieore^pal and practical; a 
third of the ; a fourth of jurispru- 

jjienc^ ciyih and patriotic ; besides the 

LStin academy of fl^aidrid, &c, But the follow- 
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ing arc tbe only e>)tablisliraenis of Ibis kind, which 
arc more particularly deserving of notice. 

I. The ^icadennj of Lam^uage, founded by 
Pbilip V. which has constantly been regarded by 
the French academy as a sister institution. Tbe 
dictionary which it has published, has, ever since 
its first edition, been accounted, even by the con- 
fession of the most skilful grammarians, the most 
finished performance pf the ]cind, which has ap- 
peared in any language. The Abbe Marillo, 
librarian to this aca^my, has been commissioned 
to make an abridgment of this dictionary, in 
one \olume, which will suffice for ordinary use. 

•This academy consists of only twenty four or- 
dinalry members, but the number of superbume- 
rary ones is not limited. For several years it 
had for its president a Spanish grandee, the 
Marquis de Santa Cruz, governor of the Prince 
of Asturias ; in which instance, it waa not an 
empty compliment paid merely to his rank and 
birth. After his death his place was filled by his 
brother, Don Pedro de Silva, a man of still supe- 
rior talents, who is honored twith the title of per- 
petual director. 

II. 2'he Academy of History, founded and en- 
dowed by Philip V. in 1738, had for its first prer 
fiident Don Augustii| Monii^lO^ a' man of emi- 
nence in literature, althou^ fillh^^ltnftwn out of 
Spain , Towards the concllii^ df the eigtiteenfiil 

(tv I" f * V 
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Other individuals have undertaken the task of 
publishing the catalogue of the Greet manu- 
scripts in the library of Madrid. This under- 
takings which is conducted by the librarians^ 
was begun by D(m Juan Iriartc^ an amiable and 
ingenious scholar, who died, leaving three ne- 
phews behind him, to confer a more durable repu- 
tation upon his name, in the different paths of 
literature which t|icy followed. One of them, 
Don Thomas, dieS a few years since, crowned 
with literary laurels ; anotl^jr, Don Domingo, 
after having ratified the peaee of Basle,, and 
having been subsequently nominated ambassador 
to Fiance, was suddenly ’snatched from his coun- 
try,'and from a circle of friends he had acquired 
amongst our countrymen. Don Bernardo, the 
eldest of the three, is still living, and dedicates his 
tij^ Partly to the arts to which he is attached, 
and partly to the duties of administration. 

Father Florez, a monk, began an ecclesiasti- 
cal history, which, under his auspices, was, iu 
fact, nothing better than an undigested coippila- 
tion; but it has ass^jmed a more elegant form, 
since it has been committed to the mana^inent 
of &tb^ RiscO, who has continued this* history. 

♦. Several other writers, conversant in t^e affairs 


of their counll^/ Jhiive endfsavoured to explore 
the labyciotk and to communicate in* 

jn toittip cl^tryineD, upon economic 
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cal and political subjects. They have incorpo- 
rated w ith their language, those productions of 
England, Franco and Italy, which were tolerated 
by Spauisl. orthodoxy , not only works relating 
to the arts and to mechanics, but also such as 
treat on general subjects of literature and philo- 
sophy . It is now more than twenty years sinte 
they began to translate the writings of Linnaeus 
and of Buffon. At present, their literati are 
more zealously occupied than ever, with transla- 
tions, but they are .not always happy in their 
choice or arrangement. They fieqnently couple ‘ 
the most insipid French no^el with Clarissa Ilar- 
"low;e, and associate translations of our most ig- 
norant church disciplinarians with the essays of 
Maupertuis on moral philosophy, w'ith the works 
of Beruardiu de Saint Pierre, or with those of 
'Condillac. 

Of late, certain persons have even attempted to 
make the Spanish literati acquainted with the 
philosophical history of Raynal, a work which 
incensed the Spanish government to guch a de- 
gree, that I have often seen ^Galvez, minister of 
the Indies, burst into a violent passion at the 
mere mention of the author’s name, regarding 
those who had endeavoured to introduce some 
surreptitious copies ipto the colonies in 

the light of criminals guij^y'jUf&rhigh treason 
• tgaiost God and man. AUhodof*^ 
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yar * one of the small number of Spanish • 
dees who cultivate polite lilcrature, has f> ivcn an 
extract rather than a translation of this work, 
taking care to ornit all those passages of rii> 
philosophical history which contain invectives 
against despotism and supcrstilion, and has rec- 
tified several errors relative to the ‘ip uish co- 
lonies, into which Raynal had fallen. 

Some time before an attempt wjis made to trans- 
late the French Dictionnairc Encjidoin'dique, by 
subscription ; and it was no small matter of astci- 
nishnicnt to behold Ih > grand inquisitor himself 
at the head of the subscribers. Towards the, 
end 0^ m;' first residence in Spain, a pretty nutne- 
rous list had been already collected, for the 
NohltHc .Enciidopalic par ordre dc mattercis, 
when nnfortunatcly, one of our w riters:, to whose 
management the article in tJie geographical sec- 
tion, treating of Spain, had been committed,, ad- 
vanced in the most unreserved inanner, many 
heavy accusations against a country, which, on 
account of her political relations with France, 
ought to have hccff treated with deference and 
delicacy. The Spanish government conceived 

V 

itself autliorizcd to recpiire satisfaction. The 

* He had been muusiter of Spaiijj in Russia during the reign 
oi Peter III.s wai: subsequently ^arnbassa4or in Portugal, and 
i^st of ^1, in Englarf/iintil tbe jieriod when Spain. took an ac- 
tive bhiire ih tlie American died a few^ years ago. 
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Illation 'iras favourably received by the 

i’’- h court, and :he author, the censor, 

on ^ were severel; reprimaaded. la 

, fti Utc of the Noiivclle Ena/clopedie 

Vs. ! ->;!i Shortly afterwards, iiowever, 

'if.. : ‘ : ;• tv oficd this decree, bu' iii ordfer 

' AO ; I s Us and iiivectivi’: which might 

: - ovaittr ' iccr i..'oth>v Ficttcli work, it directed, 

ih; ' to I: (s:\ i;v '! number, before it wasS de- 

b . Lici! !• .’he .yjbsciibcr.s. slioold be rcvi.scd and 

;:s;uniiii =' .'he OouiiCil of {,\ ^ile. Tite conn- 
• ^ 

cd aeiuaJ *. i; )' (vi i a committee to winch the 
.c'.aininatioti was delegated, whose dilatory pro- 
ceedings retarded the sale of the w'oi\. The 
committee themselves neither possessed inclina- 
tion or leisure, no! sufficient knowledge to exe- 
cute their task. More than three hund ’cd sub- 
scribers were obr<red an.viousIy to await their de- 
cision. But matters grew raucli worse, when 
the holy office, influenced by a spirit of intrigue 
rather than religious zeal, added ^new obstacles to 
the circulation of the numbers; in tlie^irstin- 
stajice prohibiting the agent whom Pauc- 
kouck' had sent to Madrid, from receiving any 
more subscriptions ; then by extorting a promise 
from him not to deliver any more fcftpies, and last 
of all, by a violent seizure of 41,, the minibers in 
his possession. The ruin of agent, and *- 
■^greatloss to Panclron'‘>» " 
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not tlic Fvencli thomseUes accustomed- to quote 
tfie dissertalioiia of Louis Collado, and of Chri^ 
toplier L(xliwp;a, on aitiiloi\ 

Rut wliatmojc particulaily provolvcs the spleen 
of our anonymous author, is thi- pa-isage of Mas- 
sriu dc Morvillers: "For v hat has Europe been in- 
debted to Spain for thc^e two centuries, nay, for 
these Imo thousand years The following is the 
substance of his answer to tliii iinpcrtiiicut qiie^- 
ihn: " This ignorant Fi^ncluuan," s-ijs he, 
"has probably forgotten ; naj, perhaps never 
knew', that Ferdinand the Catholic, expelled the 
S^lgi^eus from Granada, wliilsf Isabella patron-, 
ized the discovci^ of the new woilrf; lhat 
Charles V. tiiuinphcd at Pavia, whilst Marian ' 
passed those streights to which he gave bis name, 
an^ explored the coasts, the rivers, the harbours 
of South Ameiica; that Cano was the lirst who 
rircumuav igated the globe and defined its extent 
aud figure; ^hat Corte'z, in li-Iexico, that Pizarro, 
in Peru, fought, conquered, and scoured the 
possesskin of the valuable productions ofthelwo 
Amciicas to the remainder of Europe 
Spaniards introduced into this ncvi^temisphere ** 
doRit'stic auifljiifls, the ip; of iron, aO^ all those 
bianehospy^|jij^^j|, jvfee^ many advantages 
acciue to^ ^^ssora of the colonies , 

that they productions of the coun- 

ti%, aud cslahlisTipd ^ cultivation of suge«- fron, 

red such 
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Ji great accession to tlieir comriierce ; morcoveTj 
that tlu^ improved, and augmented the growth 
of cocoa, of indigo, of cochineal, tobacco, ami 
cotton ; atid lastly, that they discovered the vir- 
tues (tf pcriivLvi.bark, of balsams, of sarsaparilia. 
and of many other medical plants. 

About the middle of the sixteenth century, 
whilst some of their countrymen, under the con- 
duct of Don John of .^ustria, and Bazan, tri- 
umphed at Lepanto, others advanced as far as 
the Philippines ; another division of Spaniards 
coasted along the country of California, ascer- 
tained its peninsular figure, and discoverd New 
5lexico ; whilst others again traversed |he rast 
extent of South America. 

“ Xhey instructed millions of Americans in 
their religion, their manners, and their language, . 
transformed them into husbandmen, niechaniciiji 
and soldiers, made them by patriotism fellow- 
citizens of the mother countty ; whilst other na- 
tions Aaught those Indians with whom they came 
in contact the destructive use of fire-arms, and 
intoxicating liquors, cultivating no otlier^com- 
mcrce ‘ with the natives, than a paltry traffic in 
furs, and n^ing them adepts, both by precept 
and example, in the practice of deceit. 

Let us compare wi|b the of these 

Spanish colonies, the t^ch idle 

degtSqjMti^, the deplorahfe Msp^ ^ Cayettne ; 
M us comteinplate themiserl^l^ which Louisiana* 
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•was reduced, nolwilhslanding; tlie boasted maej*^ 
naiiimiiy of llie Freucli, at the period when 
it was ceded to Spain. Shall the English be ad- 
duced as proper standards of imitation ? When 
they usurped our settleiuents I'uj the coasts of 
Canipeachy and Honduras, did tiic} ci\ilizc their 
inhabitants ? Have they done any thing tow aids 
promoting their happiness ^ No; the} ha^e suf- 
fered them to continue in a state of disunion and 
rude barbari«nij and have uniformly exercised 
before their ejes the infamous arts of smuggling 
and piracy. Admitting that the colony of Suri- 
nam, under Dutch government, has attained to 
a certain degree of prosperit y . -what slmll W’c sa*y 
concerning the remainder of Dutch Guiana ? 

And yet these nations arc reputed tl^ most 
industrious, the most powerful, the most com- 
mercial states in Europe. Such, how ever, is the 
result of what they have done towards promoting 
the welfare of the two worlds ! 

If they censure the Spaniards for having 
usurped part of America, or for ha\ ing commit- 
ted wanton acts of cruelty there, let thi^ljeJlicir 
answer 

“IIa\e these English, I'lcnch, op Dutch, a su- 
perior right to the colonics which they subju- 
gated ? <of the Caribbees of 

their AntUlps.? tb^' displayed more huma- 
nity than tliei^^^is^rds i Did they r,ot seek to 
'derive evcry^dvai^pgp from |he succeWulde- 
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prcdatioiis of tlic sava/^c IJiicraiiecrf; ? Wliat 
infiirnons ads of op])rcssion did they no! exercise 
ill India, in order to monopolize the commerce, 
tlic industry, aiid (‘veii the personal liberties of 
the MiifortunV^e natives? It xvas not a gang of 
adventurers, discountonaiiced by their native 
country, who committed this devastation; tliey 
were supported by the ]iolitics of the most power- 
ful cabinets in the midst of the most enlightened 
age, in countries of a Milton and of a Newton, 
of a Montesquieu, a^l of a d'Alembert/’ 

IiUhis manner didonranonjonous author reply 
to the accusations of Masson de Morvillcrs, and 

% 

of that numerous tribe of declaimers, vf whose 
sentiments he was the irrierpreler. Generally 
speaking', these recriminations only scfa'c to de- 
monstrate that no modem nation has any just 
ground or colour to censure others, on account 
of the abuse of supreme power, or 'ou the score 
of a perfidious policy, hut they supply no deci- 
sive* arguments in favour of Spain, 'with respect 
t#'^f advancement in civilization, in science or 
This part of tit apology devolved 
upon- the Abbe Cavanilles. It is, however, a 
question Whether he has accomplished his pur- 
pose. 

In ourdays, two 0<I^VS{taDf4iidl^ltaVe gone over 
the same ground agiiiti, i^tkfcli'd'prolix manner 
seem scatcely cf^&^'Sraf^'with tW sub- 
ject. Lampillds’®!^ six volumes w’f ' « 
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catalogue of tlie treasures of modern Spanish lite- 
rature ; and Don Juan Scrapere published some 
jears ago a work, ia six volume i octavo^ cntit- 
ted, “ Essay towards a Spanish Collection of the 
best writers in the reign of Chd ies III.” Ttf 
judge from the titles of these two books, might 
we not suppose that the Spanish nation is the 
most prolific in great writers, the most learned 
and. enlightened in Euro[ Truths as on 
every other oeeasims, is alsoj in the present in- 
stance^ to be found in a just medium- between 
the extravagant accusations of the French im- 
peacher, and the vain-glorious ostentation of th&^ 
Spanish vindicators. Unquestionably there ex- 
ist in Spain a much greater number than isjgenc- 
rally supposed of learned men, who cultivate in 
silence the abstruse sciences; of scholars, who- 
are profoundly conversant in the Idstory mi^u- 
risprudence of their country ; of eminent ^Plilt'ary 
characters, and of poets, glowing with the firp 
of genius, and gifted with a brilliant and prolific 
imaginaUon, But, even by the confessimi ,df 
unprejudiced Spauidrds themselves, the,p)||s^ 
state of science and literature can by pp means 
sustain a comparison with that of the age of 
Mendoza^ of J^ycose Herrera, Saa- 

vedra, Quevedd^^ Calderon, Lo^es 
de Vega, Villegtf^ C^^pantes, Mariam, SeptU^ 
vedfl, Solis, &c, . , Thp uniyerpties of ' 

.not eniov the same re’^utatiqn. as formerly. Tlio-. 
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• industry and population of the country arc far 
from what they were under Ferdinand the Cattm- 
Ik and his two'stjccessors. Tlie three last mo- 
narchs have endilavoured to revive that illustrious 
fcra ; but frequent wavs, a derangement in the 
finances, and other still more powerful causes, 
have obstructed their endeavours, and retarded 
the progress of science. Intellectual refinement 
is, ho.vever, far more universally diffused than it 
was about fifty years ago. The reign of Charles 
III. can boast of eminent characters in the vari- 
ous departments of science end literature ; such 
as father Feijoo, known by his Tlicatro Critico, 
in which he began to make his countrymen more 
familiarly acquainted with the just ideas, and 
even with the daring flights of modern philoso- 

phy- 

Father Sarmienta, author of some good criti- 
cal performances. 

Don Jorge Juan, a skilful mathematician, 
chiefly conversant in the art of ship-building. 

Don Juan Iriarte, known by several literary 
puhfiSWions, highly creditable to his learning, 
and even to his taste. All the four abovemen- 
tioned, died about tw'onty-five years ago. 

rAmong those scholars whom Spain has re- 
cently lost, the most c(ftispieuouk site : ,, 

Firmer Isla, a Jesuit, authbt Cf several works 
( ;pet¥.'V/-ith wit and philosophy, particularly the 
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diculed bad preachers in the same facefious man- 
ner in which Cervantes lias lashed the follies of 
knight-errants. 

Don Francisco Perez Benjer, ^jir jccplor of the 
Infant Don Gabrich who has. ci^.richcd Spanisli 
literature with several works full of erudilion. 
Several poets, who, if they did not possess the 
fancy and fecundity of their predecessors, have, 

n 

however, exhibited speciim ns of a relined taste, 
from which the latter have in many instances devi- 
ated ; such, for exainpK*, are Cudiihaho, Lahiicrta, 
Don Thomas Jriarie, known even beyond the 
coniines of his country, by a poem on Mnsit',. 
by some’ pietty fables*' and comedies. 

Among living authors, or those lately deceased, 
we may distinguish the Count dc Canipomciius, a 
learned historian and lawyer, and one of the first 
Spaniards who directed the attention of their 
countrymen towards the means of promoting na- 
tional industry. 

Cardinal Lorenzana, archbishop of Toledo, a 
prelate equally enunent for his knowlcd^ip. and 
for his benevolence, f . ; 

* Some of his fables have been iinlfatcd by M. dc Florian 
Jn 1804, they were, all translated by M. I’Honiandie j bfit i 
must be allowgdj tbatlb Frfench they have not had the same sue. 
cess as in fiie original Spatilsh. The French journalists>,rspeci' 
ally the Decade, treifted'holh the trtmslation and^^rigiii^vj'l 
Some degree of asperity. ’ 
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The Chevalier Azara, whose name is respected 
by all tliosc whom tlicir affection for the fine arts 
cortidhTrtwlio^Rome ; the elegant editor of the 
works of whose friendship he enjoyed ^ 

besides which, he published an excellent trans- 
lation, in four volumes, of Cicero’s life, by Mid-* 
dieton, which he illustrated with a preface, and 
several engravings, selected from his own cabinet 
of antiques. 

lion Joseph Guevara, Bon Murillo, Don 

Francisco Cerda, and many other learned men. 


sent that pontiff, as if to console him under his misfortunes by 
this striking proof of tlie sympathy of the first catholic mo- 
narch, . Cardinal Lorenzana remained with his holiness until 
he was femoved to France. Afterwards he continued to reside 
in Italy j a circumstance which demonstrates that the unex- 
pected mission wliirh obliged him to quit his diocese, was not 
solely occasioned by a zeal to administer consolation to the so-, 
veveign pontiff, I he archbidiopric of Ttdedo has been since 
transferred to the son of tlie late Infant Don Louis, wdio ha.s 
the title of , Count of Chlnchon. Cardinal Lorenzana died in 

]8ol" 

* lie died at Paris in 1804. He resided there sontb years as 
ambaSv^adof of Spain j but his embassy was interrupted by 
niaiiy feuds. The austere frankness of his character involved 
liim in many disagreeable circumstances, He died soon after 
the last disgrace which he experienced. the Monitcur of 
1804, is ipjs«rted an histor]cal ^cpp^t.ojEJ bis life, in which 
tliere some interesting details {pn^eming hfe character, 
hi<;i(inowledge, his taste for the and^th^uniformj 
age \hvjii he conferred on those by w’borai they cul>f- 
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^ho deserve to be much better known than thej 
actually are. 

Ddn Eugenio Izquierdo, a natural philos''i'hcr, 
whose woith our literati have had opportui'itios to 
appreciate, and who is at present’ director of the 
eabinet of natural history. 

Don Cmimir Ortega, a botanist, and member 
of the Royal Society of London. 

Don Antonio Joficjtli Cavanillcs,* another bo- 
tani.st, who enjoys a g’rc<aler reputation abroad 
than the preceding, having published, in 1791, the 
fir.'it volume, and in 17 M, the third of a very valu- 
able work, entitled, Iconex et dexcriftionexfimia* 
rum, quer nut fpon'c in Hispnnia crescunt, aut in 
lioriishoxpitantur, in which one hundred an4 thir- 
ty -six plants of the botanical garden are described 
and engraved, be'-ides one hundred and fifty-six 
from the kingdom of Valencia, and a great num- 
ber that are found in the environs of Madrid. 

Itniz and Palon, two other botanists, wfadra 
we have noticed above. r*' •• 

Don - — - Villnlba, who has lately atttttdied 
public atteutLbn by his History of 
Dixtempci'S of Spain. ■ 

Lastly, the Spaniatrds possess at ‘present some 
poets in the dtfjtirtinent of comedy and tregedyj- 
whom we..shalf ilbticb'iti tUe section on''th'' the- 
atre; and likewise some authors of fugitive pOeios.^ 

lie died in June 1 804, much lamented by all amateurs of 
i).Uyral btstorj’. 
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There .are also some Spaniards who have re- 
moved to France, in order to augment the sphere 
of thgir knowledge in science and art, and they 
have done honour to us by their scientific acqui- 
sitions. In ISOij two joungpupilsof our most skil- 
ful chemists, Messrs San-Ghriitoval and Garriga 
' y Bmch, published at Paris, in the Spanish lan- 
guage, a work entitled, Carso de QrUnUca gene- 
ral, appUcada h las Arils, which at least demon- 
strates that the Spaniards know how to derive ad- 
vantage from their travels. 

In like manner, Don Benito Pardo, a Spanish 
general, after a residence of some )eais at Paris, 
published in that capital a book in Iris nativo 
language, in two sections; the first of which 
contains an Analytical Examination of the picture 
of the Transfiguration, the other ci’mprizes Oh- 
servalions on the Painting of the Greiks. 

Generally speaking, literature has for some 
time past, been more assiduously cultivated by 
the Spaniards than is commonly supposed. Al- 
though tlieir exertions arc still cramped^ by the 
shad^lp^n which they are Confined, they arc, 
however* not destitute of the means requisite to 
obtain information, concerning every thing of 
interest that occurs cither abroad pr at home. In 
tlie first yhars of the French, tJBVj^lption, nay even 
durihg the war, they always yead .tbe French 
journals with great avidity, and found means ip 
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procure them iu spite of all prolnbiiion:;. They 
also possess some periodical works of Ihcir own. 

Besides the Court Gazette, which ap.ne.tr-s' 
twice a week, and gives a very brief account of 
all new works, they have a Merenno liislorico // 
fqUlico, which has, for a considerable time, 
made its appearance every mouth, and gives a 
well digested summary of all the political trans- 
actions in Europe. This work was long edited 
by Clave'jo, who is vrell known by the niemoirs 
of Beaumarchais, and is entitled to reputation in 
other respects. This task has since devolved 
upon M. dc Pciialvor, and the journtil has sirs-, 
tained no detriraent by the clianpt'. 

The Spaniards have likewise aiiotlicr periodi- 
cal publication, entirely literary, wbicli, since 
1784, has made its ap}iearaiice with scarcely any 
intoiTuptiou, every montli, under the title of 
Memorial LiUrario. Don Joaquin Ezquerra 
was for some time author of this publication,, but 
the present conductor is iVI. Olaves, who gives 
ail iatcresting account of all new worksi iastd 
subjoins fragments of morality, of litcratBrei. «f 
political economy, and even of philosoph^y.'; 

For some years past, there has been a periodi- 
cal work, und§( the title of Eapiritu dc los ma-. 
jores (liarios de ,Euv^a, which, in liiiB, was 
fiupplantedi' by the Amies dc Hi era I urn, cidi^hs 
If arks, or Miscellanea mljyucliva y curmd^'; 
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■\vlik\li contains extracts from the best foreign 
journals^ and many original pieces on statistic* 
imd "pographv. 

W'o may Jilcevvise place in the same class, a 
journal upon th^ plan of the English Spectator, 
which formerly appeared every month, since 
April n95, under the title of Seminario crudUo 
II curioso dc Scdannnira ; but which was not long 
since suppressed. 

Were we to descend to minute particulars, 
we miglit mention the Rcfxnnon, or Snarlcr, a 
new journal, which, however, has not hitherto 
fceen very popular ; the Corres mercniiiil dc 
EspaFia tj de sm Indian, which, since 1^92, has 
appeared every week ; besides many other perio- 
dical papers, published in did’ereut provinces or 
chief towns, but which, out of Spain, arc of 
little interest. 

Foreigners are likewise unacquainted with the 
useful and finished performances which the 
Spaniards possess on every .subject relating to their 
native country. W^e shall just mention ^hc prin- 
cipal df tiiem. 

ThC^ihost skilful grammarians of other coun- 
tries have already for some time appreciated the 
intrinsic excellence of their dictionary' of tlie Cas- 
tilian twliguc. The S^raniarejs also possess a good 
Grdmmaiica castcllana, the fourth edition of 
'which was about eight years since published by 
the academy. Tliey reprint their best national 
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works ; such, for example, arc the JiilUotheca 
vetus hispanica, and the Rihliotlura mm: I 'n-pu- 
nica, by Nicolas Antoine, two works whi ch h are 
long held a high rank in the estimation of scho- 
lars. 

They possess a Geographical Diciionaei/ of 
Spain, by Monpalau, which has gone through 
four editions, and in point of accuracy, is almost 
faultless. 

They hare lately finished their Mariihne Atlait 
pj Spain, which conies nearer to jierfcction than 
any of the maps of the interior of Spain. That 
published in 1792, by Don Thomas Lopez, con- 
tains social vacancies, and many inaccuracies, 
which 1 ha^ e remarked during my long tour in 
Spain since its publication. Natives, well in- 
formed upon this subject, have however assured 
me, that the principality of the .istariag was, 
delineated upon this chart with remarkable ac- 
curacy. 

Of late, the Spaniards^ liave been very asSiidti- 
ous in cultivating the study of their native eoun- 
tiy, in all itsvarioiis bearings and rclatiilbs, I'n 
]'f84, an Historin critka de Espaiia, Ht^n to 
appwr ; the author, J. Fr. Masdeu, although a 
Catalonian by .birth, w rote in Italian ; but his 
work has been translated into SpanisIl^'^t goes 
back to tbc earlier ages, is full of learned and 
cijrious researches, and displays much erudition- 
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. The samp encomium is applicable in a still 
liigher degree to the brothers JMoliedano, tvco 
:?onks of suj)erior genius and knowledge, but 
somewbaF" ied astiav by their patriotic enthusi- 
asm. Their work, entitled, Historia Litteraria 
dc EfipnFia, was begun in 1779. It was already, 
extended to nine quarto volumes, and excited tbe 
greatest expectations, wben unfortunately it hap- 
pened in 17H6 to incur the displeasure of the in- 
. quisition, and was discontinued. 

A work inferior in point of composition, be- 
ing very prolix, but more useful, is the produc- 
tion of lion Eugeuio Laruza, who has already” 
published about twenty volumes, entitled*, Me- 
moiids poiiticas ij economicas sobre la industrial 
las minhSf etc, de Espana. This work contain* 
the most ciremnstautial details concerning tlie 
natural productions, and manufactures of every 
kind, in the difl'erent provinces of Spain, it 
demonstrates at least that the Spaniards are ac- 
quaiqted with their natural and artificial trea- 
suref, #iid t}iat they are intent upon the means of -' 
multiplying these resources. 

The. tpglsiT part of tbe patriotic societies, also 
publish interesting memoirs on the same sub- ' 
jeets, , . ; 

The tast®^ for the arte and scienoes lias extend- 
ed from the metropolis tO(the;:^oiv;uicea. * At Set* 
/'villc^ and ai BarcelqBa> tltere exists aaacadepiy 
of belles-lettres ; at Sai'agossa and Valeoeiklliere 
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is an aciulemy of the fine arts ; at Valludolidj one 
of geography and lii:,tory ; at Granada, one of 
mathematics and drawing, &c. 

A more modern establishment exhluits an ad- 
ditional proof of the zeal of government in pa- 
ironizing useful knowledge, and of the alacrity 
of the Spanish nation to second its laudable 
efibrts. This is a corps of cosinographical en- 
gineers formed in The director is Don 

Xiraenes Salvador, a man of ability, and con- 
versant in every particular relating to geography, 
astronomical, terrestrial, and maritime. This 
corps has already entered upon tlie discharge of 
its duties with much success, by publishing some 
charts of the coast, as w ell as maps of the inte- 
rior of Spain, delineated from recent observa- 
tions. 
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Ci: AFTER xr. 
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S/alc a f Spaiii>>!t Liicrcdare. Education, 
Jj.tuiif'iciun'.s. Itoad:i. Caaalti, Patriotic 
Socidics. 


'I’liB foi'cgoini^ chapter contains an estimate of 
the chief iiferarj merits of modern Spain. It 
may perhaps serve to exonerate the Spaniards 
Aon* the charg-c of sloth and ignorance. , 

We must, however^ be careful not to exceed 
the lipiits of veracity. In many particulars their 
literature is still very defective. 

They possi' M>me works relating to the pro- 
gres.s of the ai ls ; such as tlic art of dyeing, the 
veterinary art ;* several on Spanish jurispru- 
dence; an eleiucntarv Treatise on Mathematics, 
by Joseph R.idon ; a summary History of Arra- 
gon, till its incorporation wiih Castile ;*a chrar 

* One in pnrticu!nr by SigismnnJo INIabts, who resided 
some time in France, wlit're be extended his knowledge in 
lhi!4 art, at the scL*'olof Alfort, ihc best in«tkution ot’itskind. 
' (.)n his return to Spain, heifniblished his Elemcntos dd Jrit 
i I eterinaria. He is at present chief director of the school esta*? 
Wiiihcd at IVfodrid in l7pK 
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nological History of the Spanish Nobility ; Lite- 
rary Information concerning Spain, by Mendel ; 
numerous versions from the Latin, from the 
Greek,* from the French, and English T some 
novels, in which class, three published by fa- 
ther Montengon, a Jesuit, who has withdrawn 
to Italy since the suppression of his oVder, claim 
the precedence : Hi AnU nor, or dc la crianza <lf 
m Principe (on the education of a prince) ; La 
Eudoxia, or the education of a lady ; but, in 
particular, El EuseUo, a work in four %oluraes, 
chiefly formed upon the model of the Emilius of 
Jean Jacques Rousseau. 

But i« the department of true philosophy, they 
do not possess any one valuable production; on 
the contrary, they have a prodigious catalogue of 
books of devotion, both original and translated. 
This is an abstract of the modern productions of 
Spanish literature. 

But let us be candid enough to acknowledge, 
that mighty obstacles prevent this dawn of the 
arts and sciences in Spain, from being foll'OWfirf by 
(he refulgent blaze of broad daylight; '’ilrtdcb 
seemed to be approaching since the ctiws^nce- 
ment of the last century. 

1. Those \vho cultivate the arts and sciencea, 

* Among;^ trsnilalkas ^opt the Greek, we nrast notice 
those of Aiii^oo, of ‘kad Bion, by Condi 
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do not €i\}oy tVt portion of public estimation, 
'which sertes to exalt and encourage genius. 

2. They find themselves still encumbered with 
the foi'nidable shackles of fanfticism and her 
agents, whose j)ersfc»|||on is doubtless not so vi- 
rulent as it w as .in forflaer ages, but whose pre- 
sence. and number would alone suffice, to proloi^ 
this species of religious terror, even when their 
active fuuctions are suspended. 

3. Education is still by far Ipo much ne- 
glected, or what is worse, it has a direct ten- 
dency to ipstil erroneous principles and prejudices, 
aud to smother those generous dispositions of na- 
ititft with which the Spwiiards, perhaps more 
than any other nation, a|e^ liberally endowed. 
"Hfill jt be believed, that the expulsion of th? 
Jjesuits only served to deteriorate this essential 
branudi of the administration ? At that period, 
the dangers of committing the care of youth to 
rel^ious corporations were, if possible, exagge- 

The Piari 3 tSj known in Spain by theap-^ 
Escqlapios, were the on|y fiaternity 
peipillh^ to retain the maijagera^nt of sonip 
j|n d these were by no n^aits the worst 
ronductisd. In every other , instance Jhe func- 
the #e«a.ifs were delegated to the profes- 
. sofs, who were promiscuously layffiln or ecclesias- 
tics, but who were not embodied into a* corpora- 
tion, ^ did not live un^.)^rpof. ^T^iTi^uits, 
beside the poss^ions beiongi^ to thflif fiOciety, 
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had also particular endowments for diflbrenf 
professorships. I’his is the only fund which has 
been appointed for the tnainfenauce of new pro- 
fessors. It would suffice for a corporation of 
monks living together in a conununity, but it i» 
an inadequate provision for the ne^ oi dcr of thing'. 
iProfessorships so badly endoMcd will only be 
sought after by men of inferior abilities. Ilente 
the education of youth must sustain a maieiial in- 
jury ; and this is an inconvenience for w hich go- 
vernment cannot too soon pros idea remedy. 

Some feeble attempts have however been made 
towards introducing a partial reformation into 
some few of these seminaries of education. There 
have long been in,0pain seven principal col- 
leges ( Colcgios mnyores), in which voung men 
of the. first distinction in the monarchy, have 
been and still continue to be educated. These 
were nurseries for those persons who subsequent- 
ly occupied places under government. , "^his 
prerogative, together with many otberf^ pro- 
duced a vast number of abuses, administered 
food to' idleness and arrogance s and clfj|ge)iTjli^ed 
seminaries of education, which were thqifjESodez- 
vous of the poorer classes of pjead^s ,and law- 
yers. These last, however, qbtpined the ascew^- 
ancy in their turn, in thc^^^n of Charles III . ; ^ 
they obtained the "poyt lucrative appointments / 
under government, . an)^ ^bsequeutly’oinpluyed 
fbeir influence to obvi^c the glaring defects of 
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the great colleges. At their instigation^ govern- 
ment made a reform in *^;he 'whole establishment 
of these colleges, from which the most beneficial 
result Was expected ; but it has not hitherto taken 
place. 

The administration is, however, sedulously, 
and not unsuccessfully, employed with military 
education. Ch-irles III. himself founded four 
institutions of this kind; a school of artillery' at 
Segovia, one of engineers at Calrthagena, one of 
cavalry at Ocaiia, and another of tactics at Avila, 
whence it was subsequently transferred to Port 
St. Mary. At first dll : four prospered, to Hie 
great advantage of the different corps *to which 
they belonged. The tti^o last fell to the ground, 
with, the credit of their founders, the generals, 
Ricardos and Oreilly, who died a few years since, 
tho'qne while fighting, and the other on the eve of 
taking: afeommand against the French. The two 
other , seminaries at Segovia and Carthagena are 
sllll fh .existericej and continue to produce per- 
tfras dMicnt in the science of artillery, and in 

that we have said oii this subject, it 
will fecr’-seeih that scientific khowiedge, and the 
ttijeanii of acquli^hg it, are by hi), means so rare 
in Spain as is g^Jsally supposed moreover, 
that literature, the science^, 'and‘ the* fifle arts, 
are far from being:; tae^ytted. ih lliat country. 
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but tliat they arc encumbered with many shachlos^ 
and require m )rc encoumgement. 

Milh regard to national industry, the adnii- 
niistratiou has been assiduously employed, with 
tolerable success, ever since the commeneement 
of last century, in reviving thost? manufactures 
vvhicli the Austrian dynasty left in the most de- 
plorable condition. With bis customary viva- 
city, Philip V. crnbraced.lhis idea ; but he did 
not carry it into execution. Ferdinand VI. 
found in llio Marquis de la Ensenada a minisfer 
who, possessing great influence, ad\anced* to- 
wards the accomplishment of his undertaking 
with energy and perseverance ; who collected a 
number of al>lc as«*istants, from whose character 
and talents he derived advantage. 

Among other useful regulations, he established 
manufactures of all kinds in Spain ; laid addi- 
tional duties upon the exportation of raw mafe- 
liais ; ‘■cverely prohibiting, in particular, that of 
silk, and giving encouragement to expatriated 
artisans. From his administration Valencia and 
Saragossa date the rtivival of their indus^pr. ^ 

In the two following reigns, some of these 
manufactoves have been brough^to a still higher 
perfection. 'Wf- have alrea<^jr*seen how much 
Charles III. improv^ tho»^|^ablished at Sego- 
via and (i^dalaxars. There arc flourishing 
x^aaufactues of eparse ISpeat at Escarv, ia Bis- 
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cay; ni^Bocaircntc, a( Ontenicnti\ at ilcojj, &c.> 
ill the kiagdorn of Valencia; and at Crc. ^ikma, 
ill Andalusia. There are many others, which 
wc shall notice in Ihecoiu sc of this work. 

I s' ■ 

The silk inanufacturcs (as we shall see in an- 
other place), have been one of ilie principal ob* 
jeefs of ilie vii;’ilancc of ailniiiiittration, wliich 
has been attended with a beiuTici^^ result. 

The inanufacturcs of lacc have of late arrived 
at such perfection, that there is scarcely any dis^ 
tiiiction observable between the laces of France 
and Sjjain. Hiere are manufactures of bats at 
•Madrid, at Radajoz, and Seville ; and for some 
years past, those of fojr'eign countries liave serisi^ 
bly felt their rivalship, 

1^0 the present dynasty Spain is likewise in- 
debited for the few^ roads and canals slic possesses. 
We liaye already noticed the activity of goveni- 
lueiit vVtlli respect to the roads. The system of 
canals is yet merely in euihryo. There is one in 
the vicibity of Madrid whicli is intended to join 
tie Manjanares w ith the Tagus, and jlhus faci^ 
liie cominuiiication between the capital and 
the palace of Aranjuez. Two or three leagues 
have been coinpletcd, and tliefc ihey have left 
it. The can iiV of Castile, beguVloi^ since, na« 
been almost entif^y* abahlK^ned.. Ih.treating of 
&ragossa, we shall not.iM £be stale of the canal 
of Arragon. The cah^ wiiioh liad'ft^h ' 9 roj^t- 
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incorrect survey, •vvliich was subsequciitly lectl- 
lied, has been ultimately found imj)r.icficable, 
after the pompous advertisemouls solicitiui; con- 
tributions to defray the cvpenccs, which were also 
collected. The proprietors of shares, instead of 
the profits they were taught to expect, must rest 
satisfied with a moderate intercsl, which the King 
of Spain has etfj^aged to pay them. 

In 1784, the administration projected a much 
more brilliant and beneficial undertaking than 
that which it had been compelled to relinquish; 
this was no other than a canal, which, com- 
mencing at the foot of the mountains of Guaija-* 
Tama, was to communicate first with the Tagus, 
then with the Guadiana, and proceed to the 
Guadalquivir, below Andujar, which of course 
would have enlivened the whole interior of Sptain. 
One Le Maur, a Frenchman, had projected'the 
scheme, and was just going to put it inWcxCiBu- 
tion when he died. But the resolution hadt beeti 
formed, the plans had been drawn, and the funds 
secured. • The enterjirize was entrusted the 
sons of Le Maur, who inherited the projec^ltdf tlieir 
father, and also a share of his talet^s^ *|||F'wa6 
soon after interrupted, owing fb' tome obstacles** 
relative to the bourse of the^^abal ; ' the war sub- 
sequently 'intclrpose^dlher 'difficulties. On the 
return ptUbe, theyaolight in vain to revive 
tlfis pfpj(^t.‘ It appeari^l^ have been entirely 
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• Rut what imiiEt more .particularly conduce to 
the welfare of Spain, and yet has not hitherto 
been attended with the desired success, is the 
establishment of the patT^tic societies, known un- 
der the title of “ Friends of the Country." 

The province of Biscay first set the example;; 
it has been followed by the other provinces, and 
by the capital, where a patriotic society w'as in- 

i ituted in 1775. Aboul the end, of 1788, there 
ere forty-four of these societies, and sixty-three 
jn 180^. Their title suflSciently expresses their 
object. The members ate chiefly occupied with 
tha advancement of tl^ .arts, agriculture, apd 
manufactures of their respective provinces,. 
They propose the discussion of, questions relative 
to these subjects, and adjudge prizes to those who 
have;.4randled tliem with the greatest ability, 
I’liey^ropse, the activity of, their fellow-citizens, 
rcldndlo4l^if zeal, solicit the aid of their know- 
ledgU^’^l^rd encouragement to artizans, succour . 
and.jeottit^ to the husbandman, and promotp 
the osculation of patriotic enthusiasaii thtough^^ 
out all rsnoltl and classes of the people. There 
never.di^eK||!|.amore laudable institution, which,^ 
since its. commenceipent, made a ipor%rapid pro- . 
gress, or producedn^irtgr^ter sensdttojH. Those 
who can never contemplat&jprt^sperj^y WjUhout a 
mixture of jealousy, those ||J^9(^;habit|||} sjipine-; 
ness spurns at every happy ,;eyp}btiqn iqjJ^pjpaan • 



512 ^MODEiJN STATE 

feels itself injured by’pfosperous evenls in which 
they do not partake; all such, I say. have en - 
deavoured to rnake these societies tlic butt of 
their ridicule. They pretend (hat the members 
talk very plausibly and perform very little ; that 
they assume vast importance, and discuss wi<ii 
^reat gravity the iflost insignificant trifles. Un- 
epiestionably, they have not performed every 
thiftg that inigfat have 'been done. The mcdioi • 
crity of their funds has circumscribed their efr 
forts ; but the main design was to awaken the«:' 
country from its lethargy, to stimulate the talents 
of artists, and the labours of husbandmen, .to 
spur on their vanity by a pro.spect of fame, to 
urge self-interest by the hopes of profit ; and this 
they have accomplished. Government lias ap- 
plied part of the surplus of a wise economy, 
between the peace of 1983 and the war wf 1793, 
towards augmenting the fund of hCCiefloence. 
At their commencement, these establishnUpfrts bad 
•carcely any other funds than voluntary eontii- 
'^ntfons. Government has added to tbia ^utn the 
produce df'the spoUos y vacanUet vrlich has a 
near resemhlbnce to the fund whiclfifoimierly ex- 
istod inFrahtd] uh'*'*' of Came 

dps Econovn^s. 

ChtelesIU., religious scruples, 

^^krahted in appropriating 
* part ^(k 'fllfe tiic church to the en- 
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fif j of episcopal soes^ tfefir revenue!., for a slated 
peiiod, rev('d to the monarch. 

The patriotic societies have heca the fountain- 
head of various encouragetnents to industry. Kn- 
li«hteued h> their .idmonitiom, thcadrainistration 
lias revived several taws fatten into disuse, dt 
has prohibited foreign ooinmoditics, the rivalsbip 
of vvbieb might prove detrimental Uribe national 
manufactures. 11 tiaS* procured a supply of arti- 
zans, who introduce the inoproved processes and 
jiperations. Tliese measures have already been 
prejudicial and will Iiereafter prove stdl more 
,fio, to other mannfftcturing and commercial na- 
^lions. They ma} excite their fears and Inurrours ; 
they will doubtless redouble their activity and 
vigHauce ; but they cannot fail to be ap, lauded 
by all good jiatriots in every country. France 
hlbrself uiiglit even borrow these useful rcgula- 
lioAa.|il^m Spain. Her new organization would 
eaisij[y accommodate it^cIf to this change. A 
patriotic society in c^ery chief town of her de- 
partraents^ would serve to enliven tha^ industry, 
of whijE:^ there glready cxi.^-f, in jsopje, many mas- 
terly sp'ocsniens, and, in all, the^ggrias of a future 
harvest. Sud^ji^ucieties woul^J^d in France a 
soil well prepared and manured, >r In that coun- 
try they would a.roorc early 

and abundant crop. ||^tt^jPj»fepto,uur allies, 
that if, on many occa^i^Sn^jvi'O kaofr lipw to ooo* 
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sure their tlcf(!cts with asperity, w e can also, at 
other times, imitate their cxcellciicie!«. 

The patriotic society of Madrid dilfcrs from the 
others only in the more immediate patronage of 
government, and in its local sitiial ion, whicli is 
more favourable for collecting subsidiary aids and 
information. It has perhaps a narrower sphere 
of objects for the display of its activity, because 
V New Castile exhibits less v'ariety in natural pro- 
ductions than the other provinces, and its indiis- 
fry is also more circumscribed. Tliis society is- 
however, sedulously occupied with the ameliora- 
tion of agriculture in the environs of Madrid, 
atrd with jiroviding employment for children of 
both sexes, and for the poor in the metropolis. 

A perfect equality is a law most inviola- 
bly maintained throughout all tlu'sc socir^w^ 
There no distinction of rankf is know n. This 
bishop of Toledo, and the Duke dc Mcdii^t^li, 
will sonretimes find themselves sealed bcsi4^||^n 
bumble artizan ; and information is 
received, f^omwhat quarter soever itmayh^ dei» 
rived. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Council of Caftlile. Corregidor and the Alcaldes. 
JjCgislalion. Injluence^ of the Monks, mart 
fspccialltj of the Jioi/al Confessors, Aufhority 
_pf the Roman See circumscrihed. Concordat 
-of Opulence of the Clergy. Progress of 

philosophy in reference to Priests. 

As Madrid is the focus of the arts and sciences 
in Spain, it is also the central seat of government. 
Though the monarch resides there only a few 
weeli^ in the year, and his ministers are always 
near his*pefson, this metropolis is, however, the 
seat Of%dministration, and of all the supreme 
tribuhuls;' ^ Of these last we shall now take a 
survey, which will naturally lead us to^reatof 
the laws, |4he religion, the finances, and the mi- 
litary establishment. 

The, Council of Castile holds the first rank 
among the tribunals.^nd the coudbHs of admini- 
stration j-^or it aetC id both capacities! Asa 
supreme tribunal, it has the exclusive cogniz- 
ance of certain causes; and,.‘ib re-;» 
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As a coiincilj it superintends all those internal 
rcp;ulati() is m hick affect the public welfare. 

It com, lizes five ebambersj or iSVi/ns: 

1 . The first Sala dr goz ierno is solely occu- 
pied with the affairs of admihislialioii, and re- 
ceives api'iaL made to the council in oiJer 
to forward them to the sec< d Sola c!' ga- 
vierno, or to the court of justice. 

The second S(du 8e goxienio takes cop^mV- 
anca of such appeals as are transmitted by tli| = 
first, and chiefly supeiiiitcnds all those con'-'Tst, 
that relate to manufactures, bridgi s, and higu- 
roads. 

3. the Said dc mill/ quiinLino\, or of the one 
thousand tin' hundred; is so called, because those 
who make their appeals here, from the deci-»ions 
of the soicreign tribunals, arc obliged to deposit 
one thousand five hundred ducats, whicn they 
forfeit if they arc nonsuited. 

4. The Sala dejustiria, has the evclusiye cog^ 
nizance of certain causes, and in cases of impor- 
tance, acts in concert with the other chambers. 

•5. The Sdta dc provincia takes cc^izance of 
aji peals in fill important cases and receives cxce[)- 
tions made against the deci^ipns of the two civil 
lieutenants (fr ‘Madrid, and of the ullcaldcs dc 
cprte, in civil mattora. 

The lart also, epoditute a sixth chamber, dc- 

^ 'iTeiLi'l.yVA 

^longiinttte^ tp Seuci de Iqs (dcaldes dc casa y corlix^ 
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kvhicli bears a resemblance to wj/at was called 
Uie Tourndle. in France. 

Madrid is divided into a certain number of 
listricts assigned to the police, which are sever- 
illy superintended by an Alcalde de corte. This 
nagistratc judges -in the first instance conjointly 
vyith the civil lieutenants. Appeals are made 
from their respective decisions to t^ir whole 
I'ody assembled in court,^ which can only pco- 
rmunce sentence in the last instance in cases sub- 
mitted to its cognizance. It is only upon extra* 
S^uial'y occasions that such cases are referred to 
the Council of Castile. 

TITe court of the Alcaldes de cosa y corte wa« 
formerly the tribunal which constantly accora* 
patiicd ihe court of Spain in all its peregrinations. 
E\cr sjiice this court has taken up its residence 
at Madirid, the tribunal is also established there, 
and it has a provincial jurisdiction over the en- 
virons -of the residence of the sovereign ; it ha* 
also a.Jiirisdiction over a certain distance from 
the metropolis. 

The ^ujjucil of Castile is Hlie poi[y fribunal 
which is ^cognized by the grand^ of Spain, 
and all its members enjoy tlic right of committi^ 
inn^, as did those of the Fi'ei)cli'|i§riTaHients. 

In refepjnce to the administration of justice, 
Spajir^ divided into two^r^aiicer'^s ; *ihose of 
(panada and Valladolid/* wl&ich l^avje tire exclu 

/T . , -s’’'''"- 'tSi^Cna, • 

J*\ve cogpiaaiice of certaw causes. 


oni 
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their decision^to tfae€!ouncil of Caslile arc ojd 
made on two c''casioa»; w'hen the persons r 
issue chuse to run the risk of makinp^'applicalio 
to that chandler of the CouuciU denominate* 
the mil y quinientos, or iu sueh^ cases when jus 
tice is denied them. Each chart^erj' cvclusivel 
superintends the driminal causes tlie hidalgo 
within its own circuit, and all those suits in w hid 
its own nobility are coqcemed. 

Besides the two chanceries, there are cigl^t 
audiences for the whole of Spain, exclusive ((., 
the particular tribunal of Navarre, which beaC 
tire title of Royal Council. The four audiences 
of the crown of Arragon, are those of Saragossa, 
Barcelona, Valencia, and Majorca; and those 
of the crown of Castile are established at!Scvillc, 
at Corogna, at Oviedo, and in the Canaries. 

Each of the audiences, and each of the ohan- 
ceries, has a criminal hall {Sala de crimen), 
which pronounces criminal sentences in the last 
instance, and superintends their executibn. 

With the exception of a few restrictions, these 
tribunals, obancerics, and audiences, are et^ually 
absolute. The principal distincfieklf' holween 
them is, tfasd the former, as tor eriantple, the 
Council ofCattdte, try causcs’in the name of the 
King. In some ibstanoes;^'' ttplpcals cay be mad** 
from the* aujdieocos^aiCcNrogna and Oviedo the 
chancery at^Valladdl^d^ and from the' audieu-c 
at S^rfllb)to^!€biinc€iy of Granada, ^-^ut 
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the four audiences of this crowy'of Arraj^on, ap- 
peals, in'certdin cases, are dyiecdy carried before 
the Council of Castile, where, according to the 
daws of Arragon, such f uits-niust be determined. 

' Generally speaking, the boundaries of these 
several tribunals, are not ascertained with sufE- 
cieut precision, to obviate the inconvenience of 
frccpicut disputes about jurisdiction. As tha 
(’ouncil (tf Castile oniijs no opportttfrity to aiig> 
went its own jurisdiction, the chancenes. and 
audiences are incessantly struggling against its 
enProachiiionts, in support of their supreme au- 
thority. L'uless ill cases of appeal, which are 
raffc exceptions to the general rule, thare is no 
other resource against the decision's of all these 
sovereign tribunals, than that ofa new trial, which 
in Spain is styled mpplica. In such cases, ap- 
peals ate made to ihe tribunal itself, from its own 
antecedent dec isions, beseeching it to grant a new 
trial. 

'The heads of the chanceries are called presi- 
d(‘nts, lhos<‘ of audiences regents. 

The .^ad of the Council* ofuCSastile has tlie 
title of iHResiucn^ior governor ; ; ..two dignities 
which differ iu no material point, ,%lit are merely 
titular honours. siiiThe presidealwfithe Council 
of Castile^ must ^ay|.;ifeBi: a^grandee of Spain : 
whp^e appears in piddibi .ho P®®" 

E^atives; 

After^f long su*pen8ioD,4Ws|Jji5b;:dwCSfl^^ 
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again restoro>il,i\ in the person of the Count 
d’Aranda, in 1766; atene of those critical junc- 
tures, when men of superior minds become neces- 
sary for the welfare-of iLe state. Being at thft 
same time captain-general of ail Castile^ this ass©!* 
ciation of the civil and military, power invested 
him with a very oxleusivc authority, which per- 
haps he used with !;)0 great vigor. He caused 
many discontents, and cv;en gave umbrage to the 
sovereign. In 177o, he was obliged to resign 
his presidency, iu order to assi-nw the character^ 
of ambassador to Franccj which he sustaineulo^ 

to-' 

sixteen years. 

Notwithstanding what has b.'cn reported*' to 
the preludicc of M. d’ \randa diirin«’ his adjoini- 

t 1/ m 

stration of .seven months, the talents whh L he 
displayed during that period w ill long be remem- 
bered in Spain. The metropolis, in particular, 
will not Ibrgct how ihucIi ho contributed towards 
its improvement, its safety, and even its amuse- 
ments. I'o his prudence and vigilance Spain is 

indebted for the expulsion of the Jesuits, which 

<) 

was planned vl4th the greatest 9ecrecy,*4Bnd exe- 
cuted without di.slurbaiHe. He inade'tdiis king- 
dom acquairded with the real state of its popula- 
tion, which .^8 before d>at wry imperfectly 


know#. 'Thrdugfa iis b«|(^69eiit inter^rence the 
dissipaiion add HedBiiiousiiess oftlie monks wei« 



thfo’^Maeners more cos 

' -fhe profaoatiiHK^ of ' the 
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cliurclies, where the mo9t;|)roflkate villains fre* 
queati}' f()Unri an asviiABij w^ reformed. Tlic 
. jurisdiction of the secolnr authority was vindi- 
fl^ited against the Ksurpa ,n of the, Holy See. He 
retrenched 5 ' ^ c ( ’eternal cciemonicv ofieligiou 
(dailv proc' .oas known s u;e app- Nation of 
^Jhsaei.. .) V.'* h supine • dwice frequently 
prciiTS to genuine de- otion ii u .o* instances 
he aUa> ci.' 'ko. as we sl\ail s-.e im assvU ; ,■ place, 
the eserhi;"!;: power of fanfitinisn*. He would 
cr <; i .> , cjOi'Fiiation still furthei., had he 
p'.; o-.-u l!\ ti e \inh.( ky into, erence 

of!'- . ;ili's i.r --f '^'liarlcs in.; who in niatters 

or^'Mis , ’’•r ( iiu-otci balanced the iullripnce of 
ih ; ''.'.••iu-.it d' 

'’ tier hi • i;,piiLiive resignation of the presi- 
denc;' of the Comn o , ' .Ca.siiie,. the coiu:; with 
a c.’i'Jtir.iis .oii)0'‘i ■ eoi.fcr that high 

dignilv, duriii.., atcun oi eighteen years M. 
D'Ar ij.'la was succeeded by Figueroa; a pru- 
dent aviu di e- jydonate ccc'esiastic; win had only 
the title of governor of the council. After his 
demise, -^e Count de €arapoit!.anc.s, being se- 
nior of the coudcil, w'i.s invested vvith the 
functions of governor, but did . pot acquhe 
the. title until some; years afierwM-dls. However, 
on iny retwn to Speia.^ F ^oodthc pre-, 

Yd^ijy^df the Council W poss^ 

. sywef the Count de Ciawe^es, a %attidi,4grAar 

dee. ' Heodsodthe same year, maft tOiAhe 
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present day hei^as had four successors, who all 
had oiil> the title vf governor. These were, the 
Count de la Cauada, an old magistrate, long 
known by the name of Acedo y Rico : then thV 
Bishop of Salamanca, who at iii.s death was suc- 
ceeded by Don Joseph Eiistachc INIoreno. This 
last, a worthy man, rose by a regular gradation 
to the highest dignity of the Spanish magistracy. 

After him it was conferred on the Count dc 
Montario, by Avhom it is now held. He is a 
well meaning man, upright and enlightened, whq^ 
is deficient in no respect, except perhaps'lcTp 
knowledge of foreign countries. 

The Camera, or great chamber of the Coifncil 
of Castile, consists of magistrates, appointed bj 
the king in council, chiefly according to tlu'ir se- 
niority. This is properly the privy council of the 
monarch, and is moreover a supieine tribunal in 
certain cases, such as the succession of princes of 
the blood, and contested riglfls of cities (Ciiida- 
di's J. Through this medium, likewise, thegrants 
of royal favour are dispensed. 'I'his council pro- 
poses to his majtssty, through the imnistcr of 
mercy and justice, three persons for every vacant 
.situation in the miagistracy, and for every dispos- 
able benefice. 

No office in the magistracy is to be obtained 
by purchase in Spain. This is most as“s(is^dlj 
at first sight, a ver^ laudable institution ; bu^'s 
it not, lik^ other human institii|ipn, ac- 
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corapaniod with iiiconveniencij»s well as with 
advantages ? In Spain moK3 especially, it leaves, 
^n the one hand, a wider space open to the ca- 
'priciniis parlialiiv o(' the monarch and to the 
machinations of intrigue, whilst on the other it 
certainly proscribes incapacity and ignorance 
from the tribunals, and diminishes every tempta- 
tion and pretence for making a sale of public 
justice. But ought udt the integrity of magis- 
trates destitute of property to be suspected? 
SM<t,aro not their scanty pensions but a feeble 
'frnce against corruption ? Nevertheless, in spite 
uj^he declamalions of disaffected pleaders, lhavc 
not remarked, that unjust or partial judges were 
morc^ frequent in Spain than elsewhere. The 
EscrivanoSj how'ever, a species of lawyers, who 
in some sort act in the double capacity of attor- 
neys aud notaries, appear to me richly to deserve 
their reputation for rapacity and ingenuity in the 
arts of chicane. 

There exists a species of hierarchy in the Spa- 
several gradations ftf which 

followed. All the members 

» 

old counsellors of Castile : 
the latter never arrive at this statioti, witiiout 
having been presidents of a chandery, or an au- 
dience, oi at least apj^e^ Munsellore t>f one of 
tribunals, or alcaldes d^corie,'^\i^ themselves 
are cbqs^en out of the orSe'r^ of tlie pleaders, or of 


uish maci 


are very punctually 
of the Camera are 
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very erroneous n\>tions have been adopted^ con- 
cerning the term Alcalde, M'hich I shall endea- 
vour to rectify. 

Ill the first place, there are two classes of ordi- 
nary Aicaldcf), who reside even in boroughs and 
villages. The Alcalde ordinarfo, judges in the 
first instance, where there is no Correguhr ; but 
wherever t^|ta<e is one, the Mcalde ordinario takes 
cognizaiice'lfidy of civil 'causes, conjointly with 
him. Secondly, the Alcalde pedaneo, who is 
usually a person of sffae lowest class, has no 
duties to perform than to take delinquents into" 
custody, and to execute the wders of the Corr^ri- 
dnr, or of the Alcalde may Of. 

• TheclectHm of the ordinary Alcaldes is differ- 
ent, according to the privileges of the several com- 
munities, They are generally elected every year 
by the corporations (nynfftamientos). ' Iti some 
palaces thi'Y are elected by lot ; in others; they are 
nominated by the Council of Castile, by the tri- 
bunal of tlie'pj’uvincc, or by the lord of the dis- 
trict, who Seiefets one out of three persras pro- 
posed to hitB(.d: 

The AlcuMes ^mayores and ; aiw 

nominated bf tho itingaccordiug'to the recom^ 
mendatioii of A' stfiking abuse 

lucvailed.amon^ this class raagistrates,.^icU 
was reformed bV soVeijTiisent about fifteen\r 
twenty years, This office was conferred 
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tl3{> expiration of three years, t^tncncd to tlseir 
^ oijigiiial state of inactivity, ^Lcuce they could not 
yo. aroused except by fresh persuasions, tlaviug 
' justemerpjed from penury, and being on -'ie point 
of velupsiiig into their former misery, mignt \yc not 
suppose that they would be teinpted to make their 
fortune at the expeiice of t!ie people over whom 
they possessed only a temporary authority ? It was 
at length resolved, in OVder to furnish them with 
some motives of emulation, and to confirm theif 
wfi^^ering integrity, that ‘thenceforward they 
■iliould hold their oifices six years instead of three; 
r 4 greover,that there should hethreeclasscs of cor- 
rcg<»;uc’M<os,which tljcy yvereto pass through sue- 
cessiVcly ; and, after having ascended to the sura* 
uiit oT this hierarchy, they were eulilled to what 
are called in Spain the honours of the togado^ 
that is, the titular bonotu's attached to the rank 
of counsellors of superior tribunals. This plan 
was conceived by M, de Campomanes, and car* 
ried into execution by M. dc Florida Bianca, 
when he^became minister of mercy aijfl justice. 
In this hisiance, the wisdom of the minister tri^' 
UJBphe^yer biljealousy and risalship. Tbe.sc 
two men, who =3y€re oncc colleagues# and once rb 
vals, were uever/sincere Irjeuds *• 

* During drat period, when M. de Florida Blanca, then 
Known by the appellation of OpB' Jos^ Monitio, was fifent 
fcoitj Madrid to the court of Rhine* njw die htdhbu* mission 
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Besides tlie IhV^e classes specified above, there 
is also another deno.ni nation of Corregidors. v 1 
mean those of Madrid and Seville ; .two citit^ 
which have a magistracy of their own, of a pe- 
culiar description. Their corregidors a/e ap- 
pointed for life, and must not he profi/ssional 
lawyers. They are simply overseers of the po- 
lice, and, iRr;^is capacity, they superintend the 
city corporation, the bull-fights, and the public 
acts of the city. The ienientes dc villa exercise a 
jurisdiction independent of their authority viwit 
they occasionally act as their oflScial substitute^: 
At Madrid and Seville there are likewise rc^e- 
dores, a species of sherilFs, who arc also overseers 
of the police, coinjointly with the corregidor. 

In every quarter of Madrid, there is an Al- 
calde dc barrio, a sort of local commissary, who, 
acting under the cpntroul of the Alcalde de coric, 
immediately superintends the maintenance of 
public order. Lastly, there is a magistrate, in- 
vested with the title of Supcriniciidente, who 
is specially ; entrusted .^with the maa|gement 
of the poliejE!,, cpnjoititly with the Alcaldes dc 
corte, the Ccai^fgidor, the temeid$S deMUa, anid, 
ihe regidoras^y 

* *> 

M. de Camparrianes^7?5ctt//^hat4ig,attoitiey general of the coun* 
cil pf Cast’ll^ Charles, I, JJ/^hdsitafed^som time in selecting 
one of two they were both men of sup^* 

ripr he entertained of Monipo's, pre- 
possessing addfess/w^ici he the secuel at Rome, 
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This post, vi'hich has a great resemblance to 
thi|^ of the former iieutcuaufS' of police at Paris, 
c«4imunicatc.s to its poasessor very extensive 
powers, by which means he not only becomes a 
formidable scourge to all disturbers of the pub- 
lic tranquillity, but also occasionally alarms by his 
preposterous and Jealous vigilance, the peaceful 
habitations of honest citizens. Those who re- 
sided at Madrid towarSs the conclillion of the 
reign of Charles Iir.,vwill recpgnize, on reading 
this- observation, the character of Cantero, di- 
rector of the police, wbpi for more than ten years, 
more formidable to the unbefriended poor 
thaiii*^o delinquents. Notwithstanding this com- 
plex organization of the magistracy at Madrid, 
which frequently occasions disputes about juris-, 
diction, we must, however, confess, that there are 
few capitals in Europe where the police is better 
regulated, whore greater .personal Security prevails, 
or where criminals less frequently escape the 
arm of justice. ‘ 

But, it will be asked, accor^idg to %iat code 
is justice admirfisthred at MAdi^’ahdinlhe pro- 
vfeices ? We may affirm upou'gdM authority, 
that the Roman laws are in a great measure inva- 
lidated. 'fhere exist even some atfeient statutes^ 
i^Avhich prohibit them ffoin bang: quoted as legal 
4)r.ecedents, under sevete'* However, 

in^praciical points, they are frequentl^^ 
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precedents and information, without' regarding' 

"V? 

them as absolutely infallible. 

The method of framing the statement of a lcg\l 
suit is executed in Spain according to the Ro- 
man jurisprudence, with s<'m.e few variations 
only, in terms and in the application of documents. 
The referendaries ar'‘ commonly profe.ssional law- 
yers, whoStfkituations being lucrative, are in great 
request. In extraordinary cases, a member of 
the council is nominated tto> examine the proce- 
dure, and to make'liis report to the tribunal.'' 

The only authentic laws of Spain are conJ- 
prized in the codes promulgated by her anchj?t 
l&onarchs. Such, for example, arc the ley d‘c las 
siete parados, thefuerojuzgo, and the /nerp real. 
The principal code and that most in use, is known 
under the appellation of recopiladon. B is a 
collection of various statutes of the Spaoi^ mo- 
'ttarebs, from the most remote ages to the present 
day. Of this a new edition is published from 
time to time, in which are inserted all the lawa 
enacted SiUce <he appearance of the pfceecUng. « 

It has be^a^s^iii^d that Chai4tes III, ^SSsigned 
to give Spain ’ttew erfmindi cbdO. This is'ti 
mistake; fbr <h^ Council of 'Cailtle had simply 
proposed to tile nthtfarch, the revision and re- ' 
formatiod of the oid'iirlnfitiaFIaws, some of which 


trere lobsoleii^ siSIkrd, and committed the' 
execiltidh of '“to a committee of Wegie- 
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deiit. This labour, I believe, is not yet 

cj>iicl!ided, o(ieasioiu ;l at'ihat time a treatise oa 
the pena! Saws, the proihictiop of Lardizabal, a 
lawyer, which uiay be perused with pleasure 
and instruction, even after tlic treati^ of Bee- 
earia. 

The name of this Italian philosopher serves fo' 
remind us of the tremendpi^ pun^hj|pent of the 
rack, which is not yet formally abolislietl in Spain ; 
nay, it has even four^sereral staunch ad vacates in 
tlia+ country. It is not mprethiSi twenty years ago, 
that one Castro, a pric^, undertook a profiissed’ 
jsatilication of the torture. His arguments 
vve't 3 combated, and triumphantly refuted, fp the 
great satisfaction of all enlightened Spaniards. 

The canon law is adopted in Spain in all eccle- 
siastical suits. The court of Madrid is, however, 
hy no means so completely ^d^li^g^ted by the 
Holy See as we might be led.h^, intagine from fins' 
conspicuous figure still made in Spain by those 
;numerous and disciplined legions^jjOf modern 
Romp, whieb, imitating ^hp^^^d^jO^their an,- 
,ceston?i(,;,aHn atnAryersal dopphtllllt ^V^Xiu^sdon- 
ehly .religi’on.pud |^er minister* ^,j»eld in high 
veneration. Rrjiests, nay, even jxnonks, proqj^re 
admittance andyjascepdaupjjln f“uuli^l 0,f 

distinction, engage aenn|^*i)f/"trigue8, ' and 
freqni^ntly abuse the c(9|j|^<|g^p^sed,.in them 
hy-h^gojtry. These rad^,a|i«i^)infntheBB m'a 
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reigns of the la^i monarch s, after having been 
countenanced bv thcii* example early part 
of the last ceatun . The reader will j'ccollcci 
the dangerous ascendency acquired by father 
Bauhenton and his spiritual successors over 
Philip V . ; the influence obtained over Ferdi- 
nand VI, by father Rabago, who was the last 
Jesuit that;^4^^^’‘g'^^ functions of confessor 
lO (te N. IvVac 
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■ OT tliih subject, lie so harrassed (Hilaries III. that 
this prince, alUjpugli not of an irascible temper, , 
enjoined him to silence with a sternness which 
was nearly akin to anger. M. de Florida 
Blanca, who, during a long residence at Rome,:: 
had collected a more copious stock of pbilosophir 
cal than of religious notions, frequently com- 
bated the gloomy scruples of this ghostly moni- 
tor, on which account,* he foi felted his esteem. 

retgtt are pot ia- 

been eh»-< 
^ itlnrouglt tbe^ 


possess « 
a foofeft 
ptdr ; but th^" 
ll'tl&e-tliat ofaU otheitf'mitM^ipsed and 
bj^ the pi^abe of ktlie &voj;irile, the 
Itmanbel df all the royal benefactions, 
the greatest part of the reign pf 
es III. his confessor was very assiduously 
,,^sulted respecting the d^>osal \)f ecclesiasti^ll 
dignities, in the gift of bis majesty, aud.hc might 
^avebeen regarded as minister fiwrtheaffairsoftbe 
ch|prcli, But M. de FloridaBlam, havingobtained . 
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to which office the presentation belongs in such 
cases, put a [X'riod to the usurpations of the con- 
fessor. 

This prerogative of nominal i' u to the high 
church benefices in their dominions, has been 
exercised w’ilhouf opposition by the kings of 
Spain, only since the year the af'ra of the 

ratification of the concordat betvvcen the court 
of Madrid hnd Home.' Till Iheu, t!ie gift of 
benefices had been frequently the subject of al- 
tercation. They at length had recourse to an 
amicable negotiation, which, on the part ofSpaia, 
was entrusted to the management of the Abb^ 
Figueroa, a man of mild and insinuating temper, 
whom I have since seen at the head of the Coun- 
cil of Castile. The result of these consultations 
was the concordat, I y w hith the relations subsist- 
ing between Spain and the cou.l of Rome, were 
estdblibhed upon a permanent and irrcAocablo 
basis. 

In this compact, the Holy See confirmed their 
catholic.,. majesties in their ancient right of no^ 
minating to all coRsistoriad benefices 

The prihcipul difficulty related to the benoficea 
of permanent residence and tlie sim|)le benefices. 

popes insisted upon tfeek' fright to tlie gift 
of dbose whitb-beO^me tacard; during the apoeto-'^ 
lical ihotitbs. ‘The ^eoficordat enumerated fifty‘4wk»^ 
nombllfifitms '^(^'8h0bld belong to the ligdy 
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• upon Spaniards. It was raoredvcr stipulated, 
that these benefices should be exempt from pen- 
sions, and that the dignitaries should not pay 
an j cedillas ' hancarias. Thesfc cedulas were a 
species of contracts signed with the apostolic 
chamber, by which the candidate made himself 
responsible for the pajment of a certain sum of 
money. Now it frequently happened that he 
could not command a SHfl^cient sum to discharge 
his obligation. In that case, the Holy Sec ad- 
vanced him the money atan enormous interest, and 
kept agents in Spain to enforce the performance 
of^the obligation. This abuse, which it is a matter 
of astonishment to behold rearing aloft itS h^dra 
head in the middle of the eighteenth century; this 
abuse,' I say, drained all the Spanish benefices 
of nearly one- fifth of their revenues, which was 
transferred to the exchequer at |lome. 

But this is not the only abuse abolished by the 
concordat. ' Formerly the popes had the disposal 
of the property of defunct prel^l^, and of the 
revenues of vacant benefices. The Administra- 
tion of these fiands was eo^siguedto a board 
composed of It aliama, who were expert in the 

exercise of their cadling, that one-fourth of 
produce of these {ber^fices* was piuhoiszled by tljigif 
rapacious bands. ’ ThoJJolyijSccA’as resigned if* 
claki upon this source with t^ sini 

glejpfofiso, that tlie adtnijH5tB|4i||U,of,tJ^ #w/joa 
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astic, which \oes not, howevefj prevent the 
Spanish monarch^ fiom disposiijffofthem as they 
think proper. The administrator expends a con- 
siderable portiod of these fund'- in loans to the 
new prelates, in order to enable them to support 
.their dignity by a suitable establishment. To the 
honour of the high church dignitaries of Spain, it ^ 
must be confessed that these loans have been re- 
gularly repkid. 

Although the concordat stipulates that the 
produce of the spoUos y vacantes shall be ex- 
clusively dedicated to religious purposes, the 
monarch appropriates part of them to the enepu- 
ragemeht of industry, and even the remuneration 
of military services. But the chapters usually 
commissioned with the management of the effects 
of deceased prelate*, or with the administration 
of the large vacant benefices, sometimes reduce 
the net produce of their temporary stewardship 

f 

to one- fourth of its value. As the concordat de- 
prived the Holy Sec of part of its revenues, the 
court of Madrid, by way of indemnification, en- 
tered into a contrak to pfay the latter. on*th<‘ one 
hand, the sum of 600,000 Roman crow ns ; and 
00 the other, 310,000, for which it was to pay 
jlfl^fest at the ‘rate of three per cent. By thCj 
same copcordat, titp Holy See also obtained this 
concession : thatthe1)Ull of the crusade, of which 
we sliall makO tneniion under the head of imposts. 
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trihuli^s paid by Spain to the Uoly See, which 
were greatly diminisihed by the concordat, this 
i-ourt still eiijb^s’llie produce arising from mar- 
riage licences, which may be estimated at tiftccii 
hundred thousand francs per annum. 

Since that period, the court of Madrid has 
continued strenuously to vindicate the rights of 
sovereign authority against the usurpations of 
the Holy See. It will be recollected what a re- 
ception it gave to the remonstrance of Clement 
XIII. against the Infant of Parma, The Coun- 
cil of Castile immediately bought up all the co- 
pies of the remoust ranee, and issued orders that 
the same measure should be observed respecting 
all letters, bulls or briefs, which were deroga- 
tory to the royal prerogative, enforcing afi^esh 
the ancient ^tatulr' of capital punishment, . and 
conliscation of property, against all notaries nt 
attorneys who should bring them into circula- 
tion. 

Oil this occasion, the Council of Castile, of 
which Count d'Aranda was then president, again 
urged all that the kings of Spain,, since the time 
•of Charles V. ha<|, done to prevent the introduc- 
tion of the bull,, in Coma Domini, insisting that 
it was derogatory to the sovereign authority, a||d 
' to the jurisdiction of tjie temporal* tribunals, and 
enjoining all^rchbishops and'bishop^ of Ihe king- 
dom to suppress its pul^U(;^tii(pi'''and oh8«;y,ance 
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Against the 'irnf roarlmicnts of tlie court of 
Ronic^ Spain lia^ lik(“Wise another rr source in 
her so called “ jippe ds nv agatruii abuse f>.” In 
1784’, a Spanish publication on this subject made 
its appeaiiince under the title of Maximas sohre 
tfcursos de fiierza y proteccion. The clergy, 
sad the hol_y ofiice in particulai’, the ancient con- 
stitutions of which the author had subjoined to 
his work, endeavoured to suppress the publica- 
tion, but the Council of Os&tile and the ministry 
openly protected the author. 

During the reign of Charles III. the privilege 
■of nuncios in Spain were also circumscribed. In 
nppositi'on to various Salutes of former kio^, 
tile nuncios frequently abused the devout sub- 
linwidn of the Spaniards, in order to enlarge their 
tfm l^uwcrs. 

XJnder the reigning d\nat>ty, thc^^ had made 
Bwdi attempts, which, howcicr, did not suc- 
ceed. 

At length, in l'/7I, the court of "Madiidoh- 
taiaed a^hrlef fro® Pope Clcmcut XIV. which 
reformed thd departineoi(; of nuncios, suhstiti^^ 
ing instead of. the auditor of the nj(i^|^w, 
iipitt umpire 'of tills tribunal, a, rota, constituted 
M^fipimg to that Rome, consisting of six ec- 
sdfeiaeties, noMna^ mdeed by the sovereign 
pontiff, but ^ the king off^pain. 

imiependence of the 
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Jon^ juiice adopted maxims, in^many respect* si- 
milar the four famous articles sanctioned by 
the assenriily ot the French cleri^y in 16S‘2j to 
Mhich all subjects, upon th.cir instalment in a pub- 
lic olhee, are ohlij^ed to lake theoath of obedience. 

A great abuse, howe\er, still pievails in Spain, 
whieh originates from wrong conceptions of re- 
ligion : I mean, the exorbitant wealth of the 
clergy and of the monks. Since the secularisa- 
tion of the great ecclesfastical principalities in 
Germany, the most opulent benefices of the Ca- 
tholic church arc to be found in Spain. The 
archbishops of Toledo, of Seville, of St. Jago, of 
V^^alencia, ofSaragpssa, &c. &c. have paore am- 
ple revenues than any of ours ever possessed. 
There arc monasteries, particularly Caitliusiaa 
convents, the landed estates of which occupy ^iie 
principal part of the disirirts in which they^are 
.situated ; and these religious foundations, 
sides depopulating and impo*vcrisl)iug the cir- 
c^pijacent country, augment its misery, and pro- 
duce idleness by the blind charity with which 
they cocourage it. 

The government, how'ever, , which becomes 
gradually more enlightened, endeavours to obvi- ^ 
ate the consequences of this mischievous system. 
In the first instapee, the sage policy it adopts m 
the choice of prelates, proscfibes the ostentatious 
parade of this scandalous luxqry, .which, by giv- 
ing offisnee to ' 
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for religion; and although among this cla<5f there 
still exist some fanatits, they are, howefer, col- 
Icctivcly, eminent tor their benevolence, and for 
the sobriety of their manners. Their constant 
residence in their benefices. Obliges them to spend 
all their revenues in the country whence they are 
derived. They all appropriate a large portion 
to charitable purposes. Some of them devote a 
part to the encouragement of industry ; and this 
is not the only way in which the wealth of the 
clergy is conducive to the welfare of the state. 
We shall sec under the head of taxes, that 
ample contributions are derived from the clergy 
Moreotet, the court of Madrid has obtained 
|)ermi8Sion from the Holy See to levy pensions 
upon all lar^e benefices, amounting to onc- 
&itc( of their revenues. This power was enlarged 
a brief in 1783, and extended to all simple 
feOnefices of two hundred ducats (about five hun- 
dred and fifty livres) ; and, during the war, 
which was terminated by the peace of Basic, and 
occasioned an augmentation of taxes, the church 
estates, with the donnivance of the court of 
Rome, were assessed in a much higher propor- 
tion than those of the laity. 

Spain has beijnanore thoroughly convinced than 
any other Catholic country, of the absurdity, of 
maintaining religious orders, the generals of 
vyhich reside out of the country Accordingly 
the Carthusians ofS^a 'a 
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representations I was commissioned to make ii 
1785, ^Vo'•c ’celoased from their dependence ot 
the chief establishmeni of that order; on which 
occasion, the minister Florida Blanca assured 
me, that there were only two monastic orders in 
all Spain, the generals of which resided at Rome ; 
and that it was intended, on their demise, to 
emancipate these orders from such a dangerous 
subordination. It docs aot, how'ever, appear that 
this design was put into execution. 

This minister, being in some respect a philo- 
sopher, we must admit, that on particular sub- 
jects, he had adopted very enlightened notion?, 
lie had closely inspected the Holy See for many 
years : he had observed on the spot all that 
gives it such an imposing air, and learned at 
Rome to appreciate the objects of the veneratioit 
of unenlightened Catholics. Roda, his'predeo^- 
sor in the ministry of mercy,and justice, had ano^ 
long resided at Rome in the capacity of auditor 
of the rota. On his return to Madrid, although, 
generally encompassed with priests ^nd monks, 
he ventured to divulge opinions concerning the 
usurpations of the couit of Rome, which, how- 
ever bold they might appear, were nothing more 
than just, and he regulated hil ministerial opera- 
tions accordingly. ' ff Spain had an uiunterrupted 
succession of ministers like these two, or like 
some other modern statesmen, she wit-”''' .. v- 



340 lODERN STATE 

\ 

which she has becis enclijiincd during a pcri/)d of 
two centuries. 

In the present age, more especially, she has 
made a rapid progress towards this goal. There 
arc other proofs of this besides those which wc 
havje just adduced. The severity of the court of 
Madrid towards the society of Jesuits ; th^ per- 
severing assiduity with which it prosecuted at 
Rome the total suppression of this order ; the 
tranquillity of the people, who were calm specta- 
tors of these measures : all this, I say, will de- 
monstrate that Spain is by no means so complete- 
ly subjugated, as is generally supposed, by super- 
stition, abd by the absolute dominion of the 
monks. 
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Arguments for and against the Inquisition 
Enumeration of i\ic most recent Auto-da-fis 
Adventures of M. Olavide. Present State of iht 
Inquisition. Of the Santa Hermandad. 

In Spain there still exists a religious institution 
which extorts a tear from philosophy, when she 
beholds this kingdom groaning beneath its cruel 
bondage. I allude to the holy office, a tribunal 
which has long since acquired the charaetCT and' 
attribules it deserves, and which in Spain iS.atU|x 
sustained by the powerful aids of policy and ta* 
ligion. 

The candour wilh Avliich I explained my sen-!’ 
timents concerning the inquisition, in the first 
edition of this, work, has fcxposed me to different 
kinds of censure. On the one haud, some Spa> 
niards, men, in other respects, of liberal senti- 
ments, accused me of haviug, overcharge 
picture of the holy office with too glaring co-'4 
lours. On the other band, some Frenchmen, af- 
ter the perusal of my disquisition, comjaliment- 
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with the ruder epithet of an impostor. Be^t’een 
these two dangerous shoals^ what course 3 m I to 
steer ? To relate what I have seen* and to com- 
municate my sentiments on the subject; is what I 
have already done, and shall once more attempt 
to do. 

The vindicators of the inquisition pretend that 
it is a salutary medium, by which the sovereign 
authority commands .•espeef; that by overawing 
the conscience of tl»e subject through a whole- 
some species of terror, it affords additional secu- 
rity for his obedience ; being, moreover, an an- 
tidote to those endless variations and ambiguities 
ia the religious creed, by which the repose of 
the community has been so frequently disturbed. 
Heace^ they affirm, religion deri^cs her unity 
ipad purity; and they, moreover, ascribe to the 
Soguisition, the tranquillity which Spam has en- 
joyed, whilst other Christian countries of Eu- 
rope were distracted ’with religious feuds, and 
with the turbulent zeal of innovators. 

Others proceed to still greater lengths. It will 
scarcely apphar credible that Macanaz, a magis- 
trate, otherwise eminent for his knowledge, the 
very same who addressed to Philip V. a spirited 
remonstr&Doe agaiiyt the usurpations of the holy 
office ; that this Macanaz, I, say, wrote in 173G 
a work which was not* published till 1788, and 
which is entitled I^ensa eritica de la Inguificion. 
In thia ''aerfoiHUAce Macanaz savs. thif 
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by the , confession of heretics the/nselves, the holy 
office nc''cr takes any person into custody except 
his delinquency has been proved by five witnesses, 
and never 'condeinns him except from his ow'n 
confession, or when the former evidence is con- 


firmed by two other witnesses ; that on tlie first 
or second occasion, if the delinquent sues for 
mercy he is absolved ; that the holy office only 
passes sentence upon Jicretics, according to the 
advice of the most enlightened scholars ; that the 
delinquent is well used in prison ; that he obtains 
a hearing whenever he requires one ; that tlie 
heads of the accusation are read to him, and no- 
thing is concealed from his knowledge but the 
names of the witnesses; biiit if any heresy hP 
proved against him, and he does nPti’eipa.^t, 
the secular power inflicts the punishment 
uouiiccd by the law. 


There is certainly a great deal of triitli in 



representation, which, were it perfectly acournte. 


would not however diminish the abhorrence which 


we cannot help feeling for the inquisition. )lt ap- 
pears authenticated ( as circumstances can 
he ascertained, which thofe concerned arc com- 


pelled to conceal uniev the most tremem^ous 
penalties) ; t appears fptheatipated, I say, fl^ot 
the prisoners of the jmqu|sitioD,« althoug|i inac- 
cessible to all cxiey^lyi^itors, are treated and 
feidwell enough ; that the torture, said to be in- 
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for religion; and although among this claaf there 
still exist some fanatics, they arc, ho}’vj«t^r, col- 
lectively, eminent for their bencvofence, and for 
fhe sobriety of their manners. Their constant 
residence in their bcHeficcs, bbliges theiiiio.so««>^ 
nil their revenues in the cn arj|# ';» 


ilmn that tttc lives oi luv ^uui\ mwuiu 
spared ; ilint, ufirr iheir convcrsioih it only 
inflicts canonical piinishnierit upon them; but 
that the sword of justirc% which the king has de- 
posited iii^the tribunal for the cbastistMiicnt of dc- 
linquents, is nevertheless frequently stained with 
the blood of the guilty ; That even in such cases, 
it is only done with the. pious design of convcjt- 
ing many by tjie^ death of one individual, which 
also frequently "happens ?— t— I shall abstain from 
all comment. Silent indignation is the only fit 
reply to pch absurd epptradictions from the pen 



^i-mics. Id his opiuiou, the procedure of the 
inqui8iiioa'j|{$'patteri! of justice and lenitj^ when 
coAtra«ite^'^(^1||^se dreadful examples of bar- 
J]ffijaii|^^cOrding to Macan'a?, or rather 
ifejfa who have printed and rc- 
i vecause our ancestors were 

sangutnai'}', those who are* not quite 
TTOrbarbaroub in our days, or rather those who in 
cold hood veil the cruelty of fanaticism un^r 
the mantle orju fic'*, and who are the moreeol- 
pahle, because thev ^'l!lIlotevon plead the phrettiy 
of pa-ision ; such men, I say, have claims upon 
our icspect and e'-fc'cm ; and because they do not 
extirpate whole nations, likePuarro, they must 
of course be the geiiuiae models of humanity like 
Feiielon ! 


The ancient and modern antagonists of the iuifi 
quisition maintain, on tlie contrary, that it has 
uniformly banished intcllectifak refinement from 
Spain ; that it has cherished s'upcrs^ition in that 
country ; has kept the souls of the Spaniards in a 
tame and servile state of subjection, which natu- 
rally suppresses those daring flights of genius 
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that are alone compolcn< to produce vvliat is' 
great in every dtpartincnt ; thal, by prj>occupy- 
ing all the a\cnu(“> of tlic heart Midi fear, it ex- 
cludes the gentle sentiments of confidence and of 
friendship, and blasts alt the jovs arising from 
the nearest and dearest connections; in shoif, 
that, during a period of two centuries, it has 
doomed Spain to ignorance and barbarism. 

This picture is by nq means greatly over- 
charged ; but, as I propose to abstain from decla- 
mation, 1 will venture to assert, notwithstand- 
ing my abhorrence of the inquisition, that it has 
been somewhat aficcted by the universal revolu- 
tion in manners which has taken place. If this 
I'evnlntion has not essentially altered the original 
.constitution of the holy office, it has, how'ever, 
jpregiuced an abatement in its severity; it has 
Tendored the examples of its cruclt \ less couspi- 
^ORs, and less frequent. Those times are elaps- 
ed when more or less frequent, were 

pompous festivals, the solemnity of which, under 
the pretence of doing honour to religion, w as an 
insult to humanity ; tvhen the eyes of the people 
were feasted with the torments of victims consign- 
ed to merciless butchers, and to the maledictions 
bf the rabble ; whpn the whole nation crowded 
to this spectacle os to a triuipph ; when the mo- 
narch, surrounded by bis courtiers, imagined 
that by his immediate presence he w as perform- 
ing an act highly acceptable to the Deity; when * 
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.all the circumslaiices of these savage festivals, the 
conspicuoi’fj figure which an individual had made 
on this sanguinary theatre; nay, even live plea- 
sure receivedTrora them, were recorded with ex- 
ultation in the literary pruductions of the day. 

After the Auio-cLi-fe in 1680, a pamphlet ap- 
peared containing a cireniristaulial narralive of 
this ceremony. The author appears to rejoice 
upon the occasion, as if’ it were some scene of 
public triumplu lie is g'oing*/’ he says, to 
give an accurate and interest it.g* account of all 
the circumstances attending fhis glorious triumph 
of the faith, together with a catalogue of the 
grandees who had honoured it w ith tbeir pre- 
sence, and the substance of the sentence pfo- 
’ pounced against the delinquents.’^ s ^ 

The censors of the press applaud this pamphlil^' 
in the most emphatic manner ; It ought/’ ea|r; 
they, by reason of the sublimity of the subje<A>i 
not only to be conspicuously displayed to Spain, 
hut also to the view of the \vholc world.” 

The examiner goes still further than the ceil*!* 
sors. 

The author,” says he, has fully answered 
the expectations entertained' of such a desirable 
undertaking ; at a moment when jpublic curiosity 
was wholly occupied ^ith this suljyect, and wlieii 
'all true believers only lamented its procrastina- 
tion with pious impatience/’ In short he cannot 
be praised too highly for having described^ >yith 
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scrupulons acctiracy, the details of this wonder- 
ful ccrcmonij. 

Ill the course of liis narrative, the author fre- 
quently applauds the pious zeal of the monarch, 
who was jircscnt at the Auln-da-fc . 

“ This prince,” says he, ” having .signified 
that it would give him great satisfaction to b(' 
present at the celebration of a general Auto-da-fe 
the council of the inq,uisi(ion was desirous to give 
him a signal proof of their regard, by aflbrding 
him an opportunity of following the illustrious 
example of his august father Philip IV.” Here- 
upon the grand inquisitor went to kiss the hand 
"of his majesty, assuring him “ that he was has- 
iehing to make the needful preparations towards 
the speedy accomplishment of a work which was 
Ifa agreeable to him.” 

« It was a great consolation,” says be, to- 
wards the conclusion, to all zealous catholics, 
a cause of confusion to all lukewarm believers, 
and of astonishment to all the spectators 
to witness a patience w;ortIiy to be admired in 
future ages. From eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing his majesty was seated in his balcony, with- 
out regarding the sultry heat, or being incom- 
moded by the concourse of people, or wearied 
by thelong dflration of the ceremony. His de- 
votion and zeal were so superior to fatigue, that 
.he did not eyen retire for one quarter of an hour, 
to t^e refre^ment ; and at the conclusion of the 
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ceremony^ he enquired wlicllier aU was over, and 
whether it was time to ietis('/' 

The modern Spaniard- a^c far from di ro'uring 
that cold-blooilcd cru<‘h^ renders tUelieart 

callous to pity; and ine) inav at leist 
with impunitv the ‘'Uiall nunjS^er of viotiins v, lurh 
dill experience the ‘^e\('[rt\ )i tiu' te uii^dufn 

Such examples beeaiiu^ laie n\ tlie jMst cen- 
tur), which did noi*\\ttet-^ e\#Mi a single 
i^'cneral AuiO'da-fe similar to t!na whi^ li I have 
jUst noticed. 

. la 17 U, some monk'-, whose convent was 
coutif^uous to a nunnerj, wcu' eoinictcd of hav- 
ing abused the ascendency they had Acquired 
over the nuns, and of having seduced Ihein ta 
some irregularities, which the^ sought todisgiim^ 
under the cloak of religion. The holy oifice coti- 
deiiincd the principal od'enders to death, and ac» 
coidiiig to ancient practice, d(Ji\(Tcd tliciii I® 
the secular power. 

Eleven years aftciwards, the inquisition exer- 
cised another act of severity, the enormity of 
which cannot be extenuated. It discovered a 
family of Moors at Grenada, peaceably employ- 
ed in manufacturing silks, and possessing supe- 
rior skill in the exercise of this profession. The 
ancient laws, supposed to have fahen into disuse, 
were enforced in all their rigour, and this 
wretched family was burnt alive. 

• Xn 1756, the inquisition pronounced judgment 
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upon seven delinquents, who had been confined 
in prison. One of having: been wrong- 

fully accused, was acquitted. The three false 
witnesses, avIio had informed against him, one of 
whom was his own wife, were conocinned to an 
c.vile of ciglit years, and to receive two hundred 
lashes, winch, liowcvcr, were not adnuiiislercd. 
Another delinquent suffered this punishment : his 
scnience declared him <to‘be a heretic, an apostate, 
and one \dio -was inclining to the Jewish religion, 
and wavering in his doctrine; four qualifications 
which cannot well be reconciled. The only crime 
of one of these seven, was his having assumed 
the title of freemason. His sentence was perpe- 
tual exile, and the confiscation of his property, 
fee This sentence bore the stamp ol ignorance ra* 
#iafi that of cruelty. But in llbS, there 
has a. prh&te auto-da-fe at Lerena, in the course 
pif which some obstinate heretics were committed 
to the flames. 

The obscurity of these unfortunate victims 
prevented their fate from,«*lcquiring much publi- 
city ; and the universal terror, in.spircd by the 
mere name of the inquisition,, seemed <o be dimi- 
nished^ In 1763, the monarch himself bad cir- 
cuinsctibed tire 'powers of this tribunal. The 
grand inquisitor having, Cbotrary to the express 
will of his taajesty, published a bull, which pro- 
scribed a French book, he was banished to a 
convent, within thirteen leagues of Madrid. * In 
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this exile, lie sought to jiisfiiyiiis conduct, by 
pleading an anrie,nt_u5ag‘' iVom time iiumeiuorial, 
by which the holy ofilce was invested with the 
exclusive privilege of pruhibiling dangerous 
books. In the course of a few weeks he was 
again restored to favour, but. by the advice of his 
nunisters and the council of (aside, ihc king is- 
iued a decree to llie following purport: Tliat 
hereafter the grand inquisitor should not puh- 
lish any edicts whatsoever, unless they were 
transmitted to him by the king. 

• That whenever he received any briefs, by which 
books were prohibited, he must, in such cases, 
conform to the laws of the country, aii^ publish 
the prohibition, not by quoting the briel^ but by 
virtue of the authority derived from hisstatiou. ’ 

Lastly, tliat before the holy olgce shei^ cUU* 
demii any book, it must previously Eummon>'till^ 
author before ifs tribunal, in order to hear WUM 
he had to say in his defence. 

This petty triumph was, however, of short 
duration. The royal confessor caused the de- 
cree of 1702 to , be repealed in the following 
year. But M. d’Aranda procured a revival of 
this decree, by obtaining the support of a mixed 
council', consisting of magistrates and bishops, 
which had been appointed on 'occasion of the 
expulsion of the Jesuits. 

This was not the only attempthema.de to- 
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yards circurasr^ibiiij!: tlie powers of the holy 
office. He long enleifdined hopes of annulling 
its right to appr >piiate to its own use the pro- 
perly of condem .ed ci.m.ua’s; but it was ob- 
jeefed, that tiie revenue deined flora this privi- 
lege, foisiicd a greal [latl (if he salary of llie of- 
ficers of the tnbiinal ; .twculil he Ihcrcfoi" re- 
quisite, in order to eoun tin- (ielietency, to p'o- 
vidc a fund of si\ huiulieu Ibousuud fiancs. The 
proposed leforui was defeiied. 

He was luoie successful in another attempt. 
Being president of the council of Castile, which 
was always distinguished by its zeal in vindicat- 
ing the rights of sovereignty, and attaching more- 
over the same prelates to his cause, by tlie asccu- 
tllpKy^f bis genius and by flattering their secret 
avfteii$ion4o a tribunal enriched with the spoils of 
e|MiCopacy, he obtained at length, in 1770, a 
ceyial decree, which confined the jurisdiclio'i of 
the inquisition to thfc criminal cases of contuma- 
cious heresy and apostacy pioiubiting the same 
in future from committing any of his majesty’s 
subjects to a dislioncfurable impiisonment unless 
their crimes were evidently proved. Hy this 
modification it was circumscribed within very 
narrow limits. Ip Spain, this vai||£ry gave of- 
fence to none bKt a small ^umber or wiah and 
bigotted minds, was comoK'nioratcd and 
even exaggerat^bd abrotid.. The important crisis 
was supposed to bara arrived, when that hideous. 
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WbriKicr wliich jilulo.sophy liad Itfng been in pur- 
suit uf, would liiially be ie.id prostra!:*. 

dliis illusion w^Jnoi liispelled by tbc removal 
of M. d'Ai’aiidi!, V, hirh followed soon after, 
because culiylub^nc;- ciHieer.H, who, notvvitlistaiul- 
ina;- their rispcet for relipioii, had imbibed llift 
same juincipies, still eoiilimied at the head of 
the administration. iVr.sciial .‘.irnriiv was re- 
established; it was moroover i>;ii:iFanteed by 
the benevolence and moderation of the ino- 
j;arch, and by the tolerant maxims of the prin- 
cipal olHcers to whom he had delesratcd liis au- 
thority. The period of iiuMiisitofial terror seem- 
ed to be past ; the holy oftke appeared !n a pro- 
found lethar«'y,' when all of a sudden, in 1777, 
it marked its resuscitation by the sacrifice of 
illustrious victim. Along with the holy ofif^e, 
terror and fanatic were aroused in Spain, aftd 
beyond bier confines was enkindled the iiidlg||^ 
tion of the apostles of a wise toleration. 

Don DaUo Ollvndc, a*native of Peru, had. 
been raised by his abilities to one of the first enfi- 
ployments in the stale, that of intendant of the 
four Uiijgdonis' of Andalusia, and A'ssisiente of 
Seville. The uktihctiou he acquired in this high 
dignity, had exfited envy, as *wjctl as' admirai- 
tionand g*piti*d|^i when a fresh Arcasiop oi^fkl 
to dj|naiize in.' patriotic zeal. , 

king conceived a pl»n to'bting ifito cul- 
VOL. I. 
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tivalioii, and pe«ple <hat part of tlie Sierra- Mo- 
reiia, lluoiigh which pa'-scs the road from 
Madiid to Cadiz, a district formerly inhabited 
and cultivated, but since overgrown with wood, 
and become llic haunts of robbers and of wild 
beasts. This commission was intrusted to M. 
Olivade; he accomplished it with consummate 
ability ; but he could not avoid the rock 
on which great outer.prizcs usually split, lie 
created encinics. lie exposed himself in parti- 
cular to the animosity of father Romuald, a Ger- 
man capuchin, who being provided with a pa- 
tent from the director general of his order, by 
which he iwas declared prefect of the new missions, 
^l^j^ected the most absolute authority in every 
that had the most distant reference to reli- 
gion. Mis designs were strenuously ()])posed by 
Olivade, who gave him however a polite re- 
C^tion, and received him upon a footing of inti- 
macy. The disappointed ambition of the monk 
meditated revcngeui Some expressions, which 
had ir^advertptly escape4 , M. Olivade, furnish- 
ed the, ,of vengeance, ^jllc fomented the 
dificoutenis of some of the settlers, who were his 
own countrymen^ an4 eraplpy^4 them in order 
to discredit the new establishrocnt ‘^d its direc- 
tor. Thp memorial^ wliich. transmitted to 
(he cotwcil Cfastil(v,Cont^nod the most 
ous ac¥osationSj 04 W(|^t,M,,plivade. 
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>vas suddenly rrrallcd to rouil In <l;c month of 
JSiovombor. 171";, t^' nffr concerning diC'crcut 
objects relative to his mission. 

Whilst he resided at iMadrid in the most per- 
fect securit v, he accidentally discovered the snares 
that were laid to entraj) him. He learned from 
intercepted letters, that father Romuald had 
concerted his ruin, and that he was buoyed up 
with expectations of* pfatronage from a great 
court. 

Through another channel he was informed, 
•that this vindictive monk had preferred an accu- 
sation to the prime minister against him,,of having 
manifested a contempt of religion, and of having 
forbidden books in his possession ; nay, that, Jbe 
had even made a similar report to the inquisi- 
tion. ' ’ 

H is repose was, however, not di^uieted hyihis 
discovery. He sought protection near the 
throne. He repaired to the grand inquisitor, 
made solemn asseverations concerning the puri'fy 
of his faith, with a propo8^^td||ie2|||||j|t any im- 
proper expressions which might have escaped 
him. During his 'residence at Madrid foV inbfe 
than a year, hi^' iiohduct had hfefeh highly extloi:- 
plary ; but|iiothiog could hush'the storna which 
was impeding dVijf Bis head. ‘ 

the 14th of NoVi^heir; 1776,. a 'Spanish 
grahdee, acting in the tapadtyof iiiguazil nim/or 
of the inquisitiop, accompanied' 
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of h rain('«to ant t and conduct liini fv> 

^l)0{ liolv A’* iiilst at tlio ^aine 

tone, ]\\^ cltCt'l- h('ok , and ])an<\*^,\vrrc soi»*c(! at 
{'ar^ il. .1 wlicic hi> v.ilo n ^’dcal, and at 
{ii-' o i !!*arv i-'^idoi(W‘ V\ov\ tha< insiaiii ho 
o» h i fo h.’s wife, to Ins rolattons 
:uo/ (VicMiv' ^>inioi!’ a poriod (d’ tN^o Aoarstiioy 
wo . >ido)lv io'inn*w»i ii\ \\l*at part of tho woiid 
Itr u'‘-nlo I, oi wLJh< i i>y ivas yot alive, and tiiey 
relhui’siMieJ all hopci of ever beholding him 
again, 

m\ airl^ai in Spain, tliis transaction 
was quite recent. 1 was an eje-Avitness of tlie 
various sciiDatiuns it pioduced. The rivals of 
Olivadcj those who were jealous of his fortune, 
Rtjllie* honest bigots, misguided by their furious 
zeal for the cause of («od, eoutPinplatcd this 
event in the liffht of a triumph. Many ofi/ens 
of an austere eharacter, regarded it as the jii'-t 

f 

oha^tisonTciJI of judiscietion, A^hich oucht per- 
haps to have found other judges, but ought not 
to go unpuahlshcd. 'Consternation, Iiova ever, was 
the prcvaiTOg sentiment. Evoiw one began to 
tremble for his oVvii safety, being app'ulK’nsue 
ii‘8t, among bis most intimate eonnevion^, he 
’might find Spies 'and accusers'. All minds weie 
overawed, by jealou'^ and'*’dfeaia\ . M hat rea- 
sonable hopes could they cndfi‘h of indidginp- 
hcrealior, withib theii* bwn* d''(^lhiigs, the giene- 
rexis scutmieuts of ifltieudsbi^ aud' of confidence “ 
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Wlial man conl<1 proteiul io sn,{‘]i a sliare of prn- 
<]c?ice^ as to l>c iii vi a vs m:is((!r (o"' uir(‘!y 

, to !)a!duce ail Ms aclioii \ or lo sif: vM 1 i.s oa- 
pressiotis, iv. i roer ool to ai>v j rl 

criminal aociLsuci-rii 0> a!i i ortiiy iorivir.:;- in i ;n 
liusl), to a j)epnr:\i dona to a iVi oiJ, or to 
a J^on misguidrd h\ {Vii:; i‘);,s soni j)lrs ? 'i i!<‘!n‘Iv 
olria‘ is pcrljaps iiOlaru . : h;'>ro ij ui 

])y the (iidales oi chh: , hoi iis coosh^Ldhui i«, 
foi!;iidab!(', . How lwa wv :iu)iii Jiiosc rj’uadribi'Ks 
Nviiitii are silcnilv ii) the ua:k recose.s of 

, ai! impervious !abvriii!!i ? 

Such were Uic reasouiiies su”t:c sted by dismay 
vliiriug the detciilioii of bi. Olavide.* The ap- 
parent lethargy of the inquisition had rc-esta-- 
blished personal security; this sndden..d^?j)|^iiiy 
of its active uiuctioiis produced a panic aipbng 
all ranks, 'i'iiis early imprteisiqn was uiqreover 
jnoionged by other circumstaiiccs. T!;e n^opks 
.Siiji posed that the auspicious moment was arrived 
io rccovci’ tiieir dominion. No sooner was M. 
Oluvidc arrested;, than iijfor!i^aliv)u arrived that 
,s(/me Capucliin missionai ieSwerp indulging all tlia 
extravagance of)d>eir zeal, and furiously dcckihi- 
ii!g at t'cvillc ^agfiiust profane,, tl’.eatres. in, flie; 
mean timO;,.,t}ie provincial inquisitions .shared in 
the trium^ ,^f ,th^r sister iniumal in the <jaiii- 
1^, and njadeyaijtrial.qjfi^faeir renovated >:niergic«;, 
i’l]^ tribuiiai Cadiz..^ji|§,jM;cii,,<5dini:!C%ioratiiig 
• witlji>fl!^rpatc8t a ecicmouv 
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which had been laid asiJ(‘ for half a century, huf; 
which IS rcpi'atcd aimu.dl} at Madrid ; I mean 
the solemi) rehearsal of all ihe decrees of thc^ 
holy ollice, of those bulls wliii h are the pillars of 
its power, ai.d of all those anathemas w Inch it 
hurls like tiic tl.iindn bolts of ^e.ijreaiice airainst 
the <*’iiilt > heads of heu'iKs It seemed as if the 
holy oitb e was u jhtd to » the feeliugs of 
IhepohiK. 

In the mean tin»e, the judicial proceedings 
against 'I Olayvdf, yvcrc conducted with the 
most prohuiud secrecy. At length his fate was 
decided, after a close iinprisonnient oi two )ecus 
and 6cve» days, duinig which period lus inter- 
course with the world was wholly suspended. 

vlGhl Ihe J81st of Noyember J778, a convocation 
VNU^lield in the hotel of the inquisition, to w'hicli 
were invited , forty persons of difi'erenl oidcrs, 
futtong whom were several Spamsli grandees, 
sotne general officer!, priests, and monks. 

The delinquent made his appearance apparelled 
in yellow robes, carrying a green wax taper in his ^ 
hand, befo^ accompahied by two ministers of the 
holy diBce. All the details of the procedure were 
read before him. The most interesting document 
wais a circumstaotial narrative of his own life, 
which he had composed hiniself. Ifl’*this narra- 
tive, he frankly confessed that 'Oh his travels he 
had cult'ivatedi the societyof superior geniuses,' of 
Yoltaire and RMtsleau in'pftrtteuJiar; morppver/ 
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. that he returned to Spain sirongl^y tinctured with 
projudic'cs against the tlcrgv, and persuaded that 
the opinions and pnvilo^ rs of the lloniish church 
"were hostile ’lo Use welfare of nations ; lhatj since 
he had s ■rscrintended the colonies of the Sierra 
Moreuii, 1)0 hnd trequcntlv^ in a rash and iucon- 
sidei u'C ni tnner;, declared iiis scntiinenis concern- 
ing the obstacles wliich ndarded their progress 
concerning the infaililiijily of the pope, and the 
tribunals of the inquisition. 

Next came the deposit ions of seventy-eight 
\vitncsses, who accused him of having frequently 
held the language of free-thinkers; of having 
ridiculed the fathers of the church, &c. &c. 
The delinquent confessed nnany of these accusa- 
tions, and denied others ; alleging, jnerepf!^^ 
that the expressions imputed to him were der|y<^ 
from the purest of luotives; that, is fojue iipr< 
stances, his object was to arouse the industry 
the colonists committed to hiS cstre, whose iiv^ 
lence often disguised itself under the exteraal 
rites of religion ; lastly, tiiat, when he declaimed 
against the inconveniences bf eelibaTj,, sole 
view was to cnc^rage popuUtiba, 
necessary to the welfare of the state. . u, ' ,;y 

This methodf of exculpating, hisi^conduct 
pcared neither conclusive nor respectful. ( -Jp® 
was also accused of having*®mplojcd every arti- 
fice-in order to inisleiadj^ of ^ holy 

office, by int^^^pti&g ik and by per- 
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Sliading Ti Unessos to retract tlieir evidence; aiid 
these charges were proved by his own hand-- 
writing. 

In hue, tlie tribunal judged him guilty of all 
the crimes laid to his chasef*, and pronounced 
sentence upon him, by which he was fornadiy 
declared to be a licictic. lie interrupted liie 
ceremony in order to appeal against this deno* 
mination. This was tire last struggle of his 
fortitude ; he fainted away, and Adi from tli@ 
bench on .which he was seated. On the re- 
covery oFiiis senses, the reading of the sentence 
was continued. It denounced the absolute con- 
fiscation'of all his property, declared him inca- 
pacitated from holding any office, banished him 
twenty leagues of Madrid, from the 
rd|^li|0idences^ from Seville, the theatre of liis 
|dt5ilii^#wer, from Lima, his n.‘livc couiitrv; it 
Condemned him to be cOuifmd for eight years in 
inoiiastery, where lie was to read ( ertain godly 
books, which would be prescribed to hin-i, and 
tp ^ixmkc HDiHifessiou to the l)riest om e a month. 

;be,;TOade', af9olerni| rccaxiUition, and 
AtepWed froDtitlic censueps l>c iiad i:icurrcd 
Idl thp Jir.EOiUiiy pjf^ciribetdiby tlie cauotid. 

I: spectidorS. wJio,i^iSre toky ^cll sup|)ose, 

were all staunch bol^v4^y.a88ert ihat lie mani- 
fested iW^eq^ivocalj.iig«s^f cpdtrilion, and jresig- 
nationj and sooa^eaiPr 

^ions pf pity,,#; 

‘ r ► *^ii’ '■* 



It is assortcil that tlie monarch, na}' even iliat 
the grand inqni'^itor niifigatcd the rigor of his sen- 
tence; sonic of (he s iiaving voied for death, 
and oiiiers lor at least a public and opprobrious 
punishment; that (he royal conl’essor, in part i- 
cular, had sujiporled liie ahernativc of fi<‘verity, 
consistently wiili his ferocious and bigotled dis- 
positiotij vvhieli ineliia 1 him to suppose that this 
crime could not la' ouifrivisc evpiated tiiaii bv a 
signal vciigeanee. 

It Avas, however, a matf.'r of irdinile difficnlly 
to ascertain all these facts. Fear had reprcs.sed 
indiscretion on the one hand, and curiosity on the 
^ other. A conjecture or a question might have 
been misconstrued, and have einbiltered the life 
of him from whom it proceeded. The picture 
dclinoatvd hy Tacilns, in his Life of AgriC^la, 
was now real i-.’.ed : n'lciiipto per itupdsUi^^ dt 
/oijCiv.d'/ ct (naHiii.H iU^'iisncrcio ; or rather Oile of 
a more modern date, although not less tremen- 
dous. 

It mast nevertheless be confessed-tijat tlija cri- 
sis was not of lopg duration ; the miads' of the 
public presently recovered theif wonted gefenity : 
it w’a,s known that Cliarles III, had merciful dis- 
positions, and also that the mi ulster whom hdliud 
just appointed Was no-apO^le ofYanatuiism. 

■ The peculiar 'circiinistaljces of (he viclim coii- 
trilbtited also to dimiif!!^f^(th#np|}rehcaslons ql 
|lic public. His talents and success 
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envy even before, the}' atfraefed llic auinicicher- 
Sion of (lic holy office ; and the citizens, having 
nowin agreat measure reco\ered(Iieir tranqiiilijity, 
fondly indulf^ed hopes that their obscurity wmild 
be a sufficient safei!;uard a:;ain''t the severe scru- 
tiny of this trihunal. 1 he in ilu t, il<- 

monst rated that it' 'cvnit^ only temporary, 
and that the eoinuik- <'.f the nu.jarih v^ere '•wa^ed 
by more mer' iiul 

Scarcely had ]\I. Oknido c’dercd itpou his 
confinement, in a coinent of J.a JMcinchcij vhcp: 
a rcpre' i'iitatioii of his impaired health procured 
tim pcrmibsioii to visit the mineral waters in flue 
vicinity ; 'soon after, he M^as allowed to make 
an excursion to those of Catalonia, which he 
thought would be more efficacious. These, being 
near the frontiers, lie easily eluded the vifdlancc 
of ilk guardians, a circuuk-tancc which was 
doubtless foreseen, and biiUiing at1i( u, as be sup- 
posed, for ever to his country , he went to France, 
where his reputation had long preceded his ar- 
mal, and where he was received as the martyr 
of intolerance*^ 

* On his arrival, lie was hospitably entertained, courted by 
phikusophers, and cts^ebrated by poets. Rouchcr, towards the 
conclusion of bis poenv on the sea/Kuts, appeared about 

this time, alludes to him in the following, lines 

i • * , 

Que de ribcre entin la pieuse furie 
. Stetrissait un Thonpeur dc sa patrie, 

Et solennel|bni^t replagait aux ^tels 
UJiydre avhle de i’or et du ssfec'dit^Wktels, 
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■ Some monil:!! afScr his Ci«ht., the kincj of 
Spain, notsiiiiall V' A ieldina; to the sufiji’cstions of 
his confessor, 'vIkisc appetite for persecution was 
not yet appeaW d, ('eniandcd his surrender from 
tlie court of \ ersasiies. A conciiidtory answer 
was sent in rctui ii, that the oOe.iees of Olavidf:, 
however heinous th.ev nusht appear in Spain., 
were not included anvu!;!;- tluv.e ju litieal crimes, 
the authors of wliicii ar* r..aiu:iiiy delivered up 
• to each other hj civilized nations ; and the court 
of Madrid did not persist in its demand. 

Jiiunediatcly after his escape, lu; found an asy- , 
limi at Thoulousc, whence a fal.se alarm induced’ 
tiini to retire to Switzerland. In tlic scqh(‘h he 
fi.xed his residence at Paris, where, under the 
name of Couni de Filos, he led a tranquil and 
happy life, in the bosom of friendship and of the 
arts, which must s<»on have made him 
pie amends for the loss of his official emplojo 
iiisnts and popularity. Ten 'years afterwards, 
tlie French revolution, which he bad doubtless 
foreseen, and rcgardeil as a desirable event, 
hibited, towards the close of liis life, a pheho- 
inenon of a new kfnd. He heard the thunder 
rolling aropnd him; he was himself, for some, 
months in danger of being shivered by it/bolt*. 
Having passed the eyer-tneraorable eipoch of 
/error, under the most cruel and well-funded 
apprehfjnsion, ho learneirf.v ^h^at 'he couM not 
possibly suspecj^^l^ppi' years beft^ that there 
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V/a^ sr>rnot!i:*i';'* vr Irr 11*^ miu iiu/ie foiniulabl^j 
lini! 1!'i' i 1 ilr allt’raa!(U niirrcl io 

a rina! M'at lu jv the h^aeLs oi‘ the I.oiro, ^\htre 
lKd\ an I Unbi’/Mit heeaiuc s('(Ia(c 

a h 1 titUK^in', \M*thonl ( M'neui^^hini!: the iiub ol 
111 ' sonl. \ fi hi^-jon tiioi j* li! { ml that tt> 

wiiiiii he had feih'n a •'iit iui' * iifiw Shj'plie.I hau 
avitli a fund of e ^ o.*<r'ia; iKeralure osnn.eo it" 
lu*ri‘‘U.(s and ‘^o »•?{ !e h‘‘i faunlaui oftUle’h! , 
lusonim h f' u ! \ a * c oineuieiu e < fi vuit^ 

^he tni u ‘ i* r the fu’^t time, a \\i < 

aiiv. <1 f A.1U » 

i 

When i V lu^c tins in ]7P7> M. Olavidc cmnl iinul i^f 
L>pcs ot RA siiui^ a (ouiitiy wheic lie lutl been iioscnbceb 
and whcifpeho had made his escape like a t'i<nli\e; but agi% 
inij,foitune^, and great examples^ had ltd li m batk to that 
migton which he had been ami‘f '1 of d( ,| i i.i IL not only 
frank pjofcs'^i on ot cl.i^f ^ I ! ^ dtc at^d Ins 

lei^lire Iiour» lo its MiKlieation, j . \ o u n nous voi, ,^v biilj 
ajoiKi known in ^pa ii i u cd.innHtl a IkikI u 

th<? siU'^eiii <)i hh comti n i Muinc a a n i ^^liK 1 

* sitnu mci t oi ertlmvasni t.^i . mi [ r m ( IVmcis lud 
excited of ^aiion, f lie foiui 1 1 a^'u na c i i li kuk , 
*nay e^en, wli^t was far more difficult "nnn ^ ^ the la. nus of 
thatfpimidablc tiibniL. 1 , whn^h now, for the bist tune, retoJ- 
iected that the divine k^islatoi, of whp^* ^c^ge*u^ce n assumes 
the dcicgaud agtncy, does not dis^re the (ho/h of a sifiua, 
lui thnt he 'should lx ( onrerted and Iwe, M. Olaiide obtained 
peimusioti to leturn to Spain, and hi 179 s, le appealed 
Ih th ^nae mdtropolw which, about tu t ay jear^ befoic, 
ht! 1 ’wincs*>pd hi«fCon(l«imhat*ion, But the scntim(?nts of am- 
bition and oi resentment were alike 'e)t|uiguibbed ip hb ebui 
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* Since Iho period of his condenimillon, iru: holy 
ofhrc, on one piirticular o(‘(*:u oon, ^ oiOiCnuHi 
thoj-H' jinvlous lV;os Ikio excitcJ. hv :i 

jiKvre r%...Tnp!e, whiv.!;, din not 

])r()durc *2 o: 0:0 *ition. i slill sir.:ddcr v. Ijen 
I recollect. in a poor wonuin :\i Sn-* 

viiie, convicfcd cO* .-.n rei v an S v- ’tchcriifi , ’o as 
ooodeipued by ihis t.ril n: ; i a> ;io!>nrnt alive, aiid 
■r<!is scniencc was ncconv;?;;;;! v put iu cxccu- 

U idi the exceplion 'rrjpendmis exam* 

j.iVj i!n* ijiquisition hii< c. niihnni l]’>e excrcirse of 
Ihs anMioiil)’ to ti few indivkiiniSs, whn expsateJ 
irn*iia:ioiis ex])ressions by a recantation, and by 
jligiit piinishnients. 

Ill ^iS^, i witnessed a scene of tJm kind, 
wliich was iieh‘d at Madrid, and exKibite(^|^ 
j)i‘o<fr tliiit tbi> tril’unal, iiotwilhstanding; 
dread iiisidred by constiUdu)n, is sonietii>ie$ 
less severe than secuhu* tribunals. 

A 2i?i:jiieain, wfio f^^ok un his 'Station' at the - 

[forcliofa ehiireli, had dedicated iHS^lcisure to 
the hwciii'un and .yomposuiou of a spepics of 
{deader, to Vv bieii asindfcd n>a>'\e}loos quaU-^ 
tio*\ It a mixture of irgacdii^utii, the bare 

So(>!i after, ho retired td^An^lVl^sia, to oDe*of rel^- 

tivL's, the only one ofjJus aucieat fTioud:?, v Ijo survived 
i:is' long e-xilc. 1 ierc -ho'endeddds b* 
hig alternately tastal Utfe iatid e:rK^unter^^ ibc dan- 
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inoiTiion of wlticli would ollVnd the. modes! v oi 
my readers. He liad invented eertain slrani^c 
speilsj which were to be pronniiiiced diirinp; the 
anplication of the remedy. That it mi.Tht have 
a proper efiect, he prescribed ccitain corporeal 
attitudes, which are more easily imagined than 
described. It was a new himl of those philtres 
which so long abused the credulity of our igno- 
rant ancestors. 

I'his nostrum was said to have the quality of 
restoring (he a p pc ' be of a satiated lover, and of 
softening the lioart of airohdurate mistre.ss. 

Every thing v.liich inflames our pas.sions, has 
likewise an ascendancy over our credulity. The 
impostor did not fail to make proselytes among 
that' dteicription nf ' people over whom the mar- 
has a powerful influence. Some acci- 
dtntifl-succcsses gave reput.ition to his nostrum. 
Hdciehtercd into partnership with some w'omcn, 
who assisted its circulation. His powders, how- 
^ever, as we rfay well suppose, were sometimes 
ineffectuaUy eraplo^yed. Most of his dupes, more 
confotthd^d than exasperated by their disappoint- 
nieai, kept tim matter a profound secret ; others 
broke sileh«!e; and their c!o'mplaiiit» at’ length 
reached the ears* of the holy oMee. « mendi- 
caitt'W«|»!aken mto oos^f od/i and briiiu'^ht to the in- 
quisitiohj’togedl'^jp witlfhis acLCOinplices, vyhere a 
legal process was ihstitntcd against then^in due 
form. 



Tic conrvH^{\l tile v,ho!c; fie doiiiered up liis re- 
cruit and his ‘|5rlU. This produced one of the 
ii?os( s^h*jn 2 ;c jodji ial {-jf roedinps that was ever 
ir^htulcJ hefoie hdoMul. At length the 
oft’i h’ !uu iii aimed: tlu' judges, the de- 
liiivjiJcuh., and a crow J of spe<.ta<ors of all ranks, 
a-'hv'uhlid iii (he Dojulnicaii ( hurch at JMadrid. 
Di\iue tciwiccvvas pe'r>itn(d ; it was iutcrruplecl 
hv th^ recital of this c'f'i;!oi uiiiary judicial pro- 
cess. They were not appreheusive of profaning 
the t^nuple of the Loid by a repetition of the 
r.'iod obscene particulars. Such wcic the regu- 
lations of the holy oflice, and tliry were not even 
dispensed with in compUnicnt to some young 
ladies of distincttoi}, who Concealed their con- 
fusion behind their fans. But this wus not all : 
the nuns iheiiisehcs, moro tenacious of 
vilcges of their church than of their 
not lose any i)art of thisf ceremony, q|||ldvtb^ir 
modest ears were assailed with these scatwlalous 
details. Sojotence was pronounced and executed 
at the conclusion of the inass^ 

The mcudicaut ^Yas declared arraigned and con- 
victed of soropry, of profaijatioil, and.inipos' 
ture, and, vras condemned to perpetual ii^riSon- 
ment^ aftCsr bavipg been sconr^cd tbro||gli the 
principal street, in tdiei,|tovu. 'TwoLworacn, 
bisacconiplicos;, wero IW We ver, pealed wfl|ji.iPiore 
indulg^e. 

‘jAcecrdinglyi' tlte4brce dcliucueni^'-i wpi-f 
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takiji" their 4"parturc from the DoniinicajT 
church, mounted upon abses, and arraved in a 
SauhciiUo, dcrorated with diabolical figures, and 
other symbols. On their heads, they bore that 
ominous cap in the form of a siigar-loaf, ■which 


is styled coroza. The man was is.i!vcd down t*> 
hi.s -waist, and displayed an embonpoini, which 
could only he ascribed to the great demand for 
his powders. The jiroce- sion was headed by the 
Marquis dc Cogolhido, eldest son of the Duke 
de Medina Ccli, who prc.iidcd at this ceremony 
as alguazil mayor; he was followed by several 
Spanish grandees, familiars, of the inquisition, 
jmd several other officers: of 'tlm same tribunal. 
A multitude of spectators occupied all the win- 
the streets. I'lie spectacle 
iheit curipstty to such a pitch, did 


Mi 


respects, ■wound their sensibility', 
a iust seolepce cxeeuted with more 
^ 'iiycr|'M-w; aha tliea ll>e mendicaut ha|{- 
^ed, th'p'cxe^mlipner made a gentlc l^pplicatipii of 
t^^j|l^p ^ his slimdders, and a charitabli! band 
,admini8ferc4 a gfes of 




his strength, and toicni 

- • ■' -M' 


fU • 

lE*^ 


wine to recruit 
set his part to 
,j^>pid of |ij|c %chl It were t^bc Wifdjed that 
4^hai ^ ffice igig1rt,jBeycr]ia:vc'^to^^ 


* m fB04, nil Auta '-^fi si- 

niitir tohjKit we-lwi^just i^icribed. low wtfriKtiffli, 

■vcl:o 'iud .lO'.iiied tier 
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In icalitj tins tribunal, as I i^Smarked in 1789, 
and now repeal in defiance of dnlicism for the 
fouilh tunc in 1805, is far from being so for- 
midable as is. supposed in foreign countries. I 
will not undertake Ihe odious office of an apolo- 
gist, or saj that our kUrcs de cachet, under the 
old government, were of a stamp squall) revolt- 
ing. Neither will I sav, that in the age of phi- 
losophy, amidst a nation legarded as the most 
enlightened and humane, t\ e have belietd the most 
tremendous acts of judicial enormity that Were 
e\er committed on the surface of the globe, 'pe^- 
jietrated before our eyes. It is no excuse for aoia 
of barbarity ^o pfpducc others still mor^heiijbus 
and outrageous. 1 will even confess, that thk 
CQQstitutipnfit fortps.pl the inq|ub^qn are cale^> 
fottd to inspire with^ll^or 

most in its equitjy. Tl^ jus^pl 
against delinquents are crmductellw 
rst secreqy . , 1 he person imntied thei]aiy|i||i|||i 
is not permit to converse Viiu 
the presence of the inqui«it|mSf**^^d^ 
mere especially 

is this, that J»y,ppmmui^afo^e'l^ 


W#1R wtaamWafol to 

turn 


uarinii: a 
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to the accused pa^rties, they carefully conceal 
from them t|ie names of the authors. How can 
Spain sufller a practice to continue in one of her 
tribunals^ of which all the modern codes of juris- 
prudence have felt the inconvenience, and which 
is not even essential to the original object of its 
institution ? 

If the holy office conducted the proceedings 
gainst delinquents in a more public manner ; if 
It acquainted them with their accusers, and con- 
fronted them together ; if it allowed them all tho 
qfieans of defence, would its laws be less scrupu- 
lously observed ^ Would the sacred trust com- 
to its charge, be fuMlI^d with less fide- 
lity ? Let us not be^toW, fiiat if they were de- 
p^yi^ of the ip^auce o^ reoy, most of those 

weu^i(%^^^dcrred t)^ a false 
|flH||||^y a d«^ .ql public indignation, and 
ofjiie accu^ed. Is the holy 
llie numbers of its victims 
-^pra 1^ ^ii||fni8wra i* Has the ^lly whom it 
a yprl^lqi^ appetite for blood of 


.yJijfrfiaaV- 


a|metite tor tiie ui^oa ot 
uial Be its religion, there 


To^ose wlajf 


- HI 

fs of soem b&D*' 
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pines£> and trauquilliU ; Ibat .those \^lio 0{'i'iily 
nulitate against Iheni, oughi to bo embed and 
chastised, Kul grain nde to benefactois; Ihe 
fidelity of Viu 111 ^ lo Iho.'r ^masters a chaiitablc 
hidulFonce toiivauL Ihc failings of our fello\i- 
rrcahires —Inquisitors, sa^, arc thpso \irtues less 
acceptable iu Ibe ejes of ’loui Dhinit) than or- 
thodox opinions ^ ould his interests be less 
consulted, if such laiid/ble motives i)rc\entcd a 
number of judic}fil accusations ? 

Moreover, have other tribunals no other moans 
.of discovering the guilt pf delinquepts Will 
not the j piiil^m^|hcers, commissipned ^1^ the 
prosecution or ermes, suffice, to detect f^ose 
whose j^nishtxieiit ii tor soctej^ or 


jou betray, Drowliced a cur^c vmn 
whom hifo '^ 






372 STATE 

jf^ara to truto, not in order to deprecate tlie 
atger of the tribunal, tbat the inquisition, if we 
could possiWj be prevRilod upop to pardon its 
constitutional forms and the object of its institu- 
tion, might, cAcnin ourdajs, be adduced as a 
pattern of equity. It takes all the piecautious 
'proper to ascertain the accuracy of the evidence 
lit receives. Let d uol be said, on the coutraiy, 
#wt the resentment of an < nemy lurking m am- 
^Osh^'VliU suHSoe to piovokc its vengeance. It 
‘e^^or (Umdemns any peison on the sole evidence 
an accuser, oi without ipveatigatiug the 
pvooft^Of the accusation. Ofieiiia< || . must be ag- 
gravate Uy iflrequent commissi s must he 

ffwhatare styled- liS lwgd||* |^avadi|pfft^s, in 
oVdet^ i^ur, .><# alter » 

v diiK iaaiyj observations to^ch jne 
in conveis'ition, 

p of Ihis tf&nBfil, and 
ease i t SiKilMilffi imjunv 


more. Dai- 


second dfcsidenc*;, 




mJI 
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been srectised of having acted the part of an apo* 
logist. It waB not because about this peiiod 
Tin 1793 and 1793) the tribunal had relaxed in 
itB severity^ but because wore important objects 
and more imminent dangers, the progress of our 
revolutionary sentiments, claimed the attention 
of tlie Spanish government, and seemed to hare 
wholly absorbed its cares. It was not "tiraply »r- 
religiopa Frenrhmeti. who were watched or per* 
scerrted; it was those Frenchmen who had im- 


hibed maxims formidable to despotism, andW'i^ 
anxious to propagate them. The alcaldes, tie 
corregidots, lib commanding officers, the go* 
lernors (TfproiriblbB, were all of them'bb^oineso 
^ki^sitofs, jipoie vigilapt^4*ay. 
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tions, under fnVdIous |)n!tence9, Aut^diituibs tbC 
repose of citii^ns by fbe search of houses, in or- 
der to confiscate immoral pictotea ot {uobihited 
books but this zeat is *fircquent^ embed by the 
court* 01 by the grand ihquisifet, which office, 
during thdMc 4bd thO*J)t«tiOnt reigns, has been 
tfilled by prelates of a wise and temperate charac- 
I*hihre wilAessed several examples ofthw 
iMjrd, among '»rhSch' the follows^ ikoho of the 


BiO!i%ehlii^kaih!o : 

li^i#’%tew there than twenty ‘years, since a 
Frlit^ hOhsc at Cadiz, baVingh^OMiyed a con- 
signment o^ 'leather from one 0|^||||iNtilaM)ifactO' 
lies, Inkl* Siid^ln^ lioooured the 

offitiCS of the idqi^ittOBii 
lfatbl|4at«|h 

Yit^ 

; fer,tbus lea- 
i^J^OCs, the etf the 
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f.remonstii|tice Spanish ipinisti'y, tlurough. 

the medium of their atnbai>aadar! The go^erit- 
ment and the tribttpal treated this complaint a^ 
it deserved.* oj(ficq^ of the inquisition 

were enjoined not to molest strangers under 
Mich triflii^ pretexts ; and tlic gopds were restor- 
to' the owners. 

The ministry and the grand inqmsito^ havet 
more recently protected some peaceable citizen^, 
against the intrigues of subaltern Papers, belapgu, 
ing to the inqpiailioo. At Barcelona tl^ey ajtjr 
tempted to French house, 

was of j^iBriM^pt pershasion; and when it, 
was reptanilMtdJm^h^in that the^l^glisli,^ and 
otlmrt i i |P^ia ild^^ althov^^er^tics, wuRef 






r.ance. sooner waswnes 

cuted house represented J^p* 4- 




redressed. #|^^ort4natelifi.>j||g^#W}i((^^ 
^tence 

m Spatn../'^*- 1 ^lUisiebo '' 
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scverail 5’<iart pasif/ 

more {baa'i^e/1n'’ll^ adi^ntslfation of ‘the holy 
office^ anfl ihig intev6nti6^ft is by nef means cal> 
Ctilated to augmcj^ its sev^y. • In 1784^ it 
was ofdaiiied, thatlf the'inqu^ion should have 
occasion Id try any Spanish grandee, ady of hj»- 
yn^^’s feiiii^i^ *ahy m’Uitiiry ddScer, dny 
^eii^r of his tribunals, in short tny -j^cerntn, 
the legal' pfoceddings nii,ust' be'kjbliiitted td his 
'ihdjesty for btr revision aiid ap|>tobatioi!. By 
^feeseifteahs,’the principal have obtained 

^'4l^!l^*’safeguard"agaiiast;thdi|^iraTy 'decisions 
the holy office. We haV^^ly %' l^iSabnt that 
it hii been granted to fail 

find prdtebtion, Vatbef Vhose 

■ _ ;„;1l . . . i ,.V> .Ilia. '-.it' -V.', -.il* MvVj'-lV'iv 
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•liwig bfen»«eg}c®ted, but tAe duty is still le\icd. 
Were thiv the only grievance a4ledgcd against 
tln‘ holy office, ,wp should easily be recoacded 


In 1789, I concluded this loj^ dissertation on 
the inquisition, by expressing a vvisih that the 
kings of Spain migljit be ultiinti|tdly induced^ to 
place sufficient confidence in tlie subinissioo 
their subjects, in the ligilancc of their tempoiftl 
courts of justice, and iii-thc enlightened zeaj. <>f 
the Spanish prelu%|, IQ order to dispense entw^ 
vMili this tribua|}i,^ But after the transaeti,^^ 
‘isat haye receuB&dncurred in Europe, 1 ana in- 
i lined t^t||i^9<P^tt'he act ompli^m^nt ^ this 
' still far distant. I 


cismnrf-T 
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uid pvitiiie jufispYdddnce biiitd IMe^ltipiiresledj 
abd the ii‘edt!^c*df Ma^atiA:^ oti 'itie iidjuisition 
lilts been tef^dbH^faed. 

Wb hlkil fjlneseftiiy^lee effica- 

cidus meabli of idsufio^ tbe dl$bd!^te of subjects 
is to bltndftil'ff and'td keep tbem in ignorance ; 
nThfiberthey are conducted -with greater safetji 
%rough opaque darkness than by the broad day - 
tight of reason ; or whether, to employ the lan- 
guage of despotism itself, a moderate govern- 
aamt is not best calculated to secuie the rulers 
i^iamselTes against the exploait^s of liberty. 

Before we dismiss this sul ^^^ we must just 
aotioga poli^cal ^ody v^hlD|J|H^Qip||le con 
found with the holy office, • 


itb.it, 


bich 1 


ish TOvels. -'It IS no 


nity disperse^ In varidus 
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iutern4|t^^s1^tion oj5 Spaii^ be^aii 
'mtb tfie CastUe/ w^^ifh cpndyctc4,,^|3 

to the administration of justit^ ; to Jegisjat^ 
^nd lastly to ihf In 

the next volum^e.jt^e abalt^projqfed to a sur- 
vey of, the, other couucils pf 









